
14 T H E  F R I S C O - M A N  

tination in good condition, a f ter  be- 
ing handled the  ent i re  route lly i'a1.e- 
ful and  competent nien, they 11avc not 
only rendered valuable service t,o the i r  
en~gloycr ,  but  they have made them- 
selves equally valuable to ,  al l  con- 
cerned. 

W e  mus t  bear in miud tha t  the  pul)- 
li(: is just  a s  quick to  appreciate valu- 
able servicc a s  is your en~ploycr ,  and  
when they receive valria1)lc service 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- .. 
Frisco Sunflowers 

"Three l i t t le Frisco s~~nf iowers"  has  
been suggested a s  a title for the  a t -  
tractive l i t t le group sho\vn in thc  ac- 
con~pany ing  reproduction. 

EL-  

The children a r e  C:ixla Tlavis, Knth- 
a r inc  W i l w n  and  hlnrgaret Davis. the  
daughters  of Charles Mr. I)aris and W. 
F. Wilson. conductors, Xorthel-n Divi- 
sion, Cherokee, Kans. 

I \voultl sap  to  I11e younger railroad 
11lii11, your 1)ositioil ill ycars to come is 
dcl~cntli>nt solcly ul~oli  the  vn111c of 
yolrr si-rvicvs today. T h e  valual~le  
young r a i l r ~ a d  I I I C ~  of today ivill h r  
t l ~ c  n~nstc '~,s of the  sitltation in years 
to come. \Vitl~ t ha t  inc,rntivc !.or1 can- 
not  afford to \\.astc! your timc. All 
t h a t  is  neimsirry is  Lo 1;c honest  with 
your cml)loycr, your family and  your- 
sell' and  use good jr~dgement.  
- -  -- .- --- . - . .  

- - - . - - . - - - ---- 
Golden Rules 

The  rcprotluct,ion l icrc\vil l~ is of a 
noticc ~ w c n t l y  l~ lnc rd  in the  11lnck- 
snli th s l ~ o l ~ s ,  l<;t i~sas City, >lo., by 
P o r c ~ u a n  AI. C. fVhalcn. T l ~ c  nolicc 
contains the  I'ollo\ving two rulcs: 

Ill-1.11: S O .  1 .  

1<w11 y o u r  s ~ ~ r r o i m  (lings ( s l t~ i~n .  

KLJl'E so. 2, 

Rcf11se to \vorlc \\.it11 a m a n  ~ : h o  has  
not  pritlc riloi~gll lo ~ n a l i e  t l ~ e  h1ac.k- 
elnith s l ~ o p  tlic clcnnnst sho11 of all. 



Oft in the  s \v i tc l~  yard 11ig11t \vhr>n 
1115' 11aps a r e  l ) r m c t ~ ~ r e d  liy a tint‘ ~ n c d -  
ley of nh i s t l c  and c n s s i ~ ~ g ,  1 review 
the talks I've, 11ad du r ing  tllc day. 

Of c:or~~*sc', c>\'r '~,ything tha t  l'vc said 
\\';IS eloquent ;~n t l  p ro l~e r ,  but some of 
t l ~ c  things o thers  s ; ~ i d  to me \ ~ o r ~ l d  
n ~ a k e  311 oyster blush. 

I've ofton wished tha t  t ror~lrl lalw 
plro~~ograpliic: records of these couver- 
sa t ions  ant1 Ict. some of the  men hear  
lro\v their  '1 's '  l 'uxkled tl:c,ir talk,  liltc 
l o l cg ra !~ !~  lmlc's ~ jass ing a fas t  train.  

There's s o n ~ c ~ t l ~ i r ~ '  in Illis railroad 
ganrc-ill i ts  sl .rcnuorw~t ssl  i ts  ctcr- 
11a1 h r~s t l c ;  and thc  sc.ri11) of h u m m  
lreirigs ax-ainst s t o ~ l ,  s l ~ c ~ d  and steam 

tha t  givcs t l ~ c n ~  not only sc>lf-con- 
litlcnc.e, but a ~)o\ \ -c~rf r~l  a!uount ol' sclf- 
assert ivei~css.  

I have y c l  to see a rc ;~l ly  "dyctl in 
tI1c \voo!" n ~ o d c s t  railroad n~a i~ . - - -o~ lc  
f 11:) t \\ oultln't a t  so111c t i ~ w  or o t l ~ c r  
Irxir over ivilh a littlc l , c ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ i s c : c n c e s  
ol' how Ilc did i t ,  \vllc11 all  (he  ot11o1.s 
from the general manager  clown 
co~~ l t ln ' t .  It 's all r ight.  \\'c'vc got  to 
Iwlicvc in or~rsclvos,  ant1 tho nolrle or-  
tl(:~, of h o ~ x  blowers gathers  in re- 
cru i t s  f 'lmon~ day lo day--111ost oS tllrnr 

n ~ c n  \v i t l~  I ~ n n d s  and foct ant1 ;ill 
ol' I l~c iu  haye t.ongues. 

So111ld gatl~c!rs voliln~c: a s  it r iscs;  
ant1 111~  din  mus t  he fearful  in the u p  
1)or stories.  

Arotrnd 1ny cliggins' t l ~ c  horn blo\\-- 
t!rs arc \vorlrin' u i~ t l c r  coluparalivc~ly 
low llresslrrc, but  c v c i ~  a t  t h a t  tlrcrc is 

vory l i t t lc troul)lc hcaring them;  but, 
\v l~en they get  above me to  the higher 
on'icers they 11i1vc generated a full 
11cacI of steam, added a few super- 
Iwatcrs autl t he  1101) oft' must  be tre- 
rnendous. 

I t  takes c~onsidera1)le of a man  to  
iistt.11 to th is  n ~ ~ ~ s i c  and 11iclr ou t  t he  
? w I  ~wrfornler .  

Thc rc  a r e  a l l  sor ts  of nlcn in th is  
chorus,  but thc  funniest  of them all, 
to my ~ n i n d ,  i s  t he  one who has got 
about fifteen cents wor th  of dignity 
a u d  veneered himself with i t  from 
11cxd lo toe. 

Th i s  sor t  ol' dignity t h a t  s o u e  as- 
sume gives mc the pip, and  I've yet  to 
see t he  rcal m a n  who had to lug i t  
arorrnd. 111 fact, he ~lcedx i t  about a s  
~ n w h  as a tur t le  does a ha i r  brush .  

At  t he  s ame  time, i t  r an  cause a lot 
of trou1)le especially if you haven't 
t~,aincxl those undcr you t o  under- 
s tand t h a t  the  word "l)igiiitj" i s  de- 
~ ' i \ ~ v t l  l'rom the  Persian Dig-Nity ; 
".Dipv--to work;  ' i t - i n  your 
11ix11t sh i r t  if nectessnry. 

Th i s  brings n ~ c  to thc  s ~ ~ b j e c t  of 
c.lric:f clerlts - hard-working, enthusi-  
astic,  va l l~nhle  men - h r ~ t  \vho can 
cause thc i r  bosses, and the  railroad 
jieuorally, inore useless trouble t han  
a n y o w  ?Is(:; ~ a r t i c u l a r l y  if they have 
:in idcn Illat the dignity of their  tle- 
pa r t~n t ' n t  I I I I I S ~ .  he niaintained a t  any  
cost. 

S o t h i n g  gives nlc more pleasure 
t l ~ a n  to  scc a chief c31erk s t r i k ing  out, 
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with a file under his rwm, to call on 
anotlier chief cle1'1c for prrsonal talk 
ovcr some little hitvh I~c?t\\x?en Ihcir 
dellarthneuts. I liavc soiuctiuics 
thought tha t  i t  \vo~ild be a fiuv itlt3a 
if all our chief clerks \vonltl txy to 
make i t  a rule to sett le ever);thing 110s- 
sible by personal calls inslettd of cor- 
respondence. 

Th i s  i s  abont enough for the  new 
timers. I guess i t  i s  safer for me  any- 
how to get  bark  to my  rc~uiniscenccs:  

The same  roadmaster lookcd a f t c r  
this sectiou a s  the one in \vhirli I 
s ta r ted  autl whenever he a1)peared lie 
held a private conferewe wilh t l ~ c  
foreman. I know now tha t  he usc.tl 
thcse co11fcrenc:es foi' the p u r l m e  of 
reading thc  riot  act--and the11 for a 
few days afterwartls  tho l 'orr~iian 
\vonld put forth a little e~~c,l 'gy-b~it 
i t  \voald never last  very loug. 

t I e  totally lacked executive control 
and secmcd to dcliglit in picking out  
one o r  two of tiic! l r l w  for long tlis- 
tance cussing, partic:ularly \\-hrn the  
ent i re  gang  ~eould hew. hinr. 

I lc never Iiad n ~ u c h  to s ay  to nlr  
aud I liavc always ~ ~ u r s u e t l  the 1)olic.y 
of saying little of a n y t h i ~ l g  against  
;aiyonc who had nuver haruletl me, 
Ihercfore. I caould not  ~ o n s i s t e n t l y  joiu 
in tlie steady streaui of ])rol'anity 
\vliic.li thcb other rno~nlwrs ol' tlic gaug 
i ~ ~ n s t n n t l y  spoutc!d 111 his direction. 

it was the  fo r r~nan ' s  wifc inow tila11 
ally one else who kept ~ ~ e a c c  in t hc  
canil) and the  poor \\lonian sce~ncci to 
have a Jolin 1). Roc.ltefell(.r s111)ply 01' 
oil to pour constnntly on the  troubled 
waters. \Vc all lilted her  a n d  felt. 
sorry for her, awl  for t ha t  reason and 
no other, T Iino\\' the  foreman cscapc!il 
nlaii): a good licking which \ve \voulil 
have delighted to hnve handed him. 

A man of this sort  \vould not  last  
long enough nowadays to draw a ]my 

skilled I ~ C U  to 1)ick fro111 then a s  \\,c 

ll:~\.i: no\\., mid the  incn who could la): 
a fi,og, p u t  in a switch, and kuew a 
l i t t le allout tlie proper way to lay 
mi l ,  etc., were Pe\v and Car I)ct\vcben. 
'I'his loro~rian l)osesse(l a sulattcring 
;rlnnulit of th is  Itnowlcdge. 

T-pon one of h is  periodical visits thc  
roadn~as t e r  saw and recognized 1no. 

"What you doin' on th is  section?" 
hc  askcd. 

"\\'orkin'," I replied. 
"\Vliat sort  of \vork you doin'?" he  

illquired. 
" 7 ' 1 1 ~  Iiartlest kind," 1 rcsl~ondvd. 
Tlic roatlintlster got niy itlra, \\;liii,h 

\v:~s, tl!at t,l~c! I iardwt kind of work is  
(lie ~~iii~itc!lligcnt, driviug,  r ~ q ~ u i r i u g  
the, greatest  cs]wuclit~ire of P I I ~ ~ I , ~ ~  for 
t h r  least ~ ' e su l t .  1Ie said uotliiug but 
tuructl nr.ay with a tlisgr~stcd gr in  c11 
liis Paw. 

Things  tlrift,ctl :tlong I'ro111 bad to 
\vorscs uulil on(! (lay t.ho roadmwtc r  
a!rpc~arc?tl \\.it11 :I tal l  ~ i i m ,  \vhom 1 was 
told \\:IS tlw superintendent. 

Of c.o~~rsc'. I)y th is  t ime 1 h e \ \ ,  of 
thc  snpc'rintendent a ~ ~ t l  had well h im  
]lass iu his car ,  but th is  was my first 
c.losc! view of th is  csaltetl official. 

I\'(. wcw,  a s  u s l~a l .  \vorltiug ill a 
huddle, vveryouc ill i~verylrotly c'lse's 
\yay, :uid ucar  I)y tlic, forelnail, ns \vas 
his C I I S ~ O I U ,  rvas resliug ill t l ~ v  sl~ail t ,  
ol' S O l l l i '  1111Shi\S. 

The  sul ) r ! r i~ i t , -~~i t lc~~l .  stootl for ;I 

\vl~ilc looking a t  t.hc gaug, the11 t ~ ~ r n f v l  
and said son~cbtl~iug to the  roaclmastrr. 
and  \vit l!o~~t :I ~vortl  to tlic foreman 
\;alkcrl away. 

1 Tclt ill 11iy bones t ha t  s o ~ n c t h i n g  
\ \xs  going to liappcn, a s  did every 
ot.her Inan ill t he  gang. Alter work 
tha t  cvoniug we got togcther and  talk- 
ed i t  over, a u l ,  while tlicsc: men had 
hccnme niorosc aud iu other char- 
ac,teristics reflected thc t ra i t s  of their  

chcclc, but \vc didn't h a w  a n  a rmy  ol boss, yct old hun~ar i  ua turc  stuvh 
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o a t  s t rong  in  the  fact  t h a t  the i r  joy 
over h is  being lircd \vas tlnmpencd by 
the  thought  of thc Irouble i t  \vould 
m u s e  his wife. \I:e kne\v tha t  t h c j  
Ilad p~'actically no money and two lit- 
t le children,  and  being fired mean l  
t ha t  the man would take  h is  grievance 
ou t  on the  wolnau and  her life \vould 
be  even more unhappy than  i t  was 
then. 

One o r  two of t he  nlen were in favor 
of ge t t ing  the  foreman in  a cool, quiet  
placc and  l icking h im SO thoroughly 
t . l~a t  i t  would prolml)ly change h i s  
charncter \vith h is  face, ba t  \ve finally 
canle to the  conclusion tha t  a man a s  
\vortl~less a s  the foreman c~or~ltl not  be 
l~ounded into t l c c e ~ ~ t  s h a l ~ c .  

T h e  nes t  ~ n o r n i n g  \vhen thc fore- 
~ u a n ' s  wife cmalled us for brcwkfast, 
who sl1011li1 we see s i t t i ng  on the  f ront  
s t ep  but  t h e  roadmastc?r and  a s  1 cdme 
down he beckoned for m e  Lo s i t  down 
I)esitlc him. 

" I  have been looking you up, young 
~rlail," hc sa id ,  "and yonr old Corcnlan 
llas given you a first-class rcc.olrllrie11- 
dation,  1)ut he  stlid tha t  you had re- 
signed. You're: the  first section lalwr- 
(%r  1 ever hcartl of t h a t  resigned. S o m ~  
of thcm quit ,  o ~ ~ t  most of tlicm gct  
f iwd. 1Iow atmrlt it'?" 

IFy th is  t ime 1 had become hearti ly 
ashamed of m y  conduct towards t hc  
old foreman, and  whew 1 heard tha t  
he had given me  a good scnd off, I 
fel t  a s  if the  ent i re  firebox of hot. coals 
had been heaped on m y  head. 

"The fact is," I blurted,  "he fired 
me, and  he  was  right.  I made a fool 
of myself and wasn' t  enough of a Inan 
to acltnowledge it,-but I will when I 
mcet him." 

The  roadmaster smiled and slapl)ed 
rne on the  knee. 

"You woke up, have you," h e  said. 
"\Veil, I'll now give  you your chance. 
Yonr foreman will not handle t h i s  
section again. You a r e  pu t  in charge  

of th is  g a n g  tcml)orarily and  i t s  up to 
You to nlalte it permanent,  l 'm  not 
going to tell Y O U  to do anything but 
keep this track in good shape. Your 
a s  much of a boss of this section a s  
if yo11 were permanently employed a s  
section Corel~~an,  and none of the men 
shall  k ~ ~ o w  otherwise, bnt  I \\rill ac- 
cept your resignation again  the  mo- 
nleut I see you headed for t he  lead 
tha t  you were dr i f t ing  to  on  the  other 
sectioll. F r o m  wha t  I can gather  the  
forcluan h a s  disappeared; I suppose 
he's on  a big sp ree  a n d  nlay o r  niay 
not come back." 

I t l iougl~t  the  mat ter  over a bit and 
tll('11 I got up and sa id :  

"\Irell, you tr l l  the  men ;  1 want t,o 
talk to the I 'oren~an's \vile.'- 

She  was in the  kitchen gett ing 
I)l'caltl'ast when 1 came in. 1 shuf- 
llcvl around a while, and  then 1 sum- 
~ n c d  ny  courage enough to s ay :  

"1'111 so r ry  to tell you, but  there's 
bee11 a changc made, and  what  I want 
to  s ay  is, 1'11 lw mighty glad it' yon'll 
s tay  here and look af ter  us ~I.S long a s  
yo11 want.  I'm to be foreman for a 
whilc anyhow, and the  boys all n.ant 
you to s tay  and \\e'll pay you board 
aud,-wlmt you get t ha t  way is yours." 

She sor ter  choked and for a little 
struggled to  control her  voice. 

"\\7c~Il. I've go t  to  look af ter  tbe  chil- 
d r en  a n d  myself," she  said. "I don't 
guess 1-11 see  much more of nly hus- 
Itand, a n d  the  Lord  k n o w  I d id  t he  
I ~ e s t  1 could by h im,  bu t  I guess i t s  a 
hcll)less job, so if you still want !ue to 
luok aft.cr yon, I'll be glad to do it, but 
of cowsc  you don't pay board." 

"Tllat's settled," I replied, greatly 
~,clievcd aud tnrned to walk into the 
I.OOIII \ v h ~ r e  tlic men were eating. 

'The rondmastcr had just  finished 
telling them and  I looked over t h e  
faces of the  gang  and  saw a l l  sor ts  of 
fvelings ahont it. One o r  two seem- 



ed pleased, but  t he  most of t l m n  were 
wondering why they didn't ge t  the  
job. 
: rernembered the night  before the 

only thing we all agreed upon was 
sympathy ror the foreman's \\if(,, a11t1 
i t  occurred to me if I told them 1 had 
looked out for her, I \vould a t  once 
get a little on the r ight  side of them. 
so I said: 

"Well boys, the f o r c t ~ ~ a n ' s  wife is 
goin' to s tay  wit.11 us anri rook aCter 11s. 
\\re will gay her a little board ant1 
she'll buy the  sul)plies and ru11 t l ~ c  
shaelr, a n d  we'll IIIO\Y! along a s  \vvll, 
if not better I hol~c,  than \ve have 
been." 

I then s a t  tlo\vn to ca t  nly breakSasi. 
a s  if there  was n o t l l i ~ ~ g  tuorc to say. 
None of them could Iciclc a t  this, and 
I ltnow now i t  was about the  best 
th ing I could 11avc said. ?n a l i t t lc 
while one or  two of then1 began talk- 
ing a n d  a ra ther  emharrassiug fix was 
smoothed over. 

You see I was a k id  and  hati been 
there only a shor t  t ime and naturally 
i t  grated on some of the  oltlcr men 
that  I should have been given the 
foreman's job, and I realized that  I 
\vould have to handle then1 ca r r l ' ~~ l ly  
if I \\as to succeed. \\'hile I was eat-  
ing my breakfast  some of the off 1m1d 
ren~ar l i s  of the old foreman came to 
my mind. Qne \ \ m :  "1)on't Ict the  
men know yo~l'l 'e bossing t h ~ n ~ ,  but 
Itever let  them forget that  yo~~' rc t  thc  
boss." 

After breakfast we got o11t the car,  
and I told one of the Incn lo 1)11t tllc 
tools on the rear end, and always (lo 
i t  in future. 1 conld see that  they were 
a little puzzled a t  this, so  T es l~la inr t l  
to them that  1 had scar1 a VRr junlp 
the  track once hy thc tools falling off 
the  front end across the  rail  and tha t  
it. was just  a s  easy to p u t  them on 
the  rear  end a s  i t  was the  front. 




