
BRIDGE DEDICATION ATTRACTS 20,000 

T IVESTY t l~ousantl  1) c o p l e 
from h l a b i ~ ~ n a .  F lo~ , ida  and 
Mississippi. with a generous 

sprinkling of b~ls iness  nleil and 
industrial  leadrrs  from Memphis. 
St. Lonis and other mid-western 
cities, gathered in Pensacola, 
Florida, on June  12 and 13 to take 
part  in the  mammoth celebration ar- 
ranged in honor of t he  official dedica- 
tion of the  three  mile bridge across 
Pensacola Bay, another  more than a 
mile in length across Santa  Rosa 
Sound, and the  opening of the  luxur- 
ious $150,000 Casino on San ta  Rosa 
Island. 

T h e  grand opening climaxed a 
building project begun early in 1930. 
when a q - o y  Louis. St. Paul 
and Minnea .,s financiers decided on 
one of the most ambitlous tlevelop- 
ment  programs of the  depressibn days. 
Since the  beginning of construction, 
2,500 men have been on the  pay rolls 
of t he  Pensacola Bridge Corporation, 
and today's completed development has  
been adjudged the  finest in that  section. 

The  celebration in honor of the  
project's completion began w h e n 
the  Priaco's "Sunnyland" came to  a 
s top in Pensacola's station .at noon of 
.Tune 12. Officials of t h e  railroad and 
business men f rom the  central  west 
who were  aboard t h e  train,  were  met 
by Pensacolians in thei r  cars,  and 
t lnven over the  Pensacola Dridge, and 
Sauta Rosa Sound 13ridge to the  Casi- 
no on San ta  Rosa Island. where  invit- 
ed guests  were  entertained a t  a "stag 
day" pre-celebration. held one day in 
advance of the  official openiiig of the  
development. As the  party approached 
Pensacola Bridge over t h e  newly com- 
pleted approach road, they saw a tre- 
mendous s t ructnre  of reinforced con- 
crete three  miles In length, canlain- 
ing 293 spans,  and  constructed a t  a cos t  
of $2,000.000. A navigation opening 
with a n  electrically operated draw- 
bridge with a clearance of 80 feet  
horizontal and 17 feet vertical, pro- 
vldes a n  opening lor ocean-going c ra f t  
at the  approximate center  of the  
bridge. A road h a s  been.constructed 
across the  Peninsula from the  end of 
P e ~ ~ s a c o l a  Brldge to the  beginning of 
Santa  Rosa Sound Bridge. The  latter 
s t ructure  cost  $250,000 and i s  a creo- 
sote  pile structure with a timber deck. 
I ts  length is 6,106 feet, and It, too, has  
a navigable opening of the  swing type 
with the  same  clearance a s  the draw- 
bridge on the  longer causeway. 

T h e  Casino on San ta  Rosa Island 

'ensacola is Host to Hug 
Throng June 12 and 13 

-$3,500,000 Project 
Opened to Public 

i s  a splendid building of reinforced 
concrete and hollow tile s t ructure  with 
I t e  floors eicvated 18 feet above sea  
level. I ts bath house accomrnodaies 
500 persons. Its dining room 300, and 
i ts  dance hall 200. A fishing pier 1,200 
feet  long Is in process of completion. 
and reaches from the  casino out into 
the  gulf where water is 22 feet deep. 
T h e  casino cost of construction was  
$150,000. 

These  were t h e  sights which greet-  
ed the  eyes of t h e  visitors to the  pre- 
dedication party, and they provoked 
many remarks  of amazemelit. Par-  
ticularly gratified with the  splendid 
project were  Pensacola's citizens who 
had long wished for a bridge from 
the  Peninsula to the  city proper. 

Tradition has  it tha t  Andrew Jack-  
son in one of his a t t acks  on the  
Spaniards a t  Pensacola, i n  advancing 
from the  east ,  found himself a t  the 
end of San ta  Rosa Peninsula wishing 
for a bridge to take  him to the  town 
across the  bay. "Old Hickory" was  
disappointed, but a century later o ther  
bold minds saw the  vision again and 
their  courage and skill now have 
wrought it into reality. Among the 
early Pensacola pioneers of the  pro- 
ject were Mitchell A. Touart ,  0. H. L. 
Wernicke, A. C. Blount, P. W. Reed, 
Max L. Bear, John W. Malone and J. 
S. Reese. 

During the  afternoon of J u n e  12, the  
invited guests  of the  city and of the  
Penvacola Bridge Corporation, spent  
happy hours a t  the  Casino, and many 
enjoyed a swim in the beautiful beach. 
Visitors who have spent  summers  on  
Atlantic and Pacific seacoasts, or  up- 
on the  beaches of the great  lakes re- 
sorts, were amazed a t  t he  clearness 
of t h e  gulf waters and the whiteness 
of the  gulf sands. Almost unanimous- 
ly they pronounced it t he  most beauti- 
ful beach they had visited. Promptly 
a t  7 o'clock the  visitors, numbering 
300. were served a bounteous banquet 
in t h e  ball r m n ~  of the  Casino, and a 
shor t  program of talks by Pensacola 
business men and backers of t he  pro- 
ject followed. An entertainment pro- 
gram of dances and boxing closed the  
pre-dedication ceremonies a t  midnight. 

T h e  official dedication b e g a n 

promptly a t  9 o'clock the  next l e  morning, when one of ~ e n s a r o -  
la's famous parades marched 
down Palafox Street.  Headed by 
the  grand marshal.  Mr. Julius F. 
Wernicke, son of one of the  orig- 
inal sponsors of the  bridge pro- 
ject, the  parade contained bands 

and troops from the  U. S. Army post. 
bands, bugle and drum corps and 
marching sailors from the Naval sta- 
tion, American Legion units, Spanish 
American W a r  Veterans,  Boy and Girl 
Scoutu, fraternal and labor organiza- 
tions, and  dozens of private ca r s  
carrying officials and visitors. 

When the  parade reached the  Pensa- 
cola end of the three  mile bridge, it 
halted for t he  formal opening cere- 
mony. Allan G. Siems, of St. Paul, 
president of the  Pensacola Rridge 
Corporation, formally presented the  
bridge to Pensacola, and the Mayor 
of t he  city. Hon. Harvey Bayliss made 
formal acceptance. While a seventeen 
gun salute was being fired by the  13th 
Coast Artillery, and a squadron of air- 
planes from the  Naval Air Station 
zoomed and dived over head, little 
Miss Patricia Ruth  Patterson, l l-year- 
old daughter of R. G. Pat terson,  resi- 
dent  vice-president of the  bridge cop  
poration, cut a silver cord and the  
bridge was  officially opened to the  
public. 

T h e  parade then proceeded over the  
two bridges and to the casino on the  
island, where an  all-day carnival, fea- 
turing all  of Pensacola's inany attraa- 
tions, was  given to the  public. 

Fi rs t  on the  program was the  O& 

ficial dedication ceremony a t  the  
Casino. Addresses were made by 
Secretary of S ta t e  for Florida R. A. 
Gray, representing Governor Doyle 
Carlton, who was unable to a t tend;  
Major-General Lyttle Brown, chief of 
the  U. S. Army Engineers,  who spoke 
in behalf of Secretary of War  Patrick 
Hurley ; Cary D. Landis, attorney-gen- 
era1 of Florida; Birch 0. Mahaffey of 
St.  Louis, one of the  financial backers 
of the  project, and A. C. Blount, presi- 
dent  of Pensacola's Chamber of Com- 
merce. Rear  Admiral T. P. Magruder. 
commanding the  Eighth Naval district  
of which Pensacola is a part, delivered 
the  final address of the  ceremony. 
Both the  U. S. Naval Station and 
Thirteenth Cpast Artillery Bands fur- 
nished music for t he  event, and Mr. 
J. E. Yonge presided a s  master  of 
ceremonies. 

After the  ' ceremony the  crowd, 
numbering many thousands of people. 
inspected the  casino proper and soon 
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A v i m  of the new Casino on 
Santa Rosa Island at Pensacoln 
appears at left  above. The  
locker rooms are in the left  
w'ng and the large ballroom is 
locafed at the right. A vaew 
of ihe gulf and beach down the 1 cement walk frorn the Casino, 
appears at the right above. 
Life lines in the water forty 
feet f rom the shore guard 
against deep water, and a corps 
of life guards with life boats, 

are constar~tly on duty. The 
center fiicture shows Miss Pa- 
tricia Ruth Patterson just be- 
fore she cut the silver cord, 
oflicially opening the bridge. 
Mayor Bayliss, o f  Pensacola, 
stands just behind her i n  a 
white srcit. Allan G. Siems, 
president o f  the Pensacola 
Briclge Corporation, is at Mayor 
Bayliss' left ,  urith naval of- 
ficials and citizens of  Pensacola 
in the background of the pic- 
ture. 

the surf was filled with shouting chil- 
dren and smiling grownups enjoying 
the cool waters of the Gulf of Mexico. 
A dinner was served in the Casino 
dining mom at men,  and a t  2 o'clock, 
a proplram or boat races began in 
Santa Rosa Sound, under the direction 
of R. G. Patterson, commodore of the 
Pensacola Yacht Club. Skippers h-om 
eight of the gulf coast yacht clubs 
competed with skippers from the Pen- 
sacola club and the Naval Alr Station 
in a series of fish class sloop races. 
Later in the afternoon a program of 
motor boat races was run. Following 
these events a lull in the official pro- 
gram provided time for another plunge 
in the surf until dinner was served. 

The night program was fully a s  
thrilling as  that of the daylight hours. 
An anti-aircraft battery from the coast 
artillery post a t  Fort Barrancas gave 
a n  exhibition of searchlight and anti- 
aircraft firing. Tracer bullets were 
used and the spectacle was of great 
interest to the throngs of witnesses. 
Following the gun fire, a huge display 
of fiveworks consumed an hour and 
then the  program brought most of the 
throng into the Casino or on its cool- 
ing verandas, where dancing continued 
until well past midnight. 

Diner: "A cutlet, please, but not a 
large one." 

Waiter: "Take a large one, sir. 
They are  all very small." 

THE FRONT COVER 
A high-flying naval aviator and his 

cameraman took the remarkable view 
shown on the front cover, just before 
they headed out over Pensacola Bay 
for a bird's-eye view o f  the new 
project. Directly in the foreground is 
a view of  Pensacola's waterfront, 
showing the approach to the new 
bridge. A t  the long bridge's distant 
end is  the peninslda. Then the piling 
of the shorter bridge over Santa 
Rosa sorrnd is dimly discernible be- 
yond. A faint outlitre of  the forty 
mile long island appears on the far 
horizon. The Casino, which WQS 

dedicated as a part of the lavish pro- 
grain in Pcnsacola, June 12 a~rd 13, 
was erected on that part of the island 
which shozvs most ploinly just be- 
yond the line o f  piling. W e  are in- 
debted to the United States ~Vaval  
Air Station at Pensacola, arrd to Mr. 
R. G. Patterson, resident vice-presi- 
dent o f  the Pensacola Bridge Corpo- 
ration for permission to publish this 
splendid air photograph. 

WIN FLOWER PRIZES 
Wives of Clinton employes took a 

great interest in the Spring Flower 
Show held a t  Clinton, Mo., on May 
28th, and Mrs. W. W. Clark, wife of 
Conductor Clark won two first prizes 
with her Oriental Poppies and roses. 
Mrs. W. S. Knapp, wife of Engineer 
Icnapp won three first prizes. 

BEGIN GRAIN MOVEMENT 
4,000 Cars Handling Bumper Crop 

on Frisco Lines 

F RISCO Lines has completed stor- 
age of 4,000 grain cars to handle 
the exceptionally heavy wheat 

movement in its territory, and has ma- 
terially increased car forces a t  Okla- 
homa and Kansas points to  insure suf- 
flcient cars for shippers' demands, a o  
cording to a n  announcement today 
from the Frisco's general offices here. 

The Frisco expects an increase of 
48,000,000 bushels over 1930 in the 
wheat producing states of Kansas, 
Oklahoma, Texas and Missouri, ac- 
cording to figures made available to- 
day by the agricultural department of 
Frisco Lines. Wheat estimates for 
these four states a re ;  Kansas 170,000,- 
000 bushels; Oklahoma 50,000,000 
bushels; Texas 40,000,000 bushels and 
Missouri 23,000,000 bushels. 

The Frisco expects to move approx- 
imately 18,500 cars of wheat during 
1931, according to its estimate. All 
of this-grain will be loaded on Frisco 
Lines and these figures do not in- 
clude grain received from connections. 

Wheat harvest .in the Frisco's terri- 
tory began in Texas, reached southern 
Oklahoma June 1st and gradually 
moved north, crossing the Kansas 
line about June 15th. Missouri's crop 
will be harvested in July. 
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GRANT REMEMBERED AT HOLLY SPRINGS 
OLLY SPRINGS, Miss., on U n i o n  A Commander3- Federals. The east and north 
the Friscols Southern di- 

A vision. besides nroudly 
boasting that i t  is  ninety-five 
years old, has two buildings in 
its town of great historic im- 
portance. The two a re  the home oc- 
cupied by General Ulysses S. Grant 
prior to his campaign against Vicks- 
burg, and the palatial residence used 
a s  his office. Both are  in a remark- 
able state of preservation, and their 
interiors hold furniture of the period 
of the war. They have lost none of 
their true old Southern heritage of 
hospitality, and to look a t  them from 
the street, is  to wish for a view in- 
side. 

While these two homes, the Grant 
home, now occupied by Mrs. M. A. 
Greene, and the headquarters oc- 
cupied by Mayor C. N. Dean and 
family, a r e  perhaps the most historic, 
Holly Springs is  generously supplied 
with old buildings which stood be- 
fore the war, and still stand on their 
original foundations. 

The Frisco M a g a z b t ~  is greatly in- 
debted to John M. Mickle of the South 
Reporter for the story of Holly 
Springs and its historic background. 
Nr. Mickle was born in 1860, lived 
in Holly Springs during the Civil War, 
and is one of the few men in that 
city with dates and history a t  his 
command. 

He tells of moneyed interests in 
Holly Springs which built a t  New 
Orleans, one of the largest iron works 
in the entire country a t  that time. 
Besides turning out ornamental iron 
fences for Holly Springs homes (many 
of them standing there in a fine s tate  
of preservation a t  this time), this 
plant made small arms and cannons, 
later to be used in the Civil War. 

Holly Springs was the center of 
activities during Grant's campaign 
against Vicksburg, and he had ac- 
cumulated a t  this point about $2,000.- 
000 worth of supplies. These sup- 
plies consisted of ammunition, fiour, 
feed for stock, food for his men, 
clothing, etc. 

The supplies were left in charge of 
a regiment of men, while General 
Grant went south toward Viclrsburg. 
Mr. Mickle says that a Rebel spy 
from the ranks of Brigadier General 
Van Dorn received a meal i n  the  home 
of his mother, while getting the lay of 
the land. And shortly after the main 
body of Grant's army had started their 
march toward Vicksburg, Van Dorn 
dashed into the town with his Cavalry 
troops. H e  could not remove all the 

- 

Headqua rters Still Stand 
in Mississippi Town 

supplies and so he burned them. The 
ammunition, stored in what is now 
the old i\Iasonic Hall, was blown up. 

General Van Dorn went to the home 
where General and Mrs. Grant were 
residing and entered the home, look- 
ing for important papers. A Mrs. 
Govan lived in the house a t  the time. 

John df. ~VJickle (above) is a reporter 
on the "Sorith Reporter," Holly Springs' 
wewspaper, ard gave the Magazirze a greal 
deal of the information k, the accom- 
ponying story.  

Van Dorn made a thorough search 
and finally came to Mrs. Grant's pri- 
vate bedroom. Mrs. Govan stood a t  
the door and asked him as a gentle- 
man, not to enter her private bed- 
room. H e  swept low in a Southern 
bow, left the home, returned to his 
troops and after burning all houses in 
which were stored Federal supplies, 
left town that  afternoon. 

Hearing of the great loss to his 
supply base, Grant then changed his 
plans and went down the Mississippi 
river. Memphis, Tenn., a t  that  time 
was in the hands of the  Federals and 
he made that his point of mobilization 
and moved by boats to Viclcsburg 
where he inflicted a fatal blow to the 
Confederacy. 

A great deal of the town of Holly 
Springs was destroyed by raids. All 
empty houses were burned by the 

3 sides of the square, containing 
Federal supplies, were de- 
stroyed during Van Dorn's raid. 

"This little incident might be 
interesting." Mr. Mickle said. 

"Neither side. during the war, main- 
tained a postoffice here. There was 
a small brick store on the corner 
named Simpson's store. Here the busi- 
ness folks collected. Two cracker boxes 
were placed here, one where the Confed- 
erate soldiers slipped letters in for the 
various families from the boys on the 
front and the other box was used by 
the families to place mail which they 
wished delivered to the boys on the 
front. Any soldier on leave would go 
to the cracker box and see if any of 
the mail was going to any buddy he 
knew and if so he would deliver it 
personally. H e  usually brought some 
in to deposit in the other box. It  
was rather a slow means of getting 
messages in and out, but those cracker 
boxes were never molested." 

But Mr. Mickle says that the in- 
habitants of Holly Springs were thrif- 
ty and enterprising and after the war 
ended in 1865 they began to rebuild. 
Most of the destroyed buildings were 
rebuilt by 1870. 

Another invasion, perhaps more 
deadly in loss of life than the war, 
occurred in 1878 when Holly Springs 
was devastated by a yellow fever 
epidemic. The population before the 
epidemic was approximately 2,500, and 
500 were lost. Every available build- 
ing in the town was given over to  
nursing cases, and from August 31 
until November, Holly Springs citi- 
zens died by the hundreds. Yellow 
fever took its toll among the Missis- 
sippi Press Association members, 
taking its president, W. J. L. Holland, 
a resident of Holly Springs, and four 
other editors of the state. 

The old home which the General 
and his wife occupied during the war 
is  now the property of Mrs. M. A. 
Greene. It  is a .  beautiful type 
of old southern architecture, wonder- 
fully well preserved, and while the 
house has changed hands several 
times, it  contains much of the orig- 
inal furniture there during Grant's 
time. Its ceilings are high, its walls 
thick, and i t  has  the traditional long 
winding staircase and the long hall- 
way to the front door. Three huge 
mirrors, extending from floor to ceil- 
ing, are  among the most prized pos- 
sessions. 

The home which Grant used for his 
headquarters is  now occupied by Mr. 
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and Mrs. C. N. Dean and Mr. Dean 
serves Holly Springs a t  this time a s  
i ts mayor. The huge iron fence 
around this home was made in the 
iron works in Holly Springs and is 
of a most decorative design. This 
home is spacious and grand, replete 
with antique furniture of various 
periods and enhanced by gardens of 
old-fashioned flowers. 

Holly Springs was surveyed in 1836, 
incorporated in 1837, and its pogula- 
tion was mostly of the  Anglo-Saxon 
and Scotch-Irish descent. While most 
of the  early settlers came from Vir- 
ginia, North Carolina and Georgia, 
there were a goodly number from the 
New England states.  The town grew 
rapidly, and the  people went about 
the  erection of schools and churches 
in a most businesslike manner. Some 
of these old churches stand today, a s  
they were originally built, their ivy- 
covered walls hiding the  cracks which 
age has  brought. 

Three fine schools were built be- 
fore the  war, the  Holly Springs In- 
stitute, the  Franklin Female College 
and the  St. Thomas Hall for boys. 
Some of the  leading citizens of Holly 
Springs were cadets a t  the  latter col- 
lege, which was a military one, in- 
cluding Major General E C. Walthall, 
of the Confederacy, later United 
States  senator. During the  war the 
c i ty  of Holly Springs furnished one 
Major General, about eight Brigadier 
Generals, a number of Colonels and 

. Captains to  the  war. 
Holly Springs claims some world- 

famous characters a s  i ts past citizens. 
Commodore Matthew F. Maury, who 
served with the old navy when war 
broke out  and who went into the 
Confederate navy, made charts of 
navigation which a r e  used a t  the  
present time the world around. Rus- 
sia offered him a handsome fee after 
t h e  war  to come abroad and reorgan- 
ize her  navy. H e  often visited his 
sister, Mrs. Nancy Holland, who re- 
sided near Holly Springs. 

Dr. J. H. Ingram, rector of Christ's 
Episcopal Church a t  Holly Springs, 
and the  author of the famous books, 
"The Prince of the House of David" 
and "The Pillar of Fire," is buried in 
the cemetery a t  Holly Springs. 

A. AX. Clayton, lawyer of that city, 
later became Chief Justice of the  Su- 
preme Court of Mississippi; Roger 
Barton was the leading criminal law- 
year of the s ta te  for many years, and 
Judge J.  C. Trotter,  later of tlle Su- 
preme Court, was a resident of Holly 
Springs. Miss Kate Freeman Clark 
is a native of Holly Springs, and her 
painting, "A Summer Afternoon," is 
now on display in the Brooks Me- 
morial Art Gallery a t  Memphis. She 
is an internationally known artist  and 
has a representation of her  work in 
the New York Public Library also. 

The  old court house in the center 
of the  square which appears quite 
modern, is merely the  old court house, 
with a n  addition, and contains the 
same material, beneath the new out- 
side walls. 

For  all i t s  modern improvements 
and its keeping abreast of the  times, 
Holly Springs still follows and rep- 
resents the agrarian traditions. Its 
people live, a s  all people must live, 
on and by the land. It is significant 
then, that  a large state experimental 
station, established in 1904, is lo- 
cated there and i ts  most notable suc- 
cess has been in reclaiming lands 
from erosion. 

In its natural resources, in civic 
pride, in handsome buildings, in edu- 
cational opportunities, in artistic and 
intellectual accomplishments, Holly 
Springs rests a s  readily on its worth 
today, a s  on its charming antiquity. 

Below, at lef t ,  appears Ge~reral Grarrt's 
rrsidr~cre irr Holly Sprircgs during the 
Civil W a r  dnys, nrrd at right is o v i r w  
of the old konre which served as his 
Izcndqrrartrrs. Both pirtrtres are rereut 
orres, arrd the houses arc prartirnlly the 
same today a s  they were in '61. 

SAVING PER DIEM 
When foreign equipment comes on 

Frisco Lines, tarrying "is what i t  does 
tlle least thing of" to express it a s  
woilld a n  Octavus Roy Cohen char- 
acter. The three cases which follow 
illustrate the interest that Frisco em- 
ployes take in this important matter 
of saving per diem. 

Car i\IP 94469, loaded with yellow 
pine lumber for a new high school 
building a t  Vanduser, No., was for- 
warded from Meridian, Miss., via the 
Y. C ill. V. on hIay 33 and arrived in 
JIemphis May 31. At that  point i t  
was delivered to Frisco Lines and left 
there in train 832 the morning of 
June 1. I t  was put in train 851 from 
Hayti on the same morning, arriving 
in Vanduser a t  9:50  a. m., and spotted 
for unloading shortly after. It was 
released a t  9 : 0 0  o'clock the next 
morning and delivered empty to the 
Missouri Pacific a t  Morley by train 
854 the same day. Among those re- 
sponsible for this speedy handling 
was B. R. Hargrove, agent a t  Van- 
duser, who took pains to see that the  
car did not remain long a t  his station. 

The second instance occurred a t  
Prairie Grove, Ark., where Maurice 
Buttram is agent. Car ATSF 26743. 
loaded with flour and feed consigned 
to the Prairie Grove Milling Company, 
arrived there in train 757 a t  1 1 : 5 0  a. 
m., May 29. The car  was spotted and 
unloaded by 3:30  p. m. and was moved 
out empty in train 756 a t  10:OO p. m. 
on the same day it  was received. 

The  handling of Car CMSTP 716955, 
loaded with crackers for the National 
Biscuit Company a t  Wichita, is the 
third example. This car  was re- 
ceived a t  Wichita a t  2 : 2 5  a. m., June 
11, and went around the horn to the 
hole track. It was spotted, unloaded 
and later switched out and brought 
back to the yard, moving out empty 
in train 332 a t  5 : 3 0  p. m. on the  same 
day it  was received. According to J. 
H. Doggrell, superintendent of trans- 
portation, this was exceptionally good 
handling. 



WOMAN TELEGRAPHER AT NEWBURG 

N EWBURG, MO., one of the MiSS Helen Fellows Handles Moselle anh finally came to New- 
important division points burg in 1923, where I have re- 
on the Frisco's Eastern di- "Graveuard" Trick at mained." 

vision, boasts of having a s  one 
of i ts  employes, and its only girl 
employe, Miss Helen Fellows, 
woman telegraph operator. She 
is one of the most competent 
women operators to be found on 
Frisco Lines today and one of the few 
now employed in that capacity. She 
works from midnight until 8 o'clock 
in the morning. 

Miss Fellows lives with her father 
and mother a t  Newburg, where her 
father is division storekeeper. Her  
brother. Don Fellows, is  the Frisco's 
florist a t  Springfield, Mo. The re- 
porter found her preparing for her 
night's work, and while she feels that  
she had done nothing unusual, the 
nature of her work is of interest to 
not only Frisco employes, but out- 
siders, as  well. 

Her  years of service number sixteen. 
and during that  time she has thoro- 
ughly proven her ability. She was 
employed In the oflice of the  Car m e  
countant at Springfield In 1936, and 
in 1917, when the telegraph achool 
for girls was inaugurated to train 
girls as  operators to take the place 
of the boys who had to go to war. 
she enrolled there. She says that  her 
reason for taking the course was 
purely a patriotic one, but it flnally 
proved to be so fascinating that she 
chose telegraphy a s  a profession. 

Eighty girls were enlisted in the 
first school, but many of them dropped 
out after the first few lessons. After 
three or four months a few outsiders 
were taken in who paid for their 
tuition, in the hope of being placed 
after the Frisco girls had had the 
preference of the positions. H. D. 
Teed was then superintendent of tele- 
graph and J. H. Brennan, now super- 
intendent of telegraph, was his  
assistant. A. B. Sherwood, now wire 
chief, held that  same position a t  that 
time, and the three of them under- 
took t o  traln the class of girls. 

After studying from May untIl 'Ne 
vember of 1917, she received her first 
appointment and left to  take the third 
shift operator's position a t  Franka, Mo. 

"I remember Mr. Brennan went 
there with me the  first night. for 
which I was most grateful. Before we 
went, he  tried in every way to tell me 
that  living conditions would not be a s  
nice a s  they were a t  home and that  
there were only about six houses in  
Franks, and I would have to be really 
interested in my work to stay. Well, 
when we got there there were three 
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houses, Coantldg the section house. I 
remember that night distinctly and I 
also remember the morning sunrise 
and I wrote home that  I had never 
seen anything so beautiful in all my 
life. There wasn't anything to ob- 
struct the view," she said. 

And here her mother interrupted 
by saying that  she probably thought 
the sunrise more beautiful because it  
meant that the first trying night was 
over. 

"I really enjoyed my stay there and 
I remember the first week I bought 
the store out of candy. They didn't 
have such a big supply, but I finally 
got down to eating Baker's chocolate. 

"i stayed there one month and three 
days and got bumped. Then'I  went to 
Northview, Mo.. for a month; to  
Marshfield, Mo.. for a month, then to 
Dixon for a month. . All my service 
has been on the Eastera division. And 
all these positions were a s  extra o p  
erator. My first regular job was a t  
Eureka, Mo., where I remained from 
February t o  June, and then went to 
Valley Park. At the latter point I 
was bumped by a wounded soldier 
who had returned and so I went to  
Sullivan, Mo., and I was at that point 
when the Armistice was signed. I 

Her  duties consist of copying 
orders, clearing trains, copying 
and sending messages, and lately 
she has been assisting in the sell- 
ing of tickets. The crews get 

their running orders a t  Newburg, and 
there are  none of the passenger men 
with whom she is  not acquainted, and 
but few of the freight men. 

She says that her most exciting ex- 
perience came while she was a t  Mo- 
selle. An embargo had been placed 
on a number of loaded cars of freight 
which were on the siding, and several 
times they had been broken into, but 
they were unable to apprehend the 
thieves. One night about 11 : 00 o'clock 
a young boy of the town came to her 
and told her that a car without head- 
lights had been going up and down 
past the  station for some time. She 
said that  when the operator came to 
relieve her a t  midnight that  she would 
see i f  there had been any  trouble up 
that way, tor the relieving operator 
lived near the sidlng. No trouble was 
reported when the operator arrived, 
but within a short time the agent came 
to the station and reported that they 
were into the  cars. H e  phoned 
the special agent and they went to 
the one road leading from town and 
piled ties in the center and on the  
sides to  make it  impassable. Then 
with guns they went up to the cars. 
The thieves got away in their auto- 
mobile, but when they came to the 
ties, abandoned the machine and one 
of them was captured that  night and 
the other three later. It happened 
that the gang was well known around 
St. Louis and the career of Rhine- 
hart, the man captured the first night, 
had been written up in the St. Louis 
papers. 

They brought him to the office and 
tied him to a chair, and Miss Fellows 
had to carry on her work a t  the tele- 
graph key amid the turmoil. 

The next night was even more ex- 
citing, for they brought the  stolen 
goods into the office and left her alone 
with it. The balance of the robbers 
had not been caught at  that time, and 
she -feared they wou!d return for the 
loot. But with a trusty automatic by 
her side she flnished her work and' 
later. t o  her relief, found they had all 
been rounded up. 

I t  seems that  the love of flowers 
is a common one in the Fellows 
family, and Eelen Fellows clalms it 

also worked a t  Richland, Brookline, (Now turn lo Page 21, please) 




