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THE BROWNWOOD REGION. 
Facts about a rich and fertile district of which but little is k n o m .  

BY W. H. C. 

The Brownwood country, which in- 
cludes all that territory for many miles 
around the city of Brownwood, in Erown 
connty, has become almost as well known 
as Texas itself. There are many things 
that have contributed to make this psr- 
ticular section of Texas far-famed. In thc 
first place, it seems that only the clevercst 
people from all the country, by a 

financial stress, Bro~~nwoocl  grows right 
along and values increase. Mention is ol- 
ten made of the natural advantages of a 
p!ace, and while Brownwood seems to 
have nearly all of these that go to  make 
a city, they do not, as in many placcs, 
stand in the way of the hard work neces- 
sary to the upbuilding of a country. In  its 
location, Frownwood is particularly for- 

i 

- 
kind of tun ate, it being at the intersection of the 

Fort  Worth & Rio Grande division of the 
Frisco System with the western branch of 
the Santa Fe, about one hundred and forty 
miles southwest from Ft .  Worth, and 
about the same distance from any otlker 
commercial center of importance. It is 
on the Pecan River, and the center of the 
famous Pecan Valley of Texas, the very 
heart of the pecan industry of the State, 
where grow the finest paper-shell pecans 
offered on the markets of the world. The 
stream not only furnishes an ample supply 
for the city, but is utilized quite. exten- 

common c onsent, have located in 
Brownwood. They are not only clevcr, 
but they are enterprising, and never let 
an opportunity pass to  let strangers know 
the many advantages of their town anal 
country. This spirit of keeping sometl~ing 
doing all the time attracts much attention 
to Brownwood, and keeps the town sterd- 
ily growing and the country round about 
developing. In this connection it should 
be stated that there has never been a 
boom of any kind in Bro~vnwood; but its 
growth, year by year, has been steady and 
permanent. Even in times of the severest 
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arruy  for irrigation, and its banks are 
lined with large native pecan trees. Near 
the city is perhaps the largest cultivated 
peca~  orchard in the world, there being 
over 11,000 trees in one grove. When it is 
known Lhat as many as seventy-five cays of 
pecans have been shipped from Brown- 
rvood in a single season, that the cars av- 
erage 30,000 pounds each, and sell a t  
about six cents a pound, it will be seen 
what a nice revenue is brought in from 
this source alone. The business is growing, 
and a number of small orchards have been 
planted in the past few years. The water 
supply of the country is ample for all pur- 

tain that land which, in Brown county, 
averages in cost perhaps $10.00 an acre 
now, will produce, one year with another, 
without any irrigation, as good crops, 
fruits and vegetables as any land in the 
State, regardless of value. This is say- 
ing a great deal, but the farmers produce 
figures to  prove it. I t  is no unusual thing 
for land to net the owners, in a single 
year, double its appraised value. A few 
instances are cited to show the productive- 
ness of the soil. A few years ago  a well- 
known agricultural paper offered $100.00 
as a premium for the largest proven yield 
on a ten-acre field of oats, and Brown 

Colol~ldo river bridge on the Brownwood-Brody line of the Frisco System. 

poses, besides the Pecan river, which runs 
diagonally across the county, and the Col- 
orado river, which forms the southern 
boundary, there being some fifteen or  
twenty smaller streams. Wells of good 
water are easily had anywhere from ten 
to one hundred feet below the surface. 
There is now a considerable acreage irri- 
gated in the county, and this is being in- 
creased every year, the water being sup- 
plied from streams, wells and reservoirs. 
But farming is being done successfully, 
and has been for years, without irrigation, 
many dry land farmers contending that, in 
proportion to expense and labor involved, 
the unirrigated lands pay best. I t  is cer- 

County captured the premium over the 
United States, without irrigation or  fertil- 
ization. This gear a prominent farmer of 
the Bangs country, in Brown County, 
threshed 124 bushels of oats from a nieas- 
ured fifteen-sixteenths of an acre, and sent 
a sample of the oats, with a statement to 
that effect, to  the Farmers' Congress. 
Forty-five dollars an acre was netted from 
barley this season after the field had been 
heavily pastured. Another s~tbstantial 
farmer is authority'for the statement that 
his potato patch grew potatoes at the rate 
of 232 bt~shels to the acre. Wheat sent 
from this county to  the agricultural de- 
partment has been pronounced equal to 
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the finest Genessee Valley wheat of New 
York, and, in favorable seasons, forty 
busl~els have been grown to  the acre. The 
past season a great many farmers grew 
twenty-five busliels and over. Two large 
flouring mills a t  Bro~vnwood are kept 
busy day and night, an evidence of the 
large wheat interest of the Brownwood 
country. All cereals grow equally as well 
as wheat, oats and barley. Hays and all 
forage crops produce so abundantly that a 
simple statement of some yields mould 
sound so large that the average reader 

feed country there is no surprise when a : 

person is informed that the cattle interesrs ; 

and general stock interests of the country I 
alone are enough to keep tlie people pro<- 
pcrous regardless of other things. The ' 

mild winters decrease the expense of car- 
ing for stock, malting this one of the lnrg- 
est feeding grounds in the State for fin- 
ishing stock for the markets, which arc 
now easily accessible at F t .  Worth; where 
parties do not care to ship farther north. 
Diseases among stock are almost Ilrr- 
known, the climatic condition heing favor- 

might discredit it Corn this year will 
yield thirty o r  forty bushels to the acre, 
and Mesican June corn, which is exten- 
sively planted as a second, or  catchcrop, 
after the cereals are harvested, produces 
about the same quantity. The sorghums, 
milo maize and Icaffir corn are also heing 
estensively gro\vn now, and produce 
enormous yields. A great deal of atten- 
tion is being paid to  alfalfa now, and as a 
consequence the interest in hogs is in- 
creasing. With such an  ideal grain and 

able for both stuck a i ~ d  people. The cot- 
ton conditions arc most favorable every 
)-ear. l3rownwood has marketed over 
30,000 bales of cotton, and this year will 
exceed over 20,000. The decrease is 
largely due to diversification idea which 
has taken such a hold on the people of the 
county. Perhaps the average crop will 
be a third of a hale, though individual 
cases are cited of ovcr a bale to the acre. 
'T'hcre is seldoin too much rain for cotton, 
never enough to damage it materially, and 
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such thii~gs as boil wcevil or  boll wornis 
are ~u~iinown. I t  is claimed, and with much 
good reasoll, too, that at  this altitude, 
1,500 feet, the boll weevil has never done 
any damage, and, consequently, his dep- 
redations are not ieared. Fruits and veg- 
etables do as well as ulywhere. Brown 
County apples have raKen the blue ribbon 
repeatedly in State Agricultural contests. 
The best l ior t ic~~lt~~i-a1 autliorities say that 
the fine plums mature on the trees morc 
perfectly I~ere than anywhere else in 
Texas, and one man near Bangs, in 
Erown County, is preparing to plant 
eigl~ty acres this fall to plums alone, and 
one man southeast from ~ ' r o ~ m \ v o o d ,  
about twelve miles, is preparing a three 
hundi-cd acre farm to plant in fruit orchard. 
l'caches grow to just  as great perfection 
as in East Texas, and all the berries do as 
well. One Icatling Tesas horticulturist, 
\vho has 111ade a caseiul examination of 
col~ditio~ls here, says that the Brown\vood 
countrjr is bound to become famous as a 
fruit country in the next few years. Po- 
tatoes and other vegetables will be 
planted on a large scale nest year, and will, 
in a short time, be in all the markets of the 
country. I n  I~ealthfulness the country is 

all that co~ild be desired, there being abso- 
lutely no local causes for diseases of any 
l i i ~ ~ d .  'l'he climate builds up most people 
who are run down in health, and many 
come liere for that purpose. With such a 
productive s~~rrouncling country, with its 
adva~~tageous location with reference to 
other large places, with its public-spirited 
citizcn~hip, with the low prices on lands 
and city property, uhen compared with 
other sections, with the cordial welcome 
that 15 extended to new-comers and new 
entcrprises, it requires no prophet to fore- 
tell that Bro\vnwood, already the metrop- 
olis of a large section, will soon talie its 
place in industi~ial enterprises and in pop- 
ulation wit11 cities now much more preten- 
tious. Brow~nvood is already a city of 
some 6,000 people, has the usual enter- 
prises of such places, is noted for its two 
fine colleges, its schools, its cliurclies, its 
manufacturing industries, its large com- 
nlercial interests and many other tltings 
that need not be enumerated in thii arti- 
cle. 'l'here are exceptional opportunities 
in Brownwood for many manufacturing 
enterprises, and in the county for thc 
farmer, stocl<iiian or  l~orticult~~i-ist  who 
wishes to better his condition. 

CHICKEN MONEY I N  DADE COUNTY. 
h larmer whu purchases forty acres of 

ground in Dade county, No.,  is sure to 
get the worth of his m o ~ ~ e y ,  i01- lie is de- 
l~verecl just twice tlie numbcr of acres that 
he bargains ior. This is due to  the fact 
that Uade countj runs from one hill into 
another and all tarms have two sides to 
thcm, up onc hill ancl down another. 

This does not deter the farmers from 
mahing moncy, in fact the hills are the 
aiders and abettors of this feature of the 
Datle c o u n t  man's existence. I t  is a very 
pleasant feature also. Dade county lies on 
the wstern slope o i  the Ozark range, in 
southwestern Missouri, but that side of the 
range has decided creases in it. The ele- 
vation of the county above sea level, at  
its lowest point, is 1,300 feet, while the 

highest parts sometimes gct into the 
lower cloud line. 

Ilade county, despite its rough surface, 
is one of the richest counties in tlie state, 
and ~ t s  people are  supremely happy. 1 
spent a day in Greenfield recently and here 
around the court house square met many 
folk who had never seen any other train 
than those of the Frisco System running 
through the county, and lvho had never 
been fifty miles from their birth place in - 
their whole life, To  then1 a t\vo-ring cir- 
cus was the greatest thing that el-er hap- 
pened and yet they were far more content 
than tlie people I have met in the lobbies 
of tile high-class amusement places of tlie 
biggest n~etropolis. 

Greenfield is the county seat of Dade , ;  
' , 
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and the town is perched nlajestically upon 
a high hill, while in the valleys be- 
low are  rich wheat and corn fields and 
upon the hillsides are  nunlerous orchards, 
each covering several hundred acres. I n  
places where the land is too rough the 
farms are  turned into melon patches, poul- 
try fanns, etc. Dade county is also rich 
in mineral. Ail accurate idea of the wealth 
o l  Dade county is given in the official re- 
port of the governlnent issued in 1900. 
I *  l h e  tolal number of farins in the county 
a t  that time was 2,732, of which all were 
improved with buildings except eighty- 
three. The  total acreage of  these farms 
was 291,434 acres, of which all but SG,S47 
acres were improved. 'rhe value of the 
land and improvements, excepting the 
buildings, was $4,67G,2SO, the value of the 
buildings being $514,410; the live stock 
in Dade county is worth $1,181,211, while 
the value of the products not fed to  live 
stock, for 1900, was $1,215,000. 

The live stock industry of Dade county 
is not a small item. O n  June 1, 1900, there 
were 4,712 calves under one year, 2,717 
steers under two years and 2,257 steers 
under three years. T h e  number of dairy 
cows anlounted to  six thousand o r  over. 
At  that time there were 29,000 hogs and 
277 goats in the county. But now the 
goats are  increasing and the hogs are  in- 
creasing also. Fat  hog shows are  getting 
"faddish" with the farmers and they are  
even malting up purses t o  send some o f  
the best to the fa t  stock shows a t  Kansas 
City and St.  Louis. F r o m  the goats in 
1900 there was shorn 17,850 pounds of 
mohair and from the sheep as  much wool. 

But Lhde county is primarily a county 
gone to  chickens. With them it is not a 
side issue, but as  Mr. Willis King, a well 
known newspaper correspondent who 
traveled through that region recently, 
wrote his paper, " they clothe the children 
with chickens." If Sal o r  Sue o r  brother 
Will wants a new pair of shoes, or  a new 
hat or  something of that sort ,  the parents 
take in a coop filled with fat pullets and 
bring back the desired articles. I t  is just 
like finding it, they say. The  value of all 
poultry in the county on June 1, 1900, was 
$50,336, while the year previous $89,000 
worth had been sold. I n  addition 746,000 

dozen eggs were marlceled from Green- 
field and other sillaller towi~s  in the 
cou11ty. 

1 lie egg shipping business has received 
a great impetus ot late, however, and this 
year onc million dozen eggs were shipped 
from South Greenfield on the Fnsco  Sys- 
tein,to Iiansas City and St.Louis. Paclters 
are  establishing branches all over the 
countj .  Poultry raising is a great deal a 
matter of fashion anyhow, for anywhere 
in Missouri can poultry be raised with pro- 
fit, but onlj  in those counties where one 
neighbor tries to  outdo the other does the 
busincss become of gigantic proportions. 
A t  Springfield, the "queen of the Ozarlts," 
the chicken and egg shipping business is 
one of the most extensive industries of 
that town. 

Greenfield is a model town, inasmuch as 
its people are  moral, rcligious and happy. 
There are  signs carved into the stone 
wallis along the main streets advising the 
passersby to  "get right with God," and 
there are  no saloons in the county. Dade 
county has no town over 2,000 inhabi- 
tants and can therefore maLe liquor selling 
prohibitive by high license. The  people 
are not ill for a c l~ange,  either, as  they say 
drunkenness begets idleness and idleness 
is likewise prohibited in Datle county. I 
never witnessed such activity in a Mis- 
s o u n  town so sinall as Greenfield. Even 
the old Missouri mules seemed in a hurry 
to  get hoine. Speaking- of mules, it seenis 
that the buyers of mules for the Eoer war 
forgot to  come to  Dade and that there is 
a surplus on hand. T h e  hitching rack 
around the court house square on a Satur- 
day afternoon is lined with teams, and 
five-sixths of the teams are  mules. The 
iinplement stores prosper in Dade county 
because of the fact that the farm macllin- 
ery is quiclcly n o r n  out in the rocky soil. 
A hardware drummer told me that he did 
more business in Greenfield than any 
other town in the 5tate twice the size. Cut 
a failure in the valleys is seldom known 
and the farmers are  all getting rich. One 
is impressed a t  once upon reaching Green- 
field ly the sub tan t i a l  appearance of thc 
home< and business houses. T h e  stores 
are  of fine white native stone and the 
houses are  nenly painted. The  farm 




