
PENSACOLA CELEBRATES MARDI CRAS 

P LUNGING gaily into the en- King Priscus X X I  V and ly for the royal falnily. 
chanting realms of phantasy. The floats in the parade, de- 
~ensaco l ians  forgot business HiS Queen Lead Thousands signed by Miss ~ a r i o n  Howe, of 

cares for two glorious days and Pensacola,, depicted the adven- 
gave themselves W-ho~eheartedly of MCYQ Subjects in Pre- turous and romantic history of 
to the celebration of Mardi Gras Pensacola, said by many to be 
on March three and four. Ruled Lenten March 3 and 4 the oldest city in  t h e  United 
during that period by his im- 
perial highness, King Priscus the 
Twenty-fourth and his most gracious 
queen, Pensacola's jubilant citizens 
found a deal of entertainment ar- 
ranged for their approval by their 
majesties. 

Throughout Saturday aud Sunday, 
March 1 and 2, furious preparations 
were made throughout the city for 
the heralded arrival of the Kine and 
his brilliant retinue 
Monday. 

Excited watchers 
gathered by t h R 

hundreds a t  the 
foot of Palafox 
s treet  wharf a t  
that time. and 
watched eagerly 
for the silvered 
w i n g l s  of the 
R o y a1 seaplane. 
Soon the plane 
arrived and King 
Priscus, in the 
elegance of his 
ermine robes and 
bejeweled crown 
and scepter, and 
with m a ~ k e d  face 
in keeping with 
Mardi Gras tradi- 
t i o n s ,  stepped 
ashore to be wel- 
comed in hilar- 
ious fashion by 
his subjects. Gra- 
ciously accepting 
the key to the 
city which was 
presented w i t h 

the San Carlos Hotel. 
A deserved rest had been arranged 

for their majesties, and no public ap- 
pearance was required of them on 
Monday night. However, subjects of 
the King and Queen made merry a t  
many balls and dances throughout the 
city during the night, the principal 

States. The first float represent- 
ed an Indian village with braves 
and their squaws gathered around a 
tepee set in a forest clearing. Pan- 
fllo de Narvaez, Spanish adventurer, 
and a handful of his men featured the 
second float, which was a representa- 
tion of a small boat making i ts  way 
through the water of Pensacola Bay. 
Spanish, French and English occupa- 
tion were represented in the  next 

three floats. A walled Spanish 

His  iblajestg I<l?tu Priscrrs X X l V  and Ilev ~Vltrjesly the Qwreir, rrrlers of  the 
I'crrsocoln iblnrdi Grns, riiag 0c seeit iit the photograph c i b o ~ ~  ntlirrd irr robcs of 
royal e~rrrirle and srwroic?dcd bjl the corrrt attendants, krriglrts, lntiies of the 
corrrt, poglcs nrid storrdnrd bmrcrs.  The  picture avos mide  at the ~oro~tatiort  cere- 
morrics. M r .  Jnck Gnrlt, jrotcng Pertsacoln bltsi~rcss mart, is the king, orrd Miss 
Gretchcrl Htttcltinsorr, dnrryhter of Dr .  nitd Mrs .  Clarerrcc Hzttckiitsoir. is the queen. 
The  cororiation bnll w a s  oire of the kiglr-lights of the four-dny Mardi Grns fcstiz*i- 
tics at Pensacola, March 1 to 4. 

pomp and ceremony by Mayor H. J. 
Bayliss, King Priscus led the royal 
procession through the streets of 
Pensacola, bowing in regal dignity to 
the thousands of his subjects who 
lined the streets. Beside him was a 
beauteous queen, already announced 
a s  Miss Gretchen Hutchinson, daugh- 
ter  of Dr. and Mrs. Clarence Hutchin- 
son of Pensacola. 

King Priscus began his reign in 
royal fashion, and no sooner had the 
parade come to its close In a blast 
of music from the military bands 
which led it, than the King and Queen 
led their retinue to the first of the 
court feasts in the dining r o o m  of 

event being held a t  the famous San- 
ders Beach where confetti and noise- 
makers helped in the general gayety. 

Up betimes were their royal inajes- 
ties on the following morning, and 
their first duty was to officially s tar t  
the outboard motorboat races off 
Sanders Beach, where cheering hun- 
dreds again acclaimed them. 

At three in  the afternoon on Tues- 
day, the mystic parade of the King 
and Queen, with many floats and 
beautiful attendants was held through 
streets cleared of traffic, but nearly 
ankle deep in confetti and serpentine. 
Worshiping subjects again lined the 
sidewalks and cheered long and loud- 

huge roses mak- 
ing a beautiful 
s e t t i n g. Indic- 
ative of the Maid 
of Orleans was 
the seventh float, 
with a huge white 
horse bearing a 
lovely rider in 
c o s t u m e .  An- 
other float in the 
p a r ade featured 
a gigantic book 
with the letter- 
ing "The English 
Language", indic- 
a t i v e  o f  t h e  
tongue which had 
come to stay in a 
c i t y which h a  d 
k n o w n  French, 
Spanish and In- 
dian speech. Two 
more floats were 
dedicated to  the 
years in  w h i c h  
t h e  c i t y  h a d  

grown to power, one carrying the idea 
of old Fort San Carlos and the next 
picturing the governor's mansion. 

The last float depicted the Pensa- 
cola of today and was a n  excellent 
piece of workmanship. The brilliant 
sun of a new day shone on the waters 
of Pensacola Bay over which a bridge 
of steel was thrown from mainland 
to peninsula, with airplanes circling 
overhead and tall buildings telling 
their own story of progress. 

At 8 o'clock that  evening the coro- 
nation ball was held a t  Keyser Audi- 
torium and K!ng Priscus was revealed 
a t  Mr. Jack Gant, prominent young 
Pensacola busineee man. .l 



Pr~rsacola's nttractiz-e Queen 
of Mardi Gms ,  114iss Gretchen 
H~~tchinsorr, dairgltter- of Dr. 
a ~ ~ d  Mrs. Clnrcncc Hutchinsorr, 
npprnrs iir thr oval. Dr. Hilt- 
. . 

chinsort w a s  forrrterly co~isrrlt- 
ing strrgcort for Frisco Lines 
ill Prnsacola. 

Forrr o f  the ~nong  Dcalttifrtl 
floats which featured the gi- 
gnntic pnrndr arrnngrd Dy 
King P r i s c 11 s the T ~ w r r t y -  
fo~rrtk.  for  itis thonsatzds o f  
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OLDEST CONDUCTOR RETIRES FEB. 1 

"N 0, SIR," said the flnicky and found that she had jumped 
female passenger on Con- S .  L. Coouer Of Springfield out of the window. The two chil- 
ductor S. L. Coover's dren were left with the Matron Concludes Forty-eight 

Years Sevoice 
traIn, "you can't have my ticket 
until we get to the end of the run. 
I've been warned against men 
like you taklng tickets and money 
away bom unprotected women 
passengers! " 

~ u t  that was forty years ago, and 
one of the events which conductor 
Coover recalled as he sat in bls home 
on Washington boulevard, Springfield, 
Mo., enjoying the leisure which comes 
with retirement. 

Up until January 30, 1930, he was 
the oldest conductor in active service 
with a record of forty-eight years. He 
began his service on the Frisco as a 
brakeman in 1880, left to work for 
the T&P and returned to the Frisco 
a short time later. He was promoted 
to the position of freight conductor 
in 1883 and to passenger conductor 
in 1885. He used to run from Spring- 
field west to Wichita, also between 
Springfield and Kansas City on the 
High Line when it was first opened 
up, and was the conductor on the 
first train over the High Line out of 
Kansas City. 

"Railroading in the old days? We 
really used to railroad then," he said. 
"There was hardly a day went by 
that we didn't have a car or an en- 
gine off the track and we literally 
carried frogs on our back." 

The recent birth of a baby on 
Frisco's No. 9 brought to mind a simi- 
lar incident years ago. Mr. Coover 
says that the experience of having a 
baby born on his train was the most 
unnerving incident in his years of 
service. When he found the woman 
in his coach was expecting the birth 
of the child, he rushed frantically 
through his train in search of help. 
Two women passengers were in the 
coach. They absolutely refused to 
have anything to do with it, so con- 
ductor Coover became "Dr. Coover" 
for the space of a few minutes until 
the train stopped at Lebanon and a 
"real" doctor pronounced everything 
OK. The baby was wrapped in a 
shawl which served for its first 
clothes. 

"There used to be a time when the 
engineers would not set the brakes 
on their engines," he said. "The con- 
ductor and brakeman had to set the 
hand brakes. 

"One time we came from Dixon to 
Springfleld with an engine and a ca- 
boose. I was a brakeman then and 

S .  L. COOVER 

together with my buddy we decided 
we would play a trick on the engi- 
neer. He had to take water a t  Cox's 
Pond, now Delmar. We cut the en- 
gine off and stopped the car, but he 
went on, thinking we would stop his 
engine. He went about a quarter of 
a mile and had to back up to the 
water tank. We stopped the caboose 
where we thought he would back the 
engine. But there was about six feet 
between where he stopped the engine 
and where we had stopped the ca- 
boose. And do you think he'd back 
up? No sir. He made us take a hook 
and move the caboose down to where 
his engine was. So the joke was on 
us!" 

Among the harrawlng experiences 
he related one of particular interest. 
An Italian woman with a ticket from 
St. Louis to CaliIornIa boarded his 
train a t  St, Louis. She had been de- 
tained because or her queer actions, 
but finally was released to continue 
her trip. With her were her two 
children. She could neither speak 
nor understand English. After leav- 
ing St. Clair Mr. Coover missed her 

at Springfleld knd several days 
later they found the mother who 
was uninjured from her Jump 
through the window. She evi- 
dently became contused and 

frightened because of the noise. 
Such important personages as Mr. 

and Mrs. Wm. McAdoo, John McCor- 
mack and Harry Lauder have been 
passengers on his trains, and when 
the E'risco officials used to make their 
inspection trip over the line, Mr. 
Coover always officiated as conductor 
of the special train. 

"People expect all the service they 
get now days," he said. "Long ago 
they thought nothing of a few hard- 
ships, but now the traveling public 
has been educated to expect every 
comfort. Their manner has changed, 
too. They are courteous and appre- 
ciative. But we used to have some 
unruly customers before prohibition 
days. I have taken many a train out 
of St. Louis on New Years Eve, 
when everybody had plenty to drink. 
There were ten gallon jugs of whis- 
key and wine on the floor of the 
coaches one night and bottles were 
in evidence everywhere. They 
whooped it up all night. Stockmen 
used to take their stock to the St. 
Louis market and were boisterous on 
their return. Now they are as sober 
when they leave as when they ar- 
rive. 

"I think that the automatic block 
system is the greatest invention in 
railroading today." he said. "Al- 
though there will be many inventions 
in the future to make railroads safer, 
that I believe will be the greatest. 
And I want to say, too, that much 
credit is due our engineers today. 
Take this last big snow and mleet 
storm, with the rails covered with ice. 
They must make the schedule and 
they sit with their hand on the 
throttle driving through a bllnding 
snow storm. Those automatic block 
signals are beacons af light to them 
on such a night and I don't see how 
we ever got along without them." 

He. alsa praises the officials of the 
Frisco Lines of today. He has found 
them just, and men of sterling quality 
and his association with them has 
been most pleasant. 

For the last three years Mr. Coover 
has served as conductor on the Texas 
Special between St. Louis and Spring- 

(Now tur~r to Page 9, please) 
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Bathing Beauties, Ball Players, Teachers and Sh rinc rs 
Trawl  on Frisco's Finest Trains 

Seven r ,  
7vhy S ~ ( I ~ S  
observation 
the Florid 
cia1 were a, 
nrircm on 11 
arrd 6 ore .$I 

ccnter. T h  
ladips were 
"most beau 
their respeg 
of Utah,  A 
Kansas, A 
sowri, Calif 
hotnu, and 
Miami (Fln.) rreaury  now wtrerr 
this photograph was  takeit at Mciitphis, Tenic. 

A t  the left above are next  sear on'^ world's 
champion baseball players (perhaps) entraining Over 
the Texas  Special at S t .  Lortis, for spring trainitcq 
i l l  S a n  Antonio. D o  you recognize a ~ y  of these 
hTezv York  Giants? 

School stcperintendcnts also prefer Frisco service, 

ver,  vra rrrsco Lures on reuruary 
19, 20 crrrd 21. inchided T r o f i c  Manager Hugh  

Snyder  und Grtteral Agent Bob Hopkitrs, both of 
Oklahonw City. T h e  Shritrcrs attended the annrral 
meeting o f  !he Shrine Directors' Association. Earl 
S.ruan, president of the Shrine Directors' Association 
of h'ortk America appears in the car vestibule in the 
pho/oyrapIr bclow. 
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RECEIVES FIFTY-FIRST FRISCO PASS 

I N acknowledgment of his 1930 forget, and I recall yet the ex- 
white card pass good on all Major B. R. Davidson of pression on his face. One woman 
trains on Frisco Lines, Mr. B. in a small bonnet and huge flar- 

R. Davidson. oensioned attorney Fayettevillc Has Interesting ing skirt  saw some of the men 
o f ~ayet tevi i le ,  A r k., wrote 
President J. M. Kurn the follow- 
ing message; "I a m  in receipt of 
my fifty-first annual pass over 
the Frisco, my first signed by C. W. 
Rogers, my last by you. I thank you 
sincerely. I feel an abiding interest 
and have tried all these years to be 
loyal to the Company. 

A visit with Mr. Davidson a t  Fay- 
etteville revealed the fact that he  has 
religiously saved every pass he has 
ever received and he has a stack 
more than a foot high. The most in- 
teresting collection is  that of the 
14-risco. 

His oldest pass on the Frisco is 
dated 1380, and is  on the St. Louis & 
San Francisco Railway Company, 
which, according to the printing on 
the reverse side consisted of 629 
miles, divided a s  follows: St.  Louis 
to Vinita, Indian Territory, 364; 
Peirce City to Wichita, 217; Orono- 
go, Mo., to Joplin, Mo., 10; Joplin to 
Girard, Kans., 38. The pass is  hand 
written by an expert penman, and 
signed by Mr. C. W. Rogers, general 
manager. Signature of the owner 
was not required a t  that time, and 
the printed matter states that by 
using the pas?, the owner assumed all 
risk of accidents, etc A tiny loco- 
motive with huge, impressive smoke 
stack helps to decorate the Pass, 
which is  in a remarkably fine state of 
preservation. 

Major Davidson states that he  car- 
rind passes on practically all the 
made i n  the United States, which he 
used continuously in the performance 
of his duties a s  solicitor for the Frisco 
in Arkansas. He was appointed at- 
torney for the Frieco in March. 1896, 
however had been handling cases for 
them prior to this time which entitled 
him Po the transportation. 

Major Davidson recalls condemning 
the rlght-of-way in 1880, when it  was 
decided to lay the track for the 
Wisco into Arkansas. When the 
building program was started, Messrs. 
Jo  Holcomb, James Vanhoose and 
himself, together with flve others 
signed the bond to obtain the right- 
of-way from the  Missouri line to Fay- 
etteville. They had a $10,000 sub- 
scription behind them. Major David- 
son attended to all the legal business 
from the Missouri line to  Fayette- 
ville without charge to the Frisco and 

Collection - Fi rst Pass 
Dated 1880 

was employed by that line as  soon a s  
they entered the state, in a legal ca- 
pacity. The line crossed the Nis- 
souri state line early in 1880, and was 
opened into Fayetteville in June, 
1881. 

These passes on foreign lines which 
Major Davidson had issued to him 
were in constant use, as  he used to 
travel over the United States from 
California to New York taking depo- 
sitions in regard to damage to peach 
shipments. 

H e  picked up a pass dated 1881, 
which resembled the 1880 pass ex- 
cept that the road's mileage in that 
year was quoted a t  701 miles. When 
in 1881 the flrst train came into 
Fayetteville with Mr. C. W. Rogers, 
general manager aboard, the citizens 
selected Major Davidson to present to 
him a gold headed cane. 

"I recall many interesting details of 
the train's first arrival and one was 
the appearance of a man 110 years 
old who had come from the hills of 
Arkansas to see his first train," he 
said. "It was a sight I shall never 

standing on the back platform of 
the last car and she shouted to the 
crowd, 'Look a t  those men, stand- 
ing in the feed box,' " 

Both the 1800 and the 1881 pass 
quote Mr. Davidson's title a s  director, 
St. Louis, Arkansas & Texas Railway. 
This was a company organized in or- 
der to build the line into the state, 
and a s  soon a s  constructed was 
turned over to the Frisco. 

Probably the next pass of interest 
is dated 1895, and is one good over 
the Kansas City Fort Scott & Mem- 
phis, called "The Memphis Route." 
This one is signed by Mr. Geo. H. 
Nettleton, president and general man- 
ager, and also signed by Mr. J. H. 
Emmert, who bore the title of gen- 
eral manager's assistant. The pass 
entitled the holder to ride over the 
Kansas City Fort Scott & Memphis. 
Kansas City Memphis & Birmingham, 
Kansas City Clinton & Springfleld 
and Current River Branch. This pass 
required the signature of the holder 
and was made out on the typewriter. 

The old Pullman's Palace Car Com- 
pany's pass dated 1895 would prove 
interesting to  the old veterans. I t  was 
made out by hand and entitled the 
holder to one seat or berth and bore 
the inscription on the back: "Also 
in all cars running over other 
roads with which the road named may 
form through sleeping or parlor car 
lines between any points emlnaced 
by such lines." 

In 1901 the pass on the Memphis 
Route was signed by Mr. B. F. Win- 
chell, president and general manager 
of the Frisco, and countersigned by 
Mr. S. T. Fulton. 

The flrst pass issued over the sig- 
nature of Mr. J. M. Kurn, president, 
and J. W. Small, of the pass bureau, 
was issued in 1920, and is restricted 
on trains, 1, 2, 9, 10, 105, 106. This 
pass evidently received more use than 
the others for it is in a slightly soiled 
and worn condition. 

In the collection of old passes which 
he has are  several on the St. Louis 
& Sari Francisco Railroad Eating 
Houses, which entitled the holder to 
meals a t  fifty cents each a t  all houses 
on Frisco Lines, and was signed by 
Fred Harvey. There a r e  also Wells 
Fargo & Co.'s Express passes, Western 
Union Telegraph Company pasees, 
passes good for the handllng of per- 
sonal packages via United States Ex- 




