
Veteran Tells of Floods, Mosquitoes and 
Snakes in Road Building Days of '87 

J .  N.  Golsby ,  36 Years Section Foreman, Reminisces of Old 
Times in Raiiroading-I-le Remembers First Train 

in October, 1887 

B y  J O H N  L. G O D S E Y  

J. N. Goolsby or Jasper, Alabama, 
has seen thirty-eight years service with 
the Frisco Railroad as  section man and 
section foreman. 

Many things have happened during 
his years of service and Goolsby has 
made a n  enviable reputation for him- 
self as  a n  expert story teller of expe- 
riences in the "old days." 

He entered the service in March, 
1887, a s  a laborer with the  rail-laying 
gangs on the K. C. M. & B. when they 
were extending tracks to Birmingham 
and two years later was promoted to 
sectPon foreman, a position he has held 
for the thirty-six years since his pro- 
motion. 

Back In the  daye when Goolsby han- 
dled a shovel laborers were paid one 
dollar a day with worhing hours from 
sunup to sundown. 

"Spikers," the hlghest paid mea, re- 
-r l . rn> C1 OC n An.. C - r  + h ~ l -  -.+n-l. mZIllr 

quitoes were SO thick 
that I Jumped In tht 
ter of self-protection 

Snakes! Snab 
"Along the right c 

holes made by the .-,--, ,--,- 
as they would require dirt  to  fill in 
certain places. These holes were very 
deep and filled with water most of the 
time, especially during the grassing 
seasons. They would eventually fill 
up with snakes and these snakes would 
sometimes come out on the tracks. We 
began killing them and before we had 
gone one mile down the tracks I had 
counted 157 snakes that we had killed. 
Those old water holes along the right 
of way recall another Incident. Some- 
times a log would be ffoating in them 
and rabbits took an occasional 'joy 
ride' on these logs. One day we came 
across one and one of the laborers de- 
cided he would wade out in the w a t e ~  
and catch the rabbit for dinner, but 
as  he neared the log the rabbit jumped 
over and swam for shore. The negro 
plunged in after him but Ian( 
hole considerably aver his h 
almost drowned before we coul 
him." 

The negro laborers were ver, ,,,,,., 
and Mr. Goolsby related a n  incident 
when two of his laborers wagered one 
could not carry a hall rail from one 
telephone pole to  another. The dis- 
tance was great, but the bet was only 
one dollar and old Sam Wilson pfcked ~ c l v c u  91.8 r, a uaj r w l  ~ u c 1 1  n WI m. W U I I C  

the section foreman's salary b C A  ILA 

a month. 
"I can remember when thc 

ran on the line in  October. 
the people came from miles 
see it. That old engine sui 
funny coming down the t r  
hammock rocking from 01 

the other," Goolsby said in  : 
terview. 

"What kind o l  ties did 
under the tracks, Mr. GO 
where did you get them?" --, -., 
veterah gave a hearty laugh a s  his 
thoughts drifted back to the old ties 
hewn along the right of way. They 
were young trees cut half in two and 
manv times they were just small logs. 

"But tamping those ties is where we 
had trouble," he continued. "We used 
the handles of our shovels, and that 
mud was some sticky. We had to buy 
our own shovels, too. 

"Talk about track jacks, shucks! We 
used a claw bar in those days and lots 
of times got a young sapling and 
notched three or four holes in one end 
and plared it  under the rail. Then 
one man would climb up  to the end and 
another catch bis feet to pull him and 
the lever down to r a k e  the track. 

lfvlud Was Stickiness Itself. 
''It's a fact," continued the old vet- 

eran, "and that was the stickiest mud 
under those ties. I t  was so sticky 
that one time during a bad washout 
the ties held i r  place, but the gravel 
under the track washed away. That 
was up in Tomblgbee bottom and the 
track was covered for about five miles 
and during that time the back-water 
destroyed a lot of property and live 
stock. I t  hit  a drove of steers near 
the tracks. I will never forget those 

V" Y. '" c . C b G . U  "."""."6. VYF I I  I G U  C" 

swim out of the water, got caught be- 
tween two trees that  had grown dose  
together and we went there after the 
flood to get him out. His feet were 
up about five feet Prom the ground. 

"On the same occasion the Roadmas- 
ter  attempted b get by to Amory in 
a skiff and was lost for two days. We 
thought he  had drowned, but he finally 
crossed over and reached his head- 
quartem a t  Amory. 

"The mosquitoes in the b t t o m s  were 
something terrible, too. The laborers 
were handicapped a t  their work and 
one old negro became desperate and 
tied quilts and strings from his trous- 
ers and as  they burned he would shake 
about to keep his clothes from burning. 
The smoke would keep the mosquitoes 
from biting. When lunch hour came 
we all had to build large fires in a 
circle and sit in the center and eat 
our lunch, an8 I have seen hunters 
come from the bottoms with a trail 
of nlosquitoes fifteen feet long follow- 
ing them-that's the truth, too! I will 
never forget the time the mowuitoes 
pushed me over in a creek! Yon know, 
I had a string of Ash tied to a log in 
the creek and alter work I walked out 
on the log to get the Ash and the mos. 

working in the early hours or the 
morning and Mr. Goolsby began miss- 
ing a number of his men and finally 
did not have enough to work. Along 
the roadway was a large patch of sage 
grass. 

"I thought they were over in  that 
patch," he continued, "so I took a 
few ashes over and set fire to the grass 
and you never saw the like of negroes 
sclambling to get out of that burning 
grass. They had gone over there to 
slee~. '" 

"You have a white pass, don't you, 
Mr. Goolsby; do you ever use it?" the 
interviewer asked. 

"Well, sometimes I run down to 
Birmingham," he replied, "but in all 
my 38 gears service I have only been 
off twice. One time I took a ten- 
days vacation and another time I was 
off for twenty-one days when I went 
to Detroit for a convention; so, in all 
those years I have only lost about one 
month." 

A limited space would not sufffce 
this old veteran and his many expe- 
riences, nor wouTd a brief sketch tell 
of his career a s  n section foreman, and 
no one could conclude without an hon- 
est and sincere, "Well done." 



ON ROAD TO HEALTH 

Hazel Straud. F o r m e r l y  of Fr i sco  
T e l e g r a p h  Office, Fights  , 

S t e a d i l y  Agains t  T u b e r -  
culosis  
-- 

''I Don't Look Sick, Do I?" She Writes 
From Sanitarium at Edgewater 

Beach, Colo.-Sends Re- 
gards to Friends 

CKIwLIC*JHE accompanying snapshot is 
of Hazel Stroud (in front) ' ' and her "buddies", now con- Lz, fined in a sanitarium a t  
Edgewater, Colo. I t  will be 

recalled that Hazel is the girl who 
was formerly connected with the tele- 
graph office in St. Louis, and who, 
because of ill health, was seat  to 
Phoenix, Arlz. Her  expenses were 
subscribed by officers end employes 
of the  Frisco a t  St. Louis. 

Some two months ago Hazel was 
reported "cured" in Phoenix and ex- 
pressed the desire to find employment. 
The late Mr. Melvin Wilkinson, of 
Scruggs - Vandervoort - Barney Dry 
Goods Co., St. Louis, stated he would 
be glad to place her in his Denver, 
Colo., store. She went to Denver. 
but contracted a severe bronchial cold 
enroute, which caused a set-back in 
her condition and made it necessary 
for her to go to the sanitarium a t  
Edgewater. 

The picture belies the fact that 
Hazel is ill, snd in fact she won't ad- 
mit that  she is. Nevertheless, the 
chief surgeon a t  the sanitarium has 
only now permitted her to take some 
exercise-which consists of walking 
one block per day. 

All who know Hazel have learned 
a good lesson from her. She is per- 
sevffance personified. She has been 
flghting now over a year to regain her 
health. The climate in Phoenix has 
restored her lungs, her main trouble 
now being a congestion in her bron- 
chial tubes. which she feels is being 
overcome slowly but surely. 

Her Frisco friends a re  fighting with 
her and pulling for her in every way. 
Her  one desire seems to be to  become 
well again, so  tha t  she may go to 
work and support herself, although 

The "How" of Eiectrified Staiistics 
--HE general offlces at Spring- wbIch a re  also indicated by codes on 

!"a: 
field, Mo., claim one of the the cards. 
most interesting departments Next comes the assorting machine. 
on the railroad in their system The cards a re  put into this machine, 
of "Electrified Statistics", in- passing through it  by electric motion, 

stalIed In the office of the operating and a r e  assorted according t o  eymbols 
department statistician. In the office or codes, by dates, directions, states 
are  Hollerith tabulating, assorting and and even by numbers of locomotives. 
key-punching machines, used for com- This assorting can be accomplished 
piling various locomotive, freight and a t  the rate  of approximately 175 cards 
passenger car mileage and tonnage per minute which would be equal to 
statistics. a little over 10,000 a n  hour. 

- 

The process oL obtaining the tre- 
mendous e volume - qf.such statistics by 
the use or the macnlnes 1s very simple 
a s  well a s  rapid. It  is  accomplished 
by the use of a card (size 7Mx3% 
inches), containing various rows of 
figures fom 0 to  9 in  numerical order. 
The flgures that  represent the items 
constituting the! etatistics desired a re  
punched out of the card by the elec- 
tric key-punch machine. 

The office receives approximately 
300 passenger conductors' wheel re- 
ports per day; 500 freight conductors' 
___%^^1 -^-^-I- ,C..--- .-.,.I-.- 1^--^-- wneel leyul i a  (11 U I I I  w u ~ t i u  Luullar)e, 

freight and passenger car mileage a r e  
compiled) with a corresponding entry 
on dispatchers' sheets (from which 
reports of locomotive mileage is  comr 
piled). It can readily be seen that 
to  punch a card for every move repre- 
sented In the entries on the dispatch- 
ers' sheets and conductors' wheel re- 
ports would take in a month's time 
approximately 80,000 cards. The flg- 
ures themselves a re  by no means ail 
that Is desired; various separatfons 
a r e  required, such a s  dates. directions, 
subdivisions, classes of service, states 
and numerous other separations 

she need not worry so  long as her  
good Frisco friends a r e  on hand. 

With the picture, s h e  writes: "My 
bed Is where the last girl is  standlng, 
The doctor's office is  to the left by 
the tree. I don't look sick, do I?" 

And this last remark brings out the 
spirit of fighting obstacles that  Hazel 
has  always manifest. 

She'll win, and when she does, there 
will be great rejoicing among her 
Frisco friende. 

dlRerent col 
added simul 
tion with pe 
of 144 itemc 
umns per m 

Therefore, 
things a re  a( 
Hollerith ma 
poses : 

First. spec 
third, prepa 

The pictu 
andinn n P  t l  

Last, but not least, we have the 
tabulating machine with which five 

. umns of flgures may be 
taneously by electric mo- 
rfect accuracy a t  the ra te  
; in each of the five col- 
inute. 

three very important 
:quired by the use of these 
rchines for statistical pur- 

!d; second, accuracy; and 
.redness. 
re shown above is that 

UYll.VY .,. .he office or the operating 
department statistician a t  Springfleld. 
Mo., used for the operation of the 
Hollerith machines. The group repre- 
sented in the picture a r e  the operators 
of the various machines and reading 
from left to  right, they are: Herman 
Plumb, Mary Prophet. Evelyn Man- 
ning and Dorothy Leake. 

Al luv ia l  Land on Frisco la Richest  
in World 

(Continued front Pagr 7.) 
striving more and more to lend Ita in- 
fluence and ald in building the coun- 
try further. Through the trafflc de- 
partment, t h e  Frisco is  prepared to 
render thorough and immediate asais- 
tance Tn the matter of inrormation, 
both 3n the way of location and for 
the development and cultivation of 
the land. To interested parties it  will 
gladly furnish booklets and other In- 
formation going more Into detail a s  
to land for sale and agricultural pos- 
sibilities. 

This is but one of the examples of 
the  fine public service work rendered 
by your railroad. 



Lost in Mexican Jungles and Whirled Earth- 
ward in Parachute Gives Thrills Aplenty 

Harry Glascock Leads Exciting Life as Army Aoiator- 
His Father a Frisco Employe at Sherman, Texas 

GX/L3P+JOR twelve days and nights in under Mr. K. P. Cnin. 
2 2 the mountains of Old Mexico, Failing In his  attempt to secure s 2 Z H m r ~  Claacock and his place a s  a n  apprentice in  the mechan- ,,, lieutellant guarded two U. S. ical department, he joined the Air 

planes that had been lost. Service. 
The only place for them to sleep was H e  was flrst stationed at Love Field, 
in the planes and the  only food they d 
had was what a passing plane now 3, 
and then threw down to them. e 

Frequently a band of Mexican ban- s 
di ts  would come along, and the men 
would hardly Breathe until they had e 
passed. n 

When finally the planes were res- 
cued and they returned t o  the Unlted e 
States, Cflascock said: "Thank God nau explreu, ne re-enllsteu and was 
for the Stars and Stripes. They a re  transferred to  Hampton, Va., where 
a wonderful protection and I love and he  is  now located. 
reverence them." Youth craves adventure and it  . . 

- .-..-.-- ~~ ~. .-.--. 

Dallas, for some three months an1 
then transferred to Houston, Texar 
where he  was put in charge of a fir 
truck. On account of his quicknes 
and ability, he  was promoted. E n t e ~  
ing the school for mechanics, 11 
passed hls examination and was give] 
a diploma. 

On June 22, 1922, when his tin11 - - . - -  .. - - 

"The most dangerous part of the work to be d m  on an aetrplanr is  cranking the motor- 
or as we say, 'pulling the prop,'" says H a r n  Glaacoclt, former Frisco smploye-at right in the 
above picture. 

The above story is  only one of the 
many which Harry Glascock, son of 
E. E). Glascock, section stockman in 
the store department a t  Sherman, 
Texas, shops, could relate to  you, 
since his enlistment in the Air Serv- 
ice, June 22, 1919, a t  the age of 
eighteen years. 

He was reared on a farm near Ra- 
leigh, Ill., and grew up a rugged, 
healthy country boy. He had two 
interests: one in  outdoor life, and 
the other in machinery. 

In 1907 the Glascock family moved 
to Sherman, Texas, where Harry com- 
pleted his high school education. 

Later he was hired by the Frisco 
a s  extra man in the store department 

seema that  Harry Glascock'a life h6s 
been one thrilling event. He has 
made several trips by plane to Wash- 
ington, D. C., and has taken part in 
a number of plane demonstration 
races. 

He has gone to bombing expositions, 
where they would bomb a t  targets in 
the ocean a t  night. This, he admits 
was thrilling and so far he has never 
had a serious accident. 

In May, 1925, Harry made a trip in 
a bombing plane from Hampton, Va., 
to San Antonio, Texas. It  was a sen- 
sation, he said, to pass over the Fsisco 
shops a t  Sherman, Texas, and see the 
men viewing the planes. 

"The most dangerous part  of the 

I THE BATES FAMILY I 

Everybody around Enid knows Road 
Foreman F. E. Bates, but we doubt 
i f  you have met the best looking part 
of the  family a t  that. 

The above pictures Mr. and Mrs. 
Bates and their two children, Francis 
and Harry. 

Better Service C o n t e s t  
(Contiwed frmn Page 13.) 

Read This Winning Letter 
MISS Flanagan sent in the finest. 

most comprehensive general letter 
among the lady contestants, and was 
awarded the women's prize. Her let- 
ter follows: 

"We have one of-the Rneat railroads 
in the country, and we a r e  going to 
have a better one i f  we have a few 
more 'Better Service Contests' and 
all  of the employes realize that they 
a r e  really a part of this great rail- 
road of the Southwest. Their officers 
a r e  back of them and it is the duty of 
each and every one to be true blue 
and at all times have the  interest of 
the railroad a t  heart with 'Better Serv- 
Sce' as their motto. 

"If there is anyone who thinks 
there is no chance for better service 
in his particular line of work, that 
person is  mistaken. Dveryone is a 
link In this great  chain, each link 
must be strong, and i t  is  up to  each 
individual to  see that  there is  no flaw 
in his link which would weaken the 
chain. 

"The clerks in the office, by dolng 
( N o w  tzrrw to Pogc 44, plcnsc.) 

work to be done on a n  aeroplane is  
cranking the motor---or a s  we say, 
'pulling the prop'." he said smilingly, 
a s  he gazed a t  the picture, reproduced 
herein. 

"Don't you wear some special unI- 
form?" he was asked. 

"None for us. All the mechanics 
wear union-alls ! " 

There is one experience whlch in 
his mind is placed above the rest  for 
a 'thriller'. One day he jumped out  
of a plane, three thousand feet in the 
air. 

The parachute opened, and he  land- 
ed safely. 

And-Harry Is  till having "thrill- 
ing" experiences. 

- 



Another Lesson in Safety First 

A few months before this picture was taken, the hlarmon automobile shown, 
cost Clifford Bodanski, age 22, of Springfield, Mo., about $3,000. Who'll bid 
for it  now? 

Bodanski was slightly injured and his handsome car  reduced to scrap, 
when he drove in front oP Frisca traln No. 7 a t  the Central Street crossing 
In Springfield, a t  9:lO a. m., July 4. No. 7, driven by Engineer R. Tierney, 
was moving a t  about 15 miles an hour when the accident occurred. His brakes 
were set and his bell ringing, and he had twice whistled for crossings. 

Even though the track was visible for more than 200 feet each way, this 
accident occurred, almost costing Mr. Bodanskl his life. 

This should be a stern reminder 1 

will live to  watch them another day' 

K a n s a s  City,  Ma., Business  Mt 
Make Inspec t ion  T r i p  of 

T e r m i n a l s  

August, 1925 

FRISCO CELEBRATION 

Assoc ia t ion  o f  M e t a I  C r a f t  a n d  
C a r  D e p a r t m e n t  EmpIoyes  

H o l d  Picnic  

Lincoln Park at Pittsburg Scene of 
Jollification on June 22- 

Another Party Soon 

--HE biggest ever, snd best yet." 

fa! was the comment of General 
Chairman W. M. Underwood. 

,,, of the Frisco Association of 
Metal Craft and Car Depart- 

ment Employes, in speaking of the big 
picnic staged in Lincoln Park, PItts- 
burg, Kans., on June  22. Local num- 
ber one of Springfield, Mo., enter- 
tained. 

This was the third annual picnic or  
this association, the  two previous hav- 
ing been held a t  Springfield, Mo. 

A special train left Springfield depot 
st 6:00 a. m. On arrival a t  Monett. 
Mo., guests from Local number six 
boarded the train. A number were 
also picked up a t  Neodesha and Ft. 
Scott, Kans. 

The Frisco band was on display a s  
the train drew into Pittsburg, and led 
a blg parade through the town, which 
ended a t  Lincoln park, a beautiful 
sixty-eyght acre tract, which was the 

instructive Tr ip on June 30 Took 
Party to Frisco Terminals and 

Rosedale Yard 

to all that  "He who watches trains go by, chosen spot for the picnic. 
The Mayor o i  Pittsburg delirere 

the  address of welcome, followed b 
a short talk from Mr. Ford Harpe 
secretary of the  Pittsburg Chambe 

In I NEW MAILING LIST of Commerce. Mr. G. W. Moore, assif 
tant superintendent of motive powe 
and Mr. Wm. Underwood responded. 

A enmnlete new mnillne list went -.~ -~ ..-- ,--- - a  -.. ..:-> 

A complete and instructive trip, of 
practically eight hours' duration was 
made on June 30, by the  business men 
of Kansas City. in inspecting the 
switching facilitfes of the various tail- 
roads entering that  city. 

The trip was made in open cars, no 
they would miss nothing of interest. 
During the round of inspection, the 
party visited the  Frisco tracks, and 
our Rosedale yards, and included the 
following points: Sheffield, Belt Junc- 
tion, Leeds, Big Blue Junction, Air 
Line Junction, Lydia Avenue, Burling- 
ton Bridge Junction, North Kansas 
City, Santa F e  Tower (in the Central 
Industrial District), Edgewater, Fair- 
fax District, New Jersey Avenue. 
Kansas City Terminal connections, 
Argentine, Chlcago Junction, Kansas 
City Terminal Tower, Union Pacific 
State  Line tracks, Armstrong and 
Rock Island Junction. 

The Frisco was represented by tha 
hllowing delegates who were in the 
party: Messrs. Jack Flnnagan, super- 
intendent of terminals; F. E. Morgan, 
assistant superfntendent or terminals; 
R. L. Mackey, terminal auditor; W. 
L. Coleman, commercial agent; P. J. 
Rose and L. W. Warner, solicitors: 

.th tne J U I ~  n u m w r  or 

dte of .. the-.Magaei?e . De- . . . .-- 
In. 
eady been notified of 
ms, which. we have 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - . . -- - - - - - - - u ---- -. 

into effect w i -  " - - 
the Magazlne. 

It is the dec 
partment to maKe tnls lisc aosolurely 
flawIess, but to do this we must have 
your co-operatic 

W e  have alrl 
deveral om.fssic 
corrected. By a personal cnecs, every 
request for magazines in this office, 
was filled, and mailed, and if there 
was some error in the  receipt of the 
copies, we Peel sure i t  will not occur 
a second time. 

If you did not 
we  would like lo) 
list and let us  kr 
Also, to facilitate UUU1111& ~ U I I U C  un 

receive your quota, 
r you to check your 
low of any changes. 

I r - - A l l - -  m A . . C n -  -3.- 

through what source you were to re- 
ceive your copies, that is, through the  
superintendent's office, the  master 
mechanic, or by direct mail. 

Co-onerate with us  in reporting 
changes and corrections and we will 
be able t o  iron out all the  difficulties. 

L. W. Poncik, reclalm clerk, and E. 
C. LindBman, station accountant. 

After their return, the businesa men 
expressed their apprecfation of the  
trip, which gave them a much better 
insight into the intricate workings of 
a railroad and especially of the freight 
handling division. 

l n e r e  were concessqons or a r l  ~ 1 n d S  
on the grounds and accommodations 
for all those who did not bring bas- 
kets. The lunch hour was called 
promptly a t  12:OO noon. 

At 1:M p. m. the  band pIayed a 
most enjoyable concert and did justice 
t o  i ts  already splendid reputation. 

A number of brize races were to  be 
held promptly after the concert, but 
due t o  the immense crowd, so  scat- 
tered over the grounds, these were 
eliminated. 

However. a t  2:00 p. m. a ball game 
was called between the  Frisco White 
Sox and the Kansas City Southern 
Grays, which was hard fought and 
finished with a score of three to one 
in favor of the K. C. S. team. After 
this game, the Monett team played 
Springfleld, witB a Anal ecore of two 
to one in favor of Monett. 

During the afternoon, those who dfd 
not wish t o  attend the ball games en- 
joyed the dancing in the pavillion- 
to  music furnished by the  Frisco 
band. 

The Pitteburg Chamber of Com- 
merce co-operated in every way with 
the picnic committees. 

Mr. J. K. Gibson, assistant to t h e  
superintendent of motive power han- 
dled the transportation problem. as- 
sisted by Mr. F. A. Beyer, superin- 
tendent of the west shop and Mr. 
I,. J. T,oysaht, superintendent of the 
south shop. 



A LETTER FROM IRELAND 

Engineer  Dennis Mullane W r i t e s  
of E x p e r i e n c e s  o n  R e c e n t  T r i p  

He Found Farmer Frlscoan, M. J. 
Leahy, in Motor Car Business 

a t  Listowel 

-'lwDNNIS J. MULLANE, popular 

2 ~ 2  Northern DIvIsion engineer, 
is  e n r o u b  home from his na- auld tive land. Ireland, a l ter  a 
month's visit with his parents 

in Althea, County Limerick, Ireland. 

Mullane wrote a highly interesting 
letter to  the  Magazine Department 
concerning his trip, and many old 
friends of M. J. Leahy, former yard 
engineer a t  Kansas City for the Fris- 
co, will be glad to know that he is 
prospering in the  motor car business 
in Listowel, County Kerry. 

"Our voyage on the Baltic was a 
pleasant one," Mr. Mullane writes. 
"the weather beautiful and the  sea 
like a sheet of glass. W e  left New 
York on June second, and the pleas- 
ures of voyaging a r e  confined to rope 
skipping, dancing and concerts. We 
had some very 'rare' talent on board 
and the length of the voyage was ma- 
terially shortened by their entertain- 
ment. 

"The night before land is  sighted is 
always made a gala one and none 
of the passengers retire, a s  it  would 
be impossible to rest. At daybreak, 
land was sighted and we all rushed on 
deck. I t  would be impossible for me 
to describe my feelings a t  that  mo- 
ment as my eyes again feasted on 
the land I left a s  a boy. What a mul- 
titude of thoughts kept rushing 
through my brain as I anticipated the 
joy of old associations, old friends 
and the super-joy of again seeing my 
parents. 

"As the  morning broke, I thought 
it  was  the most beautiful scene my 
eyes ever dwelt upon. The bay looked 
like a sheet of silver under the soft 
rays of a fu11 moon, and Queenstown, 
with its tier upon tier ~f houses, re- 
sembled some huge fairy palace in 
the background. The day impressed 
me with the smallness and yet the 
beauty of the  Irish fields. Accus- 
tonled to  the vast flelds or grain in 
Kansas and i ts  rolling prairies, 1 was 
impressed with the contrast In the 
small fields there. They a re  beautiful, 
however, gaily bedecked with the 
flowers, and I doubt if even the ex- 
pensively kept lawns of our millIow 
aires can equal these nature-kept 
fields of my native land. 

"The bustle of landing cut short my 
day dreaming and a voice with a rich 
brogue gave us our Arst touch of Irish 
humor, The voice inquired of a lady 
voyager. 'Trunks, Ma'am?' 'Yes,' said 
the lady. 'I guess so.' 'You'd better be 
sure, and never mind the guessing,' 
the voice returned. 

Safety on Irish Railroads 

"I left ahortly for Klllarney on the 
train and paid close attention to their 

system of railroading. Safety flrst is 
certainly their motto. All the engines 
have vacuum brakes on passenger 
trains. The freight train equipment is 
more obsolete, having no brakes ex- 
cept on the engine and hand brakes 
on the caboose. The couplings are  
steel links with hook and eye. Their 
roadbed, however, is eurely the finest 
In the world. The rails a r e  bolted on 
each alde to  the  tie with a steel plate 
above and underneath the tie (called 
Ash phtes) ,  so  that  it  is  .practically 
impossible t o  turn the rail. 

"After spending four days at Killar- 
ney. I took a train for home, arriving 
a t  the nearest railway station, Listo- 
wel. I had 8 miles to go by road and 
asked a person how to go. You can 
imagine my deIight on inquiring for 
a motor to be informed that  M. J.  
Leahy, my old Kriend and Frisco em- 
ploye, could supply me with a car. 
H e  is  in the motor hlring business a t  
Listowel and I know his many old 
friends on the Frisco a t  Kansas City 
will be glad to know that  he  is doing 
eplendfdly. I don't believe there was 
a single one, either switchman, flre- 
man or engineer, that  h e  did not in- 
quire about and ask to be remem- 
bered to." 

- 
FRISCO HONEYMOONERS 

MR. AND MRS. N. P. DUFFY 

Nathaniel P. Duffy, m c h I n l s t  a t  the 
Lindenwood shops, S t .  Loois, and Miss 
Annie CluE of Killarney, Manitoba, 
Canada, were married in St. Louis re- 
cently. Mr. and Mrs. Duffy will make 
their home in St. Louis and s ta r t  
housekeeping with the  wishes of their 
many friends Lor a happy and pros- 
perous married life. 

PRAYER I A 
I 

--ROBABLY no treight agent bn 
2 2 the  Frisco I s  better known 

Z Z than E. A Heil. newly ap. 
-w.+.o pointed traveling freight and 

passenger agent for our line. 
at New. York City. H e  was for- 
merly located a t  St. Louis. Mr. Heil 
contributed a bit of copy to the Mag- 
azine this month which is in turn 
humorous and tragic! I t  is  called. 
"The Traveling F r e i g h t Agent's 
Prayer", and Heil repeats i t  often (he 
says). The prayer: 

Oh, Lord, look with a forgiving eye. 
W e  beseech Thee, on the shipper who 
lies to us  about the fast service our 
competitors give them; strengthen the 
memory of those shippers who are 
always going to route a car our  way 
next time. Lord,  often the  hearts of 
the shipper who, as soon a s  we come 
in, gets a s  busy a s  a hen with one 
chicken and keeps us  standing around 
until our feet warp, and then gives us  
a short haul and wants i t  rushed. 
Good Lord, curb our tendency to flirt 
with the married women; the single 
ones don't count and they expect it  
anyhow. Surround with Thy power. 
oh Lord, the Superintendent, Chief 
Dispatcher, Trainmaster, Train Crews, 
e t  al., so that  our trial car won't get 
lost and we have the shipper cuss us 
out even to our ancestors. Teach us 
not to complain of the roller towel on 
which the multitude have washed b e  
fore we get there. Lord. give us  diges- 
tions like alligators that we may digest 
the steaks cut from the neck where 
the yoke works. Teach us to be 
thankful for the sump water served 
us and called coffee. Toughen our 
hides, that we may sleep soundly in 
beds already inhabited. Cause us  to  
look with a charitable eye on our 
competitors who a re  a sorry lot any- 
way. Help us with our expense ac- 
count, which never comes out even. 
and sotten, oh Lord, the hearts of our 
employers who tell a s  about cutting 
it  down. We beseech Thee, oh Lord, 
to teach our wives patience. so that 
they will wait for our salaries till we 
get them. Oh, Lord, overlook our ab- 
sent-mindedness when we get out on 
the road and forget about being mar- 
ried and, in conclusion, we  beg Thee 
when we have made our last trip. 
please don't send us beIow. We have 
had our part of that  place here on 
earth. Amen. 

FRASER-VADDARO 
The old Fraser home In Frankfort, 

lnd., which had been re-opened for the 
occasion, was the scene of 8 very pret- 
ty wedding on June 17, when Frances 
Fraser, daughter of J. H. Fraser, gen- 
eral manager of SpringfleId, Mo., was 
given in marriage to  Leo. V,addaro, of 
Forrest City, A r k  

Mr. Vaddaro is in the lumber and 
plantation business In Forrest City, 
where the young couple will make 
their home. 




