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“l Didn’t Think.”
B. L. WINCHELL.

“A good general rule for avoiding trouble, is to not let things
begin to happen.”’

This recent very wise utterance seems to me the basic principie
in the SAFETY FIRST movement. It is a good deal like preventing
drunkenness. He who does not drink at all can never drink too
much, The official, or employe, of a railway company who opens the
way for a mishap, might have avoided an exceedingly serious after-
consequence, as we all know that it is often a combination of little
things which leads to the greatest casualties.

One of the saddest of all admissions is, ‘I didn’t think.”” The
late-lamented Bill Nye once said of a friend: ‘¢ doesn’t think;
he just thinks he thinks.”’

We are all human, and sometimes with the best of intention our
minds are not sufficiently alert in the right direction, and yet few
of us are properly on our guard, except in the presence of a reéog-
nized emergency. We do not bear in mind that an emergency may
be lurking just back of an everyday occurrence. The ugly head of a
serious possibility does not generally show itself, but occasionally
we leave the right opening, and it bursts in upon us at fearful cost
of life and limb.

Good railroad work in any department requires full experience
and knowledge of the work to be undertaken; a clear brain, one which
while on duty is alert for the greatest accomplishments, and one which
is continually watching for and guarding against the things which
may go wrong. This necessary mental condition can only accompany
general good health ; so that as a foundation for all, good habits, both
mental and physical, are an ahsolute necessity in the campaign for
prevention of trouble and disaster.

From the Feminine Viewpoint.
MRS. MAUDE GASTON.

The old maxim, ‘‘self-preservation is the first law of nature,”’ does
nof. always hold good with the railroad man. He is careless, and by
so doing, not only endangers his own life, but the lives of others.

Railroad accidents are nearly always the result of carelessness or
the violation of some rule of the company. The injuries that follow
are many. This carelessness and violation of the rules is not premedi-
tated; in faet, I do not know of an employe who would intentionally
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be careless or violate a rule. They do these things thoughtlessly, and
the results have brought sorrow to many homes.

ITow often we shudder when we see men running between mov-
ing cars. jumping on and off fast-moving trains, taking so wmany
chances that are foolish and unnecessary.

Recently, a brakeman, while switehing a train in one of the com-
pany’s vards, in order to set the hrakes and stop the train quickly,
ran in hetween the moving cars, slinped and fell, was run over and
killed. leaving a wife and widowed mother to mourn him. Could any
accident be more uncalled for?

When nien take sueh chances and arve so careless, is it any wonder
that vailroad business is classed ““most hazardous’?

It the careless ratlroad man eould look at the results of his care-
lessness from a woman’s view point, or if he could behold the distress
of his loved ones after some carcless act of his that had caused him
to forfeit his life, do you think if he might try again that he would
take another chance, however small it might seem?

But he never gets another trial and those dependent upon him
are left to battle with this world.

TIhuagine if yvou can how a woman shrinks from having to fight
this problem of living all alone, perhaps with little helpless children
depending on her effort, or perhaps an aged mother frying to struggle
on after her boy has been snatched from her by some careless act of
his own at the very time in her life when she needed his love and
protection most.

0! that something might be done to do away forever with care-
lessness on railroads.

Carelessness has probably caused wore sorrow and suffering than
anything ever has,

Don’t wait, trusting to chance that you will escape.

Be sure and be on the safe side.

Don’t take a chance; there is too much depending on it.

Think how those at home pray for yvour satety, and for their sakes
and your own, protect the life that means so much to those who are
dear to you.

Railroad cmployes, however, are not the only ones who take
chances, The public in general is a pretty close second, often to their
own sorrow, as is shown by the old couple who were driving to town
one day. They attempted to drive across the tracks in front of an
approaching train. The wagon was struck and completely demolished
and the old couple were thrown into a mudpuddle but were not
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