
TULSA OPENS $3,500,000 UNION DEPOT 

E LbWEN-YEAR-Ol,D Eclipse SiXt-,, Thousand Persons the first train came to Tulsa, 
Newlon. pretty daughter of Mrs. M. C. Williams, who was 
"Doc." Nrwlon of "Tulsey- 

town." peered fearfully down a 
stretch of glistening railroad 
track from behind the tails of her 
father's best Prince Albert coat. 
Pressing tightly arou~ld the stal- 
wart doctor and his youngest daugh- 
ter were hundreds of roistering cow- 
boys and blanketed Indians. Eclipse 
wasn't afraid of the Indians, because 
her father had charge of the Indian 
mission between Tulsa and Muskogee, 
nor was she afraid of the noisy cow- 
boys who carried big six-guns on their 
hips. But that "iron monster" which 
was coming toward "Tulsey-town" 
from the east down those newly laid 
steel rails, bringing several coaches 
full of territorial dignitaries and rail- 
road officials, filled her heart with 
dread. 

Suddenly a shrill piercing whistle 
rent the stifling air, and a deep- 
throated shout came from the crowd. 
Far  down the track a swaying en- 
gine, the biggest thing Eclipse had 
seen and the flrst engine ever to  en- 

- ter the Indian territory town, chuffed 
toward the group waiting on the 
baked clay platform in front of the 
clap-board station. Whistle scream- 
ing, and smoke belching from its dia- 
mond stack, the eight-wheeled engine 
was an awe-inspiring sight. 

Eclipse felt the reassuring pressure 
of her father's hand a s  the monster 
roared nearer, and the crowd slowly 
fell back from the rails. Several In- 
dians, overcome with this latest in- 
vasion into their country, fled in wild- 
est  disorder, dropping blankets in 
their haste. 

In a few minutes the engine slowed 
to a panting stop a t  the station and 
from its coaches detrained the first 
people ever to enter "Tulsey-town" on 
a railroad train. 

All of that  happened in the long 
ago 1882. 

Little Miss Eclipse Newlon is 
now a lovely gray-haired woman of 
60, and the "iron monster" which 
pulled that  flrst Frisco train into 
Tulsa has been superseded by loco- 
motive power five times a s  big. Long 
forgotten a re  the dignitaries who rode 
the first Frisco train into Tulsa, and 
only a handful of the original Tulsans 
who rode that  train a re  still alive 
t o  tell of the thrills of that day of 
days. 

"Tulsey-town," then a hamlet in the 
territory boasting a population of 250 
persons, has  grown into a world 
famous oil metropolis of 150,000 
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people, and the Frisco railroad, which 
struggled valiantly to reach Tulsa in 
1882 with the southwestern terminus 
of its few hundred miles of track, has  
become a vast railroad system of 
6,000 miles. 

As the Frisco and Tulsa grew and 
their interests became more thoro- 
ughly entwined, extensions of track- 
age and other facilities followed in 
rapid sequence. The original frame 
depot, which stood between Boston 
and Main, was replaced in 1906 with 
a lBrger one of brick construction, 
and a s  necessity demanded this latter 
station was enlarged from time to 
time. In 1910 a news stand was added 
and in 1915 the express company con- 
structed i ts  own facility in connection. 
Again in 1919 i t  became necessary to 
enlarge, a separate baggage room was 
constructed, and the old space con- 
verted for additional passenger pur- 
poses. In the meantime, the Santa 
F e  had entered Tulsa, and in 1912 ar- 
rangements were made for that  road 
to use the station facilities jointly 
with the Frisco. 

But Tulsa kept on growing and its 
importance a s  a rail center grew also. 
Confronted with a serious grade 
crossing situation due to the growth 
of automobile traffic, agitation be- 
gan for a series of grade eepa- 
rations through the railroad section, 
and with i t  were heard repeated de- 
mands for a Union Depot. 

The Frisco and Santa Fe, joined by 
the MissouriXansas and Texas, lis- 
tened attentively to Tulsa's requests 
for a union depot, and in April, 1930, 
after long negotiations, construction 
of the union depot was started. 

Miss Eclipse Newlon, now Mrs. 
Eclipse Mills, of 106 East  Jasper 
street, Tulsa, was out of the city when 
Tulsa's new and magniflcent Union 
Depot was formally opened to the pub- 
lic on May 12. She sent her regrets 
to  the Chamber of Commerce, and her 
niece, Miss Vinita Crutchfleld, rep- 
resented her. 

But Lon Stansbury, old-time Frisco 
station master, E. D. Jones, who was 
the first white child born in the old 
Oklahoma territory; J. M. Hall, an- 
other old-timer; Mrs. Arthur E. Tur- 
ner, who was seven years old when 

the first woman passenger to ride 
a train into Tulsa, and others of 
the territory's older days, were on 
hand to celebrate. 

What a day it was for Tulsa! 
Before 7:00 o'clock in the morn- 

ing hundreds of admiring Tulsans 
were inspecting the new $3,500,000 
depot, and it  is  estimated that 60.000 
people passed through the  new plant 
during the day. 

Directed by Glenn Condon, chair- 
man of the dedication program, a full 
day of entertainment had been 
planned for the forty officials of 
thirteen railroads who had accepted 
the invitations of Mayor George L. 
Watliins, and Omer K. Benedict, presi- 
dent of the Chamber of Commerce, to 
join with Tulsa in the  dedication cere- 
monies, and for the hundreds of visi- 
tors from nearby towns in Tulsa's 
trade territory. 

On the 'No. 1 track below the sta- 
tion, visitors were treated to a "trans- 
portation show," which strikingly 11- 
lustrated the improvements and re- 
finements in railroad power since the 
flrst engine entered the town in 1882. 

Standing proudly facing toward the 
new station was engine 1507, newest 
of Frisco power, shined and polished 
in the shops the night before. Behind 
it, dwarfed in comparison, and nuz- 
zling into the 1507's tender, stood 
little engine 94, a n  eight-wheeler 
replica of the flrst engine ever to en- 
ter Tulsa. Coupled to it were two 
old-time open-vestibuled coaches, such 
a s  traversed the Indian country in 
the territory days. Road Foreman 
Sam Manlove, a 60-year-old veteran 
of the Frisco who spent thirty-eight 
years in an engine cab, proudly pre- 
sided over the exhibit and explained 
the difference in the power of today 
and yesterday to curious thousands. 

The Santa F e  railroad also had a n  
exhibit for the admiring crowd. It  
consisted of a miniature'of their train, 
"The Chief," powered by a Ford auto- 
mobile motor in a built-to-scale loco- 
motive, with a train of seven cars 
also built-to-scale. The train was con- 
structed by Santa F e  shopmen a t  
~ o p e k a ,  Kan., and attracted much 
favorable comment. 

At twelve, noon, the flrst otticial re- 
ception in h-onor of the visiting rail- 
waymen was held a t  the Mayo hotel, 
when the Tulsa Traffic Club enter- 
tained a t  a .  luncheon attended by 
more than 600 persons. S. S. Butler, 
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general traffic manager, represented 
the Frisco on the speakers' program. 

Following the  luncheon the dele- 
gation again returned t o  the  union 
depot, where a continual demonstra- 
tion was under way. 

A feature of the afternoon was a n  
old-time stage coach, drawn by four 
mules, which toolc many distinguished 
guests from the depot to uptown 
hotels during the afternoon. Chief 
among those who rode the s tage 
coach were former United States 
Senator Gore. who arrived a t  3:20 p. 
m. on the  special train of the Okla- 
homa City Chamber of Commerce 
trade trippers. The trippers were on 
8 tour of the state, and arranged their 
Itinerarv to visit Tulsa a t  the height 
of the depot opening celebration.   hey 

accorded a rousillg welcome and . we have a slatlod which i s  the pride promptly a t  7:30 o'clock, the diners 

burn oil. I've made many a run of 
as high aa 300 miles In my ordinary 
cl6thea and got out as  h e s h  as  if 
I'd been riding back tn the coaches or 
Pullmans." 

At 6:00 o'clock in the evening visit- 
ing railroad officials were again 
guests of Tulsa citizens, this time a t  
a sumptuous banquet In the Topaz 
room of the New Tulsa hotel. Three 
hundred were present. 
Mr. Harry H. Rogers, chairman of 

the  union depot con~rnlttee which en- 
gineered the proposition through to 
the  final s l g n h g  of the construction 
contracts, officiated a s  toastmaster. 

"We can all congratulate ourselves 
allke upon securing this splendid 
facilitr," he  eaid. "Harmony has pre- 
vailed all the w a r  throutxh and now 

the Chamber of Commeyce when the 
depot committee was appointed; W. 
G. Skelly, president of the chamber 
when the contracts were signed; 
Willian~ Holden, who was secretary 
and executive vice-president of the 
chamber during the entire proceed- 
ings; Eugene Lorton. Victor Cochrane. 
Lee C. Moore, Frank Bryant, H. 0. 
McClure, Cass Mayo and Ben Conner. 
committee members. A moment's 
kilence was the tribute of the diners 
to the la te  James J. McGraw. who 
had succeeded Fred W. Insulf a s  
chairman of the original depot com- 
mittee. 

The end of the banquet wag really 
the beginning of the evening's fes- 
tivitles, however, and when Chair- 
man Rogers adjourned the meetlng 

paraded through Tuisa'm business dis- 
trict, headed by their band. Accom. 
panying Senator Gore in the stage 
coach were Carl C. Magee, editor of 
the Oklahoma News, and Walter M. 
Harrison, general manager of the  
Oklahoma City Times and Daily 
Oklahoman. 

Through the courtesy of KVOO, 
5,000-watt broadcasting station of the 
Skelly Oil Co., an almost continuous 
program concerning the depot cere- 
monies was sent out on the air. The 
day's broadcast began with the ar- 
rival of the Okrlahoma City trippers' 
train, and was followed by a dialogue 
between Sam Manlove, road foreman 
of equipment, and W. L. Huggins, Jr., 
Frisco publicity director. In response 
to Huggins' questions, Manlove de- 
scribed the Frisco's transportation 
exhibit into the microphone to thou. 
sands who were unable to attend the 
affair. He contrasted the new 1507 
engine and the old '94 in a n  interest- 
ing manner. 

"I've driven both of these engines," 
he told the radio audience. "and 
there's almost as much difference a s  
night and day between them. W e  
could almost put the whole of engine 
94 into the boiler of the 1507 if we 
sheared away 94's smoke stack. The  
new engine is  almost four and a hale 
times a s  big, weighing 582,700 pounds 
compared with the little engine's 
189,000 pounds. The  heating surface 
of the new one is  five times greater 
and it  has about 100 oil holes which 
we of1 with a Bingle-shot system just 
like we  oil our automobiles, instead 
of 25 011 hoIes on the old engine 
which we had to oil by hand. They're 
more comfortable to ride, too, these 
new ones are. We're .protected from 
the weather by storm curtains, where 
on the old engines we were exposed 
to all kinds of weather. And the old 
timers were dirty with coal dust, 
while these 1500 class locomotives 

of the participating railroads and the 
Tulsa citlzenship." 

Railroad speakers who responded 
for their respective properties, in- 
cludlng Vice-president J. R. Koontz of 
the Frisco; Vice-president F. G. 
Houghton of the Santa Fe, and Z, G. 
Hopkins, assistant to the president 
of the Katy. 

"The feature most pleasing to the  
Prlsco In connection with thls mag- 
nificent improvement is the  ellmina- 
tion of grade crossings." Mr. Koontz 
said. "The station, however, Is most 
certainly a representative one in the  
United States, and we can a11 point 
to it with pride. Tulsa was really 
entitled to  such a station from the 
roads serving it, because the relstion- 
ship existing between Tulsa and the 
carrlers has  always been one of a 
most satisfactory nature. There bas 
been a welcome absence here of any 
feellng adverse to railroads, and we 
have maintained a very friendly tone 
in all our business relations. While 
the expenditure in this connection 
might have been avoided, we had faith 
in our own ability, and in Tulsa, to 
cope with existing conditions and we 
gladly went ahead with this expensive 
project, hoping to recompense Tulsa 
for what it has done for us. As time 
goes on there 'Is certain to be a 
change for the  better so far a s  trans- 
portation is concerned, and then our  
investment wlll pay us  substantial 
financial returns such a s  we do not 
and cannot expect a t  present." 

Tulsans who had been prominently 
identified with the statioq project 
from its inceptlon several years ago 
and who were present a t  the banquet 
were introduced. They Included for- 
mer mayor Dan W. Patton,.  Messrs. 
Omer K. Benedlct, presldent of the 
Chamber of Commerce, E. Fred 
Johnson and John H. Dunkin, mem- 
bers of the original union depot com- 
mittee; Alf G. Heggem, president of 

left the hotel for the  union depot, 
where Chairman Condon and a squad 
of Tulsa policemen were having con- 
siderable difficulty in keeping the 
station cleared of sightseers. In or- 
der that the speaking program and 
formal dedication of the station could 
be properly arranged, the building 
had been locked a t  7:00 o'clock. When 
the speakers were on the platform, 
a t  8:00 o'clock, the doors were thrown 
open, and thousands of people rushed 
into the building. Loud speakers on 
the station facing both Boston and 
Cincinnati streets carried the pro- 
gram to thousands more in the 
streets. 

To  Col. Frank G. Jonah, chief en- 
gineer of the Frisco Lines under 
whose supervision the depot was con- 
structed, fell the honor of formally 
presenting the station to Tulsa. 

Following his introduction to the 
crowd and over the radio by Chair- 
man Condon, Colonel Jonah expressed 
his appreciation for the city's co-op 
eration- in the project, and then pre- 
sented to Mayor George Watkins, a 
railroad ticket five feet long and 
twelve inches wide. 

"This ticket, Mr. Mayor," he said, 
"will taRe you anywhere along the 
Frisco's 6,000 miles, the Santa Fe's 
11,000 mtles or the Katy's 3,700 miles, 
providing you have another and au- 
thentic ticket to go with it. And with 
It is my pleasure to present to you 
this magnificent station. on behalf of 
the interested railroads, to  the  elti- 
zens of Tulsa." 

Following Mayor Watkins brief ac- 
ceptance speech, Omer K. Benedict, 
president of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, briefly summarized the history 
of the depot's early development, and 
Harry Schwartz, president of the 
Tulsa Federation of h b o r ,  presented 
the Tulsa Union Depot Company with 
the first brick to be taken out of the 
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TULSA STATION OPENS 
(Cofttkued front Page 6 )  

old structure when it was razed. 
While the program drew t o  a close 

En the walting room, a colorful assem- 
blage gathered together a t  the little 
Frisco station of Dawson, a few miles 
east  of Tulsa. There on the tracks 1 
with i ts  two old-tlme coaches, and 
gathered about the little clap-board 
station was an aggregation which 
Oklahoma has not seen since the  days 
of the old territorial government. In- 
dian chiefs with their beaded and 
moccassjned squaws, bronzed Indian 
children, cowboys and cowglrls in 
chaps and sombreros wlth six-guns 
suspended trom cartridge belts which 
swung low over their hips, st8 
like looking gentlemen in bea 
and Prince Albert coats wit 
vers swinging on their thfghs 
haired ladies in black satin 
with mutton-chop sleeves or rue 
eighties, and old-fashioned poke bon- 
nets atop their elaborately coifed hair, 
made up the colorful crowd. A t  one 
side stood "Brigham" Young, efficient 
superintendent of terminals for the  
Frisco a t  Tulsa. In his hand he held 
a watch which he consulted anxiously, 
for his job was to bring engine 94 and 
its coaches filled with, old-time pas- 
sengers into the union depot promptly 
a t  8:30, in order that the program 
over station KVOO would be timed 
to the second. 

Suddenly Young shouted, "All 
aboard, folks, we've got to  roll!" 

Great excitement attended the  an- 
nouncement, and Engineer Manlove in 
the  cab of 94 jerked several ecstatic 
shrieks from t h e  asthmatic whistle of 
the  old engine. Photographers' flash- 
lights popped tor a few laat pictures. 
and accompanied by several revolver 
shots from some of the more enthus- 
iastic cowboys, the  train started on 
its,  historic run. 

To several people on the traln, tba l  
trip must have brought back memories 
of the long ago 1882, when a little 
elght-wheeler engine and a few open 
vestibuled coaches chugged into 
"Tulsey-town"-the flrst train t o  en- 
t e r  the village. 

On the  train were J. M. Hall, who 
W( 
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wked on the  raiI ettension into 
11sa in  the  territorial days, and Mra. 
E. Turner, who rode the flrst train 

lo Tulsa. There was Aunt Rachel 
.rr.rm-n Qd rmnre nlrl nrhn ramnm- Pe.rJr'.uu. "l JG"." v r u ,  r..., .,..rrr..- 

bers all of it, and lhen some. Lon 
Stansbury. retlred Tulsa merchant, 
who was the first Frlsco agent In 
Tulsa, and who Is well acquainted 
with Frisca officials of today, fllled 
a n  honorary posltion as  "conductor" 
of the train, and looked the part In 
frontier regalia with revolvers on 
each hip. To lend another touch of 

Here is  J hnmy Wilson's "Catfish Bnnd," famous radio ewterfainers, photograplted 
on ertgine 94. j w t  before the pioneer train left Dawson for tlre celebration at Tulsa. 
Leader Wilson, who is also a nwnzber of  the Oklnlroma Iegislattrrc, is O I L  tlre tet~der 
wearirrg ma Indian headdress. 

realism and comedy there was Jimmy 
Wilson's "Catfish Band," of Sapulpa, 
famous KVOO broadcasters, who were 
attlred in costumes OC the  day, even 
to a Jewish peddler with his satchel 
of shoestrings, balloons and novelties. 
His kind were famlliar sights In the 
days of long ago. And others in  the 
group on the train included old-time 
residents of Tulsa who were In the  
territory when that  firat historic train 
came down the  rails, and who were 
lnvited guest8 on this ride by virtue 
of that  early residence. 

Engineer Manlove pulled manfully 
on the whistle cord as he entered the 
train sheda of the new depot, but t h e  
whistle of the 94 could hardly be 
I 
: 
ieard above the roars of a crowd 
lumbering several thousand people. 

As the  train came to a stop police 
~truggled valiantly with the crowd 
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be in the thick of the fun. The "Cat- 

flsh Band" unloaded and played 
several numbers. Then came the In- 
dians and a war  dance. Then came 
the old-timers in their frontier cos- 
tumes. Eventually they pushed their 
way through the crowd and gained 
the upper level where another pro- 
gram took place on the speaking plat- 
form. 

I t  was a n  informal program, but a 
good one. The "Catflsh Band" played 
number after number, and the  Indians 
performed several dances. Crowding 
always about were thousands of Tul- 
sans who were going to see to it  that  
Oklahoma's flrrt union depot received 
a genuine Southwestern opening-the 
gala open-handed kind that Oklahoma 
is  noted for: 

And they did it! 
Station attendants reported that the 

last of the celebrants did not leave 
the  depot until the wee hours of the  
morning. 




