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in wheat production. I n  the early days the 
rich grass of the prairies fed,, countless 
thousands of buffaloes and antelopes 
wherc now alfalfa and other cultivated 
grasses feed and fatten their thousands of 
high grade domestic animals. 

The history of Oklahoma since its set- 
tlement by whites, covers but little more 
than a dozen years, but for picturesque- 
ness and positive reqults, it stands in a 
C ~ S S  by itself. Peopled in a day, as u7as 
Oldalioma a t  the original opening, the 
world Ioolced on amazed, and expected 
nothing less than a revrllsion that wotdd 
send thosc tliousands of land hunters back 
whence tiicy came. and a ln~os t  as qnickly : 

read like a romance, but it is yet fresh in 
the minds of the participants and those 
who were interestcd in watching, hence 
no attempt will now bc made a t  a descrip- 
tion. 

Olilal~oma is preeminently an agricul- 
ttlral State, for we may well call her a 
State evcn before a tardy Congress takes 
the action necessary to  set the machinery 
of a lull state government in operation. 
I n  few States has farming Ixen as profit- 
able as in Olilahoma during the past dc- 
cacle. Situated as she is in the central belt 
of the United States, thcre arc few crops 
of thc temperate zone that arc not pro- 
clucctl with profil in Oklahoma. IVhcat is 
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but  they did not know Olclahoma o r  the 
character of tlie people who were in line 
on  the border waiting for the pistol shot 
that woulcl tell t l~e in  that the land was 
theirs for the taking, and who were willing 
t o  risk life in the mad race that followed. 
Following tlie original opening, other sec- 
tions were released t o  the public and 
opened by races for possession, until the 
c~~lmina t ion  in 1901, when 176,000 persons 
journeyed, some of them t l io~~sai~cls  of 
miles, to  the El Reno and Lawton land 
offices to  register for a chance in the great 
clra\ving whose prize was a quarter section 
of rich land in Southwestern Oltlahon~a. 
A history of these various openings would 

the great staple t l ~ a t  has done so much for 
this l'erritory, wllile corn, oats, cotton 
and the leading grasses vie with each 
other ior the second place. I n  some sec- 
tions moderate fortunes are  made annu- 
ally in potato culture, and both the Irish 
and swcet varieties secm t o  do equally 
well. X brief glance a t  some of the pro- 
ducts that  have niade Oklahorna famous 
are  tinicly here. 

WHEAT.-IVhile wheat culture is 
morc general in the northern half of the 
Territory, thcre is not a county that does 
not produce it abundantly. The winter 
varieties are  produced, and the wheat is 
usually pastured during the \\linter, and it 
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is not unusual for horses and cattle to be 
carried through the winter with little or 
no other feed and this without cutting 
down the yield of grain at harvest. The 
wheat yield in Oklal~oina often reaches as 
high as 40 bushels per acre o r  even more, 
and a11 average of 22 to 25 is always ex- 
pected, and the quality is of the best. TLw 
total yield for 1903 will not fall far short cf 
40,000,000 bushels. Many nlills have been 

Corn stalks in 5eld near Chandler, Okln., man G f t .  2 in. 
tall, stalk 14 f t .  * in. high. 

erected throughout the Territory, and 
Oklahoma flour is known far and wide. 
It is sent into many states and even ex- 
ported in large quantities, and recognized 
for its good quality. 

CORN.--While wheat is probably the 
leading crop, corn is a close second in 
acreage, and much greater in number of 
bushels produced. The corn yield per acre 

is about the same in Kansas and Nebraska, 
and tlie quality is similar. The shipment 
of corn is quite large, but every year a 
larger percentage is fed to stock at home, 
thus realizing a double profit on it. I t  is 
now conceded that Oklahoma must event- 
ually take her place among the great corn 
statcs of the Union. 

Ci)'TTi)l\'.-This is another of the 
great staples for which Oklahoma is noted, 
as the soutlierii half is well within tlie cot- 
ton belt, and is already recognized as a 
factor ill the cotton production of the 
country. I n  thc average season, cotton 
picking exlends well into the winter, and 
the writer has seen Oklahoma cotton 
pickers at work in full force in February. 
, , l l ie average yield is about lialf a bale to 
the acre, all1ioug.h a bale is by no nieans 
uncommon. Cotton raising is especially 
attractive to  men of  small means and 
large families, as the work of the children 
can be utilized in cultivating and gather- 
ing the crop. I t  ma); be noted here by way 
of information to those unacquainted with 
cotton culture, that cotton does not 
impoverish land like most c~iltivated 
crops. 

0A'l'S.-When it comes to oat produc- 
tion it is generally conceded that Okla- 
homa is a marvel, a i d  pl~enomenal yields 
are common. I t  is no1 uncoinmon ior oats 
to yield 75 or  80 busllels per acre, and 
even 100 o r  more is frequently reported, 
and the quality is excellent. The writer 
heart1 of one farmer in the Canadiau va- 
ley getting 110 bushels per acre on 120 
acres, and it was of excellent quality and 
heavy weight. In  the  souther^^ counties 
there is a growing interest in the produc- 
tion of a variety of winter oats tha t  is very 
successlul and tnatures early. 

POTATOES.--The cultivation of Irish 
potatoes has grown into a great industry 
in some sections of Olclal~oma, and hun- 
dreds of carloads are annually shipped out. 
Two crops a year are raised, one to  sup- 
ply the early markets of the East and 
North, and the other for winter use for 
both home cons~~mpt ion  and shipment. 
This industry is a profitable and growing 
one. I n  some localities the production 
of sweet potatoes is also an important 
and growing industry, and, as in the case 
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of Irish potatoes, the quality is unsur- 
passed, even by the Georgia product. 

MEL,OI\TS.-The melon industry may 
seem a small one, but it is neither small 
nor unimportant, and is destined to reach 
large proportions. The Oltlahoina canta- 
loupe is said by experts to  equal the Col- 
orado Rocky Fords, and to be as easily 
and more cheaply produced, ~xhile the wa- 
termelon is seldom equaled. 

FRUIT.-Apples, peaches, pears, cher- 
ries and all varieties of berries are raised 
profitably. Being in the same latitude as 
the celebrated fruit belt of South Mis- 
souri and North Arkansas it was a fore- 
gone conclusion that the same success 

important as well as a profitable industry. 
T3oth soil and climate are such as are 
needed for n~aturing the perfect tomato. 

AL,I:ALf;'A.--Evcn a brief description 
of Oldahoma would be incomplete with- 
out especial reference to this crop. Alfalfa 
is successfully grown in all sections and 
in most soils of Oklahoma, and there is no 
more profitable crop. For  cattle, when 
judiciously pastured or used as hay, there 
is no better feed. For  hogs it is the best 
pasture there is, and hogs are often win- 
tered in good order with no other food 
than alfalfa hay. The crop yields enor- 
mously, from 3 to 5 crops being harvested 
a year, and from one to  two and a half 

would be attained here, and experience 
has now proven such to be the case. The 
apple crop the preseut season was good 
afid the quality superior, and the same was 
true as  to the >each crop. Strawberry 
culture is becoming an important industry 
in nlany localities and interest is annually 
increasing. In  addition to the common 
and table varieties of grapes, an excellent 
quality of  wine grape is grown, and wine- 
making will no doubt some time be added 
to the important industries of Olclahoma. 

TOMATOES.-As is the case in South 
Missouri, the growing and canning of to- 
matoes has come to  be looked upon as  an 

Wichita Mountains. 

tons of hay per acre at a cutting. As the 
alfalfa roots go  very deep, dry weather has 
no terrors for the alfalfa grower. In a 
recent excavation alfalfa roots were found 
to have penetrated to a depth of 128 feet. 

O'I'IIER CROPS.-It would be impos- 
sible to make note of all the crops that are 
successfully grown in Oklahoma, but it 
is enough to say that thcre are few crops 
grown in ollr country that are not colti- 
vated successfully there. Among the crops 
that have been thoroughly tested and 
found profitable may be mentioned Kat'fir 
corn, castor beans, sugar beets, 
sorghum, broom corn, timothy, clover 
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and millet, all of which are cultivated to a 
considerable extent. 

LIVE STOCK-There is nothing in 
the shape of domestic live stock that can- 
not be successfully grown in Oklahoma. 
The native grasses are nutritious and 
those under cultivation equally so. T h e  
winters are mild and the close feeding sea- 
son short. I t  is no trouble to raise forage 
crops for pasture and rongh feed, while 
corn and the products of cotton seed put 
on the fat. The climate is as healthful for 
animals as for people, and there are, there- 
fore, no climatic diseases to  make life a 
burden for stock raisers. Every year wit- 

the feeding season for stock is short. 
There is always frost enough to  kill the 
fever germs that are found in frostless 
regions, and therefore the fevers of the 
extreme South never reach here. The 
greater part of the Territory has general!y 
had an abundant rainfall to mature crops, 
and even the extreme western portion is a 
good grass country and therefore good for 
stock. Since it has bcen denlonstrate,l 
that alfalfa and Kaffir corn can be success- 
fully grown in the dryest part of the 'l'cr- 
ritory there is no such fear of drought 2s 

was formerly experienced. Some of the 
western counties, notably Custer ar:d 

Excursion of Immigrntion -4gents Frisco System, Hobart, Okla., Jlar.,  1933, 

nesses a decided improvelnent in the grade 
or quality of Oklahoma live stock, and 
much pride is talien in good stock. What  
is here said of live stock applies equally 
well to poultry of all kinds, and a living in- 
come can easily be secured from a few 
acres devoted to poultry raising. 

CLIMATE.-Oklahoma is located in 
that middle belt of our country which is 
free from the extremes of both North and 
Sonth. While it is in the frost and snow 
belt, the cold is never severe or  lasting. 
Snow seldom lies on the ground more 
than a few days at  a time, and some win- 

I 
ters pass with no ice in any portion thick 
enough for storing, and in most winters 

Washita, are noted for the almost uni- 
forinly good corn crops produced for a 
long period of years, and the opinion is 
becoming more and more prevalent that 
the dry belt is disappearing, and disas- 
trous drought no longer to  be feared. 
Whether Oklahoma ever has a serious 
drought or  not, it is certain that one would 
not be as disastrous as  in the early days 
of Kansas and Nebraska for farmers have 
learned how to farm and what crops to  
raise so as to  guard against its effects. 
There is no dead line in Oklahoma, and no 
section in which the farmer has not been 
successful of late years, unless it be Bea- 
ver county, that narrow neck o r  strip of 
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land exlending to the wcst of OIdahoma 
proper, and scparating the Panhandle of 
Texas iroln Kansas a n d  Colorado, and 
that is as yet mainly occupied as a grazing 
land, and but little farming has been at- 
tempted. 

Ell,UCA'I'ION.-Feiv of the states havc 
better educational facilities than Okla- 
homa, and her public scl~ool system is the 
pride of her people. This Territory was 
fortunate in drawing heavily for citizens 
from Kansas and other states \vhere edu- 
cation had rcached a high state of pcrfec- 
tion, ant1 thus started in with the esperi- 
ence of an old state, but without the ruts 
and set notions of older communities. If 

lahonia, howcver poor, necd go  without a 
good education. 

RAILWAYS.-Oldahoma is rcmarka- 
bly well supplied with railways for a new 
cuinmonivealtl~, the most important and 
extensive of wllicli is the Frisco System. 
I t  crosses the Territory diagonally from 
Northeast lo Southwest, and from central 
Ens1 to the extrcine Southwest, and is 
now rapidly pushing to con~pletion an East 
and '\'\Test linc a little north of the ceuler 
of the Territory. Nearly every county in 
the Territory no\v has one or  more rail- 
roads, and building is by no means over. 
The very fact that so many miles of rail- 
road have been built is conclusive evi- 

not the first building to be crected in a 
new Oklahoma comnlunity, the school 
house was among tlie first, and the church 
was near by. No town was laid out with- 
out  aniple provision being made for 
schools and churches, two great moral 
forces. 'l'he newspaper, another great 
moral and educational force, was univer- 
sally read and liberally patronized from 
the start. The public school system of Olc- 
lahoma is not restricted to narrow limits, 
but is based on comprehensive plans. This 
system consists of graded schools for ru- 
ral districts and towns, a county high 
school, a preparatory school, normal 
schools, an agricultnral and mechanical 
college and a university. No child in 0 1 ~ -  

dcnce that it is a good country, for rail- 
road inanagcrs make thorough investiga- 
tion of a country before building through 
it. 

FUEL-The eastern part of the Terri- 
tory is largely covered with a growth of 
timber that is valuable for lumber and 
fuel, while smaller bodies are found at va- 
rious points throughout the Territory, 
though Oklahoma as a whole is a prairie 
country. Coai is known to exist in large 
quantities in the Osage Indian Nation in 
Eastern Oltlahoma, and is believed to 
exist in other sections, and is found in ex- 
haustless quantites in its twin sister on the 
East, Indian Territory. Oil and natural 
gas have been found in widely separated 




