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ra i l roads  f luctuate in va lue  jus t  a s  t h e  
thermometer  goes  u p  o r  down. They  
cost  for. cons t ruc t ion ,  but  their  value 
e x i s t s  chiefly in the  summer  time. 

Note t h i s  var ia t ion  f rom a l l  t h e  
above. T h e  cost  of a  rai lroad between 
two g r e a t  ci t ies  is  less if i t  can m a k e  
LL bec-l inc or  avoid tunne ls ;  hu t  the  
icss i t  costs  a n d  thc s h o r t e r  t h c  dis-  
t ~ i n c c  i t  runs ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  is  i t s  value. 

These  i l lustrat ions give a n  idea of 
w h a t  a  taslc is "intangible" vtlluation. 

Wh% sha l l  decide whcthcr  Iowa m i l -  
roads  have  g o n e  clown in  va lue  a n d  
h o w  much by t h e  drc l ine  in  gopu1:rtion 
In thc  l a s t  decadc? 

;\Tichigirn rai lroads w c r e  s ta ted  by 
Michigan ofticials to have  $35,814,043 
wor th  of t h i s  foggy  someth ing  belong- 
ing' to them in 1900; but  Wisconsin on 
t h c  o ther  h a n d  cre'dits no in tangib le  
va lue  a t  a l l  to i t s  rai lroads.  

T h e  S t a t c  of W a s h i n g t o n  credited 
the  xor thern  Pacific w i t h  1 per c e n t  
in tangib le  va lue  abovc cost  of repro- 
duction of the  rai lroad,  but  h'cw J c r -  
scy  adds  20 pcr  cen t  o r  $75,841,600 a n d  
t h e n  deducts  20 per  cen t  f o r  deprecia-  
tion (which i s  a n  absolutely unha l t -  
ab lc  process)  a n d  so  there  you a r e ;  
the  value of New J e r s e y  rai lronds is 
j u s t  w h a t  i t  cost  to  b r i n g  them i n t o  
existence. 

Minnesota sees no  "intangible" v a l -  
ucs;  ne i ther  did Massachuse t t s  w h e n  
i t  w a s  t r y i n g  to g e t  a t  the  va lue  of 
t h e  New H a v e n  road. 

Xow le t  u s  see how t h e  c o n ~ p l i c a -  
t ions mult iply beyona a l l  thc  abovc. 
'I'i~c va lue  a t  which a rai lruad shoulcl 
be m a r k e d  if in  tho 1n:~rkct for  pur -  
chase  is  i t s  e a r n i n g  powcr ;  just  a s  the  
va lue  of a  horse  l i es  in wl~;r t  i t  can  
r u m  a n d  not  in  t h e  direct ion i t  m a y  
Dr headed.  

But  t w o  l incs of crlual cost  noulcl 
nut  ncccssari ly h a v e  equal  value, f o r  
a n  old "going" l ine  h a s  more  r a l u e  
fh:rn a ncn- onc just  clcvcloliing i t s  tvr-  
~ , i t o ~ ' y .  

' J ' l l e~~ intu the 11uzzlc cu l l~cs  tllc \-:~luc 
uf s t r a t e g i c  position, for  inst:.rncc, Ihc 
s t r c t c h  of ra i l s  bc twcrn  tho 1Iarlcm 
Ill'iAge ; ~ n d  Lllc Gr;cntl C e n l r : ~ l  l k [ ~ r ~ t ,  
rlvc.1- wli icl~ t l ~ c  Ncw 11:lr?1i I I I L I S ~  I W S S .  

'I'hc pritSilvg:'c of ~ m s h i n g  over t l ~ i s  

s t r a t e g i c  s t re tch  is  f igure3 a w a y  u p  in 
the  millions. 

P i l ing  a l i t t lc  more on the  problem: 
The  depreciation cluestion h a s  the  ra i l -  
roads themselves in doubt ,  a n d  how 
can  a remote commission dccide t h i s  
for  40 per  cent  of a l l  t h c  rai lroad 
t r a c k a g e  of t h e  wor ld?  Some ra i l -  
roads  w e a r  o u t  qu icker  t h a n  others.  
Ties a r e  a l w a y s  decaying. K a n s a s  
t ies  a r e  only valucd a t  56 per cent  of 
the i r  cost. T h e  Tar-South tie in i t s  
mois turc  will not  live as l o n g  a s  t l ~ c  
Arizona tic in  i t s  dryncss,  bu t  on thc  
o t h c r  hand. Southern  trnciis will not 
havc  to be cons tan t ly  moved or  liflctl 
to keep uy wi th  encroaching sands .  
Kvery mor ta l  drvicc g r o w s  o ld ;  some 
t h i n g s  on  a rai lroad a g e  ou t  a n d  some 
wenr out, but  when ,  thcy  a r e  uut  thcy 
a r c  o u t  a n d  unless replaced there  is 
no railroad. 

Depreciat ion m u s t  cverlast ingly be 
emphasized,  for  it is  t h e  one  fac tor  
t h a t  is  a l w a y s  ac t ivc ;  a n d  elTiciencs 
consists  in  supply ing  mater ia l  fo r  it 
to  g n a w  a w a y ,  but  w h e t h e r  it is  20 
per c e n t  o r  10 per  c e n t  o r  5 per  cen t  
i t  i s  only possible to tcl1 a f t e r  re -  
placement;  fo r  onc ycals m a y  w e a r  
hard  a n d  another  l igh t ly ;  fo r  instance,  
t h e  Balt imore a n d  Ohio h a d  $4,000,000 
w o r t h  of equipment loss in thc  ffoods 
of l a s t  spr ing .  

DiIFerenees I n  Coustruetion. 

S o w  g o i n g  one  s t e p  f a r t h c r  back- 
to construct ion.  I t  is  self-evident  t h a t  
such a road a s  t h e  Union I'acific, f ro~r t  
Omaha  wcstwarcl across  Kcbraslia, 
w a s  l i t t l e  rnorc t h a n  a m a t t e r  of l ay-  
i n g  tics un a g r a d u a l  r i se ;  bu t  thc  way 
across the S ie r ra  Mountains in Cal- 
i fo rn ia  w a s  onc to tcs t  men's  every 
device a n d  capacity.  A11 thcsc  dif-  
ferences th i s  g r e a t  taslc involves. 
.2 thousand o ~ , l e r  complications 

.:auld be ranged  in rows  a n d  then not 
exhaus t  t h e  l is t .  E u t  pass ing  back to  
t h e  v e r y  first i l cm in  rai lroad build- 
ins---the r i g h t  of way-it mus t  l ~ e  
1,e:llizecl t h a t  in rll:lny cases tile righi 
~i lvay a c r e a g e  custs  11vu and  onr,- 
f o u r t h  t o  t w o  a n d  onc-ha l l  t imes ah 
much a s  I h c  vuIuc of t l ~ e  Ixnd i t  
I I I I C S  Hut  to du l~ l icx lc  now : ~ t  (n'o 
: ~ n , i  onc,-L'uullli 1inic.s pl,csctlt \ . ; I ~ I I I , \  

,v0111~1 it,: y~wl~i l , i t ivc ,  arltl y e t  sucil pos- 
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sillililies of ~~c~l)~ .or luc l io i~  liavc to bc 
~,cl)orted on;  wliicli is ~ ,c l~or t i r ig  o n  
something 1,111~:ly irnaginativc and 
quite usclt~ss esccpt for 1ccIinic;~l n r g w  
went anti incrcwsing tcc:hnicxl crnploy- 
n~en t .  

The  last  question should rcnlly bc 
first: What  is this valuation fo r?  I t  
is to find a supposrd scientific basis 
for railroad rates-both p:lsscng,rr ;in11 
freight. This cannot I>(. clone l ~ y  thc 
means p r o ~ ~ o s c d ,  Lor this c o n L ~ ~ ; ~ t l i c l i ~ ~ ~ ~  
is visible-if a ~ ~ a s s v n g e r  rate i s  
r i ~ h t l y  low in n c ~ ~ o w t l c ~ l  1c.1~i111ry 
n.1-1ci.c prosper it^, flourishes, then a 
rate. ought to b(! l l i c l r  \vhcl,c 111c ptrl~ll- 
lalion is sparsc ; ~ n d  pool. ancl jou~mc~ys 
necessarily long. Y r t  from the poc1;t.t- 
boolr point of view thc rrnwdcd rc%- 
xion could s tand high ~ . a i c s  l )c l t ( .~ .  
than Ihc thin region. 

Atlanta Veterans 
T h e  interior of t h e  Frisco's of f~ce  

a t  Atlanta,  Kans., is  shown in  tlie ac- 
companying reproduction. T o  tlie 
r ight may be  seen Agent S. E. Jones,  
who has  been employed in t he  s ta t ion  
depar tment  of t h e  Fr isco  on the  
Kansas  and  Wes te rn  Divisions for 

- -- - 

Safety Lock 
C. R. Collins, agent,  Bentley, Kans., 

has invented t h e  Collins' Safe ty  Lock 
Tor platform trucks.  

This  loclc works auton~at ica l ly .  

When the  tongue of t h e  t ruck i s  u p  

(lie spr ing  forces the  shaf t  b e t w c r ~ ~  
f l ~ e  spoltes of t h e  wheel, maltiug i t  
i ~ ~ i ~ i i o v a b l e ,  but  w l l e~ i  t h e  tonyuc is  
lo\vered to nlovc the  t ruck the  shaf t  
is withdrawn, allowing the  wheel to 
trlrn. 

Whistle-Just Whistle 
\ \ :II~II yr;ur liearl is sntl and  the* world 

is g lu~i i ,  
\\;histlo-thilt's ; d - j i~s t  whistlc!  

l'rclcntl you'rc :i fil'ct Ilioufili you 
I ~ a v e  no dru~il-  

I v l i s  I i l s  I j 1 1 s l  \vliislle. 
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\\'e have i~ book writtell by T. S. 
Arthur, entitled, "What Can IVoman 
Ijo?" It  is the story of the influence 
of two women from babyhood to 
grarlcl~notlierl~ood, onc for good, tile 
other for cvil. Both were wives ant1 
~notliers. Onc was the means of 
1)renlting u p  her home, thc other saved 
h ( ~ r  husband from ruin. 

In history me find recordcd tlic 
Iremc?ndous iiilluenoe of \vonlun in 
11:~tiollal affairs, as  well as  in the 
home. The Iialnes of Elizabeth, Jo:~n 
of Arc, Nancy J-Ianlis J h c o l n  and 
many others are  I~ousehold words, a s  
a re  Cleopatra, Bloody Mary and 
Lucretia Borgia. 

Many of our great men have attri- 
buted their success to some woman 
and some have said, "All I am I owe 
to my mother," wife or sister. 

Too many women do not realize 
their possibilities. No matter h o ~ v  
hctljietl about yow life may be, there 
is ;~l\v:~ys so~nctliing you can do and 
i f  you do one thing well, it is bet le~ '  
than to so scatter your energies that 
lhry do not amount to anytliiiig any- 
where. 

Jf y r ~  have children, you have n 
life-work. If  you never do anything 
else, you can educate the children a s  
far a s  you a re  able, and instill in 
their minds while they a re  young, the 
desire to be and do something worth 
while. You can begin their education 
while they are  still clinging to your 
dress, with the beautiful stories which 

I Women's Department 
MRS. E. 0. ArEIVLAND. Auxusta, Kansas, Editor 
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have b e e ~ ~  llalidecl down to us  and of 
which the chilclrcn never tire. You 
can educate them in right living by 
keeping the atmosphere of the home 
pure and cleaii. I)o you know that 
everyone has an  atmosphere'? I have 
met people wl~ose very presence 
breathed wliolesonlc s\veetness and 
\vho seemed like the "shadow of a 
rock in. a. weary land." There was a 
mngic something in the personality 
that soot.hed the turbulent spirit ant1 
restctl the tired nerves. These a re  
the people who have realized the 
depth and fullness of life, who have 
suffered and fought,-and conquered. 
They have come to know the truth 
of Anna Robertson Brown's essay, 
"IVhat is Worth While," in which she 
says: "The Eternal Life is serene. It  
is not careworn, nor knows it  any 
foreboding of future ill. Can we not 
take to ourselves its large spirit of 
serenity and c,heer'? \Ve may let go 
discontent. In all the eternal ye:lrs 
there is no word of murmur from ally 
restless heart. In its vast silences 
how trivial would sound the coni~)lain- 
ings of our harassed days!" 

I am speaking ~ i o v  to all the Frisco 
women. No two of us are  just alike. 
No two of us have the same ambitions, 
the same ideas of pleasure or of what 
is worth while. Rut I do not doubt 
me can all make onr lives count for 
more than they now do. To  those of 
11s who have always been "dreamers 
of dreauis," I would say, do 11ot give 

I 
-- . - - - - - - - 
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111) !,our dreams, I)uf. DNI .  t h a ~ n  in to  
action alld make them come true. It  
may seem ;I long hilrd road and the 
difticulties be almost insurmountable, 
hut hold on and work and hope and 
there can be but one outcome. 110 not 
be discouraged because of the circum- 
stances surrounding you. It may seem 
impossible to realize your ambitions 
in your present environment, but 
Carlyle says, "The situation that has 
not its duty, its ideal, was never yet 
0ccLIl~ied by Inan. yes, here, in this 
poor miserable, han~pered, despicable 
a c t ~ ~ a l ,  wherein thou even now stnnd- 
est. here or nowhere is they ideal: 
work it out tlkerefro~n, and  vorking 
believe, live, be free. Fool! the ideal 
is in thyself, the impediment, too, is 
ill thyself; thy condition is but the 
stuff thou a r t  to shape that  same ideal 
cut  of, what matters it whether such 
stuff be of this sort or that, so thc 
for111 thou give it  be heroic, be poetic? 
0 thou that pinest in the irnprison- 
n:ent of the actual and criest bitterly 
to the gods for a kingdom wherein to 
rule and create, know this of a truth: 
the. thins thou seeltest is already wilh- 
in Lhee, here or nowhere, couldst thou 
only see." I know whereof I speak, 
for in my own life I have proved true 
these things. 

To those women, if there be any 
in the Frisco family, whose eyes are, 
figuratively speaking, always fixed up- 
on the ground, I would say, "Look 
up!" There is always God's blue Sky 
above you, His sunshine surrounding 
you and the moon and the stars to lift  
the heart alld the mind from the sor- 
did cares of life. If yon do not care 
for books-the best books-cultivate 
a taste for them and you will be sur- 
prised a t  the unguessed pleasures life 
holds. Sometimes I get up in the 
morning and my heart fairly sinks in- 

- 

Sap111 jxi, Olild., 

Sept. 20, ' I : : .  

To the Chairman of Cenlr:ll 
Safety Committee: 

There is nothing in print per- 
taining to publlc utilities that ap- 
peals so forcibly to the employer 
and employe a s  "Safety First." 

It brings to the employer 
higher dividends on the invest- 
ment and better salaries to the 
employes also causes less hcart- 
aches in the home and happiness 
:wound our fireside. 

AlISS ALYCE RORERTSON,  

Daughter of Engr. J. F. 12obert- 
son, Red River Division. 

to my shoes when I think of the hard 
day's work ahead of me. But I take 
five minutes' t h e ,  slt down and read 
an especially fascinating chapter from 
"The Tale of Two Cities," or "Les 
AIisernbles," or a favorite poem from 
Browning or Riley. Then while my 
hands a r e  doing the tasks I so much 
dreaded, my mind is "far afield" and 
the day is  a red letter day, for it has 
been spent with the master minds of 
thz world. 

I h a r e  spoken of tne person whose 
atmosphere was a blessing to all those 
who come within its radius. There 
are also people wlio are  s ~ ~ r r o u n d e d  
by a deadly miasma. It  chokes all the 
good impulses and makes us wish to 
get a s  fa r  from them a s  possible. 
They a re  fond of repeating malicious 
gossip and shady stories and life and 
love and all the things me had thought 



THE F R I S C O - M A N  33 

so  beautiful assume a vulgar, depress- 
ing and  sordid aspect. 

W h a t  is  your atmosphere? L e t  us 
determine to make it one  of purity 
and s t rength .  Let  us ge t  a broader 
outlook and realize more  fully that,  
"No one liveth to himself," but  t ha t  
we have a power for good or  evil and 
a n  influence the bounds of which we 
cannot guess. T o  some of us the  
Safety F i r s t  idea  does not  seem of 
much importance, or  seems unreal or  
far away, and not  a vital par t  of our  
lives. But  le t  us hold i t  off and look 
a t  i t  fairly and realize that  we a r e  a 
cog in the  machinery and  tha t  only 
through the  perfect working of every 
par t  can w e  obtain a perfect whole. 
W e  can all  do  something and  by our  
thought for our  loved ones and those 
of ou r  s is ters  in this big Frisco family, 
our own lives will be sweeter  and our  
outlook broader. 

I would like to  have le t ters  froin 
the  women telling how they a r e  aid- 
ing Safety First .  Some of the  ways 
may  be  new to o ther  women, and w e  
can help each other  in this way. Do 
you talk of t he  movement in your 
home, and keep posted on the pros- 
ress w e  a r e  making? I will ende,~vor  
to tell you each month something that  
has  been done since the  las t  issue of 
' l ' lr~:  Firrsw-Hiv,  and i t  will help us 
in our efforts if we know what  some- 
one else has  done. I have given you 
this month a report  from the  Kansas  
Division, of the  committee and i t s  
work. 

Do you explain Safety Fl rs t  to your 
neighbors, who a r e  not  railroad peo- 
ple and thus  aid in educating the  
traveling public? If you h a r e  nex e r  
done so, just t ry  i t  and see  hen. many 
1 ) c r p l ~  J 011 n ill find \vho n i l l  I I C I ~  ( '1  P I I  

Itnow what you mean when you say  
Safety First .  

If you a r e  not doing anything-get 
busy, so  you will have something to 
write. 

I appreciate the  interest  already 
manifested in the  new department,  
which has  been shown by the articles 
cor tributed and the  cordial letters r e  
ceived from the  contributors. I a m  
especially glad of the  pictures, which 
add so  much to the  attractiveness of 
the  depar tment  and hope wc may 
1,ave a few every month. Our cosy 
corner is nicely launched now and I 
t rus t  every Frisco woman will rally 
to our standard-SAFETY FIRST- 
and aid in making i t  a success. 

Mrs. E. G. Newland, editor of the  
Women's Department,  who attended 
the meeting of the  Kansas  Division 
Safety Committee, a t  Neodesha, Kans., 
October 3, has  the  following to say 
regarding the  meeting: 

I wish i t  w a s  possible io r  every cm-  
ploye a n d  c r c r y  Fr i sco  woman to hc  
presen t  a t  a mcct ing  of this  kind.  I 
:tm positive i t  would a rouse  your C I I -  
thusinsm to such a n  ex ten t  t h a t  won-  
der fu l  impctus  would be given tllc 
Safety F i r s t  causc.  

The  mect ing  w a s  callcd a t  ~1c1'c.n 
o'cloclt, wi th  Supcr in tcndcnt  I3row1i. 
cha i rman,  occupying thc  chair. 

W e  l is tened to the  r r r o r d  rnadc in 
t11c r c d u c t i o ~ ~  of personal  injuries d u r -  
i n g  tllc L h r ~ e  months  ending  .\rlg'~cr;t 
31,  1913, as compared wit11 thc  VOI.-  
responding months  in 1 ! 1  12. Th is  o : ~ . .  
decidedly encouraging  a s  thc ga in  nn 
the  various divisions ranged  a l l  thc  
w a y  f rom seven to f if ty-eight  I)er writ: 
:I to ta l  decrcasc in 1)ersons ltillcd of 
th i r ty - thrcc  pcr ccnt  a n d  injrcl,crl 
th i r ty  -scvcn pcr cent .  

T h e  mer i t s  of the  dt?irctivc car  card 
were discussed a n d  plans made f o r  a 
morc thorouyh checlting system. 

.\ l l t t l c  a f t e r  Ln.elve o'clock t11c 
11ccr.tin~ \ r a s  a r l j o ~ ~ r ~ ~ c d  for  lunch. . \ I  
I I I I I I S S  I S  r 1 1 1  ' 1 ' 1 1 ~  




