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Down At The Depot 	 7
Peculiar, MO on the Clinton Sub-Division is the featured station in this issue.

Frisco Roster Tales 	 13

In our TALE for this issue, Frisco Folk Ken Wulfert shares his experiences and
observations of the 1990 National Railway Historical Society convention at St.
Louis, MO, featuring Frisco's 1522.

Rick's Tips 	 17

Frisco Folk Rick McClellan shares with us an assortment of modeling tricks,
tips, and neat things to do that are relatively simple, inexpensive, and quick, all
of which can enhance the appearance and operation of your layout. This
installment features tips for mounting HO scale figures on your layout.

Doodlebugging on the Frisco 	 18

It started out as a steam powered motorcar and ended up as a trailer coach.
Number 3002 is on track in this issue.

Marjorie Shackelford McCune shares with us some of her childhood memories
growing up on the Frisco in Peculiar, MO

Frisco On The Pennsy 	 8
Frisco Folk Larry Shankles shares with us some interesting information
regarding joint operation of through sleeping cars on the Frisco and the
Pennsylvania Railroad.

FRISCO BAY WINDOW CABOOSE #154 	 9

This is the first in a two part edition of the NEW CAR SHOP in which Frisco
Folk Rick McClellan provides detailed instructions for an HO scale model of
the only wooden bay window caboose on the Frisco.
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In what is becoming an on-going investigation of mystery Frisco locomotive
#88, Frisco Folks George Ballard & Gale Hall provide us with additional
information on the engine's C&EI ownership.

FRISCO IN THE 1990's
An assortment of Frisco equipment and facilities in the 1990's is captured for
us in this photo feature by the cameras of Frisco Folks Joe Koch, Wayne Porter,
and Chris Bowles.

ABOUT THE COVER
Our cover for this issue features the sign that
greeted over 170,000 people who visited the
museum's display at Silver Dollar City. Story
and additional nhotos on nn. 3-5.



The Frisco Folks headline marked
the section in the various company
publications that reported the activities
and accomplishments of company
employees and their families. The
Frisco was a family oriented company!
The Frisco Railroad Museum Inc. is

continuing that family tradition in
our FRISCO FOLKS support
organization, for individuals who
believe in the purpose and objectives of
the museum and are committed to
preserving the rich heritage of the Frisco.

The museum is pleased to acknowledge
he following membership renewals in
be FRISCO FOLKS:

Jim Lilly 	 Fireman
Missouri
Harold Harker 	 Brakeman
England
Norm Florup 	 Brakeman
Texas
Hoyt Larry Crowe 	 Switchman
Georgia
Carl Dahlman 	 Switchman
Missouri
Dennis Kuhn 	 Switchman
California
Doug Harris 	 Switchman
Missouri
Max Herzog 	 Switchman
Georgia
Robert Zucco 	 Switchman
Missouri
Bill Longston 	 Switchman
Washington
David E. May 	 Switchman
Alabama
John Sanders 	 Switchman
Missouri
James Coonrod	 Switchman
Missouri
James M. Sanders 	 Switchman
Alabama
Bonnie Trail 	 Switchman
Missouri
Brad Slone	 Switchman
Missouri

Dale Rush 	 Switchman
Missouri
James. Priest 	 Switchman
Maryland
Dennis Hogan	 Switchman
Texas

The museum is pleased to welcome the
following new members to the FRISCO
FOLKS:

Wayne Rogers 	 Brakeman
Oklahoma
Clarence I. Huffine 	 Brakeman
Texas
Karl E. Dahlberg 	 Brakeman
New Jersey
Kirk Bennett 	 Brakeman
Missouri
Terry Chastain 	 Switchman
Missouri
Jonathan F. Royce 	 Switchman
Arkansas
Bob McCarthy 	 Switchman
Missouri
Gary E. Brown	 Switchman
Kansas
Michael Hunter 	 Switchman
Pennsylvania
Steven Beleck	 Switchman
Illinois
Albert Bohrer	 Switchman
Missouri
Jeff Schmid	 Switchman
Missouri
Earl Carter 	 	 Switchman
Oklahoma
Conway Goehman	 Switchman
Missouri
Bobby J. Spencer	 Switchman
California
Michael Hasbargen 	 Switchman
Missouri
Ed Ward 	 Switchman
Nevada
Steve W. Dailey 	 Switchman
Kansas
Robert L. Collins 	 Switchman
Kansas
Maxine Rose 	 Switchman
Missouri
Stephen Bergmann 	 Switchman
Missouri

George A. Dees 	 Switchman
Mississippi
Rex Bardin 	 Switchman
California
Gene Schmid	 Switchman
Missouri
Mark D. Justice 	 Switchman
Missouri
Ronald N. Selby 	 Switchman
Arkansas
James Black	 Switchman
Florida
Royce Brown 	 Switchman
Colorado
Trix Evans 	 Switchman
Oklahoma

As of January 1, 1992, Rachel
Schmitt has assumed the duties of Office
Manager and Membership Secretary.
Her responsibilities will include general
office work and the processing of all
new memberships and membership
renewals. As the oldest daughter of
museum founder and current president,
Alan Schmitt, Rachel has grown up
with the museum and is familiar with its
operations, programs, and services.

Thanks and a tip of the Frisco
hat to Frisco Folk Jim Quarles, owner
of Computer Management Systems,
Pittsburg, KS, for providing custom
computer scanning services for use in
the publication of the ALL ABOARD.

When the gates closed at 11:00
p.m., December 15, 1991, over 170,000
people had attended Silver Dollar City's
1991 An Old-Time Country Christmas.
Of that 170,000 "+" people, 99% of
them visited the museum's display! Ten
hours a day, four days a week, for six
weeks (November 7 - December 15) ,



museum president Alan Schmitt, and
helpers, visited with folks about a wide
range of topics from stories about family
members who worked for the railroads
to "How do you keep your model trains
on the track?"; From personal
experiences riding & working on trains
to "How much is all this stuff worth?";
From questions about the museum and
the programs & services we have to
offer to "How do you build mountains?";
etc., etc., etc.!

The museum's display included
twelve memorabilia display centers that
housed over 2,000 items of Frisco,
Frisco related, Pullman, and Railway
Express Agency memorabilia. In
addition; one display center featured
part of the museum's collection of
miniature locomotive collectibles and
another displayed a portion of our
collection of antique train Christmas
ornaments. Although the display area
was relatively small, it wasn't at all
unusual for folks to spend hours looking
at each display, asking questions, and
doing some serious reminiscing!

facility, in six weeks we gained 170
years of public exposure!

Commented President Schmitt,
"We met lots of folks, had an opportunity
to share with them about our museum,
had all our expenses paid, and had fun
in the process. What more could we
hope for? The experience has already
benefited the museum and will continue
to do so well into the future. We are
gratefully indebted to Brad Thomas
and the staff & management of Silver
Dollar City for giving us the opportunity
to participate in their Christmas
program."

It goes without saying that such
a project could not have been possible
without the assistance, hard work, and
commitment of time from a number of
individuals and organizations.
Consequently, THANKS! and a big tip
of the Frisco hat goes to the following
individuals and organizations:

CONSTRUCTION & SET-UP

Rick McClellan - Jo McClellan - Lee
Buffington - Chuck Mahaffey - Scott
Mahaffey - Matt Collins - Susan Collins
Saundra Schmitt - Rachel Schmitt -
Sarah Schmitt - Ray Runyon - Jay
Runyon - Pittsburg Model Railroad Club
- Trainland Hobbies, Springfield, MO -
Hobbydashery, Springfield, MO -
Spotlight Hobbies, Kansas City, MO -
Sawdust & Scraps Wood Crafts, Ash
Grove, MO.

DAILY OPERATION
ASSISTANCE

Saundra Schmitt - Jim Quarles - John
Sanders - Frank Snelson - Ron Coulter
Art Lindeman.

In addition to the memorabilia
display, we built a 12x16 modular HO
gauge train layout that operated three
continuously running trains each day
that collectively logged over 720 hours
and traveled approximately 26,000 scale
miles! The layout construction and
operation was the first such project
attempted by the museum and thanks to
the Pittsburg Model Railroad Club, who
provided the modules and basic track
work, and the leadership and hard work
of project director & Frisco Folk Rick
McClellan, and others, the layout proved

to be one of the city's most popular
Christmas attractions. It was amazing
the number of folks who reminisced
about their first Lionel train set!

While moving & setting up the
forty-three boxes of items, six display
cases, a 10' baggage cart, and six
modular layout pieces was a major
undertaking that required five vehicles
(one a 26' truck) and eight people, the
experience was well worth the effort.
Based on our average yearly attendance
to date, at our current Ash Grove, MO





Peculiar Memory
By

Majorie Shackelford McCune

When I was a pre-school child
living in Peculiar, MO, (population 1(0)
it was via the Frisco railroad that we
made contact with the world beyond
our town and its environs. We had a
morning train that I learned from my
elders was made up in Kansas City and
an afternoon train that was returning
there after having terminated its run in
Springfield, MO. Where was
Springfield, MO? Kansas City I was
acquainted with as I accompanied my
parents there several times a year on
shopping expeditions or to visit
relatives.	 These were eagerly
anticipated and greatly savored
occasions. For lesser shopping
excursions we rode the Frisco to Belton,
about seven miles north or to
Harrisonville about a like distance the
other direction where we could combine
shopping with visit's to my mother's
relatives.

The arrival of the morning train
was unquestionably the event of the
day. With unbelievable clatter it
discharged empty heavy metal mils cans
belonging to local farmers, express &
incredibly dirty cloth, and leather mail
sacks headed for our post office. These
were of major importance to us for they
might contain letters from relatives or
friends now residing in distant places,
parcels of merchandise that had likely
been ordered by mail from Sears
Roebuck or Montgomery Ward, and
always The Drover's Telegram and The
Times Star. From it my parents gleaned
the latest news concerning the exploits
of Teddy Roosevelt and his irrepressible
daughter, Alice. A few periodicals
found their way into my parents' post
office box. (Our mail had to be picked
up at the post office for there was no
mail delivery except on rural routes)
The Youth's Companion, The
Christian Herald, and The Word & Way
were the intellectual fare at our house.

Occasionally a scenic post card was
sent (for one cent) by some lucky friend
or relative vacationing in a distant
popular resort. Early on, there must
have been a railway mail clerk aboard
for letters could be mailed on the train.
Several times a week the morning train
would deliver an enormous, carefully
packed freezer of ice cream for our soda
fountain: dozens of potential treats for
our local citizens!

The morning train, oftener than
occasionally it now sees to me, brought
relatives for surprise visits. My mother's
fried chicken and country cured ham
with red eye gravy were remembered
from previous visits. In those says the
latchstring was always out at the homes
of relatives so contacting the hostess
before an intended visit was considered
superfluous.

We took the afternoon train
dressed to the nines, when we went to
Kansas City. Our wardrobes contained
two types of clothes, Sunday and
everyday. This, unquestionably, was a
Sunday type event! My mother wore
her rustling black silk dress and her hat
with the ostrich plumes. Papa donned
his Sunday suit, white pleated bosomed
shirt, celluloid collar, nicest string tie
and bowler hat. Even so, we would
hardly be mistaken for an urban family.
The afternoon train discharged
passengers at the old Union Station at
Third and Main. I have one insignificant
recollection of this building. The
waiting room contained rows and rows
of benches, back to back, with space
marked off for each person with shiny
black metal arms that made reclining
impossible. When the new Union
Station, vast and impressive, was built
farther south at a cost of six million
dollars, our train discharged passengers
there.

Our Frisco-red three room
wooden depot contained one rather

spacious storage room for large items
of freight and express, a waiting room
where passengers were sheltered from
the elements while awaiting the train's
arrival, and a business office between
these two. Here the noisy telegraph
ticked away. From this room's ticket
office was issued the slim piece of
cardboard that would be inspected as
the passenger boarded the train and
subsequently collected by the conductor
when the passenger was comfortably
seated. One of my strongest
recollections was of the distinctive odor
of the place - an amalgamation of
creosote, coal dust, and oil with which
the wood floor had been treated. A
wooden stock yard, painted white, was
conveniently located near the tracks
where livestock awaiting shipment to
the Kansas City market was corralled
until it could be loaded into the cattle
cars of the night freight train. Trucking
livestock to market was years down the
road.

I was greatly impressed by the
uniformed personnel the train carried.
Where these people came from and
where they resided when not performing
their duties mystified me. I sometimes
glimpsed those in the cab of the engine
and I was informed that the engineer
was responsible for the shrill whistling
of the night freight summoning one
Troy Hilderbrand to his duty to coal the
train. The engineer was also responsible
for causing a cloud of steam to escape
from the engine, very conspicuous on
cold days.

Railroads seemed to me to be
as permanent as the Washington
Monument or Mount Whitney. When
my husband, our son, and I were making
a trip to New Orleans on the Southern
Belle in the early 1950's I noted that the
appointments were becoming a bit
shabby when appraised critically, but I
could not grasp the fact that railroads as



DOWN AT THE DEPOTstandard transportation for passenger
travel were being replaced. According
to one James A. Williams of Lee's
Summit the last passenger train on the
Frisco that I know ran in May, 1954. If,
by some miracle, I should he offered
free and permanent access to the
Concorde, this would not displace the
niche in my memories and affections
occupied by our Peculiar Frisco trains!

EDITOR'S NOTE: The morning train
referred to by Mrs. McCune was #131,
the Arkansas & Texas Mail, which
departed Peculiar southbound for
Springfield at 11:45 a.m. and the evening
train was #132, the Kansas City Mail,
which departed northbound for Kansas
City at 3:48 p.m.

The last full passenger service
through Peculiar was on trains #20
northbound and #21 southbound. In
May, 1954, service between Clinton &
Springfield was freight only and
between Clinton & Kansas City, via
Peculiar, was mixed freight on trains
#58 & #59. Passengers were carried in
the caboose between Clinton and
Centropolis, a practice that was still in
service well into the late 1960's.

Peculiar, MO
Station D37

Clinton Sub-Division
Eastern Division

The history of the line through
Peculiar, MO can be traced back to
August, 1871, when the first of four
companies was incorporated that would
eventually build the line from
Springfield to Kansas City.

On August 23, 1871, the
Kansas City, Memphis & Mobile
Railroad Co. was incorporated to build
a line between Clinton and Kansas City,
a distance of approximately eighty-six
miles. Although rights-of-ways were
acquired and some grading was
completed, the company was judged
bankrupt and sold on April 11, 1877.

On June 10, 1880, the Kansas
City & Southern Railway Co. was
incorporated to acquire the rights and
property of the Kansas City, Memphis
& Mobile line. By may, 1885, the new
company had completed a line from the
north bank of the Osage River to East
Lynn, MO, a distance of sixty-one miles.

Four years later, the line was completed
from East Lynn to Kansas City, making
in all about 112 miles of railroad.

On May 3, 1884, the
Springfield & Northern Railway Co.
was incorporated as a wholly owned
Frisco subsidiary line. By November
of that same year, thirty-eight miles of
track were completed from Springfield
north to Bolivar.

On April 22, 1891, the Kansas
City, Osceola & Southern Railway Co.
was incorporated , organized by John
Blair (Blairstown, MO). The purpose
for organizing the company was to
acquire the bankrupt property and
franchises of the Kansas City &
Southern Co. On April 21, 1891, Blair
purchased the line at public auction, on
June 10, 1891, he took possession, and
on June 16, 1891, he conveyed it to the
newly formed company. Thus, what
would become locally known as THE
BLAIR LINE was born.

On March 19, 1900, the Frisco
exercised certain options on the line
and took possession on June 1, 1900=

The depot described in Mrs.
McCune's Memory was built in 1883 as
a 60'1" x 20'2" combination station. The
wood frame structure was set on a pile
head foundation with 2"x6" walls, 12'
ceilings in the waiting room & ticket
office, 13' in the freight room, and
featured a 1/3 pitch gable roof. The
interior floor was 3/4" x 3 1/4" yellow
pine, walls were 3/4" x 3 1/4" BD ceiling
stock, and the exterior walls were covered
with boards & battens with 1'x6" drop
siding. Heat was by stoves, lighting was
provided by oil lamps, and sanitary
facilities were outside toilets.

The structure was divided into
a 19'x27'5" Freight & Baggage Room on
the northwest end, a 19'xI0'5" Waiting
Room on the opposite end with the Ticket
Office in the middle.

In 1954, the depot was replaced
with a smaller, box car type structure
which was removed in the early 1970's.

1954 replacement depot. H.D. Connor collection


