
¶ Analyzing his folly enrages a fool. 

41 A self-made rich man will do more for a dollar than a self- 
made poor man. 

¶ There are two kinds of growlers-use the can for both. 

¶ If money was the only incentive to success, the margin be- 
tween the best and the worst would be very narrow. 

41 Ethics is merely a proper consideration for the rights of 
others enforced by decency and reason. 

¶ There is a vast difference between what you hear and what 
you know.-For further details see legal department. 

91 There is beautiful scenery along the way to success; dream- 
ers are always looking at it, but hustIers keep their eyes on the 
path. 

41 Everything comes to him who waits provided he hustles 
while he waits. 

41 It is astonishing how much of your conversation you can 
reduce to yes and no and how much trouble you can avoid by 
doing it. 

An appropriate joke is the best possible argument. 

41 Some men's grit is like sunshine-fades in the shadow. 
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REMINISCENCES O F  A N  O L D  TIMER-NO. 3. 
.I1 1.. h 'd~ to r s  

The old mati u ~ i t l  th is  picc:e Before I s m t  i / .  "Sortcr svtr.li</ht atccl sl~udow." 
T I C  suid. "ll'llo rws  ill( .  s l ~ c r r l o ~  ?' 

" l l c ' s  c l ( ~ ~ t l , "  I ~.cpli,c~L. 

111 reading over t,he last trio picczc:~ 
which I havc writ ten,  T ~ ,ca l ize  that  I 
\\'as f.oo good to last-and T didn't. 

T h c  details  a w  I ~ a r d l y  essential; 
the  r c s r~ l t  \\-as \\.hat intcrcsted me. 

I had bcco~lte c:onvinc:ed tha t  with- 
out  me  the  scc.tion \vould look lilte a 
vivisec,tion. , 

B ~ ~ c q u e n t  visi ts  to t l ~ c  l i t t le town 
ncarby wit11 "good fricnds" and  conse- 
quent  late hours,  made rile physically 
unfit for ha rd  wnrlc tlic n e s t  d a y ;  my 
fogged brain w:ts the fruitful  ficld for 
foolish fnnrics antl milt1 reprilllands 
I ~ e c a ~ n e  insults .  

7'1)e old Coreman put  up  with t l ~ i s  
~ n u r h  longcr t han  he  should I~ave ,  but, 
\\.hen 11e saw tha t  i t  was affecting the 
tliscil~line o l  t l ~ e  men, nty tror~bles,  
not his, I~egan.  

The  crash vanlc one ~ ~ ~ o r ~ t i n g  \\illen I 
appnarcd late considerably thc  worse 
for t he  w a r  a n d  generally undesir- 
al)le. 

The  casiest way to enrngc ?I fool is 
to slio\v h i ~ n  h i s  folly, and,  whcn tlic 
~ ( I ~ P I I I E I I I  took I I I P  to one side and 
pleasantly a n d  c v c ~ i  kindly proved 
conclusively what a n  al)surd jar:ltass I 
was maliing o u t  of mysclf, h e  certainly 
draggcd t h e  band saw w r o s s  a sore 
spot. 

All the  meanness, vanity and  fool- 
ishncss of m y  naturc  united into blind 
rag-r and I brayed loud and  furious.  

Hon.ever, t h e  old foreman did  no t  
lose h i s  temper, hu t  a f t e r  I had fin- 
ished, sa id :  

"JIe boy, you'rc fired, ~ ~ o t  for what 
yo11 said to me, but for wha t  you're 
sayin' to  yourself. 3Iayl)c you'll w-akc 
up some t . i~ne with your ea r s  a triflr 
shor ter ,  a n d  the  proof will bc t h a t  

yor1'1l come back and thank me  for  
k i n '  you." 

"Ho\wver," lie continued, "your 
bcin' fired is a confiilential mat ter  he- 
tween !'ON and  me. I'll note u1)on my 
official srcords that you've resigncd to 
accc~pt servir.~! elscwhcl.c, antl, me boy, 
you may thank me  for t ha t  too, some 
day. it's not  a good th ing for a young 
fellow to  be  fired, and  i t  means a lot 
to Ilim t o  Be allowed to resign." 

IIe scril)l)led out  a discharge chectk, 
I i u n d ~ d  it to me, and turncd away. 
F o r  s e v e ~ ~ a l  minutes T stood. clazcd and 
speechless, watching h im 'telling the  
men about some work. 

Of rourse,  t l ~ e  gang r a u g l ~ t  on t l ~ a t  
I was f i~wl .  I)ut i t  appearcrl to me t11:i.t 
the!; we're pleascd ra ther  than 
offended; anyhow there was n o  syln- 
pat.11y strike.  

Assurning a s  best I could, I-don't- 
give-a-darn a i r  I walked back to  the  
section I~ousc ,  slipped up to nlv room, 
made a Iwndle of m y  clothes and 
snealtcd out. Tt ncvcr occturred to me 
to po home, and without a n y  clefinitc 
idea a s  to whcre  I was going, o r  what  
I intanded to do, T s tar tcd  down the  
track.  

Tt didn' t  takc many niilcs in the  hot 
sun  b ~ f o r e  the  'oncry in Inc had 
nieltad lilte 1,uttcr on a cooking stove. 
a n d  T hegun to  ge t  a pret ty  clcar idea 
of two th ings ;  one, of what  a fool I 
had made of myself: t l ~ e  other, of 
what  l i t t le consequence 1 was  af ter  all 
in railroad service. 

Ever  since this! walk of penitoncr 
and I~umil ia t ion ,  I have had a. sncah- 
i n a  sympathy for hobo's. After a Inan 
spends hours  making adjr~stablr!  com- 
1)asses of his Icgs to su i t  variations 







a clicclc taltnn of them-and p11111petl 
back to the  section house. 

The foren~an 's  rvife, unlikc himself', 
was an  encrgrtic3, good-hra~.ted \vonlan, 
but evidently af ra id  of 11in1. \Ve sa t  
down to a fairly good sr~pper ,  t he  forcs- 
man c o r n l i l n i ~ ~ i ~ ~ g  all t , l i ro~~gl l  tlic met11 
a b o ~ ~ t  the  expense of food and how lit- 
tle nloncy he  was malting e i thcr  out  of 
11s or out of' t,lie railroad. 

Al'tcr s u p l ~ c r  was  over 111c foren~an 's  
wife I)ec:lionc?cl for llic to conic to thc  
Iiitvl~en. She  had licnrd \v l~erc  T l~a t l  
come from a n d  knew ( h a t  I alu.ays 
I'ared well. She  bcgan to  excuse her 
1iusl)and and a t  thv same  time handed 
llle :t big p iwe  or nl)plc pie. Of course, 
Llie p ic  \vent better than the  excuses, 
I)ut 1 fvlt sorry  for the  \vomau n11t1 
said I)ut little. 

S i ~ ~ c e  then I have seen all manners 
and types or men. 1 have seen a lot 
of Incan Incn tliat were r:al)al)le and 
had so  I I I I I C ~  abil i ty tha t ,  to a n  extent,  
it col~ntcr-1)aIanced the i r  meanness, 
I ) l ~ t  1 believe tllis foreman was the 
only mean n ~ a n  1 c r c r  me t  tha t  didu't 
have thc sl ightest  arnormt of ability. 

As a n  c x a ~ n p l e  of tile mall's aRso111tc. 
lack of comnion sense, I recall tha t ,  a 
t'cn days a f t e r  T s tar ted  to work \v(, 
\ \ w e  ditching along the  right of way 
hct\veen the  trac4c and  a high em- 
I~anlcnient. T noticed tha t  the  men in 
digging this d i t c l ~  \vor~ltl t l ~ r o w  t l ~ c  
d i r t  llli the  c~nbankmen t ,  most of it 
s l id i~rg  ba rk  and but  1it.t.le of it. reitcli- 
ing l l ~ e  crest. 

J1y exprsicncc \vith the  forernan hat1 
bren s11c1i t h a t  T knew if I explained 
the shi f t l r ss~less  of th is  kind of work. 
Llic very least lie would do \\.auld hc 
lo g run t  ant1 ignore nw, but  to  anyone 
\vith a tcacul~  of scnse i t  was  evident 
tha t  \vhen the  first ra in  came i t  would 
\\ash the  d i r t  back into t h e  fill. 

Su re  eno~lgli  two o r  t h l w  rlnys la ter  
:I Ilea\;. rain canlc and the  ditch we 

\ve~.c digging \\.its a 101~1011y ol' mud. 
Thc  ra in  \\.:IS unr~snal ly  heavy and thc  
\\-at.c's rosc up l l n t l c ~  the  tracli and  
sof'tcnctl i l  so tliat t11c I ' o r c ~ ~ ~ i l n  11ad 1.0 
put out  slow o r t l ~ w  a11t1 work almost. 
11ig11t and tlilv to ge t  t l ~ a t  small  sc:cTion 
ill shape  I'OY I ) ~ r s i ~ ~ o s s .  \vl~c>rr;is, if \vo 
had d ~ i g  the t1it1.h ]i~'o!)crl.v a11r1 c a r r i ~ t l  
the  d i r t  n w y .  we \vo111tl not  have ex- 
p('ricnc~ct1 any t r o ~ ~ b l e .  

Th i s  11irc41~ of ignornncc> cCosl the  rail-  
roac! about three (lays' \\.orli of thc  
sc?vtion S:IIIJ: to S : I ~  nn fh ing  of t l ~ e  ex- 
I ) C I I S ~  and aiinoyanc:c of slo\ving do\vu 
the  trains.  

r r rg::a~~tlc~I i t  a s  a ra ther  for tunate  
th ing tliat 1 st~mclc this lorctulan a i t c~ r  
my  old foreman. a s  il garc! Ino a n  01,- 
] )o r l~ rn i tp  to sec j r ~ s t  ho\v fille a man 
my first I~oss  \\.as. 

As result  of the  a t t i tude  of (.his 
fnrernan towards h is  men and his  job. 
very f c n ,  if any,  of them uiallc n S I I V  

ccw. In fact, I only kno\v of OIIC lnan 
who rvcr  worked Tor him tha t  is  st i l l  
in thc land of tho livin' and is doing 
fairly \yell. Rut in  his case he worlccd 
o111y a l i t t le \vIiilc and,  strangely 
cnol~gli ,  I saw him not long ago and il 
I ) r o ~ ~ g h t  to m y  mind a n  inc9itlel~t of 
latcr years wlwn he  was  \yell 111) in 
~ x i l r o a d  scrviw,  and 1)(!1~1iaps it n ~ i g h t  
he iv0rt.h relating, as  it will I)(? of 
interest. to  many old t i m ~ r s .  

Grover C:lrvclanrl, then president of 
the  tJnitad Stntcs, took a notion to 
visi t  t he  \\'est.ern c o l ~ n t r y  and t.ravc.1 
r r o n ~  I<ansas City to STr~nphis via thc  
Fo r t  Scott  road. 

Every precaution was  taken to in- 
su re  his safety;  a pilot t ra in  was sent 
on t l l~cad loadrxl wit11 matcrial  and 
men-Charley Gardiner,  ronduc'tor, 
a n d  Den bTrCr~~m,  engineer on the  
pilot;  .Tin1 I h l t o n ,  c * o ~ ~ d r ~ r t o r ,  and Ed 
Shipley. c~ngincr.  on the  President's 
spc,cinl. A sect.ion nlan was  stationed 
on ('\;cry mil? of trac.1~ and tiic Frisco 




