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Christmas Greetings from
President Kurn

N sending to the 30,000 employes of Frisco Lines and their families, my best
wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, I regret that it is not
possible for me to give each one of you these seasonal wishes personally.

When this issue of the Fiisco Magasine reaches your homes, the holly wreaths
will be in the windows, father will have arranged for the Christmas trece, mother
will have the famous Christmas dinner planned and the Frisco’s little folks will
be on their usual before-Christmas good behavior.

I do want you all to know we're thinking of you here in St. Louis at this
Yuletide. During the year just passing, you have done splendid work for your
railroad and for that I wish to extend you my heartiest congratulations. Your
railroad has kept pace with your efforts. The year 1926 will mark the completion
of the largest property improvement program ever inaugurated on Frisco Lines.
The 1926 budget of $21,000,000 has gone into 175 miles of new 100-pound rail,
new bridges, many miles of automatic train control, twenty-five new locomotives,
four thousand new freight cars and 1,700 additional freight cars have been
builded in our own shops at various points on the line.

We are entering 1927 with a well-warranted feeling of confidence in our
employes and in the year to come.

Before it will be time for me to send you another Christmas greeting, the
I'risco will have perfected its great gulf port at ensacola, [Florida. It will be
engaged in building up another new empire—the great Southeast. In that effort
vou will play an important part. I know you will play it efficiently and loyally.

May this Christmas season bring you many joys, and may you find pros-
perity and happiness in the new year,
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President Kurn Tells of Frisco’s Ambitions for New
Southeastern Empire in Kansas City Address

“Future of Great Southeast One of Bright Spots of America,” Chief
Executive Informs Kansas City Traffic Club Members

N cevent of singular importance to Irisco [ines

was held in Kansas City, Mo., October 20,

when “Frisco Night” was observed by the Kan-
sas City Traffic Club with a banquet and program of
addresses in the Pompeian Room ol the Baltimore
ITotel.

The progress of the Ifrisco in recent vears has heen
ol vital consequence to Kansas Citv's own develop-
ment, and the splendid achievements of Erisco Lines
was culogized by both Mr, Ifred Sobotta, president of
the club, and Toastmaster Charles D, Dooley, to the
three hundred members and guests present.

A large representation of Frisco officers attended,
and besides DPresident Kurn who delivered the ad-
dress of the cvening, the following officers spoke:
Vice-Presidents . R, Koontz, |, 15 Hutchison, and
I L Hamilton; Mr, 15, ‘I Miller, general solicitor;
AMr, H. P Wright, Kansas City, IFrisco director; and
Mr. S8, Butler, freight traffic manager,

IFor the first time since the acquisition by the Ifrisco
of the Muscle Shoals, Birmingham and Pensacola
Railroad, the aims and ambitions of the parent line
in the Sonthcast were set forth by President Kurn in
the address he delivered on this occaston.

“Kansas City’s Present and Ifuture Relations with
the Southeast” was the title of the president’s address,
and in it he told the members of the Kansas City
Traffic Club some of the developments they might
expect from the Frisco when its connection with
Pensacola, Florida, “the best natural harbor on the
Gulf”, 1s completed.

“N\ very mmportant part of our system—the Kansas
City, Fort Scott and Memphis road, had its inception
in Nansas City,” Mr. Kurn said.  “The energies of
Kansas City's citizenship went into building and financ-
ing that famous southeastern line, and its prominence
today as one of the most important and productive
links of the present [risco System is the direct result
of the inspiration of vour business men.

“I am very happy to be able to tell you tonight that
the glories of the Fort Scott and Memphis line as
one of the Middle West’s finest rail properties, are to
he still further enhanced.

“As a part of our system today, this road is very
shortly to become a part of a railroad which will run
from Kansas City on the northwest, straight through
to the best natural harbor on the Gulf of Mexico.
Pensacola, TFlortda.  Within a very short time we will
begin the construction of 150 miles of new railroad
from Aberdeen, Mississippt, on our main line, to
Kimbrough, Alabama, where the Pensacola road which

we recently purchased, ends on the north,

“On the face of 1t, this construction may scem just
another link—an expansion of an already poweriul
radroad.  But it 1s more than that —a great  deal
more than that.

“or a good many vears, as vou gentlemen know, we
of the Frisco have tried to get a scaport on the Gulf.
Our prosperity depended upon it to a certain extent.
Although originating a large percentage of onr own
tonnage, we were Ushort-hauling”™ ourselves by be-
g forced to turn all export consignments over to
other roads for destimation.

“last year we purchased the Muscle Shoals, Bir-
mingham & Pensacola Ratlroad, running from Pensa-
cola, IFlorida, north to Kimbrough. ‘T'he Interstate
Commerce Commission has just given us permission
to huild the connecting link to \berdeen, and through
these arrangements the IFrisco will get to tidewater at
last.

“As b osee this new achievement of Irisco 1ines in
the great Southeast from the viewpoint of the pro-
ductive Middle West, I am extremely enthusiastic for
the future relationship between these two sections of
the country.  This great middle-western country is
in its stride and going strong, and I am glad that the
Irisco, one of the oldest roads in the territory has had
a consequential hand in its wonderful progress.

“Just as Ioam sure of his development which uses
Kansas City for its gateway, so am | sure of the devel-
opment of this great southeastern territory which
['risco Lines is now prepared o enter.  Its future is
one of the bright spots of America today, But Kansas
City and the Middle West will share in the glories of
this new empire of conunerce and industry, and that 1s
really the subject of my talk to vou tonight,

“There will exist, as 1 sce it, a perfectly co-ordinated
interchange of the products of the Southwest with
those of the Southeast and vice versa.  The livestock
industry of the Southwest is the foundation of one of
Kansas City's greatest industries—the packing busi-
ness.  The grains of the tremendous scction of the
South, West and North which clear through Kansas
City, find export at ports in the Southeast. Kansas
City is now, and T am sure will continue to be, a great
ortginating point for rail and water travel.

“With the construction of our counecting link and
the entrance of the IFrisco into competition with other
lines with tidewater terminals, Kansas City will be
given a railroad which is ounly a few miles greater in
length than the short mileage from Kansas City to
New Orleans. T'o be exact, the distance from Kansas





