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A part o f  the  group o f  veterans, who journeyed to the  Veterans' Reunion, are 
shown in the above photograph, grouped around the  engine which 

pulled their special train f rom Pensacola to  Memphis.  
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Permission is given to reprint with or without credit, 
in part or in full, any article appearing in this Magazine. 

The last car of strawberries during 
the season 1934, moved from Frisco 
territory on June loth, from the MO- 
nett district, making a total of 961 
cars for the season. Three hundred 
and sixty-eight cars moved in express 
service, and 593 cars by freight, a s  
compared with a total movement of 
707 cars during 1933, 290 by express 
and 417 by freight. 

This indicates a gain of 254 cars of 
berries in 1934, a s  compared with the 
previous year, despite the drouth, 
which ruined a t  least 300 additional 
cars, most of these in Southwest 
Missouri. 

Forty-eight cars of strawberries 
were produced in Frisco's southeast- 
ern territory, the principal producing 
points being Atmore and Winfield. 
Ala., Amory and Nettleton, Miss. The 
bulk of the movement, however, 
came from the Ozarks of Northwest 
Arkansas and Southwest Missouri. 
Farmington, Ark., was the largest in- 
dividual shipping point, with 169 cars 
of berries, of the varieties of Klon- 
dykes and Blakemores. 
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While prices were very low this 
year, i t  is estimated the Ozarlr berry 
crop brought into the territory over 
$600,000.00. 
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400 Veterans and Families 
Journey to 

N E  of the best we have ever 
had," was the comment from 
the veterans who attended 

the Eleventh Annual Reunion of the 
Frisco Veteran Employes' Association 
a t  Pensacola, Fla., May 13-16 of this 
year. This is the  second year the 
reunion has been held a t  the Frisco's 
gulf port city, and, due to the many 
new features added to the program. 
it  was of unusual interest to  all the 
veterans present. 

The veterans journeyed to Pensacola 
in two groups, from the two points 
of St. Louis and Springfield, arriv- 
ing in Memphis the evening of May 
13. There they enjoyed dinner a t  
the Grand Central Station, Arcade, 
Eagle and Blackstone Cafes, leaving 
by Special Train about 8:00 p. m. 
The Special Train was given to the 
veterans by J .  i\I. Kurn. 

The San Carlos Hotel a t  Pensacola 
was designated as  headquarters for 
the rieunion, and after 'the guests 
checked in and secured breakfast, the 
veterans gathered together in their 
annual meeting. 

"Uncle" Billy Morrill, president, 
opened the meeting with a cordial 
greeting, giving them the program of 
events in detail. Matters of inter- 
est to the members were discussed, 
following which, Mr. Morrill called 
for election of officers for the year 
1935. D. L. Forsythe, recently retired 
road foreman of equipment, was elect- 
ed president; C. H. Baltzell, director 
of accident prevention, was elected 
vice-president, and J.  L. McCormack, 
superintendent F. L. & D. Claims, 
remained in his position a s  secretary. 

Directors of the reunion, froin the 
divisions, elected at  the annual ineet- 
ing, include: John Stroud, engineer, 
Tulsa, Southwesteh;  Ike Scudder, 
engineer, Enid, Western; W. D. Bas- 
sett ,  St. Louis Terminals; M. H. 
Stubblefield, Chaffee, River; W. L. 
Heath, conductor. Eastern; Mark 
Allebach, Ft.  Worth, Texas Lines; C. 
B. Coleman, engineer, Central; Jim 
Harris, yardmaster, Kansas City, 
Northern; Messrs. Bassett, Stubble- 
field, Allebach and Heath were elect- 
ed for  n period of two years, the 
balance for one year. 

Martha Moore, of St. Louis, sug- 
gested to the veterans that they 
might be most helpful to their rail- 
road this year in  soliciting fares to 
the World's Fair a t  Chicago through 
the St. Louis gateway. She told the 
story of the new Fair to those in at- 

Pensacola for Reunion 
tendance, and each and every veteran 
and his family signed a pledge that 
they would make every effort to se- 
cure one or more passengers. At the 
close of the Fair, the passengers se- 
cured by them will be totaled and it is 
expected that the number will be es- 
pecially gratifying. 

J. W. Morrill, C. H. Baltzell and 
Martha Moore were appointed on a 
committee to draft letters of appreci- 
ation to all those concerned who 
had made the reunion a t  Pensacola 
possible. 

The meeting adjourned at  noon, and. 
a t  2:30 p. nl., busses were ready to 
take the veterans and their families 
to the Casino, where they enjoyed 
swimming, fishing and athletic con- 
tests. 

The athletic contest program mas 
an illnovation this year, and was sug- 
gested and carried out by W. H. Crow, 
general agent a t  Pensacola, and Nrs. 
Crow. 

The train calling championship was 
won by R. R. Bearden, of Springfield, 
Mo.; automatic air brake contest 
(balloon bursting) for the ladies was 
moil by Mrs. J.  F. Jedlicka, of St. 
Lonis. The foot race for men was 
won by J. H. Sanders, of St. Louis, 
with E. C. Lindeman, of Kansas City, 
the winner of second prize. The 
cracker eating contest was won by C. 
H. Baltzell, and the crab race for men 
was won by J.  H. Sanders of St. 
Louis. The ladies competed in the 
"wash oilt on t h e  line" race, in which 
they were required to hang clothes 
on a line with clothes pins, and this 
event mas won by Mrs. E t ta  Reynolds, 
of Ft. Scott, Kans. The boxing cham- 
pionship was won by A. F. Prugger, 
with W. L. Lane receiving second 
prize. 

The beauty contest was for men 
only and A. H. Knelle. of St. Louis, 
took first prize, with W. H. Hengist, 
of St. Louis, winner of second prize. 

Besides these events the veterans 
enjoyed horeshoe pitching, checkers, 
soft ball and fishing. Various firms, 
restaurants, San Carlos Hotel and 
Pensacola Coach Corporation fur- 
nished a lovely group of prizes for 
the athletic program, which were 
awarded a t  the diiiner a t  the Casino 
that evening. Julian Olsen, athletic 
director of the Y. 31. C. A., efficiently 
ran off the contests a t  the beach. 

The dining room a t  the Casino was 
opened a t  7:30 p. m. and the vet- 
erans and their families enjoyed a 

Three Day Trip One 
o f  Most Pleasant 
Ever En joyed 

real fish dinner. Introductions of the 
newly elected president and his offic- 
ers  were in order, and the orchestra 
a t  the Casino furnished music during 
the meal. 

The veterans then went to the 
beach until the dining room was 
cleared for dancing. Returning, they 
enjoyed several square dances, and 
the prize waltz was won by P. J.  
Doyle and wife of St. Louis. 

Busses returned them t o  the hotel 
about 10:00 p. m., where they retired 
for rest, after a busy but delightful 
day. 

The members of the Old Timers', or 
Forty Year Club, held their meeting 
a t  9 : 0 0  a. m. on the morning of May 
15th. Wm. Henry, president of the 
club, called the meeting to order and 
af ter  a general discussion of the af- 
fairs of the clltb, election of new of- 
ficers was held. R. R. Bearden, con- 
ductor, of Springfield, . was 
elected president and Geo. Dillard, re- 
tired road foreman of equipment, 
was elected vice-president. W. D. 
Bassett remained in the position of 
secretary. 

Sightseeing trips to Ft. Barrancas, 
U. S. hTaval Air Station and Harbor 
were enjoyed by the veterans from 
10:30 a. m., May 15, until noon, and 
in the afternoon they were taken for 
a boat ride on a government boat. 

Those who did not care to make this 
trip went to t h e  Casino for the after- 
noon, but retnrned to the  San Carlos 
in time for the banquet a t  7:30 p. m.. 
which was one of the most delightful 
ever enjoyed by this group. 

George C. TVillings, vice-president 
of the Pensacola News-Journal and 
former traffic manager of the G. F. 
& A. Railroad acted a s  toastmaster. 
H e  introduced George Roarlre, City 
Manager, who extended regrets of the 
Mayor, who could not be present. Mr. 
Roarke paid a beautiful tribute to J .  
&I. Kurn as a man of vision, stable 
in his policies, a man who under- 
stands the problenis of the enlployes, 
and who understands thoroughly the 
problems of business. H e  invited the 
veterans to Pensacola, collectively or 
individually. 

D. L. Forsythe, newly elected presi- 




