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FRANKLIN SILVER, loco- 
re engineer, eastern division, 
67 years, was retired on 
, 1927, due to total disability, 

arrer ~4 years and 2 months' contin- 
uous service. He 

-7: -. was born May 3, -. 1860, a t  Haverhill, 
Mass., and educat- 4 , in the schools 

4 near his home. His 

.=*. . 
& Maine Railroad. 

J.E'.S switchman, brake- 
man and fireman 

on  thts road and others before he 
cams with the Frisco in June, 1884, in 
the  capacity of a fireman out of Kan- 
sas  City. H e  was promoted to the 
position of engineer and served on 
the northern division, was later trans- 
ferred to the KCC&S, where h e  served 
out of Olathe, Clinton and Ash Grove, 
also Kansas City and Springfield. He 
later worked on the Osceola Sub. On 
October 1, 1889, he was married to 
Loula M. Swinney of Ash Grove, Mo., 
and to them were born two girls and 
two boys. Mr. Silver lost his first 
wife and was married in November, 
1925, to Mrs. Ida AX. Morris of Kan- 
sas  City. Mr. and Mrs. Silver reside 
a t  218 N. Pine Street, Olathe, Kans. 
His pension allowance is  $114.10 a 
month, effective October 1, 1927. 

CHARLES WESLEY CARTER, 
master painter, Springfield, was re- 
tired from active service on October 
15. 1927. due to 
total disability. H e  
was 54 years or 
age, born n e a r  
Lebanon, Mo.. Jan- 
uary 21, 1874, and 
educated in  the 
schools near his  
home. His father 
was a farmer, and 
in February, 1892, 
he  came to Spring- 
field and worked 
a s  a house car- C. w. CARTER 
penter.  apprentice 
until March 6, 1893, when he  secured 
work as a laborer with the Frisco. H e  
was placed in the paint department 

Fortr Frisco Lirrcs veteraw employes, 
xith cowbiiwd scm'ce of 117 years, 11 
mouths, arcre retired and placed on the 
Pension Roll at the mxeting of the 
Board o f  Pensions, hdd  November 17, 
1927, at the St. Lor& gemral office. 

May 13. 1893, and worked his way 
through the car, locomotive and B&B 
department a t  Springfield. H e  was 
made locomotive paint foreman July 
9, 1909, and master painter April 16, 
1914. On January 23, 1895, he  was 
married to Ida May Wright of Spring- 
field and to them were born two sons 
and a daughter. Both sons a re  em- 
ployed a t  the Frisco's West  Spring- 
field shops. Mr. and Mrs. Carter re- 
side a t  739 N. Main Street. Spring- 
field. Continuous service of 34 years 
and six months entitles him to a pen- 
sion allowance of $88.25, effective 
Xovember 1, 1927. 

STINE TAYLOR, laborer, mechan- 
ical department, Enid, Okla., was re- 
tired from service October 31, 1927, 

due to his having 

1 1 reached the age 
I limit. H e  was born 

October 25, 1857, a t  
Bedford, Iowa, and ' received his  edu- 

I cation i n  t h e  
I 

home. He helped 
with the f a r m  
work on his fa- 
ther's farm until 
he  was 24 years of 

s. TAYLOR age, and i n  1901 h e  
worked h i s own 

farm. On August 17, 1911, he  went 
to work for the Frisco a s  8 laborer 
a t  Enid. He served also a s  locomo- 
tive wiper and engine watchman. On 
January 1, 1882, he was married to 
Laura 0. Hatfield, of Bedford, Iowa. 
Nr. and Mrs. Taylor reside a t  909 
West Elm Street, Enid. Continuous 
service of 16 years and 1 month en- 
titles him to a pension allowance of 
$20.00 a month, effective November 
1,. 1927. 

FILEY D. MOORE, yard engineer, 
Kansas City terminal, was retired 
from active service on April 14, 1927, 
due to total disability. Mr. Moore was 
50 years of age, born January 1,  1878. 
a t  Warrensburg, Mo., and educated a t  
Junction City, Kans. He was em- 
ployed by the Belt Line Railway a t  

Kansas City from 1902 until 1903, 
when he came with the Frisco as  a 
nWiper and fire knocker. H e  was pro. 
moted to the position of fireman and 
in 1919 to  that  of engineer. On July 
1, 1906, he was married to  Margaret 
H. Kaplinger of Kansas City and to 
them were born four boys and two 
girls. Mr. and Mrs. Moore reside at 
1828 Belleview Avenue, Kansas City. 
Continuous service of 24 years 2 
months entitles him to a pension al- 
lowance of $35.55 a month, effective 
September 1, 1927. 

H A R R Y  P E A L  C O L V I N  
HARRY PEAL COLVIN, pensioned 

switchman, died a t  his home a t  New. 
burg. on November 29. H e  was peP 
sioned by the Pension Board in Sep 
tember, 1927, and had been paid a to- 
tal of $260.20 during his lifetime. 

JOSHUA S T E P H E N S  
JOSHUA STEPHENS, pensioned 

section laborer, died a t  his home in 
Stoutland, Mo., on December 11. He 
was sixty years of age, born near 
Lebanon, June 30, 1867. H e  entered 
the service of the  Frisco on April 1, 
1901, a t  the age of thirty-four years 
and continued in service a s  section 
man for twenty-four years and two 
months. His pension allowance waa 
$20.00 a month and up to the time of 
his death he had been paid a total 01 
$220.00. 

FRED M A R I O N  A B E E L  
FRED MARION ABEEL, pensioned 

clerk, died in the St. Louis Frisco 
Hospital on December 6. H e  was 
born on March 18, 1851, a t  Janesville, 
Wis., and entered t h e  service as r 
carpenter a t  Kansas City shops In 
August, 1879, working i n  various ca- 
pacities in Kansas City car depart- 
ment until September, 1907, when he 
was promoted to assistant foreman 
car department, a t  that point, and in 
which capacity he  was employed when 
he mas retired on account of total dia- 
ability in  November, 1916. H e  leaves 
a widow, Alice P. Abeel, who resides 
a t  3949 Central, Kansas City. Mr. 
Abeel's pension allowance was $21.05 
a month, and up to the date of his 
death he had been paid a total of 
'$3,489.45. 
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HENRY FICKINGER DIES 
Henry M. Fickinger, who served 

wlth the Frisco in many supervisory 
capacities and who, when he retired 
in March, 1906, mas vice-president and 
paneral superintendent of the Texas 
Lines of the Frisco, died a t  Boulder, 
P!lo., December 2. 

He was born November 18, 1848, 
at Kingsville, 0. He entered railway 
Fervlce in IS69 as a telegraph opera- 
tor for the Cleveland & Erie (now 
part of the New York Central). In 
1872 he was promoted to chief dis- 
patcher for that railroad and occupied 
this position until 1882. 

During the succeeding 18 years he 
served with several railroads and then 
with the Frisco passenger depart- 
ment in several responsible positions. 
In December, 1900, he was appointed 
superintendent of the Southern di- 
vieion of the Kansas City, Memphis & 
Birmingham (now a part of the 
Frisco) with headquarters a t  Mem- 
phis. In December, 1903, h e  became 
senera1 superintendent of the Fort 
worth & Rio Grande and the Red 
River. Texas & Southern (merged 
with the former) with headquarters 
at Fort Worth. 
He was elected vice-president and 

general superintendent of the  Texas 
lnes  April 4, 1904, which position he 
held until his retirement. Since then 
until his death Mr. Flckinger spent 
most of his time a t  Boulder. 

WILLIAM FRANKLIN HINKLE 
WILLIAM FRANKLIN HINKLE, 

pensioned roadmaster, died a t  his 
home in Wichita on December 7. H e  
aas born June 7, 1868, a t  Union, W. 
Va., and entered the service of the 
I'risco an a section laborer a t  And- 
over in December, 1893. H e  was pro- 
moted to the position of section fore- 
man at Bentley in  March, 1897, work- 
ing as such a t  that  point and various 
places on the Southwestern and Kan- 
sas divisions until July, 1907, nrhen he  
was promoted to roadmaster, working 
at various points in  that  capacity un- 
til December, 1926, when he  was re- 
tired, due to total disability. H e  leaves 
a widow, Mary E. Hinkle. His  pen- 
sion allowance was $70.35 a month 
rnd up to the date of his death he  had 
been paid a total of $773.85. 

ROBERT SNEAD KEENER 
ROBERT SNEAD KEENER, 72, 

lensioned B. & B. carpenter, died in 
he Frisco hospital a t  Springfield, Mo., 
Iecember 17, following a n  operation. 
le  was born In Severe County, Tenn., 
ieptember 30, 1855, and entered the 
ervice of the Frisco as  a B. & B. la- 
lorer in June, 1882. He served in that  
lepartment in various capacities and 
Iso at the north shops, Springfield, 

A Million Dollars in Pensions, Records Show 
BY W. D. BASSETT, Secretary, ~ o a r d  of Pcruiom 

T HE pension system has  now been 
in existence fourteen and one- 
halt years and during that tlme, 

805 applications for pension have been 
received, of which 693 have been 
granted. Two hundred and eighty- 
nine pensioners have passed away, 
leaving 404 on the pension roll a s  of 
December 31, 1927. These divide into 
151 retired on account of having 
reached the age limit and 253 on ac- 
count of disability. 

These 404 men served a n  aggregate 
of 11,659 years, or an average per man 
of 28 years and 10 months. Grouping 
their service into decennial periods 
we find: 46 had service under twenty 
years, 174 had twenty to twenty-nine 
years' service, 140 had thirty to 
thirty-nine years' service, 43 had forty 
to  forty-nine years' service, and one 
had fifty years' service. The average 
age of these 404 veterans is 69 years 
and eight months, and grouping them 
similarly, there are:  5 under fifty 
years of age, 20 from fifty to fifty- 
nine years of age, 134 from sixty to 
sixty-nine years of age, 206 from sev- 
enty to seventy-nine years of age, and 
29 from eighty to eighty-six years of 
age. 

These have been paid a total of 
$829,829.00 or an average of $2,054.00 
per m'an. The average monthly allow- 
snce is $40.14. 

The youngest pensioner when re- 
tired was Parnell Quick, 38 years of 
age, with twenty years' service. He 
was a clerk in the accounting depart- 
ment and resides in Webster Groves, 
310. The oldest liring pensioner is 
William Lotan Holt, machinist, 

Springfield, born a t  Rockenham, N. C., 
December 14. 1841, with 23 years' 
service to his credit when retired. He 
is one of the 44 men who appeared 
on the first pension roll for July, 1913, 
and two others of them a r e  still alive: 
John Clark, crossing flagman, Kansas 
City, born in Caxton, Cambridgeshire, 
England, June 18, 1842, with a service 
record of 41 years and s i r  montlls, and 
Henry JIiller, wiper, Springfield, born 
June 22, 1842, and serving 24 years. 

A classification of the 404 men 
shows 91 engineers, 6 flremen, 31 con- 
ductors, 15 brakemen, 3 train porters. 
2 pilots, 2 superintendents, 1 assis- 
tant superintendent. 2 yardmasters, 3 
dispatchers, 6 switchmen, 23 crossing 
watchmen, 8 roadmasters, 29 section 
foremen, 5 section laborers, 8 brldge 
and building men, 2 water service 
foremen, 12 pumpers, 23 agents, 9 
operators, 2 station employes, 80 ahop 
and roundhouse men, 18 clerks, 10 
minor officials and 13 miscellaneous 
employes. 

During the year 1927 there were 
added to the pension rolls, 50 em- 
ployes having a combined service rec- 
ord of 1,451 years or a n  average of 29 
years per man, and to these men is  
paid a n  average pension allowance 
per month of $47.89 per man. 

During the entire period of its ex- 
istence, the company has paid out to 
its retired employes, $1,251,163.07. The 
first pension roll had 44 names and 
its total was $1,216. The December, 
1927, roll had 404 names and its total 
is $16,322.70. During the year of 1927, 
38 deaths have occurred. 

and had a continuous service record 
of forty-one years and ten months. 
H e  was retired Narch 31, 1924, be- 
cause of physical disability. H e  was 
a widower with no children. His pen- 
sion allowance was $42.50 a month 
and he  received a total of $1.870. 

ERNEST PAGE 
ERNEST PAGE, veteran Frisco 

conductor of thirty-two years' service, 
died a t  his home 612% West Walnut 
Street, Springfield, on December 19. 
Mr. Page was born in Washington, 
D. C., January 3, 1869, and entered 
the service of the Frisco Lines July 
14, 1895, a s  a freight brakeman. He 
was promoted to freight conductor on 
March 11, 1900, and to passenger con- 
ductor on July 18, 1917. H e  made his 
last trip, leaving St. Louis on No. 15 
the night of December 12, and died 
from pneumonia on the night of De- 
cember 19. 

RETIRED-BUT GETS 
BUSINESS 

Although R. P. Martin, of Chicka- 
sha, former Frisco agent there, was 
retired several years ago a t  the  age  
of seventy, he  recently succeeded, a s  
secretary of Chickasha Lodge No. 44. 
I. 0. 0. F., i n  routing eighteen cars  
and many tons of L. C. L. shipments 
of materials used in the almost-com- 
pleted new Odd Fellows hall a t  Chick- 
asha, via Frisco Lines. 

In a letter to  Mr. H. C. Conley, A. 
tk F. A. a t  Oklahoma City, Mr. Mar- 
tin said in part: 

"I want you to know that I have 
been deeply interested in the Frisco 
and routed every pound (of material 
for the new hall) that  I could over 
our lines. I have routed eighteen cars 
via the Frisco and given them the 
long hauls: also many tons of L. C. L. 
shipments. 

"We have a lot of furniture for our 
hall now on the way, routed St. Louis 
and the Frisco. 
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Homemakerf Page 
MISS LORETTO A. CONNOR. Editor 

Begin Taking Your Spring Tonic Now 

W HAT is a tonic? 
Not necessarily something in 
a tall bottle. I t  is anything 

that  imparts vigor, increases '#pepn. 
makes one feel better. And a spring 
tonic is something to tone one up in 
the spring. 

But why wait until spring? Now is 
the time to take the daily outdoor ex- 
erclse, sleep in a well-ventilated room, 
and e a t  the type of food that  will 
bring one up to spring with a maxi- 
mum of vim and enthusiasm. 

Met  is most important in the fall 
and winter health regime, for too 
often the tendency is to hug the flre. 
evade outdoor exercise, and ea t  a 
heavy, concentrated diet of meat and 
potatoes, bread and butter, pie and 
cheese, omitting the fresh green 
things and the fresh fruits that  a r e  
needed for their vitamine content, a s  
well a s  their excellent laxative qual- 
ities. 

Canned vegetables a re  mighty good 
food, and improved canning methods 
bring to the farmer's table, in  winter, 
nearly all the vegetables that  make 
summer menus a delight. Indeed, one 
fyrmer of our acquaintance finally 
begged his good wife not to can beans 
and peas, corn and squash. "Fresh 
summer vegetables a r e  no t reat  if you 
can have them all winter." he de- 
clared. Few men would go so  far  
a s  that, for most farmers are  proud 
of their wives' skill in preserving for 
winter use the flnest of the summer's 
garden offerings. 

But even the  most expert canner 
cannot make her  canned vegetables 
and fruits retain all the precious vi- 
tamines they had when fresh. Cook- 
ing destroys some of the vitamines- 
on that all  authorities agree. And so. 
no matter  if you a r e  able t o  serve six 
o r  eight kinds of the  most beautifully 
canned vegetables each week, in ad- 
dition to the fine potatoes, beets, pars- 
nips and Hubbard squash you fetch 
out of your cellar, your family needs 

a fresh fruit or a fresh vegetable 
daily. 

Fortunately, two of the most bene- 
ficial fruits a r e  to be had the year 
around. They a r e  apples and oranges. 
Don't think of apples a s  something 
to eat  casually, just once in awhile. 
And don't think of oranges a s  a lux- 
ury to buy just when you wish to flx 
a big centerpiece of handsome, bright 
fruits for Thanksgiving, or something 
nice to tuck into the children's Christ- 
mas stockings. Oranges, like their 
citrus cousins, the lemons, a r e  simply 
packed with two important things- 
vitamines, that  produce vigor, and 
valuable mineral salts that  a re  highly 
important, especially to growing chil- 
dren, a s  these mineral salts are  need- 
ed to make strong Lone and tooth ma- 
terial. 

For little children and feeble, old 
persons, who do not o r  cannot chew 
perfectly, the orange is more appeal- 
ing than the apple, a s  it  can so easily 
be squeezed into a glass. The weak- 
est stomach can digest orange juice; 
i t  is  now given to babies three or  
four months old, and the diet special- 
ists say it  should be given daily until 
the last of the second teeth a re  cut. 
I t  is  given to sick people in hospitals 
when no solid food a t  all can be 
taken. 

The properties of the lemon a r e  
very much like those of the orange, 
though it is more tar t  in flavor. While 
it seems acid, its effect in the body 
is alkaline, and it  is a good neutraliz- 
e r  of any  acid condition, particularly 
rheumatism. A pint of lemonade a 
day is a most excellent drink for the 
rheumatic, hot in winter, cold in sum- 
mer, with little or no sugar in it. 
Indeed, if everybody would eat an or- 
ange every day all winter, and drink 
lemonade, there would be small need 
of bottled tonics in  the  spring. 

When obtainable, fresh lettuce, cel- 
ery and other greens should be eaten 
a s  often a s  possible in winter, also 
for their tonic effect. 

8elzed His Opportunity Insufficient Funds 
"How dare you kiss the maid while Busy Father (testily): "Well, what 

I'm out?" do you want? Be short!" 
"Why, my dear! That's the only Prodigal Son (rising to the occa- 

chance I have." sion): "1 will! I am!" 

KITCHEN COSMETICS 
Every woman who has good Benae 

tries to make herself a s  attractive u 
possible; this is not necessarily v8, 
ity, but in many cases humility. It ir 
not necessary to  patronize expensire 
beauty shops to get beauty aids, and 
the woman who has not much money 
to spend on creams and lotions will 
look about her own kitchen and find 
there a number of safe and efficient 
beauty helps. 

Corn meal is  a most excellent clean. 
ser  and softener of the skin, partic* 
lsrly for the hands and the neck which 
may have got darkened from a fur 
neclrpiece. Used with o r  without soap, 
the wet meal i s  just rough enough tn 
clean the skin without hurting it. UP 
warm water first, then rinse with cold 
water. Olive oil or mutton tallow will 
heal chapped hands and prevent chap 
ping. 

The kitchen offers several good snb 
slitutes when the tooth paste tube 
goes dry. Salt, baking soda, or lemon 
juice are  all good a s  a dentifrice. Tbe 
humble lemon also is  a n  excellent skin 
Lleach, freckle lotion, and remover of 
fruit  and vegetable stains from tho 
fingers. Many women keep hall a 
lemon handy a t  the sink or on the 
wash stand a t  all times, to remove 
vegetable stains from their finger? 
Lemon juice in the third or final rinw 
water i s  also a beauty parlor touch 
which can easily and cheaply be had 
in the home shampoo. It  leaves t h ~  
hair clean and glossy, effectively cut 
ting that slight fllm which soap sow-  
times leaves on oily hair. 

If the finger nails a r e  brittle ant 
break easily, rub in a little salad o 1  
after the hands a re  washed for the 
last time a t  night; this will tougba 
the nail a s  well a s  give it  a gloss7 
shine. -- 

Cream of Spinach Soup 
Pick over spinach and cut off the 

root. Wash carefully and thoroughly 
to remove all grit. Cook in a large 
kettle with tightly fitting lid. (Shake 
each handful of spinach a s  it  is re 
moved from the last water.) Do not 
add water. Cook ten minutes and re 
move from fire immediately. Cd 
fineIy with two knives. Add thie 5nb 
ly cut spinach to the medium white 
sauce. Allow one cup of cooked spin, 
ach to 2 cups white sauce. Season 
and serve hot. 
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tyZes for the Early New Y e a r  

M i r ~  Eliznbefh Doyle, o f  the Corre-  
r)ondtvice Bureau. S f .  Low's, Poses in 
a bhcR transparent velvet dress ,  with 
im lace lrintming. T h e  dress  i s  azade 
IU a sinrplc desiqn, w i t h  slightly ribfiled 
skirt, calrght up in front w i t h  a rhine 
done buckle. Black satin shoes nnd 1 

Mack felt hat complete the ouf f i t .  

.IED AND TESTED 
RECIPES 

Cornstarch Pudding 
!spoons cornstarch 
milk 
!spoons sugar 
milk . 

1/2 lemon 
whites 

--- 

A conbinnfion dress ,  zviih silk knitted 
waist and brozvn velvet skir t ,  modeled by 
Miss  Doro thy  Berrynwn o f  the Machine 
Bu~:earr, St. Louis. Tr in tn~i l tgs  ort the 

(Foshlons from l3. NuKent & Bros., St. Louls) 

which has scalded and cook Afteen 
minutes, stirring constantly until mix- 
ture thickens. Then add whites of 
eggs, beaten anti1 stiff, and lemon 
juice. Chill and serve. 

Sauce 
Apricots (1 cup dried fruit) 
Sugar 
3 cups water 
Wash and soak dried fruit. Cook it 

r u t  two cups milk In double boiler. in 3 cups of water until very soft. Rub 
[is sugar, cornstarch and salt and thru a sieve and put back into a sauce- 
hen well blended, pour on gradually pan, add sugar to taste and a bit of 
ne-fourth cup milk. Add to milk lemon juice. 

FROM A "SAFE" STUDENT 
Enthusiasm of school children in 

the accident prevention work of 
Frisco Lines has been evidenced i n  
many ways for several years, but i t  
remalned for pupils of the Custer City. 
Okla., public school to hit  upon the 
plan of submitting for publication i n  
T h e  Frisco E~r~ployes '  Magazine a w r i t e  
u p  by a pupil of that  school of a n  a* 
cident prevention program given there 
recently by this railroad. The speak- 
ers  were C. C. Mills, accident preven- 
tion agent, St. Louis, and R. C. Caw-  
dy, assistant superintendent of the  
western division, Enid, O k l a  

This is what the pupil wrote: 
" 'Come out of the fog and watch 

your driving', impressed C. C. Milla, 
accident prevention agent of the 
Prisco Railroad, in a n  address which 
he  recently made before the pupils 
of Custer City schools. Mills is ad- 
dressing the schools of the s tate  in 
the interest of Safety First. 

" 'Put on the  car brakes a t  least 60 
feet from a railroad track-a traln 
approaching a t  the rate  of 60 miles 
a n  hour goes 88 feet in  a second and 
the risk of beating it  ia ha~ardous' ,  
Mills advised. 

"The speaker cautioned against the 
practice of placing obstructions on the  
rails-believed to be the work of 
school children-which is  the cause Of 
many accidents. H e  discredited the  
practice of boys bumming freight 
train rides, emphasizing the number 
that are  thereby killed. 

"This talk by Mr. Mills was very 
much appreciated by all  who were 
fortunate enough to hear him. Mr. 
Mills is humorous enough to put Over 
any point and make it  stick. All the 
students a re  heeding his advice and 
will, without doubt, exert much more 
caution in the  future. 

"Accompanying Mr. Mills when he 
was in Custer City was Mr. R. C. Cana- 
dy, assistant superintendent of thie 
division of the Frisco. Mr. Canady is 
rather  well known in Custer City, for 
he  makes the  town quite often. All 
who have met him admire him so 
much that what he said in assembly 
will have a great influence on them. 
Both men have given much sound ad- 
vice and exerted much influence on 
the community. Custer City would 
appreciate having them make another 
visit a t  any time." 

How Old I s  Ann? 
Teacher-"When I was your age I 

could name all the presidents off by 
heart." 

Tommy-"Yeah, but there was  only 
about ten to remember then."-Rail- 
way Life. 
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BOY WRITES S A F E T Y  PAPER 

E l l s w o r t h  C h u n n  of Jonesboro  
Bel ieves i n  Acc iden t  P r e v e n t i o n  

E LLSWORTH CHUNN, son of J. 
C. Chunn, engineer in the Jones- 
boro Yard, is a n  enthusiastic 

believer in preventing accidents. 
Recently the Junior High School 

asked for a n  essay to be m i t t e n  on 
"Safety First", and Ellsworth submit- 
ted a n  extra fine one, which, in part, 
is quoted below. H e  is  the  winner of 
the spelling championship in the ward 
schools of Jonesboro and holds a 
splendid school record on attendance. 
H e  has also served on the safety first 
committee of his school. 

"Safety First problem No. 6 in  the 
funlor High mathematics states that 
In 1908 there were 5,460 persons in- 
jured in Fourth of July accidents, and 
in I916 but 820. This shows a de- 
crease of 84.98 per cent. 

"The safety first movements have 
shown a large percentage in reduction 
of accidents in  personal, home and 
community interests. I t  has  stopped 
the man from blowing into the muz- 
!ale of a gun to see if i t  was loaded; 
i t  picks up the broken glass and bends 
the protruding nails; i t  opens the  
school house doors on the outside so 
they cannot be jammed by children in 
case of fire; i t  keeps the sick ones 
from taking a dose of the wrong medi- 
cine and stops the careless housewife 
from keeping poison medicine in the 
cupboard with her baking powders; 
it  vaccinates dogs against hydropho- 
bia, digs the storm cellar and causes 
school buses to stop a t  all railroad 
crossings. 

"A train traveling fifty miles a n  
hour covers a half mile in  thirty-six 
seconds and a passenger train of ordi- 
nary length will pass a crossing in 
about six seconds. I t  does not take 
long to wait thirty-six seconds when 
life is a t  stake. Every school boy 
and girl, when riding in a n  automobile, 
should call attention of the driver a t  
railroad crossings so that they may 
'Cross Crossings Cautiously'." 

THE FAIRY'S  GIFT 
By RUTH ERVIN,  Chaffce, Mo., 

13 years old. 

Going down the street one very cold 
night, a very small boy trudged along. 
H e  was barefooted and was just going 
home from a hard day's work. H e  was 
thinking of the fine gifts the boys 
would get, because the next day was 
Christmas. 

.The lad's father was dead and this 
meant that he wouid have t o  keep his 
mother in clothes and food. 

Soon he  reached his old home. His 
worn mother greeted him a t  the door, 
and then they went in to  their humble 
supper. The mother asked the  bless- 
ing and then they nte with relish the 
poor meal. As soon a s  the night's work 
was finished, they read thelr Bible 
and then said a prayer, (for they never 
forgot God), and went t o  bed. 

The next day was Christmas, and 
everyone was happy, even this young 
boy, for he didn't have to  work and 
could s tay a t  home with his mother. 

He had just awakened and a s  soon 
a s  his eyes were open, h e  gazed about 
him in mild wonder a t  the house. 

It  was changed from one end to the 
other. I t  was very beautiful to  look 
at. While he was  gazing a t  all the  
wonderful changes which had taken 
place in his humble abode during the 
night, a fairy appeared and told him 
that that was his Christmas gift for 
himself and his mother, given to him 
because he  trusted in God. 

After that they worshipped God 
more than ever. 

Ruth Ervin, the daughter of a Fris- 
co employe a t  Chaffee, has  often con- 
tributed to the Twilight Page. Her  
poems have been published, a t  inter- 
vals and this Christmas story was sent 
to the ~Magazinc for reprinting. 

Ruth hopes some day to be able to 
write for big magazines and newspa- 
pers, and she has a n  enviable collec- 
tion of little poems and stories which 
she has written and which she hopes 
to  preserve for future reference. 

What Did H e  Mean 
Caddie Master (to new recruit):  

"Now then, young feller, hop t o  it ,  
and don't just stand aroun' lookin' 
dumb like a s  if you was a member ol 
th' club!" 

TAKES PART IN PROGRAM 
A letter from Ernestine Hall of 

Bluffdale, Texas, informs the Twilight 
Lady that  she is going to perform on 
the Christmas program a t  her school, 
and give the little piece which was 
printed on the Twilight Page for De 
cember, "The Marriage of Santa 
Claus." 

Ernestine saya: "This is the first 
time I have written you so I want lo 
get acquainted. My sister's name ia 
Jacqualine. She has  been writing you, 
and she got me in the notion of writ- 
ing to you, too. 

"I a m  ten years old and in the shth 
grade. My teacher's name is  Mrs. Em- 
mett . .  I wish you could spend the hob 
idays with me. We a r e  going to have 
a lovely Christmas program and I am 
going to say the reading 'The Mar- 
riage of Santa Claus' which was on the 
Children's Page in the Fritco ihgn- 
zitre. ivy dad is agent here.'' 

The Twilight Lady was certainly de 
lighted t o  hear from Ernestine and 
hopes that she had a lovely Christmas, 
that the reading went off very smooth- 
ly, and that  she'll write again soon. 

k 
Place nine o r  ten 

coins in a hat 
Allow one o f  

uour audience to 
i i c k  a coin from the 

hat, holdinait two or three minutes 
then droppin4 it back into the hat. 
Shake the hat s o  that the coins are 
mixed up. 

Slave ona of qour 
audience to blind- 
fold qou . 

The chosen coin 
is detected bq the 
warmth it has contract- 

( ed From the persons hand. 




