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"I Didn't Think." 
B. L.  WINCHELL. 

I L A good general rnle lor  avoiding trouhle, is to not let things 
hegin to happe~i." 

This rcceiil verj, wise utterance seems to me the basic principie 
in the SAFETY FIRST movement. It is a good deal like preventing 
drunlcenncss. I-lc who cloes not dl-ink a t  all call never drink too 
much. The official, or employe, of a railwax company who opens the 
way for a mishap, might have avoided an  exceedingly serious after- 
consequence, as  we  all know t h a t  it is often a combination of little 
things wl~icli  leads to  the  greatest casualties. 

One of the  saddest of all adnlissions is, "I didn't  think." The 
late-lamented Bill Nye once said of a friend: "--- doesn 't think ; 
lie just thinks he thinks." 

W e  are  all human, and sometimes with the  best of intention our  
lnincls are  ]lot sufficiently alert  in  the  right direction, and yet few 
of us are properly on our guard, except in  the  prcsence of a recog- 
nized emergency. W e  do not  bear in mind tha t  an  eniergency may 
be lurking just back of an everyday occurrence. Thc ugly head of a 
serious possibility does not generally show itself, but occasionally 
we leave the right opening, and i t  bursts in upon us a t  fearful cost 
of life and limb. 

Good railroad work in any department requires full experience 
and Irnowledgc of the work to be undertaken ; a clear brain, one which 
while on duty is alert for  the greatest accomplislin~ents, and one which 
is continually watching for  and guarding against the  things which 
may go wrong. This necessary inental condition can only accompany 
general good health; so tha t  as a foundation for all, good hahits. both 
mental and physical, are a n  absol~zte necessity in the  campaign fo r  
prerention of tronble a n d  disaster. 

From the Feminine Viewpoint. 
MRS. MAUDE GASTON. 

The old maxim, "self-preservakion is the  first law of nature," cloes 
not always hold good with the  railroad maa. H e  is careless, and by 
so doing, not only endangers his own life, but the lives of others. 

Railroad acciclellts are  nearly always the  result of carelessness o r  
the violation of some rule of the company. The injuries tha t  follow 
are many. This carelessness and violation of t l ~ e  rules is not premecli- 
tated; in fact. I do not know of an  employe w l ~ o  would intentionally 
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be cnrelcss 01. violate ;I 1 .111~. ' ~ I I c J .  (In these t,hillgs t11oughtlessl)-, and  
t.he 1~su l t . s  have b ~ ~ ) u p l l t   sol-^^)\\. to il~i!l l>.  11omes. 

IIo\v oftell wc s l r ~ ~ t l t l e ~  wlren \vc see mcn ivili~iiiig het,\vce~i ~ n o v -  
-ing vars. ,jninl)ing on irntl ol? I ' ;~s t - i l~o~ ing  trains,  tnkilig so Inan>- 
cliancacs t h a t  a rc  I'oolisl~ ; I I I ~  ulillccrssuly. 

l l w c ~ i t l y ,  R bl*al<e~na~i .  wllilr s \~-i tc. l l i l~g a t ,~xi i i  i11 one of the coin- 

llaii?.'s j.urds, in o lde r  to set the  l)!,illi~s a n d  stop tllc t ra in  cl~iclil:,~, 
].all ~ I I  l)et,\vecn t,lic. 111o~il1g (('a1.s. sli!)l)(vl and  fell: \vas run over n i ~ d  
1iillc.tl. lea\.ilig a wife \vido\vctl 1liot11c~ lo Inourn !~inl .  C o d d  a n y  
;rccitl(>l~t 1 ~ c  1nol.c nl~callr : l  for!  

l\'Iicn n ic i~  talcti sncll c.ll;rnccs and  a r e  so  careless, is i t  ally wonder 
. . 

tlinl r a i l ~ o i ~ c l  I)usinc:ss is c:l;rssed "most hazardous"? 
1.f thc  careless ~ x i l r o a d  11litl1 could look at. thc  results  of his care- 

less~lcss f rom a \ v o ~ n m ! s  view point, o r  if hc  coulcl l)el~old the  distress 
of his loved ones af ter  some c ; ~ l ~ l c s s  act, oE his thn t  11ad caused him 
to forfeit his life, d o  you th ink  if he might t r y  a g ; ~ i ~ r  tha t  he \vo~~I t l  
take anot.11e1. cha~.lce? hov-ever sinall it, might seem? 

l311t h e  never  gets  another  trixl irntl those dependent ul)oii l i i l i i  

arc lcft. t,o bat,t,le wit11 t l ~ i s  world.  
Tmagirie if' you call Iiow a woman s l ~ r i ~ ~ l r s  fro111 Ili~\.il~g to figlit 

r l~ is  p ~ ~ ) h l c ~ n  of living all nlonc, pcl,l\ay)s  will^ lit,t,le l~elpless chilc1r.x 
t l epc~~t l ing  on 11cr effort, o r  pel.haps a11 agetl mot,lie~v tr!.iilg to  st ,mggle 
on a ft.ei4 hey I)oy h ; ~ s  1)cen silat,clied f rom her hy sonlc careless ac t  of 
his o\v11 a t  the  \.cAiay time in hela life \~ l lcr i  slic nceclcd llis love irrlil 
pi'oteetion most. 

@ I  t,l-lat so inct , l~ i~ig  i n i g l ~ t  bc d o ~ i o  to  (lo ;t\r;l!. I'nrca\.c>r wit11 care- 
lcssness 011 rai ll.oncls. 

Cai~rlcssncss has prol)al)ly c w ~ ~ s ~ d  II:OIT sorrou- i111d s~lrt)cril~,n thau 
anyt, l~il ig ever has. 

Don't  wait? t rus t ing to  ellance I-h;~t you \rill cwnpe. 
Bc su re  and lx on t h e  safe sidc. 
Thn't, talrc il c l~ i l t~ee  : t,here i s  ton 11iucI~1 clel)entli~lg O I I  i t .  
Tlli~llr how those nt holne g r a y  fo r  your  safet>-. i111d f o r  the i r  s;~lces 

and  y o ~ r r  o\rn,  protect. the life that. nlealls so  1!111(.11 t o  those who are  
dea r  to you. 

Railroird cinploycs, Ilowevei., w r ~  not  t l ~ c  o i ~ l y  ones who t,aite 
clla11cc.s. 'l'he public, in general  i s  a prctl>- close second, often t,o their  
o\vn so lw\ \ - ,  as is sho\\:n by t,he old conple who were driving to  tow11 
one day. They att,elnpted to drive ;]cross t h e  t racks  in f ront  of an 
app~,oacl l ing  tlxiil. '1'11~ ~ \ :agon \\,as st,i.uclr ant1 completely deinolished 
a n d  t l ~ e  old eouplc were t,lii.o\vn into ;I m ~ ~ d l ) ~ i t l d l e  h u t  were not  
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