
t)c!l'c r e  the  old Frisco beranie son\::- 
;hil)x more  to  I I I ~  t han  n pay c11rc:c. 

T I ~ ~ r e f o ~ q  \ \ ~ I I ( ~ u  m y  Patllcr, \vllo lilic 
n l m y  of h i s  kind,  lznc\v nothing of 
l'ilill.0~d w r v  ice and judged i t  ac,cord- 
ingly, ~)roceedetl  on(. evening to de- 
nounce the  IWsco in unn~easnre t l  
terms, 1 clocitlcd COY the sakn of pPacpe, 
I 11nd Ijclt,tcr m o w  ant1 ar ranged the  
u c s t  clay to hoard a t  the section honse. 

I of'tc?n \vish I conltl tind Cood tha t  
h i t  t he  spot  l ike tha t  which the  fore- 
~ni ln ' s  \\'ire 1)11t in ~ n y  dinner  I~uc.l<~t,, 
1)ut calontln~. addit ions ant1 d m t a l  S I I I I -  
s trnctions spoil apl~ct i tes .  Ful l  ton- 
nilfi'c for the  d inner  pail was hcr  ~ u o t -  
l o .  Ilrearl, mcat, dried n l~plc  pie and 
cnofl'c~ was i ts  cargo. T h c  f o r e ~ n a n  211- 
ivays I t r l~ t  a qnartc'r o f  I ) w f  in R t l ~ ~ f i -  
o ~ ~ t  c.clllar. I le  carved \\it11 a hatc.11c.t. 
:u~tl ,  thor~gh h e  \\.as neither a s c ~ ~ l p t o r  
nor a I)utcher, ho was a l i l ~ w n l  11ro- 
vitlw. 

( k t  111) a t  day break and lift, p ~ l l  
;inti ha111 things ten t imes y o ~ ~ r  wc~ight 
I'or four o r  tivo honrs  and see il' th is  
bill of fare  ain't 1)11lly 1';lrr.. 

l in l i l  you get what might be tctrn~ctl 
:I bird's-eye view of things,  ttrc! big- 
f i ~ s t  man is the  man tha t  can tirc you. 
Therel'ore, the  most i ~ n p o r t a n t  man,  
in fac t  the  greatest  Inan in  m y  world, 
was the  old loreman. I could relate 
a t ,ho~~sancl  th ings  h e  snid that. \vcrc! 
wise a n d  witty, and  o l  a l l  t he  men J 
havc ever Iino\vn, nolle cvcr had a s  
\\.arm n spot  in my hear t  a s  tha t  old 
forc,n~an, not  long since passed a\vay. 

Onc of tho Iwst t ra i t s  w11ic.h hc  110s- 
sc!ssctl \\.as t he  rclluc(anc*e which he  
a lways  displayed in cri t icising offi- 
cials. 'his good clnali(y is not com- 
mon even now, and,  section gang  and  
switch shan ty  verdicts. I a m  ashamed 
lo  say,  have causccl rile to be p r e j ~ t -  
diced for nlany ycars agains t  mfln 
\\,horn 1 had never seen anll, who, 

\vhcn I finally lcncn them, proved to 
lw not only r,apal)l(!, but tinc I'cllows. 

011 111(! o1.hc.r I~nutl ,  tllose w l ~ o  Ilail 
lic:e~~ Inutlnd 1.0 t he  skies, turned on t  
I ac'cluainlancc, woelul dissp- 
~ ,o in tmeuts .  I!ut 1 all1 ra~ubling- 

Not many  \vecks af tvr  1 s tar ted  to 
\vork and whil(> \vo \\-C>I'P a t  dinner,  n 
man  strollcti ul) 1 1 1 ~  t l ~c . l i  w h o ~ n  I had 
ncver s w n  twfore. The  old forcmnn 
\\.c!nt do\vn to Inwt  him. 

"\\'he's that?" J asltcd one ol' the  
IlIPll. 

"Tha1,'s thc  roadmaster," he rcl)licd. 
"\\'he's the  roathnast.er?" I inquircd. 
"l'he ~oaclmastcr," h e  esl)lained, "is 

thc fc>llo\v \vho tells the sec,tion fore- 
n?an whcrc to  hcad in." 

111i111ctlintt~ly nly iclca as to ~ I I ?  i ~ n -  
11or1anc.c. of tho foreman underwent. a 
change. 1Ic was a s  wide a s  the  track, 
11ut this I I ~ W  nmn fillc~l the ~ n t , i r c  
rip,l11 o f  way. 

It was  a t  th is  t i m ~  thc  old foreman 
sxid somc,thing I havc nc'vcr forgot- 
Irn. 

T h c  roadn~as t e r  \\.as telling him 
a11o11t a ne\v " s ~ ~ p c r "  who \vas going to 
n ~ a k e  th ings  hum,  a n d  he wound ul) 

by saying, "and T licwr he's so~nc\vhat,  
of a ~~e f ' o l .~n r r  too." 

''\\:hat sor t  of reformer is  he?" 
a~ltccl  t he  fo re~uan .  

"I don't Itnow what yo11 mean," rc- 
plied the  r o a d ~ n a s t w .  

"\\'ell," said t hc~  Sorr~nan gazing 
tlo\vn the track,  "tho \vortl rcfor~nc'r 
a l \ w y s  n~a l t e s  lne th ink o l  t he  \vorcl 
E ~ r ~ n n ( l a - - i t  s ~ ~ g g e s t s  e i t hc~ '  an onion 
or a lily." 

"You Itno\v," he  continued, "that  
the higfi'est ficltl in t l ~ c  \vorld for the 
r i gh t  kind of r c fo r~ne r  is  ill railroatl- 
in', and,  if this new 's~rpc'r' will show 
us  hon: he  \\.ants things done, en- 
P . O I I ~ H ~ O  u s  to  make  s ~ ~ g g e s t i o n s ,  leave 
th? cuss ou t  or discr~ssion and malie 
c~ , i t i c , i s~ns  sound lilw h~ lp l ' u l  advice; 
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if hc  don't forget t h a t  we're h u n ~ a n ,  
and  will gc t  down to ballast with u s  
a s  I ~ I I  to man, thcy tiin't a liviu' soul 
on  the ~ , a i l~ ,oa t l ,  fro111 \vatcr boy to 
~)rcsidcn--and you k n o ~  IIIOSI. \ w t c r  
boys have a tlwough t icket for the  
~ m s i d e n t ' s  job-that wouldn't g r a b  
his l i t t le horn. jump into t h e  wagon, 
and \vhool)'c~r 111) for hi111. 

"l'o c a k h  on to t,his railrot111 \vorlc 
is  liiio ge t t ing  tho ~ucas l c s ;  yo11 11avrr 
go t  to rub  agains t  i t ;  and,  a s  for t he  
mcn, Lo understand them, you've g o t  
t,o I i ~ ~ o w  t h a n ,  work with  then^, ;inr: 
c'llcwuragc the111. 

"Standin'  here now, ill tho mitltllv 
of n1.v track,  r n o n a ~ ~ c h  of all 1 sur\'oy 
- a \ - i n '  your 1)resonc:e-l know that 
I can tell any  director or offiver of I I I P  
Prisco liailroac1 somethin'  ahout 111y 
socstio~~ that  he  clo11'1 l tnon.  I l f S  s l ~ c -  
c : c w  tlc:l)c~~tls almost cntirtlly npon t l ~ f '  
\\-a). ill ivhic11 11e gots i~ i t ' o~ ,~~x i l , i on  
from mc,. 0 1  co~u'so, so~;~c, of us  t a n  
t i~ l l i  l ike a nuart. on Sa tu rdap  night 
:rnd I(vtd to 1101 hin' but conl'usion. l111t 
Ihc: r ~ ~ a j o r i t y  of us a r r  1)retty l i ~ ~ n  1~1-  
lo\vs and if this 1-efor111c1r will go o ~ ~ t  
:11no11gst u s  antl teavh us ho\v and 
w11y to do I~cttc~~-n-~: ' l l  go  to it." 

TIIC roatlmastc.r laughed, and,  a s  IIC. 
s t a r t t d  on h i s  way to t he  nes t  section 
-this \\.as hefore iIle (lay of 1)uttcr 
Ilic's a11t1 sec t io l~  1nc.n f r c q ~ ~ c n t l y  ~ n c l  
th.: roatl~nast,er ~)c'rsonally instead ol' 
viewing hint f r o ~ n  thv rear  end of n 
trai~l-he sa id :  

".John, your ideas on reformers a r e  
0. I(. T h e  t11i11s ror 11s to do i s  givc 
the LIP\\. Inan a c:l~anre to 1)rovc ~vhcll l-  
r r  I I P  is  an  onion o r  a lily." 

In tho two ~ n o n t h s  of rny work \\-it11 
the  section gang. T \\-as tha  first  on 
ou r  division, and  I I)alicve t h c  first 
on the Frisc.n- - l111t of r o ~ ~ r s a  Bob 1101- 
land will d c ~ ~ y  this--to i n t r o d u t . ~  the 
11sc of what we call shims-\vl~:lt ivas 
t h r n  c~nllcrl "chunlts." 

I t  was  w l~ i l e  we were working uear  
Cherryvale, on tlic l iue \vhicll ended 
a t  tha t  t ime 21t Ilalslc:atl, t h a t  zero 
weather had c:o~~vc~rletl the g r o ~ ~ n r l  in- 
to cast  iron. 

Drainage  and c!ilching were not t hc  
fine a r t s  ( I ~ e n  they a r c  I I ~ W  and  the  
suddan cold snail hat1 marcelled the  
track.  T h e  I'oreman cussed ill help- 
Icss 1)crylvsity. Xothing I ( %  t l n n  
t lynan~i te  c~oulcl obtain even a spade- 
ful of ear th  to rcxsurl':~c.e and all hc 
c.or1lt1 do \\-as to issne slow orders  and 
I~opt: for a thaw. 

\\:bile we w e ~ r ~  tliscussing the  con- 
tlilion, I ~~o t i c t ' t l  some b I t~c ! i~  of oak 
i v l ~ i c ~ l ~  looltrtl to In(, a s  iY they hat1 
11ec.n san'cd I'ro~n t l ~ e  c ~ ~ t l s  ol' t i c s  
These s u g g ~ s l ( ~ l  a plan 1vhic.h 1 1)11t 
u p  to the  oltl forcs~nan solnetl~ing- like 
th is :  

"\YI:ern the t~,at,lc has  sunk,  let's 
d l ~ i \ v  t h o  spiltc,s in ;I fc\v ol' the  ties 
at. tht? l o w s 1  par t ,  pry 1111 the  mi l ,  
antl I~c-t\vet~n thn rail  and the  tic% 1)ut. 
somv ol' I hese 'c:hr~nlrs.' " 

Tile oItl 1orc~ni:~n looked a t  111~ ant1 
then a t  t11(' cl~unlis-tl1c.11 I I V  sa id :  

"llov, I believe that 's  a darn good 
itlc>a-lve'll t ry  it," and tr j-  i t  w c  tlitl. 

Several  days  lator the  road~nas t e r  
appvarctl-as roadmasters  than seem- 
vtl to tlo from nowhere-and again the  
oltl forc.n~an t a ~ ~ g l ~ t ,  me :I lesson. 

Tile ~ , c a t l ~ n a s t e r  ~loticc'd t l ~ e s c  hlocks 
of \\not1 under the  rail  and aslcotl the 
I'ort?man wha t  h e  was  doing. T was 
working soma distnncc away a n d  (lid 
not  I<IIO\V what. they were ta lk ing 
almut,. Tt \ v o ~ ~ l d  ha\lc heen easy for 
the  ole1 rorcrnnn to s\\;c~ll 1111 and tvll 
ho\v he  t h o ~ ~ g h t .  out t l ~ i s  idea. but 1 1 ~  
KRS not  t h a t  k ind of a man.  T-Tc yell- 
ad for  mc  to  come o\-vr and wl1c11 T 

,joined then1 he  sa id :  
"This is  the  1)oy ( h a t  t l ~ o u g l ~ t  out 

t ha t  s c h ~ n ~ c \ ,  and I )~c !n~~sc~  11e rlitl we 



crcdlt  to the ci ty of Xeml~his.  I I o n ~ c  Journa l .  



'I'hc 1111otogrxph al)ovcx rchl~rotlr~ced, 1)loy of t h e  colllpan); L'or t l ~ e  :ust I l i i ~ c ~  

sllo\\,illg tbvo \ ~ ~ ~ t ~ : ~ ~ ~  ~ i ~ l ~ . ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l  yclal's. S i t t ing  on the c~l t l  o f  cnr, ill 

lllaccs on Ilotli sidcs and near  ~)iecc.s 
forgcd s7 illches, a f tor  wl1ic.11 I hclr 
. - --- -- q v  - - = .  

Iklore. 

\-\ere lnachinetl on olle side and slottctl 
to fit in placr,. T l ~ c  sizos given a r e  
inch wider a n d  I/, inch higher t han  

- -  - - - - - - - - - --  -- - 

tlisc:;+rtlcd picws. All l~o lc s  \vcrc' drill- 
cd bcforc making \\.cltls and no Ina- 
chine work was rcvluirctl a f ter  r sccpt  
lit1 ing binders. 

I t  wi1l ha noted from the  rel]roduce- 
tions that. thc front s cc t io~ i s  \vcrc' 
al ike and also t h o  \veld OII  top of 
Imclr pedestal jaw. 

.\l'ter. 

W I ( ~  tc~n \\-elds inc111cIing rngines 
1299,  1288 ::and i Y S ,  were nlado in ten 
(In!-8-onc 0~(.11 clay : : I I I ~  a v r ~ x g i ~ ~ g  a 
l i t t lc ovclr n ine  honrs  rach fm tho 
1 and 1 1 r  1 ;tvc,l'agc 
av r r agc  amount  of I l ~ e r r ~ ~ i t  usctl \\,as 
eighty pounds. 



AIucl~ good is 11ci11g de r i \w l  1.r01n Ihc 
maetings \vliic,h Roadmaster J .  1". 
I , a ~ i ~ b c r t  has  been having from tillit? 
to  t ime wit11 the  section foreman of 
his distr ict .  The  sc ' s s io~~s  a r e  held ill 
.\Ir. I , a ~ ~ ~ l ~ c r t ' s  ol'fice a t  cwta iu  speci- 
lietl periods for the  purpose of al't'ord- 
i ~ l g  (he  nlcn oplmrtunity to lllakc sug- 
gcxstions a n d  cschangc itlcas on travli 
n ia in tc~lance  a n d  r o ~ ~ d i t i o n s .  

Thcl above ])i( , turc \\;as talic 11 a t  thc' 

last  meeting and  sl~o\\ 's  r c a d i ~ ~ g  from 
r ight  to left, to]) ro\v: d .  F. I ,an~hert ,  
roadmaster ; T. W. Nccly, Charles 
Keith, \\I. J .  Phillips, section forc,men; 
\\I. F. Cogeland, roatlmastc5~~'s c lcrk;  
.T. l?. illiller, J. 0. Ur~l~lilow and 'I. 
I k h r ,  section forcn~en.  

Second ro\v: Section foren~en,  A .  A. 
l l i l ler ,  1). b'. \L7intcrs, J .  I.. Virgin, E. 
A. 13arnc>tt, 0. R. I)avis, and 1,. 11. 
I'ritchett. 

Steel CLIP Gunp. I<anaas  ( ' i t , , ,  .\lo. 




