
H. L. WORMAN ELECTED VICE-PRESIDENT 

T HOUSANDS of Frisco em- SucceedS J.  E. Hutch ison as tor, and his duties consisted of 
ployes who work with the inspecting all equipment and ma- 

Aenizines and cars which 
transport the  business on this 
railroad of ours, nodded approv- 
ing heads when they read in their 
daily newspapers of another promo- 
tion in service just given to the man 
they call "The Chief." 

Public announcement of the eleva- 
tion on January 1 of Mr. Harry L. 
Worman, superintendent of motive 
power, to the position of vice-presi- 
dent of operations, was made by 
President Kurn on December 13. In 
succeeding Vice-president Hutchison, 
Mr. Worman took over direction of 
the operating department, and also re- 
tained his jurisdiction over the me- 
chanical department of the company. 
He will have charge of approximately 
22,500 men, 7,500 of them employed in 
mechanical work, and 15,000 in train 
service. 

Widely known in railroad circles 
throughout the nation, Worman's rail- 
road career has covered thirty-two 
years and twenty-five years of that  
service has been in the employ of 
Frlsco Lines. 

Born in Salem, Ohio, July 19, 1881, 
Worman completed his education 
when he graduated from grade schools 
in his native town, and moved to a 
farm near Omaha, Neb., with his 
famlly, when he was fourteen. While 
working on the farm of a neighbor, 
he saw his first threshing machine en- 
gine. The snorting engine fascinated 
him, and when a rainy spell tied up 
the threshing crew for a few days, 
young Worman risked a hiding to 
take the engine to pieces and put it 
back up again. He has never con- 
quered that  love for things mechani- 
cal. A few months later he quit the 
farm job which was paying him $18.00 
a month and went to Omaha, determ- 
ined to find work in the shops of the 
Union Pacific. His youth and inex- 
perience, coupled with the panic of 
the year, 1897, prevented that, how- 
ever, and he  went to Kansas City. 

A blizzard was howling through 
Kansas City when the 17-year-old boy 
arrived in the Kansas City yards one 
freezing November day in 1897. H e  
had five dollars in his pockets, and 
not an inkling that 22 years later, 
almost to  the day, he would ride into 
Kansas City on his private car a s  a 
high official of Brisco Lines. Then 
followed a few months a t  odd jobs in 
Kansas City. Always on the alert for 
a railroad job, Worman made friends 
with a roundhouse foreman for the 
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Kansas City Southern who got him 
his Arst job a s  a regular railroad man. 
It  paid $1.25 for a twelve-hour day. 
His duties were to sweep out the 
roundhouse. 

Ambitious young men with brawny 
shoulders didn't sweep floors long, 
even in those days, and later in the 

fall of 1898 he apprenticed as  a ma- 
chinist, although his pay remained the 
same. After four years he became a 
full-fledged machinist, and left the 
railroad game to work in the press 
room of the Kansas City Star where 
he remained for two years. But 
teuding presses of a newspaper, even 
a large onc, didn't satisfy his desire 
for coal and smoke and snorting en- 
gines, and in September, 1905, he  
made his first connection with Frisco 
Lines as  a machinist in the Kansas 
City shops. 

Then his climb upward began in 
earnest. A year later he was pro- 
moted to roundhouse foreman a t  
$115.00 a month and a year af ter  that 
he was made machine shop foreman 
a t  Ft. Scott, Kan., a t  $125.00 a month. 
In 1910 he got the first "general" in 
front of his title, when he was made 
general foreman a t  Ft. Scott, a t  
$135.00 a month. The Frisco created 
a n e e  mechanical job in 1915, and i t  
was given to Worman. This time his 
title was general mechanical inspec- 

chinery over the entire system, 
and reporting directly to the "big 
boss," the superintendent of mo- 
tive power, then held by P a t  T. 

Dunlop. The salary went up con- 
siderably, too-this time to $175.00 a 
month. 

Two years later he got his fifth 
promotion in twelve years, and went 
to Memphis, Tenn., a s  master me- 
chanic of the Southern division, a t  a 
salary of $300.00 a month. 

James M. Kurn came to Frisco 
Lines a s  vice-president in 1918, and 
federal manager during war times, 
and he must have noticed the splen- 
did record made by this rising young 
mechanical man, because in May, 
1919, he appointed him assistant super- 
intendent motive power and gave him 
complete charge of the locomotive 
department of the entire road. 

C. C. Higgins, who was then super- 
intendent of motive power, was killed 
in a railroad accident on November 
5, 1920, and there was no doubt about 
his successor in the "sand house" 
gossip which raced over the railroad. 
Worman was appointed to the job on 
November 15, and has held that po- 
sition a few weeks more than ten 
years. 

Mr. Worman was married to Miss 
Dorothy Brooks Rhodes of Springfield, 
Mo., in 1928. They will move to St. 
Louis shortly after the Arst of the 
year, and make their home a t  the 
Park Plaza apartment hotel. 

SPRINGFIELD LEADS GROUP 
October was the second consecutive 

month during which Springfield, Mo., 
had the fewest errors in handling 
freight of any station in the Group 
One classification, entitling i t  to hold 
the group pennant during November. 
A total of 29,639 shipments were han- 
dled there during October with 26 
errors. Tulsa was second in this 
group handling 30,254 shipments with 
29 errors and Kansas City took third 
place, making 52 errors in handling 
30,846 shipments. 

In Group Two, Oklahoma City had 
the best record during October and 
received the pennant of the group 
which it  held during November Prom 
Birmingham, where it  had been won 
during September. A total of 12,305 
shlpments were handled a t  Oklahoma 
City during October. with 9 errors. 
Birmingham was second in this group, 
making 18 errors in handling 16,740 
shipments. 
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a danghter to support. Mr. Foland 
was one of the Frisco's most con- 
scientious employes and he  loved his 
road and his work dearly, and taught 
me to love it. Just  making the flags 
for it has  meant much to me  and I 
feel that I am carrying on in a very 
small measure where he left off. I 
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this time is not a s  great a s  
number of years ago, there i 
time a total of 1,820 of all col 
each month, and the work is  equally 
divided between the four and they a r e  
paid three cents a flag. Each of them 
say that  they can make between 100 
and 200 a day, for they a r e  only 
stltched on two sides. 

Mr. Foland died in 1901 while in 
the service of the company, and 
through the store department Mrs. 
Foland secured permission to make 
the flags. They had previously been 
made by the ladies or the St. John's 
Episcopal church of Springfield. In 
that day the  Frisco operated many 
more trains than a t  present and the 
consumption of flags a montb was far 
beyond what it is at the present day 
and provided a good lirelihood for her. 
In fact, the  task ot  making the entire 
lot required proved too large and part 
of the orders were given to Mrs. Mary 
Ketchum. 

"I don't know what I would have 
done without that  work shortly af ter  
Mr. Foland's death," Mrs. Foland 
said. a s  she sa t  in her neat little home 
a t  1527 Summit avenue, only a short 
way from the Frisco's north slde 
roundhouse. "Like many men he did 
not leave much insurance, and I had 
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A picture o f  Mrs. C. W .  Cresson ap- 
pears above. Photographs o f  the other 
ladies were slot obtainable. 

am also proud that I was the flrst 
widow to receive this work. 

"When my daughter grew up, she 
secured employment with the Frisco 
in the general offices and later mar- 
ried Owen Davis, now assistant night 
yardmaster a t  Monett, Mo. We lost 
her by death twelve years ago, and so 
I am quite alone except for distant 
relatives in the east. 

"I am sixty-two years of aBe, and 
I hope that I shall always be abIe, a s  
long as  I am here, to do this small 
bit of work for the  road which I love 
so  dearly. and I want to do It, in 
memory of Mr. Foland." 

Mrs. Foland divided the work with 
Mrs. Ketchum, whose husband came 
up through the ranks from a call boy 
to a n  engineer. H e  was only twenty- 
flve years of age when he dled, and 

then1 splendid educations and to 
maintain a home. One of them 
served the Frisco for a num- 

ber of years and the second one mar- 
ried a Frisco employe. 

"We do not make nearly a s  many 
a s  we used to make, but nevertheless 
the task of making them now is 
equally a s  pleasant a s  it  was to me 
years ago. I shall never lose my in- 
terest in the Frisco-it furnished us 
with so inany of the good things of 
life through both my husband and my 
daughter, and I now enjoy the privil- 
eges accorded me a s  a member of the 
auxiliary to the Brotherhood of Loco- 
motive Engineers. Mr. Ketchum had 
just been promoted to the position of 
engineer and had joined the Brother- 
hood when he was killed. We lived a t  
Monett a t  the time and there was no 
auxiliary there, but since then I have 
become active in the work of the 
auxiliary to Division 83, which is lo- 
cated at Springfield, and enjoy the 
association of the women here. 

"I have always been interested in 
the Frlsco and just now I am particu- 
larly interested in this flght against 
the busses and trucks. I feel sure that 
the competition is so unfair that con- 
ditions will be righted, and I am do- 
ing everything I can to talk for the  
Frisco a s  against such unfair com- 
petition." 

Mrs. Margaret Willigan is the third 
widow of a Frisco employe to aid in 
the making of these flags. Mr. Willi- 
gan was employed as  a roadmaster on 
the Western and Eastern divisions 
and later appointed a s  general road- 
master a t  Wichita. He dfed in 1899. 

Mrs. Willigan remembers the "good 
old days" when the h i s c o  turnlshed 
its employes with roller towels and 
besides making the flags s h e  used to 
prepare the towels for the  rollers. 
When Mr. Willlgan dled she was left 
with six children and she sapa that 
she does not know now how she would 
ever have reared them and sent  them 
to school had it not been for this work 
which was given her. She 1s also tbe 
oIdest (in age) of the Frisco widows, 
and has reached her seventy-fourth 
birthday. 

All these women with one exception 
have had daughters who have been 
employed by the Frisco and Mrs. 
Willigan is exceedingly proud of the 
service record of her daughter, Anna. 
who is  known to thousands of Frisco 

( N o w  tttrn to Page 31, please) 
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A ROMANCE OF GRAPES IN MISSOURI 

I N 1905 an Italian boy by the year-old vines, and a vineyard re- 
name of R. 31. Cardetti arrived R. rd a d s  quires the minimum amount of 
in the big s t .  Louis Union Sta- A n  Italian Colony of care to last for a lifetime. ~t 

this time of the year, the vines 
G r a ~ e  - Growers  a t  a r e  being pruned. Later in 

tion from 1Caly. H e  did not speak 
the American language-he did 
not know American customs, but 
he had a ticket on the Frisco Rail- 
road which read, "Knobview, Mo." 

As each train was prepared to de- 
part he went to the gate and handed 
the gateman his ticket. Each time 
he  was motioned back to the waiting 
room, he understood that his train 
was not ready to depart yet. That 
night he  slept in the waiting room, 
and after a long tiresome night 
and a repetition of going the next 
morning to the different gates a s  the 
trains were called, he finally located 
and boarded the train that carried him ~ ~ 

to Knobview. 
Today Mr. Cardetti is 

a n  exponent of the maxim 
that the ambition to learn 
will overcome the great- 
es t  obstacles. H e  has 
mastered the E n g 1 i s h 
language; he has estab- 
lished himself a s  t h e  
F'risco Agent a t  Knob- 
view, where he has served 
since 1915, and as  an out- 
standing citizen he has 
been honored with the of- 
fice of Justice of the 
Peace of St. James Town- 
ship, and is manager of 
the Knobview Fruit Grow- 
ers' Association. Through 
the efforts of this associa- 

Knobview, Mo. 

the following payments were skipped 
for the first year until the crops be- 
gan to pay and these people could 
"get on their feet." 

Today Knobview is  one of the most 
thriving small towns on Frisco Llnes. 
Good substantial homes dot the land- 
scape, but the settlement has re- 
mained Italian. The postmaster, the 
section men and all merchants in the 
town are Italians and they are  ex- 
perts in their line of producing some 

tion, Knobview, which has been es- 
tablished a s  one of the greatest grape 
growing centers in this part of the 
country, shipped 72 cars of grapes via 
Frisco Lines during 1930 and 150 tons 
were called for in trucks, with a 
revenue of $42,000 to this Italian 
colony, a great part of which was 
from Mr. Cardetti's vineyard. 

Mrs. Cardetti came over with the 
flrst contingent of Italians. Their ar- 
rival to this country from Italy was 
sponsored by Sam E. Hughes, then 
colonixation agent for Frisco Lines, 
and the Frisco railroad offered the 
land to the Italians a t  $3.00 an acre. 
However, the first contingent landed 
a t  Sunnyside, Ark.. but later, under 
the leadership of Father Bandini the 
band separated, some of them estab- 
lishing the Ita!ian settlement a t  Tonti- 
town, Ark., and the remainder corn. 
ing to Knobview, 310. 

The first year the inep went to 
Joplin and worked in the mines, after 
constructing crude homes, in order to 
make the money to buy the land. The 
first payment required was $15.00 and 

the spring the ground is plowed 
and when the shoots on the 
vines a r e  about s i x inches 

long, they are  sprayed before the 
grape blooms appear. After the blooms 
appear, they a re  sprayed again and 
two or three weeks following thls 
spraying, the same process is repeat- 
ed. In case of wet weather, the spray- 
ing process has to be performed again 
to keep away mould. 

During harvest time, the last of 
August and during September, the 
vineyards here furnish the spectator 
with a busy picture. Between 300 and 

M r .  arrd M r s .  Cnrdctti in t lwir  virrcyard 

of the country's best grapes. 
Many of the vines now a t  Knobview 

were brought over from Italy. These, 
however, were of the wine producing 
variety, and when prohibition came, 
the Concord was grafted on to this 
Italian grape which produced one of 
the best of the  table variety. Mr. 
Cardetti still retains the original bit 
of land he purchased when he first 
arrived in Knobview and also has ac- 
quired land which totals more than 
400 acres, practically all of it pro- 
ducing grapes. 

Some time ago the Stark Fruit Com- 
pany sold them a variety of grape 
which is now known a s  "The Knob- 
view Special" and which is one of the 
best produced in this section. It  is a 
deep purple in color, luscious and a 
wonderful table grape. Other varities 
grown there are  the Concord, Dela- 
ware and Niagara. 

The land around Knobview is par- 
ticularly well adapted to grape grow- 
ing, a s  it  Is rich and does not need a 
fertilizer. According to Mr. Cardetti 
they get their first crop from three- 

400 people a r e  kept busy 
cutting the crop and plac- 
ing them in baskets,  for 
shipping. 

With the tremendous 
proportions which t h e 
crop assumed, the people 
of Knobview began to 
wonder about marketing 
them, and so nine years 
ago they f o r m e d  the 
Knobview Fruit Growers' 
Association and elected 
Mr. Cardetti as manager. 
Through this association 
they readily found a mar- 
ket for their product and 
it is interesting to  know 
that out of the 72 cars 
which were handled over 

Frisco Lines during 1930, they went 
to markets in Montana, Pennsylvania 
and Minnesota, a s  well as practically 
all states surrounding Missouri. One 
hundred and fifty tons of the grapes 
were called for by purchasers and 
the total revenue from the entire 
crop amounted to $42,000. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cardetti have five 
children which they are  educating in 
American schools. All of them were 
born in Knobview and the son, twenty 
years of age, is attending the Rolla 
School of Mines; the daughter, twenty- 
two years of age, has  attended the 
St. Louis schools. 

Knobview today has 150 inhabitants, 
but !Mr. Cardetti remembers well the 
scene which greeted him when he 
flrst got off the Frisco's train thers. 
With the exception of the Frisco sec- 
tion house, an old log building, and a 
box car that was used for a telegraph 
station, wooded land greeted this 
Italian boy, who has won wealth and 
happiness in this land of opportunity. 



RENOWNED AS COOK FOR 45 YEARS 

M RS. %I. V. FLORIAN of Mrs. M .  V.  FIorian of Pa- the meal until after midnight. But 
Pacific, Mo., reminds one 
of the proverbial "old lady 

in the shoe." e s c e ~ t  that  she 
knows just what to ^do with her 
children. 

Her "children" constitute the 
boys who a re  employed by the 
Frisco Railroad in and around Pacific, 
Mo.. and her home has been their 
home for the past forty-five years. She 
has served meals to Frisco employes 
for that  long, is a widow of a Frisco 
conductor, and still lives in the little 
home she  purchased when she first 
went to Pacific. 

The Frisco boys call her "XIother," 
and she does not need to spend money 
on advertising, for "Mother Florian's" 
chocolate pies have been advertised 
by word of mouth from coast to coast 
by the boys who have once been board- 
ers  a t  her home and who have taken 
employment with other  railroads. 

Mrs. Florian came to Pacific in 1879, 
long before the Frisco Railroad was 
built into St. Louis, and Pacific was 
quite a terminal. She purchased a 
little home which is only a stone's 
throw from the Frisco railroad tracks 
and started serving meals in 1885, and 
she says that the first Frisco employe 
who ever a te  a meal in her home was 
Ben Adams, formerly a conductor on 
Frisco Lines. 

Besides feeding from 25 to 30 men 
three times a day in her home years 
ago, she  prepared from 80 to 90 
lunches to be sent to various points in 
and around Pacific. She would put a 
number of them on local trains to be 
taken t o  crews working down the line, 
in fact  very few freight trains or 
passenger trains ever went through 
Paciflc a t  meal time that  did not carry 
a number of lunches. 

To the average person, the feat of 
putting up 80 or 90 lunches would be 
a task indeed, but the manner of put- 
ting these lunches up in individual 
dishes, is a task which is hard to com- 
prehend. But this woman was in- 
genious and could pack them in mar- 
ket baskets so that  they would ar- 
rive in splendid shape. 

In this work she was assisted by 
her three daughters, but even with 
this assistance, the task of managing 
such a business fell on her shoulders. 
It was interesting to hear her tell how 
she planned each day. 

She usually arose a t  3:30 and start- 
ed her baking which consisted of 
making from 30 to 40 pies. Just  a s  
the pies had been taken from the oven 
and placed on a shelf to cool, it was 
time for breakfast and she prepared a 

cif ic ,  Mo., Has Prepared 
Countless Meals for 

F r i s c o  M e n  

most appetizing one for her hungry 
railroad boys. Eggs, cereal, biscuits, 
ham, jellies and preserves were always 
on the menu. 

From breakfast on, she was kept 

JIRS. XI. V. FLORI.\N 

busy preparing the noon meal, for men 
a s  a rule are  hearty eaters,  and rail- 
road men especially. One of her most 
famous dinners consisted of soup, four 
vegetables, pie, corn bread, home-made 
light bread, roast, chicken or wild 
meats in season. The meal which was 
served a t  night was the same, served 
cold. 

"Mother Florian" never failed to 
give her boys a big turkey dinner a t  
the New Year, Christmas and Thanks- 
giving, and many messages have been 
sent to her from "down tlie line," aslr- 
ing that she prepare a meal for 6:00 
p. m. and due to a snowdrift or a n  
unexpected delay, the sender of the 
message did not arrive to consume 

he found "Mother Florian" with 
a pot of hot coffee and a meal 
which would have done justice to 
the most hungry man. A request 
was a request and she  is proud to 
say that she has never fallen 
down on one. 

They love to tell a story about this 
energetic woman, who found time to 
do so much. When wash day came 
around she always arose a t  3:00 in 
the morning, would s tar t  a fire under 
the iron kettle in the back yard and 
s tar t  tlie water to boiling. Someone 
in the town, not familiar with her 
hours of labor saw the sparks flying 
in the air and phoned the flre depart- 
ment. When they arrived on the 
scene they found her, calmly boiling 
some soiled linen. 

We asked her what she paid for her 
food in the days when she had so 
many boarders and she said a $4.00 
roast would put up all her lunches 
and feed her regular boarders; a 
chicken, which she might purchase for 
25 cents, would put up six lunches 
with two pieces of chicken in each. 
Two pounds of butter sold for 25 cents, 
and she  could secure two dozen eggs 
for 15 cents, and she charged 20 and 
25 cents for each meal. Her fresh 
vegetables were purchased from the 
farmers, a s  well a s  her eggs and 
home-made bread, but her pies, for 
which she was justly famous, she 
made. 

She has never used a gas stove, but 
prefers the old wood burning range, 
and there is a kitchen and dining 
room built separately from her home, 
where she prepared all these meals. 

She also kept a number of boarders, 
who found her home one of the clean- 
est and most comfortable of places. 

She is a member of the Ladies' Aid 
of her church in Pacific and when they 
give church dinners today, one may 
find her in the kitchen, supervising 
operations and participants of the 
meal feel assured that they will re- 
ceive their money's worth. When the 
church puts on a Bazaar, "Mother 
Florian's" pies and cakes do not want 
for a buyer and she always sells out. 

"I didn't have to work that way al- 
ways," she said, "for I was married, 
but I just enjoyed it and of course 
then when I was left a widow, I had 
to support my children. I think I 
would rather cook than do anything 
else," she said. 

She has led a strenuous life. She 
does not prepare the meals she once 
did. Her home is the home of a num- 

( N o w  tlrrrt to Page 31, please) 




