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By H. W. HUDGENS 
During the five years, 1920, 1921, 

192.2, 1923 and 1924, we struck 1,596 
automobiles on grade crossings on 
the Frisco Lines and in those 1,596 
accidents, there were 119 persons 
killed, and 1,073 injured, some of 
whom were maimed and crippled for 
their remaining days. Others, not 
permanently iniured, received scars 
that they will carry through life a s  
reminders of their mistakes as  auto 
drivers, or to the error of someone 
driving for them. 

It  is not true the driver of the car 
always suffers the most serious con- 
sequences of a collision with an en- 
gine or  train, but the most unfortu- 
nate is  often the driver's guest. 

W e  have had intensive campaigns 
conducted in an effort to reduce acci- 
dents of this kind. There is, of 
course, no possible way to know how 
many crossing accidents have been 
prevented by the influence of these 
vigorous campaigns, but there is  yet 
much to be done. 

The number of automobiles in  use 
is increasing rapidly from week to 
week and month to  month and these 
dismal disasters will continue to in- 
crease until the users of automobiles 
(now nearly 100 per cent of the citi- 
zens of the 8 states through which 
we operate) exercise human intelli- 
gence and realize the danger and risk 
of driving over railroad tracks. 

The locomotive, a s  every driver 
knows, is  confined to the two rails- 
while the motorist can turn aside, and 
even more important, can stop within 
the length of his car. This factor 
makes a good portion of the respons- 
ibility rest on the shoulders of the 
driver of the car, and i t  is only 
through the complete co-operation of 
the two that  accidents can be avoided, 
o r  the number reduced to the mini- 
mum. 

Our own employes a re  co-operating 
in every way. Section men keep the 
weeds cut down, high grass and brush 
burned adjacent to crossings so that 
i t  in no way obstructs the view of 
the man approaching the crossing. 

Crossings are  leveled off, so that 
no obstruction will hinder the motion 
of the car and cause the motorist to 
kill his engine. 

The "bumper," a ridge across the 
highway a few paces from the track, 
a t  the places it  has  been installed, 
has  proven a very eKective method 
of apprising the careless auto driver 
of the existence of a railroad there- 
abouts. This slows him down when 
flagmen, statutes and all else have 
failed, but it is hard on a n  "Elizabeth 
tin" and still more uncomfortable 
for i ts  occupants if not properly nego- 
tiated. However, this drastic meas- 

ure, or killing him outright, is appar- 
ently the only manner of convincing 
the foolhardy of the danger lurking a t  
a railroad crossing. 

The approach of a train in almost 
all localities can be heralded by the 
vigorous use of the whistle and in the 
places of few exceptions, by use of 
the bell, though the whistle is much 
more effective and should be used 
freely and vigorously. Rule of the 
Transportation Department, No. 31, 
Page 21, their book of rules, reads a s  
follows: 

"The engine bell must be rung on 
approaching every road or street, a t  
the whistling posts, and kept ringing 
until such road or  s t reet  is crossed. 
and the standard highway crossing 
whistle signal, consisting of two long 
and two short blasts, must be sounded 
a t  the whistling posts and additional 
blasts of the whistle sounded a t  short 
intervals until the engine has crossed 
such road or street." 

Within the State  of Kansas, the fol- 
lowing rule will apply: 

"The whistle of the engine must be 
sounded three times a t  the whistling 
post and a t  short intervals until the 
road or street, except in cities and 
villages, is crossed." 
and if complied with to the letter, no 
sane and otherwise normal user of 
highways can be ignorant and un- 
mindful of the approach of a train. 

In a number of cases i t  has been 
found that  automobiles struck by loco- 
motives approach the track from the 
left, or fireman's side of the engine. 
Some of the roads have strung an ad- 
ditional whistle cord to the fireman's 
side of the cab, that  he  may use it 
when he sees one approaching the 
track from his side of the engine and 
cannot be seen by the engineer. The 
writer attended a Safety Meeting on 
another road that  had adopted this 
rule. When it  was flrst suggested, a n  
engineer was present who interposed 
an objection, among other things, stat- 
ing: "I spent 17 years shoveling coal 
for the privilege of pulling that 
whistle cord and 1'11 be damned if I 
now surrender this distinction to any 
fireman." 

The fool who sees and hears an ap- 
proaching locomotive and train and 
foolishly undertakes to cross the 
track ahead of it, and is not killed in  
the foolhardy effort, should be so 
dealt with that  he will sin no more. 
It is for this kind of a thoughtless 
person that we have to take steps to 
protect, no so much to protect him, 
but those who may unfortunately ride 
with him, and enact and enforce a 
statute requiring all motor-driven vehi- 
cles to stop, look and listen near rail- 
road tracks and know that  i t  is  safe 
to cross, before doing so. Two of our 

eight states have in force such a law 
-and it  is to be hoped that  the day is 
not far  distant when the remaining 
six will have this same law. 

I m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  Freight  S e r v i c e  
G i v e n  by r a i l r o a d s  A l m o s t  

R e v o l u t i o n a r y - 4 .  0. D u n n .  

Editor of Railway Age Praises Ameri- 
can Railroads for Betterment 

and Urges Preparation 
for Future 

"Improvements that have been and 
a r e  being made in the freight service 
given by the  railways, are  working 
something approaching a revolution in 
business and finance in the United 
States," Samuel 0. Dunn, editor of 
Railway Age, declared in a Chicaqo 
address a few days ago. 

The extent of the change occurring 
in freight service is indicated by the 
almost complete elimination of fail- 
ure by railways to furnish cars 
promptly to those who ask for them. 
Mr. Dunn stated. Formerly local "car 
shortages" were common in various 
parts of the country, due to an imper- 
fect system of distribution. In 1920 
the shortage of cars averaged 81,600 
a day, in 1921, 1,454 cars a day; in 
1922, 47,881 a day, and in 1923 the 
shortage averaged 29.216 a day. Tile 
marked improvement in 1924 was 
shown in a car shortage average of 
only 1,047 cars a day, even though the 
railways handled a record breakir.g 
business during a part of the year. 

"This great improvement has been 
brought about by a closer contact be- 
tween the railways and shippers, 
through the medium of the Regional 
Shippers Advisory boards in every 
part of the country," Dunn stated, 
"and also through a n  improvement in 
railway equipment due to  the large in- 
vestments made by the roads in new 
locomotives and cars and other equig- 
ment." 

Mr. Dunn stressed in his addresr, 
that the ability of the railways to con- 
tinue this good service and even im- 
prove it, is dependent on their ability 
to earn net returns which will enable 
them to continue to invest large 
amounts of capital in improvements 
in and additions to their property. 

Echo Answers 
If a freight train a t  a 'crossing 

Hits an auto fair and square 
There's the freight train-where's 

the auto? 
Echo answers, "Where?" 

-Boston Transcript. 
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Serving the Public 

THE synlpa thy of the newspaper reading 
public was given Pa r ry  Hartiii, Frisco 

collductor of Hugo, Olrlahoma, when i t  read 
that Hartin wns forced to leave on his train 
whilc his home was consunled by flames to the 
estelit of $4,500. There is no doubt but thnt 
Hartill deserved the sympathy. The incident 
IWS a tragic one. 

Rut there is a more subtle meaning. It is 
. doubtful if the public caught its portellt. 

I n  that happening is culminated all the serv- 
ice of a railroader to the pnblic he sen7es. Back 
of that devastating fire a t  Hugo is the picture 
of the eligineer in his plunging, lunging cab- 
the dispatcher at his key, the superintendent 
a t  his desk-alld all the great army of efficient 
public servants who make possible the efficient, 
safe operation of the railroads-the greatest 
business ill thc world. 

When duty calls they answer, it matters not 
if homes a re  burned, loved o m s  lost, or  catas- 
trophc descends. 

Their's is a collsccration of life to the service 
he public. 

is worth more than a passing thought. 

Encouraging 
3E spirit of ul~derstariclin~ and co-operat io~ ? 
evidenced by the shipplng public repre- 
s tlie most encouraging and I~elpfuI devol- 
~ o n t  during past r ea r s  in the relations 
reen the railroads and the public 

-American Rnilwny Associatio~~. 

He is a lonely man on a Past train. Maybe he and 
his fireman do not exchange words on a run of 50 
miles. On some engines he does not see the fireinan 
when he is in his seat. 

During the night, when passengers a re  sleeping 
and when only head and tail lights a re  burning, when 
lights in villages and towns are  low, when the 
countryside is silent, no one is farther away from 
touch with his fellow human beings than the engineer 
in his cab. Constantly. he is plunging into space as  
one goes into another world. Every mile of track 
ahead of him is a n  adventure. How much better for 
his own peace of mind on these nights and lolig days 
would it  be if the automobilists, the carriage and 
wagon drivers and the pedestrians would keep away 
from the crossing when tlie fast train, in charge of 
the anxious engineer, approaches. 

We know of no class of men who a re  more loyal 
to their duties aud who have greater responsibility 
day  in and day out than the locomotive engineer. I t  
is up to all of us, then, insofar as  we a re  able, to 
keep his burden light and we can do this by stopping, 
looking and listening. 

Thanks. Folks ! 

T HE Editor wishes to acknowledge his grnte- 
ful appreciation to all members of the 

Frisco Family for the co-opcration they gave 
during the month past. Such willingness to 
help, we firmly believe, will mean much to the 
future betterment of this magazine. The fact 
that this is your magazine can~iot bc stressed 
too forcefully, and only through your assistance 
in sending in mws  of the happenings along the 
Frisco call the Emplo~-es'  Nagazine be brought 
to a state of perfectioll. 

The cditorial office invites your suggestions 
for material to be used. Our earnest desire is 
to give you what ~ o u  want in your magazine. 

Taxes 

N OTHING, apparently, can stop the increase 
of railway tases. Railway tases made a 

new high record in September. They were 
$33,586,622, vhich was $4,381,000 more than in 
September, 1923. While railway operating ex- 
penses have beell reduced almost 25 per cent 
within the last four years, tases have been in- 
creased over 33 per cent.-Raillc.ny Age.  
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EAUTlFUL HOMES IN FORT SMITH 

-Power Plant, which supplies light and power. 4.-First 
6.-Atkinson Williams Wholesale Hardware Company. 7.- 

ssale Grocery Company. 9.-Filtration Plant. 10.-W. J.  
sale plants. 11.-Million Dollar Free Bridge, at the foot of 

Arkynsas. 12.-Another of the many beautiful Fort Smith 
at Fort Smith. 14.-The new high school building. 




