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pose Rosing will sor ter  sniff a t  this 
and ~ ? u l l  a few decimals to show tha t  
I a m  wrong, b ~ ? t  he  don't know where 
to find me. 

I 'au't sag there was  much escitp- 
ment  when I gave u p  job a s  section 
foreman lo go with the  bridge gang. 
A big red-headed Irishman succeeded 
me and held the  job down for many 
years afterwards.  The  transaction 
was  made without any flag-raisin' or 
band playin' ceremony. I took mosr. 
of my belongs under my arm-avoid- 
ing excess baggape charges--and 
moved over to the bnnk ca r s  occupied 
by the  bridge gang. 

One of the  first [Jersons I met in my 
new job was  Peckins-I'll (.all him 
Lhat anyhow, i t 's  s o  close to his narni: 
t h a t  I might  a s  well. 

H e  was  a little yellow-headed, blnc- 
eyed, scrawny proposition x:ho s p c ~ ~ t  
most of h is  t ime gett ing out of o ther  
~ e o p l e ' s  may and, i f  he ever  had an 
opinion in his carcass,  11c cwtainly  
never let it ne t  out. He was a, fair  
workman, tended strictly to his omn 
business. and because of his general 
washetl-out appearance and his meek 
way of acting, everybody from water  
boy up shoved him to one side. I Ie  
was one of those sor t  of men who n? 
one ever thought of asking his opiw 
ion about anything-he was  always 
just one of a gang. What  Pecltins 
thouglrt or  said was of no possible in. 
terest. It seemed to me everybody 
had to do l ~ i s  thinking antl seeing for 
him. H e  always reminded me of sur. 
light and snow-both of them sorte.' 
cu t  of' place in the combination. 

Ten years afterwards I me t  Peckins  
again far down in the  south of Texas  
on the  Rio Grande river. Physically 
he  didn't change much;  the  same  yel- 
low hair, the same  washed-out blue 
eyes. but all the loud talking, dad1 
and swaxger s e e n ~ e d  to have been ah 

sorbed by him. As  soon his eyes  lit 
on  me, he  hailed m e  in a voice tha t  
could have been heard for  four  
blocks-if there  were  four blocks in 
the  pIace-shouldered m e  through a 
crowd, pushed me into a barroonl, 
slammed fifty cents on the counter 
and told the bartender to give me the. 
best the house could afford. The  bar- 
tender sor ter  sidled 211 to the bar to 
wait on us and everyone else in the  
place seemed to be bent on giving 11s 
plenly of room. Peckins acted-even 
il' he didn't loolc it-the bad m a n  from 
Pi t ter  Creek. 

After my first gas[) of e s c i t e ~ n ~ n t  
was  over, I n-eut wilh Peckins iu to  ;I 

quiet corner and fixing him with a 
cold and glassy stare.  I demanded an 
esplanation. 

A little of the  old days  came  back 
to  him antl Ire shuffled about,  hut 
finally I go1 his story. H e  had drifled 
into Tvsas  three  or  f o l ~ r  years before 
-the same  type and lhe  same  style 
lnan he  was on the  bridge gang. On 
the  way down he  beqan to think of 
Ihe men he  had known aud of t ! ]~  
large r~umber  who  got hq- OII pure 
hluff. Screwing 111) hi? corlrnse to the  
h i g h e s ~  point, he tlecGd~d, if poss ih l~ .  
he  wo11l(1 try it and I guess 1 can h?. 
gin now an11 (e l l  Mr. Prckins '  story 
in his own n a y .  

"You see,  everybody sor lcr  should- 
ered me to one side, nobody ])aid any 
attenlion to me and nobody gave a 
durn w h e t l ~ e ~  I stayed or went.  1 
didn't mind so  muc.11 so  long a s  I drew 
my pay, hut while I was  on my wav 
to Texas  a train hoy sold me a book 
tha t  had a lot  of sayins  in it-and one 
of these so r t e r  slnclc in my mind. I t  
\\.as somethin' l ike th is :  'If you don't 
blow your own horn nohodg's goin' 
blow i t  f o r  you.' It was  the first t.imc* 
I realized tha t  i t  might he I had a 
horn-anyhow I Itnew the n~ou thp iece  



wasn l \vortl oft' ivhcre I'd bee11 
h l ~ w i i t '  ~ t .  TllaL seL m e  to L i ~ i t l k i ~ ~ g  
again.  

"I thorlgl~t of a I ~ L  of 111eti I k n e v  

who talked loud. jutupetl iuto tho inid- 
dle o l  t h i l ~ g s ,  and mnctc good, just be. 
cause  Lhej llad a little abiiity antl i: 
lo1 of nerve.  1 decided t11e11 aud there  
Lo s e e  il I couldtl't do  a l i t t le of th is  
e l l o u l d e r i ~ i ~  business uyse l t .  

"of course, you h m i v  I ilever \ \as  
a scrallper and 1 don' t  mind telling 
j o u  r~lar.  I L  rook a lo1 of ~ 1 1 1  l)o\vei 
fo r  m e  to  m a k e  up my mind to  get  
in 111e &anic this n'ay, ~ I I C I  11erha11s 
if iL haun t been for  a l i t t le acc ident  
\vllen 1 got ott ~ n e  t ra in  here,  1 new?? 
\\ uu~t l  h a \  e yo1 by \v111i it. A s  the  
l r a ln  came  inlo Lhe slation,  I got  0% 

Lhe s~e11  jusL as  a big ~ni in  \ \ a s  gel-ting 
on. 1 sor ter  lost  tuy balanc!e and  
bmnped iu lo  him hard  euoug l~  to 
sllo\,e h i u  violeutly to one  side. 170' 

some  toason or  o the r  he  paid 110 at-  
telltioll t o  Ilte, and I all1 sul,f? now 
lilat \\.as \\.ha1 is  calleti 1116 gsycllol9g- 
ic t~l  nloxnenl of my career,  for  if Ilq 
got  tnatl autl came a t t e r  Iue, 1 woulJ 
have gone back to  t he  sanle  old 
I'ockins. b u t  h e  didn't. 

"This helped my courage  more  than 
1 can tell you. A ienr s t eps  fu r the r  
;I tnan tackled me  to ride it1 his car- 
riage. 

"1 don't l a o w  ho\v I ~ n a n a g e d  t o  do 
it, hut I bruslletl h im to oue  side and  
yelled ou t  t o  hi111 t l i i~ t  I'd ra ther  vialk 
than ride in his tlurned old hearse.  I-!? 
di(1n.t s t a r t  a f ter  m e  either.  This  
s tar ted  me  on my bad man's ca ree r  
I.uc:k was with me  and four o r  five 
l i n ~ e s  later I shouldered m y  way in to  
men  tha t  1 knew could h'ave t l ~ r o m  
me  o b  the ear th ,  out-talked them-!f 
talking loud m e a n s  anything-and 
generally bulldozed m y  way into t h e  
belief of myself, a s  well as them, t h a t  

~ ~ e r l i a l ~ s  1 ivns a bictl man.  Any11u:i. I 

got  by with it. 
" P e o ~ l e  came to Ine to a s k  my ad-  

vice, rlle loughest  of the bad m e n  call- 
ed ule Mr. Peckins,  m d  1'11 be1 you t h e  
tli,iuks t can  go out on  the  s l r ee t  a n d  
cuss  ou t  a n y  m a u  tha t  1 meet  and 
lie'll t ake  a siding." 

Of course, I don't r e c o ~ u n ~ e n d  th is  
l o  everybody, but Ll~ere's a lot in Ir, 
and I always think of l'ecltins when 
! see  some  young fello\\; who t h r o u y i  
~riodesty,  or na tura l  timidity, haugs  in 
t he  background when h e  could should. 
e r  to t he  11.ont \vith some ra t l ing  gona 
ideas ant1 make  those in author i ty  
realize tha t  they hat1 mawr ia l  which 
was being over1ookt:d. 

I recall in previous pieces I have  
gone af ter  these Iiorll blowers, and.  
wliat I Imve said about. I'ecliins may  
sou~i t l  a little 21s if I was  going agains t  
\v11at 1 was preachitlg, but in all of 
this railroad business there  i s  a mid- 
dle \\ uy  iintl it's like drinking water-  - 
you can drink Loo ulucli waler and  
pou (:it11 dr ink  Loo I i l t I ~ ,  I J U L  t he  best 
thin: in t he  \vorld for you is to drinh 
enough. S o  i t  is  wi lh  this th ing of 
letli11g peol~le  Ituow \vll:ct a good rualr 
hart are,  and I guess  t he  only goo.1 
rule on this subjec: is  lo never le t  
a man  know 110ii- gootl a tuan you aw 
until yon cau prove it. T h e  trouhle 
 ill^ most of us is, we cannot  Ilrove 
il. 

But to ge t  back to  m y  bridge build- 
iug s c h e ~ u e .  I found out  before Ion; 
t ha t  there  were  lots of things in work. 
ing on a bridge tha t  a section for+ 
m a n  don't Itnow, and then I found 
out thaL   no st of the men working on 
pile bridges and  wooden s t ructures  
generally were  ambitious t o  ge t  on a 
s tee l  bridge gang, where  t h e  pay is 
higher antl t he  work is more  skillful. 

This  set me  to sor ter  thinkin' and 
I investigated lhis ma t t e r  and found 



out that the steel bridge man, while 
he gets a lot more per day, does not 
always put in anything like the IIUY- 

ber of days that the man on the 
ordinary wooden and pile bridge gang 
does, so a t  the end of the year when 
you average up the steel bridge gang 
ayainst the pile bridge men, you gen- 
erally find the pile bridge Inen made 
the most money. I t  all comes down 
to the question of a man having work 
ahout 3G3 days in the year being bet- 
ter off than the man who has spas- 
modic jobs, so I decided to pass up 
the steel ambition and get in line anu 
learn the bridges along my division 

and head tlii.ectly for the joh of road- 
master. 

Of course, it \\-as hard work, partir- 
ularly vorking the pile. After that ! 
got a chance of trxing my hand a t  
adzing ties, and I found that there wa.8 
considerable skill in curting off just 
enough of the tie and not too much. 

We were shunted around the divi- 
sion and country generally to quite 
a n  extent, and a s  a consequence I 
didn't have a s  many opportunities of 
seeing my red-headed girl a s  I wanted, 
but she showed no signs of pining an.? 
my pining had to be done with an 
adze. 

-- - - .- - - - . . - - . - -- 

K O ~ ,  only the round house and car 
men at  Lawton, OkIa., but their t'arrl- 
ilies as well, a re  interested in the 
garden shown in the above reproduc- 
t.ion, as all had n hand in the work 
of adding to it$ attractiveness. 

It was suggested by the foreman at 

Lawton that this spot could be beau. 
tilied, the men designed the arrange- 

ment aud did the necessikry constluc- 
tion work, and the flowers mere donated 
by their wives. 

To make flowers grow on a cinder 
path is no easy task and employes a t  
Lawton, as well as  their families, de- 
serve great credit for their work in 
brcrutifyin.g and making attractive 
nha t  might otherwise have been an 
unsightly spot. 
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T h a t  the troubles of the  elect-ricians 
who make up  the  axel-light force at 
t~he  New Shops, Springfield, 310.. do  
not extend through the  noon hour  is  
clearly evidenced by the  smiles of 
those shown in the  accompanying re- 
production. 

T h e  force is in charge of Foreman 
C. W. Webb, who has  been in the 

- . -. - - - - -- .- .- . - - - -. . . - - -- -- - - -- -- 
L. C. Lamberson 

1,. C. 1-amberson. chief clerk to Jfas- 

t e r  J1ec:hanic L. .J. 1,eysaht. diet1 a t  his 

home in Memphis, 7'en11., a t  3 : 0 0  a.  m.. 

July 15, following a brief illness. 

Mr. Lamherso~ l ,  a l o n ~  in the  after-  

iioou on July 1 4 ,  c:on~plainetl of u slight 

a t tack of indigestion ant1 was obliged 

to leave the office sliortly before. clos- 

i ng  time. Ilowever, by the  t ime h e  
reached his home h e  was feeling very 
n ~ u c h  improved, but  t he  sail news ot 
his depth was  received at  t he  shops 
early the following niorning. 

Mr. 1,amberson n-as fifty-six yerus 
old. He began his railroad career with 
the old I<. C. A I .  & E., ;\lay 1, 1886, was 
appointed chief c.lerk Jlay 1 ,  191 1, in 
which position h e  remainecl up to the  

service of t he  company for the  last  
eight years.  

Reading from left to right are:  
Foreman C. 117. Webb, S. M. Lillie, L. 
J. Barclay, I,. S. B'aker, E. I,. Great- 
house, 6.  A.  Wagner 

The  picture was laken by 1 1 7 .  I<. 
Fuzselle, apprentice electrician st. the  
New Shops. 

* --  - - -- 7- ,- 
A- ~ - -  - 

t ime of his death,  rorintling out twenty- 
nine years  of continuous service. 

Mr. Lamberson was  held in highest 
es teem by his fellow workmen and t h e  
Slemphis shop boys extend to the  be- 
reaved famiIy their heartfelt  sympa- 
thy. 

~ ---- - - . -- - - - 

DEPOT. CARBON H I L L ,  ALA.  
.- - - - - - - - .- - 

You can't be sure  you're right sim- 
ply because you believe you are.- 
Albany Journal.  



The E. E. Thompsons Glenn at Idaho 
Misses Frnes l ine  and Elfredia The  snapshot herewith reproduced, 

Thonll)son. daughters  of C. 3. T h o l w -  sllo~,.irlg C)periltor I ,  T, Fayett,e. 
son,  assistant accountant  in oflice or ,,ille, A r,c., (to the llis lath- 
superintendent.  l l i rminghan~,  .-\la., arc? er ,  3Ir. T. I,. Glenn, was taken a t  .\Iont- 
t he  children shown in the  accompau:.- pelier, Idaho, where Mr. Glenn visited 
ing  reproduction. whi!e on a recent  vacation in Llle west.. 

\\'hen Mr. Thompson is not  jllgglinr 
figures in s u p e r i ~ ~ t e ~ l d e ~ l t ' s  olfifice, IIP 
can usually be found romping x i t h  

his little (laughters. 

I'reight c l a i ~ n  payments Asc,al year 
ending .June 30. 191.1-$43::,1:::0.91. BY 
helping l~ reven t  claims we will re- 
dnc7e the  loss nnd damaye accomta  
$ l O O . I ~ O O  t he  nes t  gear. 

T h e  snapshot,  together with a, num- 
her o f  o thers  of JIr .  Glenn taken a t  
various points, was  sen t  to  Car Fore- 
nlan S. \\'. Ilrinlr, o f  Fayetteville, a.ho 
forwarded s a m e  lo 'l 'lic P'risco-.1lo,1 for 
r e l ~ r o d ~ ~ r ' t i o ~ ~ .  

> I : l s t t ~  3lwl1:1nic .\. S.  . \ I ~ b o l t  and ( ; P I W ~ F I I  
Fifty-nine per rent  of o u r  f re ight  I . , O I ~ ~ I I ~ I I  G .  c. I ~ U ~ I I C . ~ ,  h l l n , ) p , . , ~  F I L  SVW- 

claims a r e  for amounls  of S.i.00 and ""'" 'lo' -- 
less.  You a re  inte1~rste(I and ca:l 
help reduce claim payments hv "Don't always s a y  what  you know, 
watchinr: t l ~ e  small Iraks.  but always know what  you say." 




