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I MMEDIATELY after the was be- 
tween the states, a raflroad was  
projected in Northeastern Missfs- 

sippi and Southern Alabama, by Gen- 
era1 Nathan Bedtord Forrest, t h e  Con- 
federate cavalry leader. Times Were 
hard and money scarce, and during 
the panlc at 1873, the project failed. 
General Forrest returned to his home 
in Nemphis, broken in health and 
fortune, and died four years later. 
Before his death he predicted that 
some day hls work would be taken 
up and a railroad completed. 

His prediction came true a half 
century after his death. The  St. 
Louis-San Francisco Railway has com- 
pleted a railroad along the survey 
made by General Forrest, which will 
give tbe Frisco an outlet to the Gulf 
af nlexico a t  the great harbor of Pen- 
sacola. The  new link of the Frisco 
runs from Aberdeen, Miss., to Kim- 
brough. Alabama, connecting with the 
Muscle Shoals, Birmingham & Pensa- 
cola Railroad, acquired and rehabili- 
tated by Frisco Lines. Linlrin:: up 
this Important Gulf Port with the 
industrial and agricultural territory 
now served by the Frisco Lines, will 
undoubtedly open up a great trade 
with both Central and South Ameri- 
ca, giving the manufacturers and 
farmers of the South and the Middle 
West  transportation facilities that 
will enable them to materially expand 
their present markets. 

This new line of the Frisco, south 
from Aberdeen, Miss., penetrates the 
heart of a wonderfully fertile district 
in the northern part of what is known 
as 'the Tombigbee River district. This 
river derives its name from an old 
Chief of the Chickasaw Indians, since 
a t  one time a portion of this terri- 
tory belonged to the Chickasaw tribe 
acd was ceded to the United States 
by a treaty in 1816. A portion of the  
territory was also owned by the Choc- 

taws and later ceded to the govern- 
ment. 

The early settlers depended an  
water transportation only, and Aber- 
deen was substantially the head of 
navigation for the Tombigbee River. 

The Tombigbee Valley has two dis- 
tinct types of soil. It  is located in 
the heart of the black prairie belt 
that lies athwart northeast Missis- 
sippi, running southeast from Tupelo, 
Miss., ending below Linden, Ala., to 
the southeast and crossing to the east 
side of the Tombigbee River and the 
new Frisco road in Greene County, 
Ala., in the vicinity of Aliceville. The 
soil in the prairie belt is of lime for- 
mation, very fertile and practically in- 
exhaustible. 

East of the Tombigbee River in 
Monroe and Lowndes counties, the 
soil is a fine sandy loam, admirably 
adapted to all general purpose farm- 
ing. 

The climate is ideal with short win- 
ters and long, delightful summers. 
The average rainfall in the northern 
district is about 47 inches. The aver- 
age temperature in winter is about 
42 degrees Fahrenheit, and about SO 
degrees in summer. In the southern 
district the average rainfall is about 
62 inches, and there is a very long 
growing season, and rare  storms or 
sudden changes of temperature. 

The crops that grow best in the 
northern district are: corn, hay, al- 
falfa and cotton. Sweet clover grows 
wild along the roadside, and is  con- 
sidered one of the best pasture plants 
in this district. Japan clover is  one 
of the important hay and pasture 
?]ants of the loam soil and takes the 
place of alfalfa on this type of soil. 

Corn in this district has a very long 
growing season. It is planted from 
March 1 to July 30, enabling the 
farmer to  grow oats or clover, fol- 
lowed by corn. The yield varies from 
25 to 75 bushels per acre. 

Cotton has, and always will be, one 

of the leading money crops of the 
south. This is a splendid cotton pro- 
ducing territory and cotton always 
wlll be recognized a s  one of the staple 
crops of this district. 

Too much cannot be said of the  
opportunities in this land for dairying. 
Abundant pasturage, long growing sea- 
son, inexhaustible water and ideal 
soil and climatic conditions for the 
growing of forage crops, are  rapidly 
making this one of the leading dairy 
sections of the country. The indus- 
try is growing by leaps and bounds, 
and several milk condensories have 
been located in the nearby vicinity. 
There a r e  also a number of splendid 
creameries furnishing a local market. 

Many pure bred and high-grade 
dairy- herds, consisting of Jerseys, 
Guernseys and Holsteins, a r e  located 
in this section. 

Truck crops, such a s  sweet pota- 
toes, Irish potatoes, watermelons, can- 
taloupes, cucumbers, beans, tomatoes, 
etc., can be, and are  grown, in a 
large commercial way. All leading 
truck crops such a s  beans, peas, tur- 
nips, cabbage, okra, kale, sweet corn, 
etc., can be produced a t  a time when 
there is a good market demand. 

The southern district, between Kim- 
brough and Pensacola, specializes on 
fruits and berries. Satsuma oranges 
are being grown profitably in the Pen- 
sacola district, and the acreage is  be- 
ing rapidly increased. The Satsuma 
orange has a wonderful flavor, and has 
 he advantage of ripening from four 
to six weeks before other Florida or 
California oranges. The Satsuma tree 
begins bearing a t  three years, and 
produces commercially a t  five years. 
It  is very prolific and requires no ir- 
rigation as  there is sufficient rainfall 
aL all seasons. 

Many growers of Satsuma oranges 
have added' a few grape fruit and 
kumquat trees to their orchards, a s  

(Now turn to Page 31, pleosr) 



August,, 1928 Page 25 

Farming Scenes 
in 

F risco's New 
Territo y 



r a g e  26 

A PORT AT LAST FOR FRIErn l ~ T r C  

S EVENTY-NINE years ago this las 
month, Mr. ~ o h n  M. Weimer. Being a Short Historg of the thf 
president of t h ~  Paciflc Rail- L--BI.w-u t,..~.c;m n c . w  6tI;mr.T 

road, and his associates finished 79-Yca us' Effo  rt of th  i s  startled in 1902, when the Frisco 
a mehlorable battle on the floor acquired control of the Kansas 
oc the Missouri legislature, and Railroad fo Reach Tidewater city, Fort  scot t  and Memphis 
e I n  that  Railway Company, through a 
d he legis- L "community of interestw which 
1; ithorized was in reatity a purchase of all  
the incorporation of the  Pacific Co"'biled froqrr Ofice of the common stock of that pro- 

merged victorlous. ( 
.ate, August 12, 1849, t 
ature of Missouri a1 
. . . . 

railroad "empowered to construct 
n standard gauge railroad from Frank- 
lin, (now Pacific), Mo., a town thirty- 
four miles southwest of St. Louis, t o  
Rolla, Mo. a distance of seventy-eight 
~nlles." 

It  is easy to imagine the elation of 
President Weimer and his  officere. 
Only a Pew years before the school 
board of Lancaster. Ohio. bad refused 
to allow the  use of a school room for 
a meeting t a  discuss the possibility of 
a railroad thru their city, settlng 
farth their reasons tha t  a railroad 
was a n  instrument of the  devil, and 
the idea of men of unsound mind. 
On all sides the valiant pioneers of 

, what is now the great St. Louis-San 
Francisco Railway, had been beset by 
the hardships which hamper men with 
new ideas, and the battle before the  
legislature had brought them many 
heart-aches and dlsappolntments be- 
lere  the act authorizing them to  build 
was finally passed. 

In August, 1866, the Pacific Rail- 
road was reorganized a s  the South- 
west Paclfic Railroad, then in May 
1868, again reorganized a s  the South 
Pacific kailroad Company. 

Easily to  be seen, these pioneering 
railroad men of seventy-five years 
ago, had determined on reaching t h e  
ocean, thus tapping the great middle 
&lid southwest with a line to  carry i ts  
products to ship-side a t  a point on the 
west coast. 

But the wny was hard and money 
scarce, and the South Pacific in 18'70 
conveyed Its franchises and property 
to  the Atlantic and Paciflc Railroad 
Company, incorporated July 27, 1866, 
by an Act of Congress with authority 
to  construct a railroad "from Spring- 
fieTd, Mo. to the PaciW ocean." 

At the  date  of acquisition by thb 
A. & P., the property Of the South 
Paciflc consisted of 253 miles of com- 
pleted single track standard gauge 
railroad, extending from Franklin t o  
Peirce City, and thirty-nine miles of 
graded roadbed from Peirce City t o  
Seneca. Mo. 

With the formation of the Atlantic 
& Pacific Railroad, new life was 
breathed Into the struggling parent 
property of Frisco Lines. and between 

Frkco Liees. 

1870 and 1876 the Atlantic and Pacific 
cumpleted the  Hne from Franklin to 
Seneca, then known a s  the Missouri 
Division, and constructed a n  exten- 
  ion, thm known a s  the Central Divi- 
sion, from Seneca to  Sapulpa, h d i a n  
Territory (now the  S ta te  of Okla- 
homa). It also constructed a line of 
563 mlles from Isleta, New Mexico. 
t o  Needles, Cal i for~ia .  This line was 
known a s  the Western division/ and is 
now a part of the Atchison. Topeka 
C Santa Fe. Needles was the  farth- 
eul west the F'risco ever bullt toward 
Lhe long-sought Paclfic port. 

We first see the name of the present 
company in the records of 1878. In 
Kovember, 1873, receivers were ap- 
pointed for the Missouri Division, 
which was sold a t  auction September 
S, 1876, to  Mr. W. F. Buckley, acting 
for the St. Louis and San Francisco 
Railway Company, which was incor- 
porated under the Iaws of Missouri, 
on September 10, 1876. Subsequent 
to  i ts  organization, the  St. Louis and 
San Francisco Railway Company 
operated both tbe  Missouri and the  
Central divisions of the Atlantic and 
Pacific. In 1890 the Santa F e  secured 
control of the St. Louis and San 
Francisco Railway Company. 

But the Santa Fe did not long re- 
tain the property. In 1893, default of 
bond interest resulted in another re- 
ceivership and in June. 1896, the p r e  
perty wan bought a t  public auction by 
ik purchasing committee and turned 
over to  the St. Louis and San Fran- 
civco Railroad Company. This com- 
pany was incorporated tn Missouri, 
Jnne 29, 1896, to acquire and operate, 
independently of the Santa Fe. the  
properties of Its predecessor company. 
which by that  tlme had been extend- 
ed by construction and purchase t o  
include some 963 mlles of line. This 
did not include the 112 miles of the 
Central Division of the  Atlantic and 
Paciflc, which, however, i t  acquired 
in December, 1897, making a total of 
1,075 miles owned. 

Days of splendid progress for the 
parent companies of the Frisco, were 
these of the last few years of the 

it century and the first few of 
? present. 
R a i l - n n A  n C - n l r s  -rr.l.+ 

perty. With th i s  purchase the  
Frisco also acqulred control o t  the 
Kansas City. Memphis Railway and 
Bridge Company, and the Kansas 
City, Memphis and Birmingham Rail- 
road Company, since all the stock of 
both of these companies was already 
owned by the  Kansas City, Fort Scott 
aud Memphis company. 

The magnitude of this achievement 
is  more easily understood when it  is 
known that  the purchase, in total, al- 
most doubled the mileage of t h e  
E'risco system. 

One year later another surprise was 
passed on to railroad men, when the 
Frisco acquired the Chicago & East- 
ern Illinois Railroad, thus securing a n  
outlet to  the Great Lakes and a con- 
i~ection with the parent property a t  
St. Louis. 

I1 began to look as i f  the ambitious 
dreams of PresPdent Welmer were t o  
be realieed a t  last, although his Paci- 
fic port had changed to a great lakes 
outlet. 

Then in April of 1907, the Frisco 
acquired the  Gulf Coast Lines, with 
a splendid terminal a t  New Orleans. 

"At last," transportation ;workers 
said, "the Frisco has  reached tide- 
water. With the construction of a 
link or so in Texas, the Frisco will 
h a r e  a through route over its own 
rails from the Great Lakes to  the 
Gulf." 

But that  was not t o  be. 
On May 27, 1913, when the Frisco's 

miles of road totaled 3,454, receivers 
were appointed, and the property sold 
under foreclosure on July 19. 1916. 
The new company bore the present 
hame, the St. Louis-San Francisco 
Railway Company. 

It  seemed that Frisco Lines was 
not to  accompllsb the 75 year old 
uream of the orlglnal founders in 
reaching tide-water. From 1913 until 
1925 the road continued i t s  irnprove- 
ruent in i ts  physlcal property, com- 
pletely recovered from the setback 
attendant oll i ts receivership, and 
took a position of first rank among 
trunk line railroad8 of America. 

Then in July, 1925, the railroad 
world recelved another surprise when 
President J. M. Kurn of the Frisco 
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Proof that the visio;ts of  the brorrrotcrs o f  the Karzsas City Fort Scot1 otrd G d f  railvond have beer$ carried out by their 
successors. i s  cort;airrcd m tire above pictrrre. Torrt from a titrwtnblc i sswd in 1883 by the h-. S.  F. S .  and G .  (a predecessor 
compoirg of  the Karrsas City Port Scott atrd dfcnrphis, irow a Part of the Frisco), the i!la~troiiorr depicts a parlor ch&r car 
approachirrg P~ssaca la ,  Florida, with the busy bay of Pmsacoln clenrly visible through the car tvindows. The timetable bear- 
irrg this picture was sent President J .  d [ .  Krrrir recently By Mr.  W .  A. Evntrs of Chicago. At thc time the folder was printed 
it was in thc vision of th? ~~mnagenrent o f  the Gulf road to construct o live to  Pcnsacok. The tiirritable aas found in the 
bock o f  a picture in the Union Leagup Club o f  Chicago by Gerrcral LcRoy T .  Stewart, and is the o d y  known copy in exittence. 

announced the acquisition by his 
road of the Muscle Shoals, Birming- 
ham and Pensamla Railroad, a 150 
mile line extending from Pensacola, 
Florlda, on the Gulf of Mexico, north 
to Klmbrough, Alabama. Approval of 
the purchase by the Interstate Com- 
merce ,Commission followed shortly, 

MOVIES MADE OF PENSA- 
COLA OPENING 

Two thousand feet of motion plc- 
tures were made by Frisco Lines 
of the colorful scenes incident to 
the special trains which ran over 
the new llne into Pensacola, Fla., 
the week of June 25-30. The pic- 
tures show the celebratlons at 
Aberdeen, Columbus and Demo- 
polis, and several hundred feet are 
devoted to the parade at Pensacola 
and to the steamship Inspection 
kip. The Frisco's lift-span bridge 
over the Black Warrior River just 
north of Demopolis, Ala., is shown 
with the span lifting as I t  permits 
river traffic to pass, and the air 
regatta a t  Pensacola comes in for 
its share of the shots. 

Two prints of the film, which 
takes twenty minutes to run, are 
being shown in various Frisco cit- 
ies at this time. Frisco people 
who desire the film are requested 
to make arrangements with their 
local theatre men, then notify W. 
L. Huggins. Jr., Director of Pub- 
licity, Frlsca Bldg., St. Louis, on 
what date the theatre will show the 
film. A print of the film will then 
be rent for all Frisco folks to see. 

and the Frisco soon began the con- 
struction of i t s  connecting link from 
Kimbrongh north to Aberdeen. Mis- 
sissippi, on the Frisco's own line. 

The official opening of the new 
h e ,  held June  25-30, crowned the ef- 
forte of many generations of Frisco 
officers In reaching tide-water. First 

EXHIBIT FARM PRODUCTS 
The San Carlos Hotel, the scene of 

great activity during the celebration 
of the Frisco's entry into that city, 
was also the scene for the flrst a g i -  
cultural exhibit of products grown in 
the Pensacola district. Mr. Fred L. 
Sanford, agricultural and industrial 
agent for Prisco Lines a t  Pensacola 
had 123 different articles on display, 
all grown within forty miles of Pen- 
~ a c o l a .  The exhibit was arranged in 
haste only three days before the cele- 
bration, and attracted a great deal of 
interest among the business men of 
Pensacola. A permanent exhibit of 
local products is  now planned and 
Mr. Sanford is confldent that more 
than 250 different vegetables, grasses, 
fruits and farm products can be gath- 
ered together within a radius of 5fty 
miles of Pensacola. 

The new line started the year with 
a movement of more than 375 cars of 
Irish potatoes. Early sweet potatoes 
have just started moving. Early 
peaches have been moving for several 
weeks and it  is expected that 200 cars 
of this commodity will be handled be- 
fore the end of the season. 

Mr. Sanford highly praised the fer- 
tile soil in this section of the country 
and says, "next year I feel certain 
that  the Pensacola territory will ship 
1,000 cars of produce over our llne." 

toward the PacIfic, then to the Great 
Lakes, and tinally to the Gulf of 
Mexico--that is  the  75 year history 
of this rallr6ad for a tide-water out- 
let for the tremendous tonnage origi- 
nating in its middle western terri- 
tory. 

RECORD BERRY 'CROP 
A total of 2,460 cars  of straw- 

berries, the greatest volume of this 
commodity ever handled in one 
season by the St. Louis-San Fran- 
cisco Railway Company, was moved 
during 1928, according to a report 
issued July 1 by W. L. English, 
supervisor of agriculture and re- 
frigeration for Frisco Lines. 

The largest previous movement 
on the Frisco was in  1922 when 
2,117 cars were handled. 

The season closed June 15 and 
the largest shipping 'points were 
Sarcoxie, Mo., with 326 cars; 
Springdale, Ark., 206 cars, and Mo- 
nett, Mo., 194 cars. 

The season's shipment was di- 
vided into 1,475 freight cars, 1192 
express cars and less than carlot 
express shipments equivalent to  
the balance. 

As in past seasons the strawber- 
ries were distributed to almost 
every s tate  in the union, with a 
particularly heavy movement to 
Canada, Mr. Englfsl states. 
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/ On the Frisco's First Trains to Pensacola, Florida 1 
The 230 business men from Frisco's vast territory whose mantes 
follow, were on the special trains to Per~sacola June 25-39. 

TULSA, OKLA. 

Howard 0. McClure, President Atlas 
Life Insurance Co. 

A. E. Bradshaw, Executive Vice- 
Presfdent First Natlonal Bank. 

F. J. Ryan, President Ryan Motor 
Company. 

C. A. Mayo, Mayo Hotel. 
F. R. Halliburton, Vice-President and 

Treasurer Halliburton-Abbott Co. 
Kirk E. Latta, Secretary to the 

Mayor. 
Merritt J .  Glass, Realtor. 
T. H. StefTens. President Sand 

Springe Railway Company. 
Alvin C. KrupnIck, Photographer. 
Matt Beard, President Highway 

Construction Company. 
Day Waldrep, Representative Tulsa 

Junior Chamber of Commerce. 

JEFFERSON CITY, MO. 

R. I?. Campbell, Superintendent 
Traffic, Missouri Highway Commis- 
sion. 

LIBERAL, MO. 

Edwin M. Lipscomb, Vive-President 
Lipscomb Grain & Seed Company. 

WICHITA, KAN. 

George Smallish, Secretary Chamber 
oC Commerce. 

George Graves, Trafeic Manager 
Dold Packing Company. 

Harry Constant, Vice - President 
United Sash & Door Company. 

Charles Rose, Treasurer Wichita 
Trunk Company. 

E. 0. Moore, Traffic Representative 
Kansas Milling Company. 

NEODESHA, KAN. 

E. A. Warren, Vice-President Stan- 
dard Oil Company. 

W. J. Small, President W. J. Small 
Hay Company. 

MADISON, ILL. 

Joseph Grenzer, Vice-President, Bar- 
ber Asphalt Company. 
W. S. Darrow, General Manager 

Barber Asphalt Company. 

CARBON HILL,  ALA. 

Frank Cobb, Manager Galloway 
Coal Company. 

BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 

A. R. Long. President Brookside- 
Pratt  Mining Company. 

G. C. Kershaw, President Kershaw 
Construction Company. 

\ 

J. W. Kennedy. Assistant to the 
President, National Coal & Coke Com- 
pany. 

T. A. RIcQough, McGough Bakeries. 
S. F. Knowles, Superintendent 

Ainerican Railway Express Company. 
W. C. Adams, Adams, Rowe & Nor- 

man. 
E. T. Willcox. Assistant Traffic 

Manager Seaboard Air Line Railway 
Company. 

&I. 0. Travis, Secretary, Black Dia- 
mond Coal Mining Company. 

E. D. McKinney, Traffic Manager 
Hammond Iron Company. 

A. W. Vogtle, Traffic Manager, De 
Bardeleben Coal Corporation. 

H. H. Knight, Traffic Manager Gulf 
States Steel Company. 

Person Moore, Vice-President Prat t  
Fuel Corporation. 
S. L. Yerkes, Vice-President Grider 

Coal Sales Agency. 
Henry T. DeBardeleben, President 

DeBardeleben Coal Corporation. 
W. S. Bruce, Traffic Manager Wof- 

Cord Oil Company. 
Lee Allen Brooks, Sales Manager 

Cosby-Hodges Milling Company. 

SPRINGFIE.LD, MO. 

George Olds, Managing Editor The 
Springfield News, The Springfield 
Leader. 

A. L. Farnham, Manager Producers 
Produce Company. 

Harry Cooper, Harry Cooper Supply 
Company. 

Everett Beazley, Wood-Beazley Seed 
Company. 

Forest W. Lipscomb, Secretary and 
Sales Manager, Lipscomb Grain & 
Seed Company. 

H. A. Meyer, Treasurer The Meyer 
Milling Company. 

Sam E. Trimble, Executive Vice- 
President Union National Bank. 

D. N. McGregor, McGregor Hard- 
ware Company. 

Ignace Glaser, Levy-Wolf Dry Goods 
Company. 

R. R. Ricketts, President Springfield 
Seed Company. 

Charles McGregor, McGregor Motor 
Company. 

A. J. Eisenmayer, Eisenmayer Mill- 
ing Coinpany. 

W. C. Eisenmayer, Eisenmayer Mill- 
ing Company. 

H. F. Fellows, President Springfleld 
Wagon Company. 

W. E. Ogston, President Service Ice 
Company, Ogston Contracting Com- 
pany. 

W. P. Keltner, President Spring- 
field Creamery Company. 

E. C. Hackett, Secretary Chamber 
of Commerce. 

H. 0. Parman, G. D. Milligan Grocer 
Company. 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. 

E d w a r d Overholser, President 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Stanley Draper, Manager Chamber 
01 Commerce. 

I. G. Bentley, Manager Traffic Bu- 
reau, Chamber of Commerce. 

C. T. Robinson, Manager Carroll- 
Brough-Robinson Wholesale Grocer 
Company. 

T. A. Janeway, President Liberty 
National Bank. 

W. I?. Haven, Vice-President Secur- 
ity National Bank. 

D. E,  Malone, Alexander Wholesale 
Drug Company. 

C. S. Harrison, Vice-President The 
Boardman Company. 

R. W. Robberson, Manager J. B. 
Klein Iron & Foundry Company. 

J. 1-1. Johnston, Manager Oklahoma 
Cotton Crushers Association. 

H. C. Martin, Nichols Realty Com- 
pany, Inc. 

FORT SMITH, ARK. 

H. S. Cutting, Secretary and Treas- 
u re r -For t  Smith Rim and Bow Com- 
paw.  

A. Y. Berry, Berry Dry Goods Com- 
pany. 

A. N. Sicard, President First Nation- 
al Bank. 

Leigh Kelley, Real Estate  Dealer. 
W. E. Harding, Glass Manufacturer. 
F. G. Speer, Wholesale Hardware. 




