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of ou r  t ime fixing up bridges and 
buildings for clamage caused by 
weather and time and tlie remaining 
one-tenth in some trivial trouble 
caused by equipment in which even 
then time and weat.her were  partially 
responsible. 

Then 1 began to tliinlr about section 
orlr and to check back and  to my 

astonishment I found that  the  same  
proportion of t ime was used by a sec- 
tion g a n g  in  making good the  ha rm 
tha t  weather and  t ime had done. 

I n  fact ,  if you never r u n  a t ra in  
over a piece of t rack i t  will n e a r  out  
just  about  a s  quiclr a s  if i t  is used for 
t ra in  service. 

Old Bill Boreas and these autumnal  
and sl)ring sho\vers going hand in 
hand with old Fa the r  Time, can make 
a piece of track resemble a s take  and 
rider fence about a s  quick a s  any- 
thing, while heavy t ra ins  will sett le 
ra ther  than  disturb the ballast. 

Th i s  th iug  of bridge building i s  e s -  
cit ing sport. 

I 'articularly i s  i t  t rue  ill ou r  sunny 
southern  terri tory where  you shoo off 
tnoccasins with one hand, ~nosqui toes  
with thc other and hold a twenty foot 
pile in 1)lace \vith your teeth. 

Somehow I've had a steady dislilte 
for snakes  ever since I worked on 
the bridge gang. 

Onc time they sent  us clown on the 
Central  Division and I mas put  on the 
pile driving corps-1 believe mili tary 
t e rms  should be used nowadays-and 
of course  I had, before long, to wade 
ou t  in the  I I I U ~  and water  to help hold 
up one of the  sticks. While I was  do- 
iug  it and everybody was  cautioning 
me to  hold t ight and swing to it, I 
happened to glance nl) the  s t ream and 
the  biggest snalte in the world, with 
the meanest face in tlie world, was 
saunter ing a long in line expressed by 
a s t ra ight  shoot for  me. 

He wasn't more than ten feet a\\.ay 
when I saw him and then came the 
tes t  of nerve between nie and the  
snalte. 

Wonld I get  out  of his way or  would 
he get  out  of mine. 

I gave him the cold eye and hot 
word degree and  he hissed a few 
snappy relnarlrs back and skinned 
me to death on the cold eye motion, 
a n d  lrept n coming. 

I sho t  a s t reak of tobacco juice a t  
him but  i t  seemed a s  if he had been 
a chewer a l l  of h is  life and he lrepr 
a coming. 

I don'l acltnowledge that  he beat me, 
huc I afterwards explained that  I 
tried my best to drop that  pile on him 
and there  was  no par t icular  reason 
for niy staying out  there to see wheth- 
r r  I had done i t  o r  not. I n  fact, I 
could see  i t  much better from the  
bank. Anyhow, the  pile gang lost a 
good workman then and there. 

The  average lnan struggling for his 
three  hots by day and his bunch of 
fea thers  by night  cannot afford to 
take chauces with his job, but when i t  
comes to fraternizing wit11 a n a t e r  
moccasin and hold your job at  the 
same t i ~ n e ,  1'111 willing to let go of 
both. 

They made R place tor rile \\ it11 th r  
deck gang and I halnlncrerl and sawed 
away  qulte contented tor srveral  
n lon t l~s  until I got  to know a little 
about bridges, viaducts and culverts. 

Of course, most of the work was in 
the na tu re  of l ight repairs with heavy 
timbers,  bu t  i t  was  more  interesting 
to me than aor l t ing on a section and 
little by little I pulled u p  until I was  
appointrd bridge foreman and then I 
decided that  I needed another  coolr. 

I cannot recall  things very distinct- 
1y a t  t ha t  period. Somehow it ap- 
pears a trifle blurred and out of the 
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haze a l l  tha t  I can remember is that a 
rcltl-headed woman was  telling me to 
fetch and carry  and I was doing it. 

Mowc~vcr. on(: incident st icks in nly 
cra \ r  evc.11 now and I get the dry gr ins  
\rhenc3vcr I think of it. 

3ly wife had some bantan1 chickens 
of \vhich she  was  both proud and 
fond. Why she  was, is  ;-i)mething that 
a niagirian will have to answer-I'm 
sun!  I cannot. 

Anyhow, one night I came I IOI I I~ ,  
af ter  a hard day and was gett ing a 
good, steady, draw-bar pull on a full 
tonnage of beanty sleep when s h e  
\\.olte me and told me something w a s  
af ter  her  chickens and I mus t  go and 
br ing them u p  in their  coop to the  
back porch. 

At the  present writ ing I mould de- 
cline flat-footed to do anything of the  
so r t  but. i t  was  different then and I 
c l i~nbed ou t  while she  got. the l a ~ n l )  
and we trailed domn the  back s t a i r s  
to the bantam den. 

Ry the  tinie 1 had shouldcred the  
coop :md.'-..was making my way back, 
1 coiu~t)c+iiced to get  hot, but what 
n~.atlc inc I~oi l  over was my wife. who 
was following me with the  lamp, 
bursting into a roar  of laughter a t  the 
a l )s r~rd  ligure I madc Irrgging the coop 
111) a flight of stc'l)s att ircd in a conl- 
I I IOII  o r  gardr.11 variety of nightshirt .  
I gatherwl stcan1 steadily from thencc 
on and when I r ea r l~cd  the top I s l a ~ n -  
n ~ c d  t 1 1 ~  cool) down and turning to 
her sa id:  "llon't you, a s  long a s  you 
lire,  ever again ask me to c.ar1.y han- 
tall1 chickens." 

Since then T have carried n1my 
things for he r  brrt I do know that  she  
has never asked me to carry bantam 
chickens and thus  I won a g rea t  vic- 
tory.  

Grandma Wins 
"13oys, there's a fine baby boy left 

in the depot. crying to beat the diclr- 
ens,  and no pa and ma  to look after 
it. Don't know what in thunder to do 
about i t ;  I've already got three a ~ ~ d  
don't sce how I could possibly take 
car(. of another,  a s  hard a s  t imes are," 
said Agc?nt Keith a few n l i ~ ~ u t e s  af ter  
the train left the local station last 
Sunday. 

And sure  enough when the boys 
n ~ a d c  a n  investigation they found a 
pretty little three-year-old boy run- 
ning a t  large  in the waiting room and 
crying a t  the  top of his voicc for  mani- 
ma. 

dust  a s  Agent Keith got the little 
fellow on his  knees and cominenced 
to cluestion him a s  to his nationality. 
habitation, etc., the passenger train 
was  seen backing down from the 
north.  and no sooner had Concluctor 
Sebastian waved the signal to s top 
than the child's grandmotlic?r hit  the 
l)latforln and grabbed tho child in her  
arms.  

Mrs. .Icwnir. Robertson. w h o  lives 
near  town, was the n ~ o t h e r  o f  the 
child. S l ~ o  and hor mother had pur- 
cl1nsc4 ticltc!ts to St.  1,onis and in the 
c,rn\vd and janll) in getting on the 
train the little fcllo\v was orerlookcd. 
A s  soon a s  the mistalte WRS not imd,  
( londr~r tor  Sebast ia i~ ,  who had a bunch 
of children of his own, stopped thn 
train and bacltcd down af ter  the child, 
and the c:rowd c11eered.-Pocahortcrs 
slcir Hrra ld .  

It is  a n ~ a t t e r  of in tcr rs t ing ul)ecu- 
lation a s  to wltat \vould have happen- 
ed to that  train crew and train if they 
had not hacked 1111 for t h r  distraught 
g randn~o the r .  



CENTRAL SAFETY MEETING 
At t he  regular bi-monthly nieetlng 

of t he  Central  Safcty Con~nlit tee,  in 
olllcc of C:cncral S u g e r ~ n t e n d e n t  J .  A. 
Fra tes ,  Springfield, No., Jlontla\., Aug- 
ust 24,  the Committee cs l~ressed ay- 
preciation of t hc  interest  manilcstcd 
b)- thc  Soutlirastcrn,  Eastern,  South- 
western, Central  and  Western Division 
Co~ l~mi t t ee s ,  also the  St .  Louis, Spring- 
field and  l iansas  City Termilia1 Conl- 
mi t t res ,  in Safety F i r s t ,  as rridenced 
by r c l ~ o r t s  turned in. 

Pravtically all  of t he  niernlwrs at- 
tc,ndetl this meeting, and S.  11. Rive, 
chicf purc'hasing officer. was  electcd a 
111en11)er of tlic committee. 

for thc rr;bwl! tllrrc. :11,1~ (00 I!I:IU?. ~ I I : I I I C . ~ ~ K  
for error ~ u c l  i t ~ ~ l i s t i l l ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~ ? ; ~  IU III:III?. tig- 
11rus-sn1.ll i ~ s  3. -7 or S. 

of  pits for use i l l  j:rcltlng up I~v:~vy stocl 
vnrs. Sew Xllops IS!) ('~wtrnl Safely 
( . o r i~~n i l t (~ .  11) , J I I I I ( > .  1:)14. 
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Little Alick's Sore Point 
1,ittlo Alick was in the  train t he  

o ther  day, and  in the seat  opposite to 
h i n ~  was a n  old pensioner whose 
b rcmt  was covered with medals. Alick 
gazed a t  him and  the  medals long and  
earnestly,  and  a t  last said to  h is  moth- 
er:  ";\lamma, why does Illat man  

*wear  h is  money on his  coat? Won't 
:hey let h im have pockets?" 

On an  Indian Railway the  station 
master  had been stern11 instructed to 
do nothing out 01 the  ordinary,  on 
pain of penalties, without instructions 
from his superintendent.  T h a t  is  why 
he  sent th is  telegram: 

"Superintendent's Office, Calcutta 
Tiger  on ~ ) l a t fo rm m t i n g  tonductor.  
\\'ire instl-ucntions."--Ant~o~lnl .Ifo~itl~Tij. 

Aviator and His Feet 
"If one  d id  no t  lalow better," re- 

marked a n  ol)servant mau,  "he \vould 
be  inclincd t o  believe a n  aviator is  
a k i n  to  a centipede. S o t  long ago I 
\\,as tel lng a friend t h a t  a certain 
a i rman  had dropped 45  feet. 'Yes?' 
he  asked. 'And how many  has  he 
lef t? '  " 

Concurring 
1-le-"As I was  saying, 1Iiss 1 l a ~  mie, 

\\.h(>n 1 s t a r t  ou t  to do a th ing 1 s tay  
011 the  job. I'm no qui t te r  " She 
(\\it11 a weary ya\vn)"Don't 1 know 
it!" 

Possible Definite 
"Why do they call lawyers' papers 

briefs?" 
"Recause by the  t ime they get  

t h r o u g l ~  with them thei r  cl ients a r e  
short ."-B~Tti~now A n ~ ~ ~ ' i c r / ) i .  

Easily Classified 
I lemmandhaw, who was \\ ri t ing a 

letter, looked up to inquire:  
"1s i t  ever permissible to apply gen- 

der  to volcanoes?" 
"I don't I~I IOW,"  Mrs. Hemmandhaw 

returned, "but if i t  i s  they a r e  surely 
~nasculine." 

"\Vh y ?" 
"Bec.ause they sput ter ,  grumble a n d  

smoke." 

Sez Ole Cliff  Fox 
"hly idee o' wasted cffort is  tryin '  

t' borry a dollar from your landlady." 
-.If ilzcankee Sentinel .  

Worst Yet  to Come 
A Scotchman whose wife had gone 

away to live with her mother was met  
by a friend who, in apparent  sympa- 
thy,  accosted h im thus:  

"Alan Jamie!  t h i s  is  a n  awful th ing 
t h a t  has  befallen you. It's a g rea t  
pity thilt your wife has  gone a n d  left  
you." 

" 'Deed man!" quoth Jamie ,  "she'll 
dae  waur  than t h a t  pet." 

"What waur  can she  do than that?" 
anxiously inquired h is  friend. 

"She'll come back again," re1)lit.d 
Jamie,  ruefully. 

"Dol)l)ins, the a r t  cri t ic,  has roasted 
my 1)ictures unmercifully." 

"L)on't mind tha t  lello\v. He's no 
idea o f  his o\\.n; he  only repeats l ike 
a parro t  what  others say."-Sczs York 
CTobcp. 

Heard at  the Station 
"\\There's t he  bulldog?" 
"In the  baggage car." 
"On a w o u n t  of h is  grip, I suppose." 
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O n c ~  of our staff ar t i s ts ,  Car Fore- 
man S. IV. Brink, uVhile fishing in 
Barren Fork  some time ago had his 
quiet  disturbed, so  to speak, by sun- 
d ry  harsh  sounds proceeding f rom a ', point on the  railroad t rack not  f a r  

! away. 
Upon inrestigation he  discovered 

t h a t  the author  of these and similar 
remarlrs was none other than Road- 
master  J ames  Keough of the Musko- 
gee Sub-division. 

111.. I(eoug11 see~ned  ra ther  p e e v ~ d  
but  ou r  ar t i s t  finally gathered infor- 
mation (well  ~ ~ u n c t u a t e d )  tha t  Mr. 
Keough had been riding on his motor 
- -- 

Pencil Economy 
T h e  s tub  of a n  indelible lead pencil, 

measuring just seven-eighths of an 
inch including the  point, has  been for- 
warded to T h c  Fviwo-dlnn. The pen- 
cil was n-orn tlomn to this meas- 
urement  by Agent 6. T,. Proffer, of Bu- 
coda, 340.. in one of the  metal  pencil 
holders furnished by our  stationery 
department.  

This  i s  another  evidence of the  fac t  
t ha t  lessons in economy and etficiency 
a r e  being taken seriously by the  men,  
a s  they should be. 

ca r  and in fact  had ridden a s  f a r  a s  
mile post Y 407, a t  which point, three 
miles from the  station, i t  had an  at-  
tack of hea r t  failure and the  large  
object which Mr. Keough mas pushing 
was  nothing else than  a n  o~erc .ome 
motor car. 

At one and the same time Mr. 
K13ough mas studying his guide book 
iu an  cdor t  to learn a proper restor- 
ative. 

For t l~natc~ly  oL1r ar t l s t  had his 
sltetch boolc ready and  was  able to  
s rnd  the  accompany ar t i s t ic  effect of 
Mr. K ~ o u g h  pushing a dead motor c a r  
t h r ~ ~  hot miles. 

- -- - - - - - - - -- - 
- -  -- 

F. I-linklc is a1)l)ointed roadmaste~ '  

of the S l ~ e r m a n  S u b - d ~ v i s ~ o n ,  wit11 

headquarters a t  Francis, Okla., s i ~ c -  

c e e d ~ n g  11. I,. JIelvin, resigned, ef- 

f e c t ~ \ ( )  Sel)temher 13. 

Pat Sclson is  appointed roadmaster 

of the  Ardmore Sub-division, with 

hfadquar ters  a t  Hugo, Okla., succeed- 

ing F. Minlile, transferred, effective 

S ~ ~ l ~ t f ~ m b w  1 .;. 




