
An A~nr r i can  sh ip  lap  in a n  English 
port  and lhv sailors \vrrc enter ta in ing 
n fe\v English scwnen. 

S h o r t l ~  a s l ~ i r i t  of r ivalry arose. 
'L'he sailors tried to outtlo one another  
in a th l r t ic  tricks. 

An L~Cnglishman csliml~cd to t l ~ e  very 
top of tlic ~nninnins t  anrl tllert? stood 
on 11is head. 

"Try jingo, no Englinhman I m t s  
I I I ~ !  " one of the Anlcric.an sailors 
shoutcd.  

I I ( ,  scarnl~erecl u p  the  r0pc.s rnonkvy. 
l ike nntl, reaching the top, prq)arcd to 
duplicate t he  Englishman's feat. TIP 
put his head clam and  gave n ~ m s h  
with h is  feet, and  fell heels over head. 

His hnrli s t r l ~ r l i  t he  first. rope. h is  
Iegs t he  n r s t ,  h i s  neck the  nc,st, and 
so on, somcl-sault a f t e r  son~r r sa l~ l t . ,  
finally landing with r a r e  gooti fortune 
scluarcly on his fect 011 the deck. 

"Do that ,  you son-of-a-gun!" hv 
shoutcd w h c ) ~  he got I ~ i s  I)rc>atll. "Do 
that!"-Ynni~.  



(!l;tss So.  mot' thv Xpprc'ntic c .  

Sck~ool  a t  Springtic~ld, .\lo., c.omposc:l 
of I)oil(*rnlalcer, blac.ksmit11 and ti1111(t1, 
upl)rentices, is sho\vr~ in the above re- 
lrrotluc~tion. 

'rlresc npprentiees gather  in thv 
cslass rooln every .\Ionday n ~ o r n i n g  at  
7:::O o'c.lock for t\vo h o ~ r s  s tudy and 
;I c.or~rsc! of instruction fittcltl for tllcir 
va r io l~s  oc:cr~pations. Uoilc~malu!rs and 
t i n ~ ~ e r s  are il~st.ruc~tetl rcgnrding the 
I:~yont of platcs and pn t t e r l~s  ~)o(:uliilr 
to thei r  rcspecativc trades. ant1 black- 
smil 11s nro c,oac.hcd i n  tl~.awing, figllr- 
ing, forging, and othcr 1)ranchcs of' LIIP 

c.l~t~nicaal t ra in ing ~ ~ c w s s : ~ r y  1'01 that 
line of \\-ark. 

Seatcd a t  the desk, first row, rc'atl- 
i ug  from left  to rizht a r c :  Lco Kin- 
Ic!-, Imilermalic'r; I!r~hsrt Gilniore, 



¶ A good job soon divorces a bad man. 

ql The indispensable man never knows it. 

ql Uneasy lies the head that wears a frown. 

¶ TO the energetic man killing time is suicide. 

ql The best form of selfishness is to help others. 

ql Never be Coroner a t  a lost opportunity inquest. 

qj Speed is a good fellow, but Get There is a man. 

¶ A record is the only thing improved by breaking. 

qi Work is the only capital that never misses dividends. 

¶ Remember that a horse has horse sense not a jackass. 

¶ Some men generate steam but the majority work on hot air. 

¶ The man who works to get higher is the man worthy of his 
hire. 

ql Don't be impatient with the slow thinker, perhaps you are  
a bad explainer. 

¶ Some men never climb the ladder of success because they 
wait for the elevator. 

¶ Being afraid of your job and respecting your job, is the dif- 
ference between inefficiency and efficiency. 

¶ The man who does things makes many mistakes, but he 
never makes the biggest mistake of all-doing nothing. 



I began railroad- 
ing with a sc.rall and 
i t  has befm consicler- 
able of a swap  ever 
since a n d  \\ill I)e 
until I arn sent to 
the wrap  heap. 

There a re  three 
kinds of fights-fist, 
c.onversatio~l a. 11 d 
letter writing. All 
a r e  l~atl, but t l ~ c  last  is worse and 
~ ~ o v c r  has had nor ever will havc a n y  
rules. It plays a leading part. in thv 
tlcvil-take-tlre-hind~nost. scrap w l ~ i c l ~  is 
on today, \\!as 011 yesterday and 1 am 
e s l w c t i ~ ~ g  tomorrow. 

You are fighting those above you to 
prove that  go11 a re  the lnan for th r  
jol) a n d  thoso I)rlo\v you are fighling 

1 to get your jol). Those higher u1) havc 
( h e  same sort of scrap on their hands 
only nrore so. The pressure below is 

i g13eater and the backing above is t l ~ i n -  
~ ~ e r ,  so they are  more liable to 1w 
~)ushed out than those lower do\vn. 

This is a s  i t  should be and if i t  
\\asnlt for this constant figl~tinz 
above, below and on all sides, we 
would he railroading a s  we did thirty 
pcnrs ago-which God forbid. 

A few da-vs after I started to work, 
1 got a quiet tip from the old foreman 
that i t  \\.as best for everybody that I 
sho~lld get along with the gang; that 



thc  "King" oL Russia "to discuver tile torics thal I would ofl'cr but little re- 
noble n a r t  01' luilroadj~l' jn this coun-  s i s t a ~ i r c  To liis s ~ ~ r p . i s c .  I \vent aft,er 
t , ~ y  and  to ~xypor t . "  

1 s \w l lunwl  i t  hook, line and s i n k  
cr ,  antl, t hong l~  the  "Russian" told mc 
his name was--\vc will s a y  Uarncy 
IWuiegan-and liis brogue was a s  
thick a s  pea soup, i t  never occurred 
to me to question liis story. I-Iowever, 
his ronlalice did not ii1ll)ress me as 
~ n w h  a s  you would suppose, because 
my knowledge of t he  "King" of Itus- 
sia was decidedly vague, perhaps a s  
vague as tha t  of Fiunegan's.  

Tha t  evening al ter  suppcr the  Irisll- 
lilali being full-goigetl ant1 bell-tongued 
rang out a few c h i ~ n e s  i n  llraise o l  
Finnegan. \\:liile, of counsse, he es-  
c:cll(:d in everything, h is  real  grcat-  
ness \ V i l S  ill \vrcstling. 110 could tilro\v 
anything f r o ~ u  ;I quas t  to a hand car. 
I have seen l ~ i ~ i i  toss Inany a quart ,  
but f i ~ ~ a l l y  thc  quas t  t h r e ~ v  Finnegan. 

Th i r ty  years ago the  glib l ia r  got hy 
n~uc-h easier t han  h e  does no\vadays. 
Onr nlc+ans of hear ing th ings  \rere 
I I I I I ( , ~  marc liniited and  ou r  avenues 
of i ~ ~ f o r ~ i ~ a t i o n  did not  extend very 
Ins. Ilc said he  was a g rea t  wrestler, 
arid I I C  n ~ u s t  be. Alter n~ue l i  urging 
scvcral of us tr ied a fall wit,h hi111 antl 
\veru easy victims. Talk-not skill- 
1 hrcw us. 

To licel) o u r  confidence a t  lo\v ebb, 
h r n e y  felt i t  necessary to adminis ter  
tho so~ lgh  ant1 tu~n l ) l ? ,  ~ v i t h  i t s  blllllJ) 
a ~ ~ d  sod finish, a t  rvery opl)ort~unity. 

Aft,er several of these t rea tments  I 
I)cgan to gct  I I I ~  back 111) and dccjtletl 
t h a t  the  ncs t  t ime th is  Niagara. of 
Palls, u a d e  one cf his attaclcs on me, 
I \vo~ild see if I could not make a bet- 
tor showing. 

hly chance came when \vc Yere 
1;nockillg off work one day not long 
after. lV\'e mere walking close to t h e  
etlge of i1 creek, \vhcn 11e gl'al>l)C(l Ill('. 

exl)e(*ting a s  rcsult  ol' liis lually vie- 

11in1 ivitli every O U I I ~ Y ~  U S  s t~vng t l r  I 
could niristc,r aud i r ~  the struggle \\,I, 
rolled over t he  cml)anl<mcnt and down 
to t he  cdge of the  c.reelr, but I man- 
aged to collie ou t  on top. Holding him 
do\vn I grabbecl a 11unc~;Ii ol* s n ~ a r t  
\wed antl su1)bctl i t  a s  lrnrtl a s  I co~iltl 
into his Ptcc and eyf>s. At  first lie 
In~ighcd, thcn 11t. yelled, nntl then he 
heggctl to  get  loose, b i ~ t  1 kept i t  up  
unti l  my s l~pp ly  of (.he! snlart  \vtwl 
\vas 11set1 1i1) antl his f a w  loolied like 
a tlangcr signal on a (lark night. 

\\:hen 1 fiually let him 111) lip \ \ a s  
mad, I~u l  his c ~ o n f i d e ~ ~ r c ~  was too I~atlly 
r11alcc.n for him to s tar t  at  nlc a g a i l ~ .  
'I'lic o ther  mcn sc!e~nc?d to rcvmgniacb 
t h a t  h r  had wcakcncd -o r  a s  \w 
\\onltl s ay  no\v, h is  b111ff had bee11 call- 
( ? ~ I - - R I I ~  \vithili n short. limo all  thsrw 
I I ~ I I I - R I I ~ ~  the King. \\.:IS tlcad. 

There! was n o t l ~ i ~ ~ g  thcl ~ n a t t c r  \vitli 
this I r i shmau;  ho n-as a s  s t rong a s  
i'\-vr and a s  good a n-resller. 1)11t 1 hat1 
s l~a l i en  h is  sclf-c8onfidmce and  h e  was 
not  the  kind of man to prlt up a hart1 
struggle I I I I I I ~  lip was a l ~ i ~ o s t  c:crtaiu 
he  \vould \\.in. 

T l ~ i s  e s l~ lx ins  \vl~y men, who a s  f a r  
a s  you r a n  tell. ~ v i t h  every qmlifica- 
tion of success have not succwded- 
they cannot fight a s  hard in a losing 
game a s  they r a n  in a n i n u i n g  garnn. 

1 fecl t ha t  T s h o ~ ~ l r l  ad11 in fh is  con- 
nection, though, tha t  t l ~ c  name of the  
Trishnlan of n h o m  T have been writ- 
ing  is  not Barney Finnc>gan; tha l  
event~:ally in more w ~ y s  than o w  hc  
took a tumble to  himself, braced up,  
and now holds a good job wit11 the 
Frisco-never mind where. 

1 defy any man with red hlood in 
his w i n s  and  any  spiri t  a t  all, to work 
for a railroad and not  hecome its  loyal 
ilelcndcr. I was nothing I ~ u t  a section 
ial nrer. b u t  il was not 111;111y \vCelis 




