
A~I(.n~l)ers of t he  Frisco S!-stcw Club 
and thc i r  families gathered a t  the  
I{oelt Spr ings  Turne r  Hall, St. 1.ouis. 
I.Vitlwg rvvning, February  6, for t he  
1~1111)'s regrrlar nlonthly meeting and 
social session. 

I'revent ion of accidents was t hi2 
topic: of the  evening's business session. 
Stc.rc.optic,on slides \vcre shon'n, illus- 
t ra t iug  how trespassc>rs a r e  Itillcd and  
injured on railroads,  and i n t ~ r e s t i n g l y  
c . o ~ n n ~ c ~ ~ ~ t c ~ l  upo~r  hy  \\'. n. S p a ~ ~ l d i n g ,  
c .ha i rn~au of t he  Central  Sal'et:: Coin- 

mitttbc. .J. \\'. Rogers, chicf v l a i~n  
agent, I he n e s t  spcv~lter, addressetl t he  
I I I P P ~ ~ I I R  up011 the  advnntagixs accrll- 
ing, not only to Frisco nlon but t h r i ~ ,  
families as well, from a s t r ic t  ndhcr- 
cAuc.r. to thc  prir~c.il)les o l  Snfclty Fi rs t .  
311.. Rogers' ta lk  elicited n ~ u c h  all- 
~ r l n ~ ~ s e .  

After the business sessiou a sulwer 
was served the m e ~ u l ~ e r s  of t h ~  vlnh 
nntl tlreir. guests a11tl a v ~ r y  cwjoya1)lc 
tinw was  had. 

T l ~ e  train \ \ a s  1)~111(yl h!. engine 1101; 
ill ~ . I I : L I , ~ I .  ol' l~:ngirlcv~~ . I .  1'. I)wgcr 
ant1 l.'ircman L~M. Slevcws. 



I a m  thc  son of a n  old-l'ashioned 
fAr111~r and  1)). t ha t  I no\v know he  was 
the kind tha t  did t~ven ty  honrs  a day 
ivork \vith h is  han(1s and feet tind 
Ilover Inow tllan t \ ~ e n t y  n ~ i n ~ ~ t e s  Iwain 
\vork. 

A sligllt dopression in the  height of 
thca \vecds indicated where the rail- 
road passed o11r farnl. 

'I'he old Inan was a firm advocatl- of 
t\vo th ings  in p a r t i c : ~ ~ l a r - r e \ ~ i ~ ~ i ~ l s  antl 
uo latch for t he  pasture gate. I sup- 
Ibose thc  first nctted hi111 consitlerablc 
s l ~ i r i t u a l  benefit and L Itnew tha t  the  
1altc.r I)rougl~ linanc~ial gain,  as our  
stock s c ~ c ~ n ~ r d  to I)e ~)ec.uliarly irt- 
t rac t rd  to tltc? pas t r~rxge in thc  n~ id f l l c  
of thc  trai2k. 

1 was a 1111slc,- kid when I had n ~ y  
lirst. rai lroad exlw~~ienc.c, and i t  was 
al)out. the  old n ~ a n ' s  front gate. T h e  
scvtion t'owman, now dead, a wi t  
\vhom everybody loved, came to  t he  
gale o11c day when 1 was puttering 
around. I le closed i t  and Icaning over 
l l ~ c  fence sa id :  

" lhy ,  I have closed th is  ga tc  six 
l i~nc~s .  Your old nlnn evidently t , l~ inks  
that  this is the pearly ga t e  through 
wl~ich  his catt le passcs into hcbaven. 

S o w  1'111 get t ing  a l i t t le t ircd of th is  
gates a j a r  effect, and the  n e s t  t imc onc 
o f  your stock i s  killed, I 'm going to 
nail  the gate  closed antl nail you to 
the gate." 

I madr  no rcply except a feeble gr in  
a ~ t d  stood watc~hing tho scvtion gang  
11111oading t i r s  a long the  r ight  of \Yay. 
0 1 1 0  of the ties  kidded out  into t l ~ c  
road. I ])ic.ketl i t  111) and tosscd it. 
1 ' l 'h~ I 'ow~nan,  \vho had (:arc- 
I'ully c.losotl the  gate,  sa id :  

"Don't so11 want a job on the  see- 
tion, son?  i'ay you a dollar a (lay." 

In those days a dollar was bigger 
Ihan anything \vhich es is ts  no\\wlays.  
I had n w e r  !lad any  money except on 
( I l l r i s t~nas  \vhc.n my father g ~ v c  endl  
o f  11s boys " cents and told as to be 
varc~l1111y and  not spcnd it w a s t e f ~ ~ l l y .  

1 \vent to \vork the  nes t  day a l t e r  
promising my father 1 ~ v o ~ i l d  givc 
11im $1.7.00 a month for my room and  
1)oartl. 

Wit11 a fence rail and other pcr- 
suasive inflr~enccts my  fa ther  had 
t a ~ ~ g l i t  nw t l ~ t  \vh(111 1 \vorked J was 
rspcc.ted to work. Par~ses .  o r  inter-  
val:; c o n s ~ ~ n ~ c t l  in convcrs:~tion, or 
~ n u c l ~  pnrrgp expended for tr ivial  rt,- 
s u l t s  anothcr  name for s!lirlting- 



\vibrc noted I)y him and  promptly 
stopl)ed. 

As resnlt, I I'ormcd a habit  of being 
~ w ~ ~ s i s t c r ~ t l y  intlustrious, and, I can 
cven a t  this la te  date state, tha t  1 
ncvcr h a w  shirked, not became of 
; I I I ~  hixh principles, but solely because 
idling to nle was much more nncoln- 
I'orta1)lc than working. 

In nlv first day's esperiencc with 
the  scction gang, 1, for the first time, 
realized that thcre were nlen w11o did 
not like to \\701,1i and tried to avoid it 
in ever way possible. 

\Vith the rest  of' the gang. 1 was put 
to unloading t irs,  and,  from In!: S ~ I I I -  

1)la viewpoint, I had entered into a 
i t o ~ ~ t ~ ~ a c t  to iinloacl all the ties I could 
possi1)le rmload from shortly af ter  
(lay break unt i l  ahout six o'cloc!lc in 
Ihc evcning and thc railroad had 
agreed to pay m e  $1.00 for th is  work. 
Therefore, t proceeded to do nothing 
vise but  l l l l l~ad  ties. 

W l ~ e n  the  Corcman told us to knock 
of( for dinner,  I was s l ~ ~ ~ p r i s e d  to find 
how quickly the t ime liad passed, but 
i t  didn't take m e  long to realize that  
for  some reason or other I was not 
popl~lar  with most of the  gang. They 
c.rowder1 off i n  a bunch under the  
shade of somc trecs and re tu~,net l  
shor t  renlics to my ra ther  tinrid cf- 
forts to become ac!quaintccl. 

Th i s  puzzled me as  I liad never nlnt 
a n y  of the nleu hefore and Itnew no 
r w s o n  why tlic!): sho~ i ld  dislike me. 
Giving the  mat ter  hut l i t t le tl~oiiglit. 
I finished I I I ~  dinncr,  closed the  pail. 
tuc.1ied i t  away in  t l ~ c  hushes and 
strolletl back to the  rars.  

The  foreman, who had heen s i t t iug  
nvar nip, cAalled me h a c k  

"Where you going?" lit? ; ~ ~ l i ~ ~ d .  
"Rack to the  cars." 1 rcplictl. 
"\Vhnt a re  you gn i~ ig  to do?" 
"ITnload ties," 

I van, even af ter  more than t l ~ i r l y  
years, still see the twinlile in the 
foreman's eyes a s  he looked a t  me and 
glanced a t  the sullen gang seated un- 
der the trecs smoking. 

"Don't you lcnow tha t  we a r e  nl- 
lo\vcd an  hour for dinner here?" he 
saitl. 

"So," I replied, "besides I am 
th roug l~  lny dinner." 

"\Vo~ild you ra ther  unload ties than 
sit in the shade?" he asked. 

This \\,as a new phase of the situn- 
I ion to me. On the  f a ~ m ,  thc m o n ~ e l ~ t  
we qui t  rating, tho next moment we 
w r e  working. As I said 1xfo1.e I had 
formed thc habit .  

"Let the  young fool go out and kill 
hinrxelf. Toin," gcllcd one ol' the gang. 

1 c~onlcl see the old fo ren~an  bristlc. 
"\\'orlc," he  retortcvl, "will never 

I ~ u r t  ).ou and T beliovc the day will 
come when this boy will fire you and 
rnaybc me." 

TTe turned away a11r1 h~clconcd me 
to follew him. T\rhen \ve had reached 
thc, c3ars 116, saitl : 

"The boys havc it in for .yo~i, son. 
'rhey a r e  not af ra id  of \\,orli, in fact. 
t l~c j -  can go to sleep beside it, but 
throe or  four  of then1 dislike to h a w  
one Inan do a s  much a s  all  oC thcm 
together. Xon-, you a re  right,  but T 
~ m ~ n o t  mix in th is  thing t'or if T do, 
T will have to officinlly recognize lllc 
fact that  they a r e  a lazy worthless 
lot, and  if I recognize that fact 1'11 
havc to fire t,heni; if I fire them, T'II 
have no s ~ c t i o n  men; if T have no 
sect io l~  men, 1'11 have no t rack;  and if 
T have no trarlc. I'll have no job, so 
take m y  hlessing and clean thc  scuts 
np." 

'l'he old foreninn then proc,eetl(d to 
show m e  how ties should be piled. 1 
\\.as working on tliis \\hen the  gang 
rctnrncd and wcre p u t  to u r~ load i~ lg  



moro ties. 01' voursn Ihc c:ngine mor~ltl 
[n111 the c:nr ul) a shol't distance and 
we wonltl throw the  ties Irom the  ci11' 
an ivc ivcnt along I I I O S ~  of  the  t ime. 

1 \\'as t,hinlting ovor what thc! I'orc- 
nlan told m(: n.11eu In? ~uvtlit,i~tions 
\\-ore brought to a n  ahrupt. s top  hy the  
insert ion ol' t he  end of a tic>, s\vnng 
with considerable force, into 111y ribs,  
\vith r t su l t ,  tha t  if 1 I~atl  not ~na t l e  a 
quick jump, I would h a w  I.)ec~l knock- 
c.11 from thc car,  and ~ x r h a p s  I~atlIy 
I1urt. 

As i t  \\,as I Iandctl on nly feet and 
looking 1111 I saw several oT the Inen 
gr inning a t  mc. Tn an  ins tant  I re- 
alized l.hat th is  had becn done intell- 
tionally and  my first. impulse? was to 
climb on to t he  ca r  and clean out  Ihc 
gang then and there. n u t  the  fore- 
man \\as, a s  al\va);s, a t  hand,  antl he  
prot!cedetl to deliver a blistering talk 
to the  man \vho had Itnoc.lted n ~ c  from 
the  car: tho length of whic:h c,vitlently 
served his  purpose-of giving mc? t ime 
to cool down. 

T always have been n slon. t l~ in l ter ,  
w11ic.h. p w l ~ a p s ,  is  oue explanation of 
why T never got very far  in railroad 
1)usiness. Tt's the men who think 
cll~ic:k, decide qniclc and act  quic.1~ tha t  
scc!ln to ge t  by, particularly in thc 
olwrating department.  Thcy make  a 
lot of hrcalis, but  a t  thc same time, 
they make a lot of hits .  Tn other  
~vords ,  thcre's n lot doing n.herc they 
a r e  and  there  is  so much s team es- 
caping t h a t  it's ha rd  for anyonc to 
see just  what  i s  being done. The  only 
impression you get is  t ha t  there's n lot 
doing and t.he persons that.% doing it 
must  bc eonsidera1,le of a man.  

Anyho\v, I thought th is  m a t h  ou t  
t11c rest  of the aft.ernoon and  dccided if 
T was to st ick with t he  g a n g  and  ea rn  
that  big dollar a day, the  only th ing  
for me to  do was  t.o wade in and lick 

onc o r  two of them that  afternoon, it' 
t lwy gavc me a chance, anti I \VRS sure  
they mor~ld. I sized then1 u p  a s  they 
worked by m r  and  saw that  most of 
them were a scrawny looking type  oC 
nlcn, but,  a s  with nwn of tha t  Itintl, 
thvy put  one o r  two h~ls l ty  ones to  
c,:u111) on my trail  ant1 the rest  of the' 
aftornoon several th ings  hapl~cnetl 
w11ic.h I now lcno\v were done I)y tllosc 
I I I C I ~ ,  a l l  of which caused me discom- 
fort. 

Finall.\; the  day came to a n  c.nd and 
thc fo rcn~an  told rrs to Itnock off. Sev- 
era l  of the mcn boarded a1 h i s  hor~so, 
onlong them two I had singled out  to 
11nw a sett lement jvitl~. 

A s  nrc! s tar ted  home, t he  old fore- 
m i ~ n  a t  tho Icad, one oT thcsc, Inen 
pushrtl the  othcr one against. me, a s  1 
have h t~nt l rcds  of t i n ~ e s  seen boys do 
in a n  ~ ITor t  to s t a r t  :I sc:rap. The  man 
who was pusllc~l t h r c ? ~  all of llis 
weight against. ma but  I hraccd my- 
sclf and drovcx I I I ~  (:lI?ow with all the  
power which I rould put  fortll-whic.11 
was c~o~~s i t l (~ ra l ) l e  then into his ribs. 
I t  took the  wind ou t  of h i ~ n  bnt 11c 
finally gathered himseIf antl s t a ~ t r d  
for me. 

Thcrt? mcrc no rules for fighting in 
t hosc! days. I t  \\.as fiah t s i m l ~ l y  and 
e ~ ~ t i r ~ l v  to I ) I I ~  the  oLhw man out, of 
b ~ ~ s i n r s s ,  kicking, bit ing and  hittill;: 
anywhere  and c:vcry\cl~c~.c was p ~ r -  
mittcd.  Therefore, I was not surpr is -  
ed to  rec.c.ive a hartl Iticlc i n  the  sh ins  
when he  closed in one Inch, nut1 I do 
no t  suppose he  was surprised-at 
lcnst f1301n the  point of i ts  lrcing pro11- 
elv--to ge t  a jolt in t he  stonla(8h tha t  
conlpletcly laid him o ~ ~ t  from me. 

As he  lay on the  ground gasping 
for wind, h is  par tner  decided to  taltr a 
hand. H e  was  a larger man  than I 
was, hut,  a s  T s ta ted ,  T was a hnsky 
young fellow, who never smoked nor 
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r l l :~~rk  and  bosidcs, unlike eithcr of thc  
Lno, 1 \\.as not n ~ a d .  I was fighting 
rr'ally to lrold my job alrtl ge l  a defi- 
n i te  understanding a s  to  ou r  fu ture  re- 
lations. 

T h e  big man, whose nume was .Jim 
Iiobinson, and  I fought, bit  and  hit 
cxch othcr  ovcr tho road until linally 
he tlrrew me down, but 1 had got 1115' 
fiugers around his t l ~ r o n t  and,  t11ou.gl1 
he  !)eat m e  unmrrcifully,  1 g r a d ~ ~ a l l y  
c.holced h im unt i l  he  had to  tear  a t  III?; 

hands for a i r .  Then, with rny free 
hand, 1 re turned some of the blows he  
had been giving me with interest. 

In  the  iucantirne his fr iend, who 
llacl been knocked out. by my blow in 
t h c  stomac.h, recovered s1rlZic.iently to 
~ I I I I  to  h is  assistance and  s tar ted  fov 
nw, but the old foreman snatc~hc~d 11im 
1)ac.k and  pr~llod nle away fro111 Robin- 
son \vho was now do\vn and out. 

I was perfectly willing to c o n t i ~ ~ r ~ c ~  
and  told the111 1 would t ake  the111 col- 
I~c*tivt?ly or individually, a s  they tle- 
s i red;  t h a t  I wanted to be f~%wds. 
but t h a t  if they proposed to c:ontinuc 
to annoy me, I pro:)os~tl  to  t l ~ r a s h  
them every  evening, a s  1 had donr  
I his. \\'ith t ha t  I picked 111) m y  b~ lck -  
c,t and innclc across the  fie-Ids to 111y 
l > o ~ l ~ c .  leaving a gr inhing fo ron~an  

a11t1 two vary n1uc.11 battered up scc- 
tion m c ~  

l ' l~us ly  ~ n d e d  my first day of rail- 
road experience. 

It Wasn't the Railway 
Charges that Time 

111 a n  address !)c'fo~! 'rhc Chi- 
cago 'I'I au ic (:111b, Jucigcl 1'1 outy o: 
t h r  Interstalc Conrn~cl'c~e Comn~is-  
sion rclatcvi the  following csperi-  
ence: 

1 11;111 occasio~r t h e  other day to 
s e u i  a coul)le of barrels of potatoens 
lrom nry 11olne ul) in V C ~ I U O I I ~ ,  
\ \hero ;vc raise lmtatoes fit to ea t ,  
d o \ v ~ ~  LO \\:ashington, whcrc you 
c;l11not buy l~otiltoes A t  Lo eat .  'l'llc~ 
r r ? i l~  oa:l colnpany c l~a rged  lne $1.4.5 
for c,;lrrying t l~osc  b:lrrcls of gola- 
toes, almut s ix  l ~ u n d r c d  n~ i l e s ,  and  
the t r u c k ~ n a n ,  who c:~rric:cl t l ~ o ~ n  
the  inilc and a half fro111 the  sta- 
tion to 111y house, charged me a 
dollar. [I' the transyort:iLion 
vhargt-s cnter  into thc  high cos( of 
living, we want to look, I think,  
so111en11we else ra ther  t han  to t he  
transl)ortation chargc>s of ou r  rail- 
rmtis.  
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