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“Uncle John”

John W. Heusfon, in charge of the
pumping station at Steelville, Mo.,
who celebrated his seventieth birth-
day April 5, 1914, has a record of
forty-one years continuous service to
his credit and is probably the oldest
cmploye in point of service now in the
ciploy of the Frisco.

“Uncle John” as Mr. lHouston is fa-
niiliarly known among his associates,
really entered the service of the old
Atlantic and Pacific Railroad in 1869,

in the bridge and building depart-
ment, but, becausce of work on the
Gasconade bridge being suspended

four mionths later, he was obliged to
seek employnient in other fields,

On September 4, 1872, Mr. Houston

re-entered the service on the Salem
Branch, in the bridge and building
and car departments under Foreman
Lively., In 1880, he was promoted to
foreman which position he held until

June, 1896, when the round house was

moved from Sankey, Mo, From 1896
to 1904, Mr. Houston was employed on
the main line of the Frisco as car-
penter in the bridge and building de-
partment, after which he was assigu-
ed to the car department at Salem,
Mo. He remained at Salem until
1906, when he was assigned the pump-
ing station at Steelville, Mo., which
position he continues to fill,

Chester Rogers
That li{tle Chester Rogers has rail-
roading right in him is very cvident
evenn at the early age of three years,
for he spends his hours of play build-

railroad tracks and
inventing trains to run upon them.

ing bridges and

Chester is the son of Isaac A. Rog-
ers a car repairer, North Yard, Kan-
sas City, Mo,
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The many contributions which The Frisco-Man receives is ample
evidence of the interest taken in Safety I7irst,

Safety Flst s essentially practical and of {aet.

Lt lends Hself {o

aluost every mcident of every day life, and it 15 therefore unnecessary
1o step back into the realus of history or ascend into the regions of faney

for an articie upon it,

In faet, the best time, place and period fo sfage an article upon
Satety st is 1914 and anywhere on fhe Ifrisco.

B. I.. Young., Agent, Northerin Divisou.,

Safety First! After a careful search,
I find the meaning of thesc two words
have been respected for ages, and be-
licve T am safe in saying that there
arce but few who have reached the age
of accountability, who have not heard
of the Good Shepherd’s saving of the
Nincty and Nine safely sheltered in
the fold, *but one was lost and gonc
astray.” This is the teaching of the
Bible, but how graciously it applics to
our Safety Ifirst of modern times;
now that this Book is the Gift of God
upon which the laws of na-
tions are founded, we cannot over-
cstimate its teachings in connection
with our work.

Not only is it for your Committec
to act as the “Good Shepherd,” hut we
must have the united effort of every
emplove on the Grand Old Frisco,
from the humblest laborer to the high-
est official; then, the showing will
reach the highest possible point in
prevention of personal injurics. It is
my hone and desire that the Trisco
Lines will lead the world in reducing
injuries to its employcs and the trav-
eling public; by so doing we atfract
the eves of comnierce and the travel-
ing public to our road, which mceans
more business, likewise more employ-
ment for safe men and women.

I believe the day is close when the

fo man,

Iirst
will

man this Safety
movement will he the who

be looking for employment; his rellow

who ignores

man

workers will shun him on this ac-
count and report it to his superiors

for final action, which, no doubt will
be dismisgal; he then apply  to
other firms or corporations and meet
the same fate, as Safety IPirst has been
there also and they cannot
individnal.

will

installed
use such an

This kind of a character in scarch
of emplovment may be compared to
some kind of a criminal; he is not a
man, with whom his employer or co-
associate, beeause of
his vecklessness,  TTe may not divest
vour of moncy or personal offcets, hut
his carclessness may rob you of a
hand, foot or an cye, or worsc still,
your life— vour family of a father or
brother and vour comnuunity of a good
citizen; therclore, T say again, that if
a man does not adoot the principals
of Safety first, lie will be a back num-

worker wish to

ber,

The station man asks how he
aid Safety First---This can he workeid
ont bhest at the various stations, as the
agent is better acquainted with con-
ditions at his own station—conditions
that would vossibly cause some acci-
dent or injury; have them corrected,
and if not in position to do this, refer
it to vyour Committee, Watch your

can
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obstructions, sec
that no boards with nails are perinit-
ted to lic around, your truck in place,
blocked, and tonguce hooked up, stock

A

station

chute gates locked, your office and
freight house locked; and see that the
nerchandise car is propery protected,
if not in person, by lock or seal.

The public will appreciate this move
oun yvour part, and the management
will heartily approve of it.

FFiguratively speaking, Safely First
nicans an increase to our pay checks,
as injury and death means great ex-
pense and often suffering. DBy
adopting these principles, we hope to
climinate this and bring happiness to
many liomes,

long

Roscnbalm, General Forcwian
B. & B., Eastera Division,

JooR.

[t is becoming more and more man-
ifest, as tine goes on, o those having
charge of which controls
the industry of the world, that in this
age of invention, machinery and make
time, the move for safety iz the sub-
ject tor real study and desire. The
Bible tells ns “That the desire of all
nations sghall conwe,” so we should
take courage to press the matter of
Safety Iirst, and make it a matter of
Safety Tirst, as the word implies, and
not a matter of “Safety Last.”

Wlhen we think of the great disas-
ters that occur, and the loss of life
and the great suffering to humanity,
beeanse  of  carclessnes, hecause  of
thoughtlessness, because of sonicone's
failure to do his duty, it should stir
us fo greater zeal

There is retribution in all things
and sometinies—Yes 1 will sayv, off
times, the innocent must suffer along

machincry

(T

with the thoughtless or guilty. That
such a ¢ondition of things will con-
tinune forever, is not possible. Even
the operation of the natural law of

cause and cffect would eventually
bring retribution.
We understand that order is God’s

first law, and when we look upon the
millions of planets working through
space in such harmony and beauty,
with never a failure—always on time,
we begin to see the need of this same
principle being installed in every
man’s mind, from the one who con-
trols by the mind down to the hand
that holds the throttle and the man
who spikes the rail.

Order brings harmony, while con-
fnsion Dbrings death and disaster.

Obedicnce is a safe guard, while dis-

obedicnce and sclfishness is the sure
road to miuch trouble. Through self-

ishness and disloyalty wicked Cain
slew his brother, and then said, “Am
[ miv brother's keeper?”’ What T would
like to impress on every man’s mind
is, that he is liis brotlier's keeper, and
that ic who saves a life, is a hero, in-
deed:; that he who saves another’s
foot, armi, or finger, is no less a hero,
because these are things which man
cannof replace.

It is needless to present statistics
to show the results obtained by the
Safety  First movement since this
niovement was inangurated—this has
been shown tine and again, and T will
not dwell on the subject, further than
to state, that it is not only the visible
defects, cote.,, which we should all
strive to reniove, but those defects,
cte,, whicell to some are not visible.

1t is, T Dbelieve, an established fact,
that with virtnally all of us, Safety
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First is second nature—if we are trav-

ersing a thoroughtfare, crossing rail-
road tracks, ete.,, do we not, almost

without thought, look to see if a dan-
ger is approaching? It is this thought
or second nature, which we must cul-
tivate, agitate, argue with our fellow
workmen, until we have indelibly
placed it not only in the minds of our
fellow workmen, but in the minds of
the multitude wlho reside along our
right of way, our neighbors. TIf we
continue in well doing, serving those
with whom we come in contact, laying
down our lives, in other words, doing
with our might what our hands find
to do for the comfort and protection
of others, we can, at least have a
happy and free conscience, as the days
go bhy.

I am glad fo look into the happy
faces of the Frisco employes, as T go
up and down the line, looking after
the work allotted to me—I am sure [
can trust them to use every precal-
tion for the safety of those, who pass
their way.

James FKEib, Roadmaster, FEastern
Division.
Selt preservation, or Safety First

is the first law of nature. [t was for
this principal our fore-fathers handed
themselves together, and for
they fought so manfully during the
carly days of civilization in America.
The same care was taken by the early
settlers of the fair land which we to-

which

day cnjoy, comparatively free from
the dangers which beset them on

every hand. Theirs were dangcers, in-
cident to the time and place, but we
today are confronted with another
form of danger, the danger of civiliza-

0 A

tion, and it is against this danger wce
are battling—Dhaltling not alone for
our own safety, but for the safety of
our fellow man, and those who are de-
pendent upon us for protection and
safety.

When we stop to think of the bale-
ful resulfs which may and often do
follow the taking away of a father,
protector of our hovs and girls, our
hearts stand still and our Dblood
cold; the great responsibility presses
heavily upon us and we are appalled
at the mighty task which confronts
us and are want to say “I can do noth-

runs

ing.”  DBut another thought comes, J
can help, and the burden scems to

lighten, our minds clear, and we are
ready to do our share in this great
organization, have formed
for the protection of ourseclves, our
kindred, and our fellow man and if
we would have it accomplish the vre-
sults, for which it was formed, then
we must, each one of us, stand shoul-
der to shoulder and help.

which we

labors
road

We should mnot confine our
for Safety IFirst to the line of
for which we work, nor to any one
thing. The principle is world wide
and should bhe hroadencd ouf and the
gencral public taken into our confi-
dence, They stand in as much, if not
more need of education along this line
than do the employves of our road and
to this end, I would recommend the
holding of great mass mcetings in all
of the larger cities, and publie mect-
ings in all towns, under the direction
of men capable of presenting the mat-
ter to the people in a manner which
would leave lasting impressions on
their minds, not alone for the preven-
tion of accidents to themselves, but
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also to those with whom we come in
contact,

Speaking from a roadmaster’s point
of view I would say, watch out for
the little things and the big things
will not be so liable to happen.

The men under mec are continually
cautioned regarding the nccessity for
looking after weak points; of not put-
ting off until tomorrow that which
should be done today; and they are
warned against taking chances which
might in any way result in accidents
causing loss of life or limb.

F. S, Morrell, Conductor, Northern
Division.

“Safety First!” That is an expres-
sion that is really uppermost in the
minds of the majority of every class
of laborers, from the highest official
to the most humble scction hand, or
pit workman in any field of action;
but, as yet, it has not been given the
attention it should have.

“Suafety Trirst” is two frail words,
which express figures of undemonstra-
tive action on the part of all co-work-
ers interested in shielding the care-

less from harm, injury or possible
death. 1t is expected to convey a feel-

ing of sccurity to us aund the public at
large; and with the proper zeal, will,
withiout doubt, bring marvelous re-
sults in reducing the columns of fig-
ures shown each year by statisticians
of the numbers maimed and killed by
railroads. It is not a uiere movement
for the harvest of a vast amount of
riches or glory, but for the more nobic
and glorious purpose of promoting the
good will, without remuneration, of
all mankind, more espceially co-work-
ers, by giving to them a feeling of se-

(i

LA

curity, which should be reciprocated
by every worker, until he has bheen
cut down naturally by that silent old
man with the scythe. It will even-
tually cause that terrible dreaded
good-bye to give away to one of sunny
depths.

Ancient history and mythology give
us a glimpse of “Safety First,” if we
will but remember when the Sun God
drove his team of fire breathing steeds
across the carth each day. Being a
very hard pair to manage, he had re-
fused innumerable times to let his son
drive, not fecling that he was safe,
but when he finally relented, his son
almost set the earth on fire in places
and froze it in others. He never al-
lowed his “Safety T[irst” spirit to
wane again. He had received his les-
son, This happened thousand
vears before Christ.

two

Every man or boy has reccived his
lesson in sonic way Dby the time he
has gained a position on a railroad,
and why should he allow his vigilance
to relax, There has becn thousands
upon thousands of increased hazards
for a laborer's life since, but the bal-
ance has been tipped slightly in man’s
favor, by science and philosoply, and
there is not such a large number of
men employed but what there can be
a wondertul decrease in that gloomy
line of figures.

IEvery movement should posscss nio-
tive, and in this case, this qualifica-
tion blares forth in the mind of every
thoughtful man and woman, imbucd
with the object in view., There should
be in this the aesthetic emotion in-
duced by the mind being more than
pleased in its apprehension of beauty,
when clevated and transplanted by the





