
DOWN AT THE DEPOT
The circuit goes together just

as the wiring diagram indicates. I
suggest using the hemostat to hold parts
together that will be soldered. This
allows both hands to be free to hold
solder and iron, and it serves as a
heatsink so that delicate parts are not
damaged by heat from the iron. When
soldering the LED (Li) to the Integrated
Circuit (IC1), make sure that the long
lead on the LED is soldered to pin #6.
The circuit should be assembled on a
small section of drilled circuit board as
shown in the photo. This keeps
everything neat and organized. I used a
slide Switch (SD on my circuit and glued
it over a hole in the floor of a caboose.
This allows me to turn the unit on or off
with relative ease. One final note. Use
solder sparingly, especially around the
Integrated Circuit. The pins are very
close to each other and could be soldered
together accidentally.

Well, that's about all there is to
it. It's so easy you will want to protect
the crews of all your cabooses and
trains. GOOD LUCK!

ATTENTION
FRISCO MODELERS

All Scales!
Got a modeling trick, tip, or neat thing
to do that you would be willing to share
with our readers? If so, write or call
Rick:

Blairstown, MO
Station D70

Clinton Sub-Division
Eastern Division

Built in 1884 by the Kansas
City, Osceola, & Southern Railway, the
Blairstown, MO depot was somewhat
unique in that it had an upstairs living
quarters for the station agent. This type
of arrangement was apparently common
during the late 1800's in that other
stations along the Clinton Sub-Division,
built during the same time period, were
similar in design. With some minor
modifications, the depots at East Lynne,
Latour, Maurine, and Quick City were
all similar to the station at Blairstown.

Although it is unknown how
long the living quarters were used at
Blairstown, it is known that the second
floor was used for Boy Scout meetings
in the late 1930's. By this time the
stairway had been removed and a ladder
was used to access the second story.

Passenger service was provided
by the Frisco first by regular schedule
trains, and then later by a mixed local.
Service was discontinued in the early

1960's and the depot was removed.
Freight service continued with a tri-
weekly local operating from Clinton,
MO, thru Blairstown, to Kansas City on
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, and
returning to Clinton on Tuesday,
Thursday, and Saturday.

In October, 1976, a trestle south
of Blairstown was destroyed by fire. At
this time operation between East Lynne
and Clinton was discontinued. A second
trestle, also south of Blairstown, was
burned a year later, in March, 1977.
Faced with rebuilding the bridges, losing
part of the line to the floodwaters of
Truman Lake, and a general decline in
freight revenues, the Frisco elected to
abandon the line.

On August 28, 1978, the U.S.
District Court, on petition of the Corps
of Engineers, entered a condemnation
order against the Frisco and directed
the railroad to turn over the right-of-
way to the Corps as part of the Truman
Lake project. The Frisco carried out the
order by removing 101 miles of track,
between Bolivar and East Lynne, in
September and October, 1978. ICC
approval for abandonment was granted
long after the track had been removed.

Rick McClellan
15405 W. 144th. Terrace
Olathe, KS 66062
913-829-4509

Blairstown, MO April 6, 1957 Howard Killam photo



Since my grandparent's house
sat on a hill overlooking the Frisco in
Blairstown and my grandfather worked
nearly forty years on the Clinton Sub-
Division, I wanted to model the
Blairstown station and surroundings.
But a big problem existed since I didn't
have plans or photos of the depot, and I
am too young to remember what it
looked like. Thanks to an inquiry to the
Frisco Research Service, I was provided
with two photos and a floor plan of the
prototype. I redrew the floor plan to
"N" Scale and drew the elevations by
using available dimensions from the
plan view and estimating the height by
working ,off the assumption that the
doors were 6'8" high.

I began building by cutting out

out the walls, from styrene board &
batten siding. I used copies of the
elevation drawings as cutting templates.
Next I cut rough openings for the doors
and windows with a sharp No. 11 blade
in an X-ACTO knife, using a series of
light strokes so as not to distort or
damage the siding. Then I cleaned up
the rough openings with a flat jeweler's
file, while test fitting the door and
window castings to ensure a proper fit.
I also test fit the walls to one another
and adjusted them as necessary before
I painted them.

Before I assembled anything, I
painted the walls with Floquil SP
Lettering Gray. Next I painted the
doors and windows with Testor's Battle
Gray. After the paint had dried I glued

the doors and windows to the walls. I
cut clear plastic for the window glazing.
Since I did not model the interior, I
simply cut the clear plastic oversized
and cemented it to the inside of the
exterior walls.

I did the wall assembly in two
sections. First I assembled the main
building walls, then I assembled the
bay section and attached it to the east
wall of the main building. For bracing
I added the upstairs floor made of .060
styrene. I also added interior walls of
.060 styrene. These walls serve mainly
as view blocks and add very little
structural strength. Some interior
bracing was also required in the freight
room area. Once the walls were
assembled I painted the corners of the



structure Battle Gray to represent trim.
The stairs were the most

difficult part of the model to construct,
but the effect was worth the effort. I cut
the stairs and balcony to fit, painted
them SP Lettering Gray, and cemented
them to the west wall. Next, I cut the
handrails and stair rails to fit, attached
them to the stairs and balcony, and
painted them SP Lettering Gray also.

I fabricated the roof from .060

styrene, sanding the edge to be used at
the ridge to a 45° angle. I painted the
rood flat black and attached it to the
depot. I painted the edge of the roof SP
Lettering Gray after the black paint had
dried. I cut the roofing material in strips
from 150 grit sandpaper which I had
previously painted flat black. I attached
the strips to the roof with Walther's
Goo, beginning at the eave and working
toward the ridge, overlapping each

succesive row of roofing. At the ridge
I folded a narrower strip of roofing and
lapped it over the ridge.

The chimney was cut to size
and painted SP Lettering Gray to
represent the mortar. After the gray had
dried I drybrushed Floquil's Tuscan Red
on the chimney to represent the brick.
The chimney was attached with Goo,
and I let the excess Goo squish out.
Once the cement had dried, I "painted"



the excess Goo with a black permanent
marker. I also applied Goo and painted
it where the freight room roof meets the
south wall. This makes a convincing
tar patch.

Blairstown Depot, in service on the Blair Line

After everything was finished I
weathered the depot lightly with
powdered chalk. Finally the station
name boards were added. With the
addition of the ever present baggage

cart and some assorted clutter from my
junk box, I was in business with a
distinctive addition to my railroad, the
Kansas City, Osceola, & Southern -
The Blair Line!

BLAIRSTOWN, MO DEPOT
"N" SCALE PARTS & MATERIALS

MANUFACTURE PART # NAME 	 COLOR PURPOSE
Evergreen	 269-4031 Styrene Clapboard N/A	 Balcony Floor
Evergreen	 269-4542 Styrene BD. & Batten N/A	 Exterior Walls
Evergreen	 269-9007 .015 Clear Styrene	 N/A	 Window Glazing
Evergreen	 269-9060 .060 Styrene Sheet N/A	 Roof Decking
Plastruct	 570-1500 N-Stair	 N/A	 Stairs
Plastruct	 570-1800 Stair Rail	 N/A	 Handrail @ Stairs
Plastruct	 570-1900 Handrail 	 N/A	 Handrail @ Balcony
Period Miniatures 555-2005 Braced Door	 N/A	 Freight Room Doors
Period Miniatures 555-2019 Single Door 	 N/A	 Exterior Doors
Period Miniatures 555-2010 Brick Chimney	 N/A	 Chimney
Grandt Line	 300-8001 Window & Door Set N/A	 Window @ Front Bay
Grandt Line	 300-8002 40-Pane Window	 N/A	 Exterior Windows
3M	 N/A	 150 Grit Sandpaper N/A	 Roll Roofing Marl.
Floquil	 110130	 Paint	 SP Lettering Gray
Floquil	 110025	 Paint	 Tuscan Red
Testors	 704-1249 Paint	 Flat Black
Testors	 704-1163 Paint	 Battle Gray
Alloy Forms	 119-134 Baggage Cart 	 N/A



LOOKING BACKWARD is a regular
feature of the ALL ABOARD that takes
a look back through our files at the
people, equipment, facilities, and events
that were a part of the Frisco 25, 50, and
75 years ago.

25 YEARS - 1966

Doodlebugging On The Friscc

On November 29, 1899, the
North Arkansas & Western Railway
Co. was incorporated under the laws of
Arkansas. Two years later, on April 19,
1901, its name was changed to the Ozark
& Cherokee Central Railway Co.
Originally organized by W.A. Bright,
of Little Rock, AR, in February, 1901,
before construction of the line was
started, control passed to H.W. Seaman
of Clinton, IA, and the Kenefick
Construction Co. of Kansas City, MO.
In January, 1902, the Frisco was granted
an option to purchase all the outstanding
stock of the 0. & C.C. which it elected
to do in November of that same year.
On July 15, 1907, the O. & C.C. executed
a formal deed conveying its property,
rights, and franchises to the Frisco. At
that time, it owned a standard gauge,
single track railroad, extending from
Fayetteville, AR to Okmulgee, OK.
This line became the Muskogee Sub-
Division of the Red River Division.

When the Frisco took control
of the 0. & C.C. it inherited three 4-4-
0 locomotives, one Coach, one Coach/
Baggage Combination, and a variety of
freight equipment. Coach/Baggage #20,
a 1902 Barney & Smith-built wood unit
with steel underframe, was renumbered
SLSF #181 and served in that
configuration until the spring of 1926
when it was selected to be rebuilt

as Motor Car #3001.
According to our records, this

venture into motor car construction was
the first and only car in the Frisco's fleet
of doodlebugs to be built in the South
Coach Shops, Springfield, MO. Rebuilt
under AFE (Authorization For
Expenditure) #8078, at a cost of
$5,239.19, #3001 was equipped with
two 104 HP Onieda power units which
gave it a top speed of 45 M.P.H. either
forward or in reverse. Total seating
capacity of the unit was forty-two.

One interesting feature of the
car was that the entire mechanism was
underneath the car sills. The only
machinery inside the car was the
operator's station (ie. gear shift, clutch,
brake, speedometer; etc.)
. After its maiden run from
Springfield to Chadwick, and test runs
between Greenfield and South
Greenfield (4% grade), the car was
assigned to service on the Salem Branch,
Eastern Division.

According to our records, the
car's performance was apparently less
than expected. On May 21, 1931, #3001
was removed from Motor Car service
and scrapped in December, 1932.

In July, 1966, a new 14' x 50'
all-metal tool house was constructed at
Hayti, MO, on the River Division. The
building had separate facilities for motor
cars and tools, and included an office
and automatic gas heating. It is
interesting to note that the old wooden
"box car" tool shed that the new building
replaced was originally built in 1884
for service on the Chicago, Kansas, &
Nebraska Railroad. Following its
retirement from revenue service, it
served as the depot at Netherlands, MO,
four and one half miles north, before
being moved to Hayti. Now that's what
you call recycling, railroad style!

New (1966) all-metal tool house, Hayti, MO,
August, 1966 Frisco photo

Ex- Chicago, Kansas, & Nebraska 1884's box
car, Ex-Netherlands, MO depot, Ex-Hayti, MO
tool house. August, 1966, Frisco photo



50 YEARS - 1941

The year was 1941, American
patriotism was at an all time high, and
the symbol of democracy was flying
high over the West Springfield Shops.
Taken by Frisco Folk Max Herzog on
March 7, 1941, for publication in the
October-November issue of the Frisco
First magazine, the photo at right was
accompanied by the following caption:
Long may she wave, o'er the land of
the free and the home of the brave...
arid so Old Glory waves in the breeze
above the West Shops of Frisco Lines
at Springfield, MO. The flag was
purchased by the Frisco Shopmen at
the West Shops and is fifteen by twenty-
five feet in size. Engine 19, shown in
the photo graph is one of the engines
overhauled for use on the new line to
Fort Leonard Wood."

75 YEARS - 1916

In 1916, three new 70' Chair
Cars were purchased from American
Car & Foundry, Nos. 767-768-769, all
identical in design to the photo below of
unit #765. According to our records,
767 was rebuilt in 1938 and sold in
1967 and 768 & 769 were rebuilt in
1944 and sold in 1964.

Frisco Coach #765, Paris, TX photo from the collection of Jay Williams



COLLECTING THE FRISCO

This is the fifth in our series of
ALL ABOARD articles that is devoted
to COLLECTING THE FRISCO,
and is designed to be an information
resource for Frisco Collectors. In this
issue, we continue our examination of
Advertising and Promotional items.

Another popular form
of customer relations advertising and
promotion, and colorful items to have
in a Frisco collection, are smoking
accessories.

When rail travel first became
popular and practical, the most common
use of tobacco was the plug or twist of
chewing tobacco. The railroads were
quick to accommodate their chewing
patrons by providing them with
spittoons and cuspidors in all the depot
waiting rooms and on board all the
passenger trains.
EDITOR'S NOTE: The old timers tell
me that the only difference between a
spittoon and a cuspidor was that the
latter was taller.

Always interested in
advertising, most railroads printed or
embossed the company name on the
top rim or side of these unique and
historical accessories. Interior of men's lounge in Coach #1073, taken at Oklahoma City, January 23, 1939.

Note the spittoon under the seat, similar to the one pictured below.
Frisco photo

tin spittoon with porcelain rim, 5" high & 812" in diameter
top-stamped in blue lettering

"Frisco"

aluminum spittoon, 6" high & 8" in diameter
top-embossed
FRISCO



Most chewers were seasoned
veterans when it came to their aim.
However, if by chance they strayed
from their target, the consequences
could be rather harsh as indicated by the
sign shown to the right, taken from the
Crocker, MO depot, that warned,
$10.00 FINE FOR SPITTING ON
THE FLOOR.

A Frisco marked spittoon or
cuspidor is a rare find and a valuable
addition to any railroad collection.

In the early 1900's, American
tobacco use expanded to include cigars
and cigarettes. Their popularity soon
caught on and by 1924, over 6,000,000
cigars and over 71,000,000 cigarettes
were being produced annually in the
United States. The railroads were again
quick to accommodate their smoking
patrons by providing smoking cars or
sections on many passenger trains, along
with an abundance of ash trays and an
unending supply of matches. Smoking
accessories became a must for the
traveling public and they became an
excellent medium of railroad
advertising. Match books were given
to customers and potential clients,
lighters were printed or embossed with
the company logo, and ash trays
disappeared by the hundreds!

Interior of Lounge Section, complete with ash trays, in Cafe-Lounge #1501, fresh from
rebuilding for service on the Firefly.

Photo taken at West Springfield Coach Shops, March 23, 1940.



Invoice for 2,000,000 match books, February 10, 1976

snuff can lid
brass with red, black, & gold logo

FRISCO book matches 	 back cover



The Frisco distributed many smoking
accessories over the years including ash trays, lighters,
and book matches. In 1951 and again in 1970, the
company distributed their book matches in Box Car
containers. The 1951 box was red and numbered
17774, and the 1970 style was yellow and numbered
12000.

If you hold the match book box cars at eye
level, they create an unusual visual effect. When you
look directly at the end of the box and begin to turn it
horizontally to one side or the other, it gives the
illusion that the wheel trucks are turning in the opposite
direction.

NOTE: Each match book box car contained twenty-five individual book matches

1951 match book box car

1970 match book box car

It has been said that there is no end to the variety of collectible items that have
been used and/or produced by the railroads, including the Frisco. Smoking accessories
are another example of just how true that statement really is!



Response to our request for
photos (ALL ABOARD, April-May,
1991, p.9,) of "real" Frisco in the 1990's
has been GREAT! To date, close to
100 photos of equipment and facilities
have been submitted for publication!
THANKS! As space permits, we will
include as many as possible as a regular
feature of future ALL ABOARDs.

Quanah, Acme, & Pacific Ry. 180', 3 span
deck-plate-girder, bridge #728.4, 728 miles

southwest of St. Louis, MO, two miles east of
Acme, TX,

Quanah Sub-Division, Southwest Division.
R.E. Napper photo October, 1990

Portable Auto Loading Ramp #109703 (Ex-Flat #95884), Sherman, TX
October. 1990. R.E. Napper photo

Water tank, Bristow, OK
Station G459

Oklahoma Sub-Division
Southwestern Division

R.E. Napper photo October, 1990

Shop-Built Caboose #1144, Frisco TX, October, 1990. R.E. Napper photo



#65751 Gondola
Series 65750-65949
Built 1971

David Holland photo
July, 1991
Olathe, KS

#78722 Covered Hopper
Seires 78500-78749

Built 1975

Joe Koch photo
August, 1991
Pacific, MO

#97153 Hopper
Maintenance-Of-Way Ballast Car

Bruce Mullins photo
Ft. Worth/Saginaw, TX
April, 1990

#600081 Insulated Box
Series 600000-600164

Built 1971

Chris Bowles photo
July, 1990
Enid, OK 


