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WRITES ON RAILROADS 
Dr. R. C. Hon C o m ~ l e t e s  Work 

Two Newspaper Editors State Their Views 
On Railroad ~ f f k e n c ~  

A NUMBER of Frisco employes' 
sons have distinguished them- 
selves In the academlc fleld, 

but probably foremost among these is 

DR. RALPH C .  HON 

Dr. Ralph C. Hon, son of Gus Hon, 
Frisco Lines engineer on the Memphis 
sub-division. Dr. Hon holds the  eco- 
nomics and business administration 
chair a t  the Nebraska-Wesleyan Uni- . 
versity of Lincoln, Neb., and his 
career is of especial interest to em- 
ployes, since he has maintained con- 
tact with his father's profession to 
the extent of making an outstanding 
study of railroads. His dissertation 
on the subject, "Railroad Efficiency 
Since 1920," has received wide and 
favorable notice among rail execu- 
tives in this country and the Russian 
Association of Engineers in New York 
City has had the work translated as 
a part of its program for improve- 
ment of railways in Russia. The 
Commissariat of Russia, a body that 
corresponds in some respects to the 
Interstate Commerce Commission, will 
publish the book there. 

Dr. Hon has been in his present po- 
sition since autumn of 1929, having 
received his Ph. D. degree from the 
University of North Carolina, where 
he  was a fellow in economics during 
the  1927-1928 school year. During the 
school year of 1928-1929 he held a 
similar position a t  the American Uni- 
versity of Washington, D. C. Dr. 
Hon received his A. B. degree from 
the University of Illinois in 1924 and 
from there he went to Harvard Uni- 
versity a t  Cambridge, Mass., where 
two years later he was awarded a n  
A. M. degree. 

Typical of the syntpathelic and understanding attitude taken by newspaper 
cdilors in Frisco tcrrilory, toward the problem of a fair and just regulation of 
transpor~otiotr co~~~potPiotr,  are hose two articles from the Sottthwcst-An~crican of 
Fwt Smith, Arb., and lhe Nmr of Baxter Springs, Kan. Editor C .  A .  Yer  Beck 
wrote the articb in the For1 SmnitR paper, and the editor of the Barter Springs Ncws, 
qttotes the Cherokee County Retailers Bitlletin as a portion of  Itis editorial renwrks. 

The articles follow: 

HOW ARE YOUR TAXES? 
From Baxter Springs, (Kan.) News 
Those who are  paying their 1930 

taxes at this time of the  year will 
probably give some serious thought 
to the  warning in t h e  Cherokee Coun- 
ty  Retailers Bulletin last week. 

The  bulletin reads: 
"Here a re  a few figures that  should 

wake up  some of you merchants who 
a r e  accepting freight shipped in on 
these trucks: In 1930 the taxes p'afd 
in Cherokee county by the Frisco 
railroad, the  M. K. T. Railroad, and 
the N. E. 0. Interurban line amounted 
to $151,619.75. The bas and truck 
lines spent but $281.72. In addition 
to this Cherokee county spent ap- 
proximately $15,000.00 during the 
month of October for the maintenance 
of the  gravel roads which these busses 
and trucks wear out. The corrugated 
washboard roads that  we have in 
Cherokee county a r e  caused by this 
heavy truck traffic. There is  prac- 
tically no upkeep necessary on the 
gravel roads in the  county whlch are  
not used by these trucks. 

"It seems that it is a matter of 
economical business to refuse to ac- 
cept freight shipped by truck when 
the above figures a re  taken into con- 
sideration. 

"We have recently been advised 
that  one firm in the county is insist- 
ine that  all their s h i ~ m e n t s  be made 
b y  rail. In a recent o rder  given Fol- 
ger Coffee Company they specified 
that  unless the shipment came by rail 
they would refuse it. The salesman 
tried to explain why the truck service 
was better, but the merchant.;stood pat 
and the order was shipped by rail. 

"If other merchants of the county 
would follow this example when 
placing the orders with wholesale 
houses, and especially the packing 
houses, the truck service of Cherokee 
county would soon be a thing of the 
past. If something isn't done in the 
very near future the railroads will be 
compelled to further curtail their 
service until the towns in Cherokee 
county will be nothing but whistling 
posts for the through freight traffic." 

Another phase of this question that 
should be of interest to the retail 
merchants can be disclosed if he will 
but study his books for the number 
of customers which he has among bus 
line employes. How far would the 
business men of Baxter Springs go to 
bring a n  industry here which would 
place in Baxter Springs a payroll 
such as the Frisco railway company 
has here? We should make some ef- 
fort to keep that  which we have. 

RAIL REVENUES 
Front Southwest American, 

Fort Snrith, Ark. 
A large part of the public is  not 

particularly perturbed over the plight 
of the  railroads. Many persons may 
have read a piece in the paper o r  
heard a speech over the radio, telling 
of the railroads' problems, but they 
haven't paid nluch attention to them. 

The time is  coming, however, when 
these problems a re  going to come 
pretty close to  home, if they haven't 
already. 

Most of us think of the railroads 
as  large corporations with inexhaus- 
tible supplies of money and resources 
which can stand any kind of hard 
luck or hard times. We know, of 
course, that the busses and the trucks 
have made a hole in their incomes, 
but what of i t?  

Well, therepa .this "or it." A survey 
was made recently in Fort Smith of 
the pay roll of railroad men whose 
homes are  in Fort Smith, and who do 
their trading here. It  was found that 
the railroads are  distributing today a t  
the rate  of $300,000 a year less than 
they did two years ago. That isn't 
nice to say and it  is adverse pub- 
licity for the city. It  wouldn't be 
cited here except to show how this 
oroblem is  coming home to us. - 

Some railroads, to meet the new 
competition, have asked and secured 
permission to put in  lower rates-two 
cents a mile, for instance--for passen- 
ger fare, to compete with the busses. 
Tha t  means smaller revenue. Smaller 
revenue means economy somewhere 
along the line-reduced wages or r e  
duced overhead. 

The railroad overhead includes 
taxes. The railroads a r e  the largest 
taxpayers in nearly every county in 
Arkansas., The next s tep  will be  
a reduction in the amount of taxes 
they pay, which will be based on 
lower valuations. Loss of taxes from 
the rallroads will mean forced econo- 
my in government administration and 
in school funds. 

The probable result? One of two 
courses is open to the state if i t  would 
maintain its tax revenues so far as 
the railroads are concerned. Either 
the roads must be protected in the 
matter of competition, or the deflcit 
resulting from .railroad tax reduction 
must be made up from the agencies 
which have taken the business away 
from the railroads. 
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GENIALITY GETS TRAFFIC 
(Continrccd from Page 8 )  

rides wit11 me regularly," Mr. Worth- 
ington related. "This is  his third trip. 
H e  is  slightly incapacitated and when 
he rides with us he feels that we are  
personally interested in making his 
trip a comfortable one. 

"And let me tell you something," he  
said. "I sell Frisco and Pullman serv- 
ice because I believe in it. Now, just 
look a t  the rooms on this Pullman- 
look a t  that section. Just sleep in a 
section tonight and you'll always take 
one. Roomy and comfortable. There 
isn't any finer or more comfortable 
equipment on any line. I'm sold on 
i t  myself and it  isn't hard to  advise 
patrons that there a r e  features on our 
train that will add to their comfort. 

"I've been on Frisco Lines for 
seven years. I have seniority on any 
road in the Memphis district, but I 
wouldn't leave the Frisco and my 
runs, 105-106, 107-108, because of my 
friends and because I just plain like 
it." 

I t  would be difficult to  estimate the 
number of cars of freight, the pas- 
sengers and L. C. L. shipments which 
have been secured through courtesies 
extended patrons on Mr. Worthing- 
ton's trains. Tips which he secures 
on business a re  wired to the traffic 
officials a t  both ends of his run, and 
those who know him well say they 
do not yet understand how he is re- 
sponsible for so many cars and so 
many passengers. However, to  ride 
with him for  a short distance brings 
out the fact to the patron that  he is  
so  thoroughly loyal and accommodat- 
ing, that they have a desire to return 
the courtesy in car loads of freight 
for the Frisco Lines. 

H e  has had as passengers such 
well-known personages as  Leon Tol- 
stoy, Russian lecturer; Schumann- 
Heinck; Mary Garden, and any num- 
ber of Congressmen. 

And he has a hobby, which is the 
study of old and rare books. "And 
look here," he said, a s  he  rooted in 
his suitcase. "Here's a n  Almanac. I 
study i t  between times, and there 
isn't a question these patrons can 
put to me that  I won't be able to  an- 
swer. If I don't know it, I can almost 
always And the answer here. I like 
to talk intelligently with a man about 
his business, whether it  is law, agri- 
culture or banking. 

"The little I've been able to accom- 
plish," he says modestly. "is due to 
t h e  faith which Walter M. Wiggins, an 
inspector for the  Pullman Company, 
had in me. H e  made a trip with me  the 
first day I was made a Pullman con- 
ductor and he told me, 'I believe you 

. ~ ] y & ~  ~ M P L O ~ S ' ~ Z ~ N E  

Make Perfect On-Time Record For Four Months 

Left  to right itr the pictrrrc above are:  1kI. B. Hollnnd, brakernnrt; W m .  D~tni -  
gun, conductor; Torr~ Holland, cnqincer, and L. B.  Stalls~nitlt,  express messenger. 

E VEN in these days of up-to-the- 
minute railroading on Frisco 
Lines, the 100 per cent on-time 

record of Motor 2110 stands out. This 
car, manned by Engineer Tom Hol- 
land, Conductor Wm. Dunigan, Brake- 
man IM. B. Holland, and Express ~Mes- 
senger L. B. Stallsmith, works on a 
complicated "turn-around" in the Jog- 
lin district, and has never been a min- 
ute late in more than four months. 

Every day a t  12:50 the car leaves 
Joplin for Columbus, returns to Jop- 
lin by Carl Junction, leaves Joplin a t  
3:15 in  the  afternoon for Baxter 
Springs and returns again to Joplin, 
then leaves Joplin again a t  7:15 and 
makes a round trip run to Afton, ty- 

ing up a t  Joplin a t  11:lO p. m. 
"We're pretty proud of this record," 

Engineer Holland said. "We run on 
8 trains, go around 10 'Y's' and have 
a schedule up to 32 miles an hour, 
yet we've kept the car right on time 
since October. Even during the 
Christmas rush, when the express 
compartment was piled clear to the  
roof with packages, we managed to 
make our schedule." 

The service of this crew totals 138 
years. Holland, the engineer. has 39 
years and his brother, the brakeman, 
has 26. Dunigan has been a Frisco 
worker for 41 years and Stallsmith's 
service totals 32 years. 

have excellent qualities for this gosi- 
tion and will make one of our best con- 
ductors. Remember that  courtesy, 
tact and loyalty make a fine com- 
bination and I'm going to watch your 
future with interest.' " 
' H e  has made good. He has been 

loyal and alert since his first day's 
service, and his regular patrons say 
that it  is  a pleasure to  ride with him. 

Local Color 
He: "You look like Helen Brown." 
She: "I know it, but I look a whole 

lot worse in.light colors." 

Making Matters Worse 
She: "Go, if you must, but you are 

leaving me without reason." 
He: "I always leave things a s  I 

find them." 



HE W-ELCOMED FRISCO 
(Colrtiirrrcd frorrr Pagc  5 )  

.ing guns, buffalo heads, Indian 
ses, and the tourists may order 
odern dinner. Behind the trading 

Is a tourist camp, and to one 
, under a roughly made board 
!ring, are  three old stage coaches, 
s of pioneer days. 
s has transferred some of tlie 
t prized possessions of his pioneer 
IJ and it  is here that one steps 
I the outside world into a n  old 
ing post that is complete to the 
1 minute detail, even to the old 
with its brass rail. 

Across tlie road are  a bunch of 
"calico" ponies, and on state occas- 
ions, "Pawnee Bill" uses them. Sena- 
tor Curtis was a visitor a t  Pawnee on 
September 28, 1928, and "Pawnee 
Bill" saw that he was given a western 
welcome, and one old stage coach was 
hauled from its resting place and was 
one of the "exhibits" of attraction. 

He took a n o u p  of 118 Indians to 
Washington when Hoover was made 
president, and he is a colorful figure 
In Oklahoma affairs. His home is  an 
open house for all visitors, and he has 
met, a t  some time or another, all the 
important personages of the country. 
Paintings of western scenes hang on 
his walls, gifts from artists of fame, 
and his home is a veritable treasure 
chest of old relics, which most ap- 
propriately should surround the life 
of this pioneer Oklahoman. 

Mrs. Lillie, who for years traveled 
with the show and was a feature, is 
a most gracious hostess to her thous- 
ands of visitors. These two, who have 
known Oklahoma from i ts  pioneer 
days to  its day of millionaire oil men, 
railroads and modern civilization a re  
known and beloved by all Oklahomans 
and number countless thousands of 
people throughout the United States 
and abroad among their friends. 

Nothing would induce them to leave 
Pawnee. In their delightful home 
they have surrounded themselves with 
a truly pioneer western environment. 
Fame and friends have come to them. 
But "Pawnee Bill" carries out his owl1 
individual ideas by being seen iu his 
native town and on the roads sur- 
rounding it, riding in a brilliant 
yellow Pierce Arrow with a Frisco 
chime whistle for a horn. 

Claire: "Why didn't you shave this 
evening?" 

Bill: "I shaved this morning and it  
makes my face sore to shave twice 
a day." 

Claire: "Well, i t  makes my face 
sore when you only shave once." 

TRIBUNE CHAMPIONS R. R.'S 
4Coirtiirrted from Pnge 7 )  

Just what moneys the railroads pay 
to the State of Oklahoma in taxes I 
do not know. I have not the figures a t  
this writing, but they are  obviously 
considerably in excess of those paid in 
South Carolina. The railroads an- 
nually pay in taxes to the public 
treasury of South Carolina about $5,- 
000,000, a sum which goes far toward 
liquidating the educational bill uf the 
state. The commercial trucks and 
busses should be taxed on a par with 
the railroads, taking into considera- 
tion the fact that the railroads con- 
struct and maintain their tracks, 
while tlie con~mercial trucks and 
busses use highways given to them. 

Rail travel is  going to serve the 
public needs for a long time yet to 
come. We are  not ready to allow the 
railroads to become streaks of rust. 

There are solutions to the railroad 
problem. One is for the government 
to take over the railroads. Protest 
arises whenever this suggestion is 
made. It is contended that the gov- 
ernment is incompetent to conduct the 
business. Maybe so. But if the gov- 
ernment did take over the railroads, 
the first thing the government would 
be forced to do would be to compel all 
passenger, freight and express busi- 
ness to use the rails only. The gov- 
ernment permits no private competi- 
tion with its mail business. It would 
do the same with the rails. If that  is  
not done, then the government lnrlst 
give the railroads a fair break. And 
now the railroads a re  not getting it. 

The railroads cannot operate on hot 
air. They cannot pay millions in 
taxes and millions in wages without 
business. Railroads cannot live on 
through freight alone and through 
freight rates must increase if through 
freight is the only kind of business 
the railroads a re  to get. 

The railroads constitute probably 
the largest single agency for employ- 
ment of labor. The bus and truck 
business cannot absorb railroad labor 
without so completely monop_olizing 
the public highways that the indi- 
vidual auto driver wil l  be run off. 
Then the state must build highways 
all over again to provide roads for the 
private auto. That is what the bus 
and truck business as i t  now operates 
will ultimately force us to. 

Old King Coal is  a gloomy old soul, 
All the joy of his Iife has palled. 

He called for his pipe and he called 
for his bowl, 

And he called -and called - and 
called ! 

BUSINESS NEEDS CHARACTER 
(Corrtinrrcd frotic Pagc 9 )  

the public mill have more confidence. 

Would it not be well to make a 
great effort to do away with wild 
speculation by having the government 
refuse corporations the right to issue 
stock except in the amount of capital 
paid in? Has not No Par  stock been 
gambled in to such an extent the pub- 
lic doubts whether there is a good 
stock on the market today, and, there- 
fore, will not invest? 

If we will all work to the best of 
our dbility, recognizing above every- 
thing else supply and demand, to- 
gether with the  cost of producing and 
manufacturing goods, and then a fair 
and reasonable price put on them, 
business will increase and continue to 
increase. So far as  my company is 
concerned, we will expand to the ex- 
tent to which we can sell our products, 
tcking into consideration quality and 
price, and a s  our Good Will grows we 
hope to make a reasonable increase 
each year. 

R. R. TABBY LOSES FOOT 
Monett's railroad tabby, which 

made the pages of the Frisco Enr- 
ployes' Maga.sinc several years ago, 
and which occupies a place set 
apart in the hearts of the men a t  
the yardmasters office there, is re- 
covering from a serious accident. 

As will be recalled from the first 
story, she ventured too close to a 
moving freight train one day and 
one front foot was cut off beneath 
the moving wheels. This accident 
slightly slowed up her  activities in 
getting around the yard, and re. 
cently she was attacked by a dog, 
which grabbed one hind leg and 
practically severed it  from her 
body. 

But the cat  is  a fixture in the 
yardmaster's office, and there isn't 
a man there who would not fight 
for her. They dug down in their 
pockets and took up a collection 
and sent her to a hospital where 
the leg was properly amputated. 

After her sojourn in the hospital, 
she was returned to the yardmas- 
ter's office where she gets around 
a s  best she can on her two good 
legs. She does not venture far 
from the office, but prefers to be 
around her benefactors. 

At this time she is  between eight 
and ten years old, and of all the 
homes she has been offered, she 
prefers tlie railroad atmosphere, 
where she is contented to bask in 
the sun, eat from the lunch kits 
and end her days with her rail- 
road friends. 
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LOCOMOTIVE FUEL PERFORMANCE RECORDS 
0 f i e  of Fuel Agent, Sf. Louis 

w E certainly got off to a "flying 
start" toward our 1931 goal in  
fuel saving, the January per- 

formance being the best in compari- 
son to the same month previous year 
for the past several years. Weather 
conditions, of course, had a great deal 
to  do with this, since most of us  will 
recall the exceptionally cold weather 
we had during January, 1930, a s  com- 
pared to the mild January this year. 
At any rate, i t  is  pleasing to note the 
extremely good showing made during 
January in all classes of service. 

Freight service shows a reduction 
of a little more than 20 per cent per- 
formance for January this year being 
167 pounds per 1,000 gross ton miles 
for the system a s  compared to 210 
pounds per 1,000 gross ton miles in 
January last year. Despite the re- 
duction in volume of freight business 
handled, train haul increased from a n  
average of 1.281 tons January last 
year to 1,403 tons January this year. 
All divisions on the system made a 
reduction in their freight fuel per- 
formance. 

In passenger service the perform- 
ance for January this year was 15.6 
pounds per passenger car mile a s  com- 
pared to 18.6 pounds per passengor 
car mile January last year, a rednc- 
tion of slightly over 16 per cent. The 
train haul in passenger service in- 
creased slightly, the average cars per 
train January this year being 6.97 as 
compared to 6.41 cars per train a year 
ago. 

In switch service the  performance 
decreased 7.74 per cent, the pounds 
fuel per switch locomotive mile being 
155 January this year a s  compared to 
168 January last year. 

All divisions made a decrease in 
their performance in passenger and 
switch service the exception of 
the  Central division, this division hair- 
ing a n  increase of only .6 pound per 
passenger car mile in passenger serv- 
ice and 1 pound per switch locomotive 
mile in switch service. 

The reduction in performance in all 
three classes of service January this 
year, a s  compared to January 1930 
amounted to approximately 25,000 
tons of coal-fuel oil equated to coal 
on the basis of 4 barrels of oil equal 
one ton of coal. 

When we consider this  amount of 
fuel loaded into coal cars and realize 
that the saving amounts to approxi- 
mately 500 car loads, not only the 
value of the coal but the additional 
saving represented by not having to 

haul the coal from the mines or the 
fuel oil from the refineries to the point 
of consumption, the handling, etc.. we 
may then realize what it really means 
to put forth every effort possible to 
continue to reduce this item of ex- 
pense. 

As usual, several good performances 
have been called to our attention dur- 
ing the past few weeks, some of which 
are  quoted herein: 

EASTERN DlVlSlON 
Rolla Sub: Engineer MOORE, 

fireman BUNCH, with four cars in 
train No. 12, engine 1022, Newburg to 
St, Louis, January 29, made 29 stops, 
consunled 835 gallons of oil, per- 
formance 1.52 gallons per passen- 
ger car mile which is very good for 
local passenger service. 

Lebanon Sub: Engineer SNYDER, 
fireman GOODSON, conductor CHER- 
RY, train 38, January 13, handled 
392,700 gross ton miles, used 16 tons 
of coal, performance 80 pounds per 
1,000 gross ton miles. This between 
Springfield and Newburg. 

Springfield Sub: Engineer DAVID 
SON, fireman SUTTON, train 32, 
January 29, Monett to Springfield, en- 
gine 14, handled 151,844 gross ton 
miles, consumed 8 tons of coal, fuel 
performance 105 pounds per 1,000 
gross ton miles. 

SOUTHWESTERN DIVISION 
Engineer RENO, fireman BAILEY, 

January 9, handled 1,990 tons, Afton to 
West Tulsa, engine 4152, train 439, 
consdmed 806 gallons of oil, perform- 
ance 5.2 gallons per 1,000 gross ton 
miles. 

Engineer BEELER, fireman ROBIN- 
SON, January 27, engine 4162, train 
first 438, handling 258,648 gross ton 
miles, burned 13 tons of coal, per- 
formance 100 pounds per 1,000 moss 
ton miles. This is an exceptionally 
good performance for coal burner. 

Engineer D U B U Q U E, fireman 
BOYNE, train 10, January 28, engine 
1518, handling 12 cars, Tulsa to Afton, 
co?sumed 805 gallons of oil, perfornl- 
ance .88 gallons per passenger car 
mile. 

WESTERN DlVlSlON 
Engineer D 0 R E M U S, fireman 

DECKER, January 17, Enid to West 
Tulsa, handled 225,000 gross ton miles, 
consumed 1,800 gallons of oil, per- 
formance 8 gallons per 1,000 gross ton 
miles. 

Engineer P 0 T T E R, fireman 
YOUNGMAN, January 20, Enid to 
West Tulsa, handling 216,480 gross ton 

miles, consumed 1,650 gallons of oil, 
performance 7.6 gallons per 1,000 moss 
ton miles. 

Engineer H A W L E Y, fireman 
SPARKS, January 19, Enid to West 
Tulsa, handled 200,608 gross ton miles, 
consumed 1,650 gallons of oil, per- 
formance 8.2 gallons per 1,000 gross 
ton miles. 

NORTH ERN DIVISION 
Engineer PHILLIPS, fireman A. 

MALMGREN, January 22, train 332, 
engine 4031, Wichita to Neodesha, Mr. 
Malmgren reports handling 2,033 tons 
out of Wichita, 2,613 tons out of 
Beaumont, a total of 248,068 gross 
ton miles handled on the entire trip, 
11 tons of coal were consumed, mak- 
ing a performance of 88.7 pounds per 
1,000 gross ton miles. 

Fuel Supervisor H. T. Conley, while 
at  Kansas City recently, reports the 
following check on the amount of coal 
used each hour a s  it  was kept by 
fireman J. W. STARRS, engineer W. 
CUMMINS, on engine 3672 in the 
Kansas City yards. From 7:00 a. In. 
to 3:00 p. m. a total of 522 scoops of 
coal were used, a n  average of ap- 
proximately 65 scoops per hour and 
represents a performance of 115 
pounds per switch locomotive mile lor 
the 8-hour shift. 

SOUTHERN DIVISION 
Engineer RIGGS, fireman Mc- 

GILVRY, engine 27, train 135, Spring- 
field to Thayer, January 19, 264,000 
gross ton miles, performance 131 
pounds per 1,000 gross ton miles. 

Engineer FISHER, fireman POW- 
ELL, engine 4211, train 131, Thayer 
to Yale, January 15, handled 408,000 
gross ton miles, performance 58 
pounds per 1,000 gross ton miles. 

Engineer FROMMEL, fireman JUD- 
KINS, engine 1527, train 106, Memphis 
to Thayer, January 17, 2,016 passen- 
ger car miles, performance .89 gallon 
per passenger car mile. 

Engineer CAHILL, fireman TUR- 
NER, engine 1527, train 106, Thayer 
to Springfield, January 17, 1,932 pas- 
senger car miles, performance .93 gal- 
lon per passenger car mile. 

Engineer McELVANEY, fireman 
TYREE, engine 4218, train 131, Thay  
er to Memphis, January 23, handiod 
374,000 gross .ton miles, performance 
80 pounds per 1,000 gross ton miles. 

Engineer ECHLES, fireman WHITE. 
engine 1520, train 105, Springfield to 
Thayer, January 29, 1,380 passenger 
car miles, performance .87 gallon psr 
passenger car mile. 




