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Logan Iron and Steel Co. 
Gcr~rcir~r Wrought Iron 

WORKS: BURNHAM. PA. 

C.W.Booth & Co. 
Railway Supplies 

RAILIVAY ESCHANGI': BLDG. 
CHICAGO, ILL. 

GUNDLACH COAL COMPANY 
MINERS AND PRODUCERS OF HIGH-GRADE FUEL 

P. 0. Box 241 
EDGEMONT STATION EAST ST. LOUIS, I L L .  

KERITE 
for 

SIGNAL SERVICE 
Car Wiring, 
L i g h t i n g  

and Power 
Service 

THE KERITE E&Ut%ELE COMPANY IE 
*EI I O U  CHIC*GO --LOO 

The New York Air 
Brake Company 

Manufactures the  

STANDARD AIR- BRAKE 
EQUIPMENT 
GENERAL OFFICES 

420 Lexington Ave., New York  City 

WORI<S 
Watertown, New York  

American Handle  Company 
Manufacturers of 

High-grade Hickory, Axe, Adze, 
Pick, Sledge, Hatchet,  Hammer  

and  Railroad Tool Handles  

JONESBORO ARKANSAS 

CHAS. R. LONG, JR. 
COMPANY 

L,OUISVILI,E CHICAGO 

Magnus Company 

G 

INCORPORATED 

JOURNAL BEARINGS and 

BRONZE ENGINE CASTINGS 

NEW YORK CHICAGO 



GArllsld 2870-2871 BLUE PRINTING 

I I M P " R T F R 9  A N I l  DEALERS I N  I 

/ Owens Paper Box Co I 
413-415 N. Fist 

SAINT LOUIS 

MANUFACTURERS 

( PLAIN AND FANCY BOXES 1 

"HERCULES" 
-Red Strand- 
WIRE ROPE 

Made Only by 
A. Leschen & Sons Rope Go. 

ST. LOUIS 
Tongk 

- Strong 
Sale 

- Y Ihable 

Bnnchu 
NEW YORK 
CHICAGO 
DENVER 

SAN 

I fRANClSCO 

1 Midvale Coal Co. 
" m a n e  c s c a u  

AN 

Chemical 10. 

"" ",.m"= ".L,.B.. 

D DOMESTIC COAL 

Bldg. ST. LOUIS, N 

LOOSE LEAF BINDERS A S D  SUPPLIES 

1906 Pine St., St. Louis. Mo. 

Hy. L. Schafermeyer 
Locksmith and Machinist 

Safes Opened and Repaired 
408.10 N. 3rd St. 

St. Louis. MO. MAin 0245 

A. S. ALOE CO. 
ENGINEERING SUPPLIES 

I 1819 Olive St. I 

Does 

Your Fuel 
Contract 

Protect? 

We 
Guarantee 

Dependable 
Delivery 
Uniform 
Quality 

Competitive 
Price 

SAINT LOUIS & O'FALLON COAL CO. 
SAINT LOUIS 

St. Louis Surfacer and 
Paint Company 

RAILROAD PAINTS, VARNISHES 
ENAMELS 

Arlington Ave. and Termindl Belt Ry. ST. LOUIS, MO. 
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PIONEER WOMAN FRISCO TELEGRAPHER 

I N A recent endeavor to locate Mvs. F. W .  Hull of Wichita snow drifted mountain high. 
the first woman telegrapher of Finally a storekeeper came to 
Prisco Lines, Tire Fr;sco Ejrt- Was  ' # K e y  - Pou n de r" a t Beaumont and established a little 

ployes' 11!ngasinc has found sev- atore and things were not so  d3I- 
era1 women who a r e  pioneers Beaumont in Early Eighties n c ~ t t  to get. The post oBice was 
in F r i s c o servlce. One of 
them is  Mrs. F. W. Hull, who now 
resldes in Wichlta, Kansas. She 
learned telegraphy in the little station 
a t  Beaumont, Kansas, in  1880, after 
six months of study, and served the 
Frisco Railroad for  five years. 

Although Mrs. Hull is a busy house- 
wife of Wichita. Kans.. a t  this time, 
s h e  is always interested in affairs of 
the Frisco. Her early days of pioneer- 
ing, and her description of Wichita 
before i t  became the city it is today, 
make one believe that all the color 
and romance of ranroadlng today pale 
into insignificance when the pioneer 
life of the '80's is  unfolded in story 
form. 

Mrs. Hull was born Jennie Herring. 
In Litchfield, Mich., in 1865. Her  
father. N. Herring. was enlployed by 
the Rock Island and the family moved 
west in 1979. They first moved from 
Michigan to Trenton, Mo., and made 
the trip there in a covered wagon. 
She calls that wagon the "little house 
on wheels". It was drawn by two 
sturdy horses. At her age it  was a 
glorious adventure, making the trip 
west, and the little family had many 
a scare as they passed groups of In- 
dians, dressed in g a I1 y colored 
blankets and beaded dress, but their 
fears were in vaIn for they were 
never molested by Indians. ~ l though .  
she says, she never got used to them. 

She attended school in Trenton, but 
in 1879 her father heard that  they 
were building the road into Beaumont, 
Kansas, in fact into Halstead, Kansas. 
There was no station or depot there 
a t  the time, but J. C. Payne, who 
served the  railroad as  operator in n 
crude little building, resigned in favor 
of Mr. Herring. It  was difficult to get 
operators or agents to s tay in such a 
desolate place. 

Soon the depot was erected and 
three lovely rooms were built above 
into which the Herring family moved. 
There were no houses in Beaumont- 
no stores-only groups of Indians 
passing two and fro-occasional work 
trains, freight trains and a few pas- 
senger trains. 

Before the station was built they 
Hved in the "little house on wheels" 
and Mrs. Herring, who wanted to help 
her husband get started in his west- 
ern location, decided to cook the 
meals for the  section gangs working 

on the track. The  nearest place to 
eat  was 26 miles and the men went 
to and fro on a work train, but not 
after they found out how excellent a 
cook they had a Beaumont. 

J. C. Payne. the former agent, made 
the remark that he believed Jennie 
could learn telegraphy, and .so he had 
a key installed upstairs and by in- 
structing her in its use, she began to 

MRS. F. W. HULL 

interpret messages and with help 
learned to send them. Finally she  
secured the position of operator, and 
her father remained there a t  Beau- 
mont as agent. 

Then the early settlers started 
coming in and staking claims, and 
Mrs. Herring fed them all for a mod- 
est  sun]. They secured their supplies 
Prom Severy, Kansas, and Jennie 
Herring remembers going to Severy 
on the work train many a day to 
bring back supplies of food. Potatoes 
were purchased by the gunny sack, 
and s h e  can remember when canned 
tomatoes were a luxury. Cattle 
roamed the prairies-there were n o  
fences and when winter came the 

also established in thls store. It  
was easy to purchase beef, and Mr. 
Herring had hogs which furnished 
meat, lard and sausage for the  table. 

With the new settlers came the bad 
men of the west. Mrs. Hull remem- 
bers that there were two murders a t  
Beaumont during the time she was 
operator and one night they got her 
out of bed to send a telegram to 
Eldorado to have the Sheriff come 
and get a fugitive. 

Those were the days of real winter 
weather, of packed ice and mow, which 
stood for months, and one day, as the 
Herring lamily were snug an8  warm 
in their little station, word came that 
one of the passenger trains had been 
stalled In a snow drift and that there 
were sixty-five people aboard. For- 
tunately the train was only half a mile 
from the little station. Mr. Herring. 
hired a horse and wagon and they 
drove t o  the traln and took the people 
off. Mrs. Herring sent her blankets 
and warm clothing and finally the last 
of the isolated passengers was safe 
in the station house. Then came the 
matter of feeding them and of pro- 
viding a place for them to deep.  

A section house, which stood ad- 
jacent to the station, was fitted up 
for the men, and Mrs. Herring cared 
for the women in her small quarters. 
Hay was thrown on the floor of the 
section house and a fire was built in 
the stove and the men found the 
quarters as  comfortable an they could 
expect. So enormous wae the crowd 
that Mrs. Herring could onIy cook 
two m e a b  a day and the  coffee was 
made in a big wash boiler. One boy 
who was taken from the train had 
both hands frozen and had to be fed. 
The little store was taxed to capacity 
to supply food tor the  passengers, and 
finally the Herring's bought the en- 
tire supply, and before the train 
could get through the drift, all that  
was left was pork, canned tomatoes, 
bread and coffee. But the passengers 
were most grateful for the care they 
had received and finally departed on 
their train three days later. 

Soon the antelope and wild game 
began to move further west to make 
room for the early settlers. These 
settlers brought sheep with them and 
there was milch wool shipped from 
the station a t  Beaumont. F. W. Hull 

(1Ya:c. tttr~r to I'agr 14, plcase) 




