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Libraries Closings 
The 10 branches and drive-up windows 
will be closed and the Mobile Library will 
not make its scheduled stops on: 

• Monday, June 19
• Tuesday, July 4

Return your books and materials to the 
book drops located at each branch, the 

Library Express West at 3872 W. Chestnut 
Expressway, Library Express East at 3263 
E. Chestnut Expressway, and Price Cutter 
Plus Book Stop at 3260 E. Battlefield 
Road. 

Library branches, drive-up windows and 
the Mobile Library will reopen for normal 
business hours on the day following the 
closure.

Let’s Do Summer “All Together Now!”
A family favorite returns June 1 — the Summer Reading Program 
for tots, kids, teens and adults! 

That’s when readers of all levels — even the tiniest of tots being read 
to — are invited to rack up minutes enjoying a good book, and add 
our suggested activities. For their dedication, they earn free treats 
from area businesses, new books and other prizes. 

The benefits go beyond building 
reading skills. We’re still smiling 
about Mom Lauren Blackmon’s note 
to us during the 2022 program: “The Summer Reading Program has 
been great for my kiddos. My daughter made dinner tonight using a 
recipe from her recent book. That’s a win-win for me!” (The recipe? 
“Sticky Chicken!”)

The theme is “All Together Now,” and features live, free perfor-
mances by Marty Hahn, the Reading Magician; Kiwi the Skate-
boarding Parrot and his human Tora; Emmy Award-winning 
storyteller Bobby Norfolk, and Mad Science of Greater Kansas City, 
which will take kids on an exciting journey through the world of 
chemistry.

Fantastic Fridays return this summer, too! Families are invited to visit local attractions with us for 
stories, songs and tours. And don’t miss a full summer of StoryWalks® (page 27) where families can 
read the pages of a book posted along a park path. StarLab is coming back to the Library Station, too!

We’re especially excited about something new and innovative for kids and families: our Kitchen a la 
Cart. It’s a fully equipped mobile teaching kitchen that includes an oven, burner and sink as well as 
small wares such as safety knives, cutting boards and measuring cups. It enables us to offer hands-on 
programs focusing on basic cooking skills, recipes and creative ways to stretch your food dollars. 
Look for our very first program series, Get Cooking at the Library (page 11).  

Adults can earn reading rewards, too, and drop by the branches for entertainment and skill building 
— from Wits Workout to iPhone for Seniors. The Friends of the Library again sponsors the popular 
Second Sunday Concerts and FilmStubs classic movies at the Moxie Cinema. Just in time for a 
summer cool-off, we’re launching a new book discussion group — Books on Tap, at Wire Road 
Brewing Company in Battlefield. 

I invite you to spend a few minutes with this issue of Bookends. Circle those events you don’t want to 
miss, or do what many of us do — cut out and hang those must-see programs on the fridge!

Have a wonderful, reading-full summer! 

Regina Greer Cooper, Executive Director
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Get into summer reading 
All Together Now!
Join the 2023 Summer Reading Program with a 
friend, with your family or on your own for a summer 
filled with reading challenges and crazy fun activities 
for kids from birth to age 18.

Beginning June 1, pick up a game board at any 
library branch or the Mobile Library, or log on to 
thelibrary.org/summerreading and follow the links to 
register for the reading program that fits you. Start 
logging reading minutes and complete the activities 
to earn great prizes. 

Kids grow their reading skills while they earn great 
prizes.

Game boards help motivate kids to keep reading. 

Kids benefit from being read to, even before they 
can read on their own. It builds pre-reading and 
comprehension skills. Listening to others read to 
them also counts toward their reading time.

• Prizes! Tiny Tots & Preschoolers, Kids and Teens 
can earn a Fresh Start Fine Waiver Card upon 
completing your first activity — as soon as June 1. 
Free book and Summer Youth Passport can be 
picked up beginning June 12 through August 5 at 
any library branch or the Mobile Library.  

• Keep reading! Earn Star Reader entries in the 
end-of-summer drawings. Prizes include book 
bags, coupons for free books, gift cards and more!

• Be amazed by magicians, musicians and mad 
scientists at the programs planned for you. Pages 
4–7.

• Explore our community at five Fantastic Fridays. 
Page 8.

2023 SUMMER READING 
PROGRAM

Starts June 1 • Ends August 5
Tiny Tots & Preschool: Birth–Age 5

Kids: Ages 6–11
Teens: Grades 6–12

Visit thelibrary.org/summerreading
to learn more!

Andy B’s, Chick-fil-A, Diventures, 
Little Caesars, Pineapple Whip, Urban Cup

to learn more!

Thank you to our Youth 
Summer Passport sponsors! 
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ALL TOGETHER NOW! FREE SUMMER PROGRAMS FOR KIDS & FAMILIES

Featured performer:

Bobby Norfolk
Anansi the Spider Stories
Anansi is one of the most 
important characters of West 
African and Caribbean 
folklore, often considered to 
be the spirit of all knowledge 
of stories. Emmy Award-
winning storyteller Bobby 
Norfolk will bring this African 
trickster to life with tales that 
teach timeless values to kids. 
Sponsored by the Missouri 
Arts Council, the Library 
Foundation and the Friends of 
the Library. For all ages.
• Library Center: Saturday,

June 10, 2 p.m. in the
auditorium

Dreams Deferred
All aboard! Jump on the “A” 
train to celebrate the African 
American art, music and 
poetry exploding out of 
Harlem in the early 20th 
century. During this artistic 
journey, Emmy Award-
winning storyteller Bobby 
Norfolk will make stops for 
poetry, prose, vignettes and 
toe-tapping music. The 
evening will begin with a 
meet-and-greet costume 
party so come dressed to 
celebrate and mingle with 
living history figures of the 
literary art movement! 
Sponsored by the Missouri 
Arts Council, the Library 
Foundation and the Friends of 
the Library. For all ages.
• Timmons Hall, Silver Springs

Park: Saturday, June 10,
6:30–8 p.m.

FRIENDS 
OF THE 
LIBRARY

Looking for fun, free events to 
fill your summer? Find more 
programs on pages 27–33!
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ALL TOGETHER NOW! FREE SUMMER PROGRAMS FOR KIDS & FAMILIES

Hoopla! Stories and Songs to Make You 
Wiggle and Giggle
Edu-tainer Will Stuck brings his high-energy 
hilarity to the Library to share some of his favorite 
stories and songs that will have your family rolling 
on the floor with laughter. For preschool–grade 2.
• Library Center: Saturday, June 3, 10:30 a.m. in the 

Story Hour Room

The Fantastic Friends Show
Be surprised as Marty Hahn, “The Reading Magi-
cian,” magically pulls coins and compliments out of 
the air, breaks a long string into tiny pieces, then 
puts it back together and shows the magic that 
happens when we practice good character qualities 
at his exciting new show. For preschool–grade 4.

• Republic Branch Library: Monday, June 5, 3:30 p.m.
• Strafford Branch Library: Friday, June 16, 10 a.m.
• Willard Branch Library: Thursday, July 27, 3 p.m.
• Schweitzer Brentwood Branch: Thursday, July 27, 

6 p.m.

Meetin’ at the 
Ol’ Campground Today
Let Mike and Nancee Micham of 
EznDil take you back to our forefa-
thers’ time when they really did 
need each other to seed, take care 
of stock, harvest and build com-
munity. In folk songs and folk tales, 
funny animal tunes and lore, Mike 
and Nancee keep the tales of the 
pioneers alive and even share a 
few outlaw yarns! The people of 
rural Missouri took care of one 
another to survive. For all ages.

• Ash Grove City Park: Tuesday, 
June 6, 10 a.m.
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Dancing Together
Dancing together is a 
special way to 
increase community. 
Join us for a reading 
of The Circles All 
Around Us by Brad 
Montague, featuring 
dancers from the 
Springfield Ballet. 
After the story, 
participants will have 
the opportunity to join the circle and dance along! 
For age 2–grade 4.

• Schweitzer Brentwood Branch: Sunday, June 11, 
2 p.m.

• Library Station: Tuesday, June 20, 2 p.m. in the 
Frisco Room

• Library Center: Friday, July 21, 6:30 p.m. in the 
auditorium

ALL TOGETHER NOW! FREE SUMMER PROGRAMS FOR KIDS & FAMILIES

Celia’s Sing-Along Dance Party
Celia’s world-famous, one-woman show is a rockin’, 
stompin’, hollerin’ good time. Wear your dancing 
shoes to this party because Celia will rock your 
socks off! For preschool–grade 4.

• Republic Branch: Monday, June 26, 3:30 p.m.
• Schweitzer Brentwood Branch: Tuesday, June 27, 

10 a.m.
• Library Station: Tuesday, June 27, 6:30 p.m. in the 

Frisco Room
• Library Center: Wednesday, June 28, 10 a.m. in 

the Story Hour Room
• Willard Branch: Wednesday, June 28, 3 p.m.

Science is ASTOUNDING
From molecules to mankind, great things happen 
when we come together. Mad Science of Greater 
Kansas City will lead kids on an exciting exploration 
of chemistry and cooperation. For grades K–5.

• Republic Branch: Monday, June 12, 3:30 p.m.
• Ash Grove City Park: Tuesday, June 13, 10 a.m.
• Fair Grove Elementary School: Wednesday, June 

14, 10 a.m.
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All Together with Uke 66
Come enjoy the carefree sounds of 
summer with Uke 66. Rick and Karen 
Maxson form the core of this ukulele 
band and have performed for 
audiences in the Midwest, West 
Coast, Japan, Mexico and Hawaii. 
Uke 66 plays originals and covers, 
from Hawaiian nostalgia to jazz, 
swing, blues and pop. Come 
together and “get your kicks” with 
Uke 66. For all ages.

• Jackson Street Park, Willard: 
Saturday, July 8, 11:30 a.m.

ALL TOGETHER NOW! FREE SUMMER PROGRAMS FOR KIDS & FAMILIES

Peace Magic
Let’s all come together and celebrate World Peace. 
Tommy Terrific will present magic tricks that repre-
sent symbols of peace throughout the world. Help 
Tommy with his magic and learn to say “peace” in 
another language while being inspired to foster 
peace in our homes, communities and throughout 
the world.

• Republic Branch: Monday, July 17, 3:30 p.m.
• Stafford Branch: Tuesday, July 18, 10 a.m.
• Library Station: Tuesday, July 18, 2 p.m. in the 

Frisco Room.

United We Laugh
Do you enjoy watching jugglers and stories told 
with humor and heart? So do we! Join Jay and 
Leslie of Laughing Matters for their show full of 
juggling, tricks and nonsense. For preschool–
grade 4.

• Willard Branch Library: Thursday, July 13, 3 p.m.
• Library Center: Friday, July 14, 10 a.m. in the 

auditorium
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Make your Fridays fantastic at these summer 
events! For kids in preschool through grade 5 and 
their families. Bring your library card — the Mobile 
Library will be parked nearby for all of these 
events. For more information, call 417-616-0585.

Fantastic Friday at the 
Railroad Historical 
Museum
Friday, June 2, 10 a.m.–
noon at the Railroad 
Historical Museum, 1300 
N. Grant Ave. Tracks, 
switches, signals — there 
are a lot of people and 
things that have to work 
together to get trains 
moving. Chug along with 
us to Grant Beach Park, 
where Railroad Historical Museum volunteers will 
explain how it all works, and families can explore the 
train engine, cars and depot! Join library staff for 
train stories, activities and fun.

Fantastic Friday at the Nathan and Olive 
Boone Homestead State Historic Site
Friday, June 9, 10 a.m.–noon at the Nathan and 
Olive Boone Homestead State Historic Site, 7850 
N. State Highway V, Ash Grove. Head out to the-
homestead to experience what life was like on the 
Missouri frontier. Take part in hands-on activities, 
view living history demonstrations and enjoy story-
time in the 186-year-old Boone home.

ALL TOGETHER NOW! FREE SUMMER PROGRAMS FOR KIDS & FAMILIES

Fantastic Friday at the Springfield Art 
Museum
Friday, June 23, 10 a.m.–noon at the Springfield Art 
Museum, 1111 E. Brookside Drive. Explore how 
artists and art can create community at the Spring-
field Art Museum. We’ll have collaborative art 
projects, in-gallery activities and lots more!

Fantastic Friday at the Mizumoto Japanese 
Stroll Garden
Friday, June 30, 10 a.m.–noon at the Mizumoto 
Japanese Stroll Garden, 2400 S. Scenic Ave. The 
Stroll Garden in Nathanael Greene/Close Memorial 
Park is a beautiful place to learn more about Japa-
nese culture. Enjoy stories and songs, and explore 
the beautiful gardens. Admission is free from 
10 a.m.–noon.

Fantastic Fridays

Fantastic Friday at the 
Springfield Conservation Nature Center
Friday, June 16, 10 a.m.–noon at the Springfield Conservation 
Nature Center, 4601 S. Nature Center Way. How do animals, plants 
and humans interact in a natural community? Learn about food 
chains, ecology and nature inclusion by enjoying outdoor and 
indoor activities, stories, crafts and more.   
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24th Annual 
DESIGN-A-
BOOKMARK
CONTEST
Creative kids and teens 
— 805 of them — pulled 
out their pencils, pens 
and paints to share their 
artistic talents and love 
for reading through 
clever designs for the 
Library’s annual Design-
A-Bookmark Contest.

And the winners are…
Grades K–2: Don’t Bug Me 
I’m Reading by Micah 
Enoch

Grades 3–4: The Power to 
Read by Azariah Casterline

Grades 5–6: You Otter 
Read by Natalie Jenkins

Grades 7–8: Untitled 
(various teens reading) by 
Alina Neal

Grades 9–10: Untitled 
(creature with goldfish and 
mushrooms) by Aubrey 
Bailey

Grades 11–12: Untitled 
(fantasy girl walking into a 
book) by Cecilia Villegas

These six winning designs 
have been printed on 
bookmarks available at all 
library branches, the 
Mobile Library and at 
community events 
throughout the year. See 
the winning entries and 
runners-up online at 
thelibrary.org/bookmarks.

Next year’s contest, open 
to grades K–12, will be held 
February 1–March 15, 2024.
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Let a Three Sisters Garden Tour 
Inspire Your Summer Planting
How’s your garden growing? Need some inspiration?

On Saturday, August 26, from 10 a.m.–noon, experience 
community gardening in action. Take the Three Sisters 
Garden Tour at The Fairbanks, 1126 N. Broadway Ave.

On the tour, see firsthand how corn, beans and squash 
plants grow together and depend on each other during this 
tour of the American Indian Center of Springfield’s garden 
at the Fairbanks Envision Center. This tour is handicap-
accessible. Watch for another Three Sisters program this 
fall.

Need more seeds for fall planting? You’ll find them at any 
of the six Heirloom Seed Libraries through November 1, 
while supplies last. Look for Contender Beans, Waltham 
Broccoli, Buttercrunch Lettuce, native plant seeds and 
many others.  

You can also visit thelibrary.org/seedcatalog to see the 
varieties available in the seed library displays at the Library 
Center, Library Station, Midtown Carnegie Branch, the 
Mobile Library bookmobile, the Republic Branch and the 
Schweitzer Brentwood Branch. 

What’s a seed library? It’s a collection of seeds that you can 
“borrow” with your library card to plant and grow your 
own food, herbs and flowers. After your plants mature and 
“go to seed,” you save the seeds and return them to the 

We Are One! 
Celebrate Juneteenth with a 
Cultural History Tour June 3–18.

In honor of Juneteenth, take a 
cultural tour of the African Ameri-
can community. 

Beginning June 3, pick up an “I Too 
Am America” passport at any 
Springfield-Greene County Library 

or at Barnes & Noble, 3055 S. Glenstone Ave., to guide you 
as you explore African American timeline history and 
learn more about contributions that were made while 
striving toward freedom.

For more information, contact the Springfield-Greene 
County Park Board’s Timmons Hall at 417-512-6070. 

This program is presented in partnership with the 
NAACP Springfield Chapter, Community Partnership of 
the Ozarks, the City of Springfield and the Springfield 
Convention & Visitors Bureau.

All Together Now!
2023 Summer Reading 
Program for Adults
Starts June 1 • Ends August 5

Register at thelibrary.org/summerreading
and log books. Or, log your registration 
and books on forms available at the 
checkout desk of any library branch or the 
Mobile Library. Log five books and get a 
Library logo prize! Keep reading all 
summer long. Every book you log earns 
an entry into our end-of-summer prize 
drawings for a book lover’s gift basket! 
Winning entries will be drawn and winners 
notified on August 7 by email or phone. 
Sponsored by Friends of the Library. 

library so they can be shared with others the next season. 
Learn more about it at thelibrary.org/seedlibrary.

The Three Sisters Garden Tour is provided in partnership 
with the American Indian Center of Springfield and 
Springfield Community Gardens.
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Get Cooking at the Library!
Learn to cook with us and our new 
kitchen on wheels!

The Kitchen a la Cart is a fully equipped 
mobile teaching kitchen that includes 
an oven, burner and sink as well as small 
wares such as safety knives, cutting 
boards and measuring cups.

We’re partnering with the University of 
Missouri Extension Greene County on a 
series of hands-on programs for kids and 
adults, focusing on basic food and culinary 
literacy such as basic kitchen skills, accessible 
recipes and creatively stretching food dollars. Our other 
partner, Springfield Community Gardens, has agreed to 
provide fresh produce for the programs.

Why “Cooking at the Library”? It helps build confidence, 
encourages an adventurous palate and helps kids develop 
math, reading and team-building skills through food prep. 
Join us for this cooking series, where young chefs work 
together with their adult caregivers to learn the art of 
making a meal. The series continues this fall.

Three programs will be in the Maker Space of the Mid-
town Carnegie Branch Library for grades 3–7. To register, 
call 417-862-0135.

• Saturday, June 24, 1–3 p.m. Tools of the Trade for Kid 
Chefs. Work together to learn how to prepare recipes, 
kitchen safety and cooking skills. Registration starts June 10.

• Saturday, July 22, 1–3 p.m. Kids Keeping it Cool in the 
Kitchen. Learn about food safety, recipe preparation 
and mealtime dos and don’ts. Registration starts July 8.

• Saturday, August 19, 1–3 p.m. The Art of Meal Plan-
ning for Kid Chefs. Come together to learn how to 

Get Cooking at the Library!

literacy such as basic kitchen skills, accessible 
recipes and creatively stretching food dollars. Our other 
partner, Springfield Community Gardens, has agreed to 

Why “Cooking at the Library”? It helps build confidence, 

plan healthy meals and set the table for a tasty dining 
experience. Registration starts August 5.

And here’s one for the adults:

• Saturday, August 26, 2–4 p.m. for adults in the Midtown 
Carnegie Branch upstairs meeting room. Stored for 
Freshness. Tired of wasting produce? Learn some tested 
methods of getting a longer life out of your fruits, 
vegetables and herbs.  

These programs are provided in partnership with the 
University of Missouri Extension Greene County and 
Springfield Community Gardens. The Kitchen a la Cart 
project is supported by the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services under the provisions of the Library 
Services and Technology Act as administered by the 
Missouri State Library, a division of the Office of the 
Secretary of State.

Notary Service For All Your Needs
You can get important 
documents notarized at three 
libraries.

A certified Notary is on staff 
at the branches listed below. 

Notary service is $5 per visit. Certified copies are $3–$5 
per visit.

Maximum Notary fees are specified in the Revised Statutes 
of Missouri, Chapter 486, Sections 685, 960 and 1160.

Appointments are required. For more details or for an 
appointment, call

• Library Center, 417-883-5341
• Library Station, 417-616-0683
• Schweitzer Brentwood Branch, 417-883-1974

Book Your Next Meeting with Us!
Reserve your
meeting space using 
Reserve a Room, at 
rooms.thelibrary.org.

No account or 
password is required. 
Select a date and the 

library branch you prefer, and check for available rooms. 
The site includes photos of each room, seating capacity, 
amenities and equipment. Enter a valid email address to 
make a reservation. A staff member will send an email 
confirmation. 

No access to email, or need immediate booking assistance? 
Call any library branch for help. Not sure which type of 
room you need? Ask a librarian for details.
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Book Vending 
Machines? Yes! 
Open 24/7
You can check out a book or DVD 24 
hours a day, seven days a week at two 
outdoor kiosks — the Library Express 
East and Library Express West. Look 
for the big green LIBRARY sign!

Just use your library card to reserve and 
pick up holds — we’ll alert you when 
they’re ready for pick up. You can also 
return items or check out an item from a 
large selection in the kiosk. 

The Library Express East is at 3263 E. 
Chestnut Expressway, on the Frisco 
Building parking lot near U.S. 65.

The Library Express West is at 3872 W. 
Chestnut Expressway, on the Orchard 
Plaza lot.

Learn more at thelibrary.org/expresseast 
and thelibrary.org/expresswest.

Embark on a thrilling 
exploration of science 
or catch a glimpse into 
Springfield’s early days 
with a free pass to the 
Discovery Center of 
Springfield or the 
History Museum on the 
Square. Dig for dino-
saurs, ride the High-
Wire bike, encounter a 

Wild Bill Hickok shootout, and immerse yourself in 
the Birthplace of Route 66.

All you need is your library card, and you can check 
out a pass at any Springfield-Greene County 
Library branch, Mobile Library, or Library Express 
East and Library Express West 24-hour kiosk. 
Passes admit up to six people and are valid for 
seven days. 

Look for the display in the libraries to check out a 

Visit the Discovery Center of Springfield or the History Museum on the 
Square With Your Family for Free!

pass for either museum with your valid library card.

For more information and guidelines about the 
passes, visit thelibrary.org/passes.

The History Museum on the Square is at 154 Park 
Central Square. The Discovery Center of Spring-
field is at 438 E. St. Louis St.
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Paper Flowers
Saturday, July 29, 2–4 p.m. for adults. Learn how 
to cut paper flowers on the Cricut Maker, then 
follow along with a Creativebug tutorial to learn 
how to assemble them into a beautiful bouquet. 
Registration starts July 15.

Back to School With the Maker Space
Tuesday, August 1, 2–4 p.m. for grades K–5. Learn 
what you can do in our Maker Space and leave 
with a personalized, laser-engraved pencil and a 
decorated notebook. Registration starts July 18.

Custom Pinback Buttons
Monday–Saturday, August 7–12, 10 a.m.–5 p.m. 
for grade 6–adult. Decorate your backpack, jacket 
or bag with custom pinback buttons. Library staff 
will teach you how to create or upload your very 
own design to make something unique to you. 
Materials will be provided. Registration starts 
July 24.

Maker Space
You Can Make It, Fix It, Preserve It at the

Love to create? Does your homegrown hobby need a high-tech 
touch? Crafters, entrepreneurs and master fix-its of all ages love 

to use the Maker Space tools to create signs, letter T-shirts, 
preserve slides and movies, solder circuits and fix toys.

Call 417-837-5011.

13Bookends
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LIBRARY 
SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR 
BUSINESS 

NEEDS

Whether you’re starting a new business or working to grow an existing business, 
The Library offers resources to meet your needs, and expert staff who can connect 

you to library tools and community resources. Visit thelibrary.org/business to access 
all of our Business Connect services, including tools for business research and 

training opportunities.

Closing Your G.A.P. — 
Gratitude, Attitude and Passion
Tuesday, June 13, 2 p.m. at the Sch-
weitzer Brentwood Branch. Director of 
Entrepreneurship with the Joplin Area 
Chamber of Commerce Doug Hunt 
works closely with new startup busi-
nesses, coaching them through early 
growth, stabilizing and eventually 
graduating from two incubators he 
manages. Hunt is a national keynote speaker inspiring 
audiences with the power of gratitude. He’s also the 
youngest person in Joplin to be elected to the Joplin City 
Council at age 25. Hunt will share his story and provide a 
path for others pursuing entrepreneurship. Presented in 
partnership with SCORE Southwest Missouri. Registration 
starts May 30; visit thelibrary.org/programs or call 417-883-1974.

LinkedIn Like a Pro
Wednesday, June 21, 2 p.m. virtual. 
Getting your LinkedIn profile up to 
date is important when applying for a 
job or letting people know you’re 
available for work. Mel Lambert, 
director of Adult and Community 
Services at the Kirkwood Public 
Library, will discuss tips for how to 
keep your profile updated, making it searchable and letting 
people know who you are and what you are doing. Registra-
tion starts June 7; visit thelibrary.org/programs or call 
417-883-1974.

ARTrepreneurship in the Ozarks
Monday, June 26, 10 a.m.–noon. Making a living in the arts 
can be an art, itself. Spend the morning with a panel of 
self-employed artists and learn from their challenges and 
successes and how they’ve turned their passion into a career.

Made Here:

Salon Service Group
Monday, July 17, 1:45 p.m. at the 
Salon Service Group Headquar-
ters, 1520 E. Evergreen St. Have 
you ever wondered where your 
salon gets those amazing products 
or how they know which products 
are best for you? Salon Service 
Group is a wholesale distributor 
that partners with some of the finest hair care 
companies in the world to bring professional prod-
ucts, education, unparalleled service and support to 
salons across 19 states through a unique and beautiful 
shopping experience. Owner Gino Barbo opens his 
doors to us for a peek inside the Springfield headquar-
ters. Q&A will follow the short tour presentation. 
This tour involves 30–40 minutes of walking and 
standing. The building is handicap-accessible. 
Limited to 25 participants. Registration starts July 3; 
visit thelibrary.org/programs or call 417-616-0683.

Debunking the Franchise Myths: 
More Than Burgers and Fries
Tuesday, July 18, 6 p.m. in Library 
Center meeting room A. Could a 
franchise be your path to business 
ownership? Franchise expert Carl 
Gerhardt will discuss franchise owner-
ship and operation, and what opportu-
nities are available in southwest 
Missouri. Presented in partnership with 
SCORE Southwest Missouri. Registration starts July 3; visit 
thelibrary.org/programs or call 417-883-1974.
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Make it more than a walk in the woods and check out an 
Adventure Backpack. Use the gadgets and field guides to 
learn while you explore on your next outing — to the 
backyard, a city park or an Ozarks forest!

You can check them out for three weeks from your 
neighborhood branch, or request one through thelibrary.
org/catalog to be sent to your library or Mobile Library. 
Search for the newest additions with keyword Adventure 
Backpack: Bugs, and Adventure Backpack: Geology.

• Adventure Backpack: Bugs: “Heads and Tails: Insects,” 
“Backpack Explorer: Bug Hunt: What Will You Find?”; 
insect and butterfly net; Port-O-Bug container; magnify-
ing glass; and Missouri Butterflies & Pollinators Pocket 
Naturalist® Guide.

• Adventure Backpack: Geology: “Fossils for Kids: A 
Junior Scientist’s Guide to Dinosaur Bones, Ancient 
Animals, and Prehistoric Life on Earth”; sand sifter sieve; 
mini trowel set; magnifying glass; natural crystal collec-
tion specimen box for kids with magnifier; and Geology, 
Pocket Naturalist® Guide.

You can also check out: 

• Adventure Backpack: Nature Exploration: “Backpack 
Explorer: On the Nature Trail” and other books and field 
guides; binoculars; a Dip Net; Leave No Trace Ethics 
Card; magnifying glass; and a Port-O-Bug container.

• Adventure Backpack: Birdwatching: “Backpack 
Explorer: Bird Watch” and other books; bird field guides; 
binoculars; Leave No Trace Ethics Card; and “National 
Geographic Kids Look and Learn: Birds” book.

• Adventure Backpack: Animals: “Animal Babies in the 
Forests” and other books and field guides; animal scat 
keychain ID guide; binoculars; Leave No Trace Ethics 
Card; magnifying glass; and “Wildlife Ranger Action 
Guide: Track, Spot & Provide Healthy Habitat for 
Creatures Close to Home.”

• Adventure Backpack: Plants: “Baby 101: Botany for 
Babies,” “Backpack Explorer: Discovering Trees: What 

Will You Find?” and other books and field guides; Leave 
No Trace Ethics Card; magnifying glass; and a Wing-
Nut Plant Press.

The backpacks were developed by staff of the Springfield-
Greene County Library District and funded in part by 
Gregory S. Beard and the Republic Walmart. The Bugs 
and Geology backpacks were partially funded by the 
Missouri Master Naturalists.™

15Bookends
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programs for adults
In the Community
Downtown Game Night
Fridays, June 9, July 14 and August 11, 5–7 p.m. at the 
Green House Coffee + Affogato Bar, 431 S. Jefferson Ave. 
Drop in to play board and card games, and treat yourself to 
a coffee or affogato. Choose from our selection of games or 
bring your own.

FilmStubs
Wednesdays, 7–9 p.m. at the Moxie Cinema, 305 S. 
Campbell Ave. #101. Both novice and seasoned cinephiles 
are welcome to join our free viewings of classic and cult 
films at The Moxie, with discussion after the films. 
Sponsored by Friends of the Library.
• June 14: “Dazed and Confused,” rated R.
• July 12: “Pleasantville,” rated PG-13.
• August 9: “Brick,” rated R.

Three Sisters Garden Tour
Saturday, August 26, 10 a.m.–noon at The Fairbanks, 1126 
N. Broadway Ave. See firsthand how corn, beans and 
squash plants grow together and depend on each other 
with a tour of the American Indian Center of Springfield’s 
garden at the Fairbanks Envision Center. This tour is 
handicap-accessible. Watch for another Three Sisters 
program this fall. Provided in partnership with the 
American Indian Center of Springfield and Springfield 
Community Gardens.

Ash Grove Branch Library
Exploring Languages
Thursdays, June 8 and 22, July 
13 and 27 and August 10 and 
24, 4–5:45 p.m. Have you ever 
wanted to learn another 
language? Join us each season 
as we explore a different language. For the summer of 2023, 
we are learning all about American Sign Language. All 
levels of experience are welcome.

Flying Needles
Tuesdays, June 13, July 11 and August 8, 1:30 p.m. Bring 
your knitting and crochet projects and join other fiber 
artists on the second Tuesday of every month. Work on 
your current projects, share patterns and ideas, and check 
out our knitting and crochet resources. Some supplies will 
be provided. All levels of experience are welcome.

Dabbling In Art
Tuesdays, June 20, July 18 and August 15, 4–6 p.m. for age 
15–adult. Join us for an evening of painting! Whether 
you’re a beginner or a professional, come try your hand at 
something new, learn from others and have a fun time 
being creative. Materials will be provided. Local artist 
Lindsey Gorley will join us on June 20.

“All My Love, George…Letters from a WWII 
Hero”
Friday, July 7, 4–6 p.m. Meet local author Darla Noble and 
learn about one of our state’s true heroes, George Burks. 
This interactive presentation includes a hands-on display 
of WWII memorabilia, including George’s original letters 
and war medals, a brief reading from Noble’s book and 
time for questions and discussion. Books will be available 
for purchase and signing. 

Beginning Genealogy
Thursday, August 10, 10:30 a.m. Learn how to begin 
researching your family tree using printed and online 
resources available through The Library, with help from 
Local History Associate Renee Glass.
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Library Center

Second Sunday Concert
Sundays, 2 p.m. in the auditorium. Sponsored by Friends of 
the Library.
• June 11: Adamant Faith is a folk-pop group from 

Springfield with backgrounds in music composition, 
musical theater and bluegrass.

• July 9: The Dulcimer Guy, Mike Anderson, will 
present a collection of songs, stories and a wide variety of 
strange musical instruments to entertain the entire 
family.

• August 13: Chigger Creek Band, a high-energy, acoustic 
bluegrass band, performs a wide variety of bluegrass, 
country, folk and gospel music.

Flower Pounding
Thursday, June 15, 6–8 
p.m. in the auditorium. 
Flower pounding is a 
fun and easy way to 
make beautiful water-
color-like floral prints 
on fabric using a 
hammer and fresh 
flowers. Materials will 
be provided. Registration starts June 1; visit thelibrary.org/
programs or call 417-882-0714.

Exploring Genealogy
Wednesdays, 10 a.m. in the auditorium. Sponsored by the 
Ozarks Genealogical Society.
• June 21: Using DNA with Genealogy, by Lana 

Leggett-Kealey. Certified Genealogist® Lana Leggett-
Kealey uses all forms of DNA and documentary evidence 
to research family history. She has worked with adoptees 
to identify their biological origins, and has led several 
classes on genetic genealogy at the Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute at Dartmouth College.  

• July 19: Augusta to Mobile, 1803–85: The Federal 
Road, by Gay Solomon. Did your ancestors emigrate 
west in the pre-Civil War era? Established in 1805, the 
Federal Road provided a route across the Creek Nation, 
now Georgia and Alabama, for postal workers, military, 
migrants and pleasure travelers. Participants will learn to 
use first-person narratives, land plats and territorial 
papers to understand conditions encountered by those 
who traveled or lived along this trail. 

• August 16: Righting Your Wrongs Through Writing,
by Lori Thornton. Writing ancestral narratives offers an 
opportunity to review older research and correct earlier 
errors. Writing helps identify gaps in research, add 
contextual information and meet genealogical standards. 
Academic librarian and professional genealogist Lori 
Thornton will use case studies to demonstrate the 
usefulness of writing.

KWTO Radio: Keep Watching the Ozarks
Thursday, July 20, 7 p.m. in the 
auditorium. Review the highlights of 
the dominant radio voice of the 
Ozarks in its first 50 years. “The Old 
Record Collector” Wayne Glenn will 
discuss the important role that 
KWTO radio and its manager Ralph 
Foster played in entertaining the 
Ozarks and influencing its culture.

All Together Now: Community Volunteer Fair
Saturday, July 22, 2–6 p.m. in the auditorium. Looking for a 
fun way to make a difference in your community? Browse 
over 40 local volunteer opportunities and connect with 
organizations that need someone like you to help them 
meet their goals.
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Si Siman and Country Music at the 
Crossroads of Route 66
Thursday, August 3, 7 p.m. in the auditorium. Springfield 
native Si Siman began his professional radio career in 1946 
at KWTO, where he sold advertising and promoted the 
hillbilly radio show “Korn’s-A-Krackin’.” But his most 
significant contribution to Ozarks music history was his 
role in the Ozarks Jubilee. Join Dr. Kitty Ledbetter for a 
look into Siman’s work creating and developing Ozarks 
Jubilee and his indelible mark on country music in the 
Ozarks. 

On Tour: Great 
Concerts in the 
Ozarks
Thursday, August 17, 7 
p.m. in the auditorium. 
For decades, artists like 
Elvis Presley, Willie 
Nelson, Garth Brooks, 
Tina Turner and the 
Eagles have enter-
tained audiences 
throughout the 
Ozarks. Local History 
Associate Michael 
Price will discuss these 
and other memorable 
musical performances 
from Hammons 
Student Center to 
Branson.

Library Station
Felt Ball Oil Diffuser
Saturday, June 17, 2–3:30 p.m. in the Frisco Room. Create a 
sustainable air freshener to hang in your house or car using 
felt balls and essential oils. Materials will be provided. 
Registration starts June 2; visit thelibrary.org/programs or call 
417-616-0683.

Sean Gaskell: West African Kora
Thursday, July 6, 6:30 p.m. in the Frisco Room for all ages. 
Musician Sean Gaskell will give a performance and 
educational demonstration on the kora, an ancient, 
21-string harp from West Africa, featuring traditional 
songs that are the heart and soul of the kora’s musical 
repertoire. Sponsored by the Friends of the Library.

Library Center continued

On Record: The 
Artistry of Michael 
Bunge of Granny’s 
Bathwater
Tuesday, July 25, 6:30 p.m. in 
the auditorium. Michael 
Bunge (1947–1976) was a 
talented and charismatic 
musician who exerted a 
powerful presence in Spring-
field music in the 1960s and 
70s with his band Granny’s 
Bathwater. Starting as a small 
blues-rock combo, Granny’s 
quickly evolved into a larger 
ensemble and was destined for greatness, but tragedy 
intervened when the bandleader died in an auto 
accident. This session will include rare music and 
conversation with Bill Jones, a member of Granny’s 

Bathwater and the Ozark Mountain Daredevils, along 
with other musicians and friends of the one-of-a-kind 
Michael Bunge. Hosted by Michael Kuelker, author of 
“The Ozark Mountain Daredevils on Record.”

Michael Bunge Granny’s Bathwater 1975–1976  |  Photos © Courtesy of Jim Mayfield

Garth Brooks at Hammons Student Center, 
September 17, 1992. Courtesy of Springfield 
News-Leader
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Escape Room: Trial of the Station
Saturday and Sunday, July 15 and 16, 10:15 a.m.–3:15 p.m. in 
the Frisco and Santa Fe rooms. You have been trapped in 
the mystic temple in an attempt to help the hero of legend 
save the princess. Now you must find the treasure and 
escape before time runs out! Call to register a group of 6 or 
less for a time slot. Registration starts July 1; call 417-865-1340.

Make a Mood Page
Thursday, August 10, 6:30–8 p.m. in 
the Santa Fe Room. Discuss and 
make a mood page inspired by “Ella 
Minnow Pea: A Progressively 
Lipogrammatic Epistolary Fable” by 
Mark Dunn or any book of your 
choosing. Materials will be pro-
vided. Registration starts July 26; visit 
thelibrary.org/programs or call 
417-616-0683.

Follow Along: Image Transfer
Saturday, August 19, 2–3:30 p.m. in the Frisco Room. Take 
a beginner course in transferring printed images as we 
follow a class on Creativebug. Materials will be provided. 
Registration starts August 4; visit thelibrary.org/programs or call 
417-616-0683.

Midtown Carnegie Branch Library
*Note: The elevator from the basement to the 2nd floor 
is not operational. Please contact us two weeks prior to 
a program if you need special accommodations.

Craft with Pride
Wednesday, June 7, 2–4 p.m. in the Maker Space. Custom-
ize a yarn Pride flag or choose any colors to express 
yourself as we follow a class on Creativebug. Materials will 
be provided.

Foundation Directory for Nonprofits
Wednesday, June 14, 10 a.m.–noon in the Computer 
Training Center. Looking for grants for your nonprofit 
organization? As part of Candid’s Funding Information 
Network, the Springfield-Greene County community has 
access to the Foundation Directory Online, with informa-
tion on over 100,000 foundations and over 2.5 million 
recently awarded grants. Registration starts May 30; visit 
thelibrary.org/programs or call 417-862-0135.

Portrait Photography with the Southwest 
Missouri Camera Club
Saturday, June 17, 2–4 p.m. in the upstairs meeting room. 
The Southwest Missouri Camera Club presents an exhibit 
celebrating unity and diversity in support of the Library’s 
2023 Summer Reading theme, “All Together Now.” The 
exhibit opening runs two hours, with a half-hour presenta-
tion on portrait photography at 2:30 p.m.

Fix-It Fair
Saturday, July 15, noon–4 p.m. in the Read-
ing Room. Give your household appliances, 
mechanical items and even clothes a new 
lease on life and reduce waste. Volunteer 
fixers will help repair your fixable items. No 
oversized, gas-powered items or safety 
hazards. Presented with Community 
Partnership of the Ozarks.

Get Cooking at the Library: 
Stored For Freshness
Saturday, August 26, 2–4 p.m. in the upstairs meeting 
room. Tired of wasting produce? Learn some tested 
methods of getting a longer life out of your fruits, vegeta-
bles and herbs.

Park Central Branch Library
First Friday Art Walk
Fridays, 6:30–9 p.m. Join us for First Friday Art Walk and 
the opening of a new exhibit.
• June 2: Painter Jason Martin presents “Color Your 

World.”
• July 7: Photographer Ryan Burton presents “Living in the 

Ozarks.”
• August 4: Painter Alison Simmons presents 

“Turbocharge.”

Foreign Film Discussion
Saturdays, 10:30 a.m.–noon. Discuss foreign films with 
cinephiles. Find a DVD copy of the monthly selection to 
watch in advance at thelibrary.org/catalog.
• June 17: “Hunt for the Wilderpeople,” rated PG-13.
• July 15: “Woman at War,” not rated.
• August 19: “Mood Indigo,” not rated.

Schweitzer Brentwood Branch Library
Craft & Tell
Saturdays, June 3, July 1 and August 5, 10:30 a.m. Spend an 
hour working on a craft project of your own while chatting 
with fellow crafters. If you enjoy fiber arts, needlework, 
drawing or any other craft that is portable, quiet and 
doesn’t make a mess, this group is for you!
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Schweitzer Brentwood Branch continued

Wits Workout
Wednesdays and Fridays, June 7–30, 3 
p.m. Increase your brain health with 
brain games and socialization during 
this eight-part series presented by 
Amber Allen, field specialist in human 
development and family science with 
the University of Missouri Extension, 
and developed by the University of 
Illinois Extension.

iPhone Class for Seniors
Thursdays, June 8 and 22, July 13 and 27 and August 10 and 
24, 10 a.m.–noon. If you’re an older adult who would like to 
get more out of your iPhone or iPad, join us for free classes 
taught by veteran instructor Julie Mahaffey. This is a 
six-part series that covers different topics at each session.

Summer Book Buzz
Thursday, June 8, 7 p.m. The Library has all of your 
summer reading list needs covered! Join your local librar-
ians as they share the buzz about new and upcoming titles, 
and snag some swag and Advance Reader Copies to add to 
your TBR (to be read) pile.

Too Hot to Handle: Outdoor Fire Safety
Monday, June 12, 10 a.m. Brody Harrison, clinical supervi-
sor with Springfield Mercy Burn Center, will discuss 
outdoor fire safety, covering topics such as burning leaves, 
firework safety and outdoor cooking. Presented in partner-
ship with the Springfield Mercy Burn Center.

Travelogue
Thursdays, 2 p.m. Sit back, relax and explore a new place 
on the third Thursday of each month.
• June 15: Louisiana Road Trip. Library staffer Maia 

Hackett will share photos and stories from her two 
vacations to Louisiana. From alligator swamps to historic 
homes, a quiet sunset over False River to Mardi Gras 
weekend in New Orleans, Maia and her husband enjoyed 
nature, architecture, delicious food and rich history and 
culture.

• July 20: Taping a Game Show in Los Angeles. Local 
History Associate Brandon Broughton shares his recent 
experience as a contestant on one of America’s most 
popular game shows. Get the inside scoop on L.A., Santa 
Monica, Culver City and more as he shares photos and 
anecdotes of his five-day trip, offers insider tips for game 
show fans and reflects on his experience.

• August 17: Star Trek: The Cruise. Library staffer and 
Star Trek fan Sarah Bean Thompson shares about the fan 
event of a lifetime — Star Trek: The Cruise. Through 
photos and stories, she’ll share how she spent the week 
among fellow fans, various actors, writers and more, 
while taking part in themed events and visiting ports in 
Cabo San Lucas, Mazatlán and Puerto Vallarta.  

Layton Hollow Gals
Sunday, June 18, 2–3:30 p.m. Melinda Mullins and Betsy 
Mare are the Layton Hollow Gals, named after the 
birthplace of Melinda’s father, Ozarks Grammy-nomi-
nated songwriter Johnny Mullins, who penned hit songs 
for Loretta Lynn, Porter Wagoner and others. They’ll 
share songs from The Johnny Mullins Collection with 
harmony, passion and a good dose of fun. Sponsored by 
Friends of the Library.
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Plarn Mat Making
Saturdays, July 8 and August 12, 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Learn how to make plastic sleeping mats for people in our 
community who are unhoused.
• July 8: We’ll teach you how to make yarn out of plastic 

bags, called plarn, and a loom to weave the mats.
• August 12: Learn how to set up your loom and start 

weaving.

The Shocking Truth About Electricity
Monday, July 10, 10 a.m. Discuss the truth about electrical 
injuries with Keely Leeper, clinical educator with Spring-
field Mercy Burn Center, and hear from local burn survivor 
Jeff Wilson, who will share his life-changing story. 
Presented in partnership with Springfield Mercy Burn 
Center.

Board Game Academy
Mondays, 6–8 p.m. Learn to play a new board game. Our 
experienced instructor and library staff member Adam 
Slemp will guide you through the complicated world of 
new and classic games. Play the game you just learned or 
bring one of your own to enjoy!
• July 17: Party games.
• August 21: Two-player games.

History Explorers: Revolutionary Women
Wednesday, July 26, 6:30 p.m. Members of the Ozark 
Mountain Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution 
will share stories of women who risked their lives and their 
fortunes to serve the cause of liberty during the Revolu-
tionary War.

Summer Scam Awareness 
with the Better Business Bureau
Tuesday, August 1, 10 a.m. Basic per-
sonal information is at risk of being 
stolen every day, and the technology and 
tactics scammers use continues to 
change. Pamela Hernandez, regional 
director for the Springfield Better 
Business Bureau, will show you how to 
identify all forms of a scammer’s 

handiwork, ensuring you never fall for their scams. 
Presented in partnership with the Springfield Better 
Business Bureau.

An Introduction to Contract Bridge
Wednesdays, August 2–23, 6:30–8:30 p.m. Exercise your 
brain and have fun making new friends as you learn to play 
Contract Bridge. Whether you’re a beginner or want to 
update your bidding and play, this class is for you. Mem-
bers of the Bridge Center will give an introductory course 
over four consecutive Wednesday evenings. Registration 
starts July 12; visit thelibrary.org/programs or call 417-883-1974.

Learn, Don’t Burn
Monday, August 14, 10 a.m. Clinical Supervisor with 
Springfield Mercy Burn Center Tara Marsanick will 
discuss first aid for burns and burn risk factors found in 
common household items that can create chemical reac-
tions when mixed together. Presented in partnership with 
Springfield Mercy Burn Clinic.

Strafford Branch Library

The Civil War in the Ozarks
Thursday, July 20, 4 p.m. From large-scale battles like 
Wilson’s Creek and Pea Ridge to small but bitter clashes 
with guerillas, Local History Associate Michael Price will 
discuss life in the war-torn Ozarks.

Willard Branch Library
“All My Love, George…Letters from a WWII 
Hero”
Saturday, June 24, 10:30 a.m. Meet local author Darla 
Noble and learn about one of our state’s true heroes, 
George Burks. This interactive presentation includes a 
hands-on display of WWII memorabilia, including 
George’s original letters and war medals, a brief reading 
from Noble’s book and time for questions and discussion. 
Books will be available for purchase and signing.

Beginning Genealogy
Friday, August 18, 10:30 a.m. Learn how to begin research-
ing your family tree using printed and online resources 
available through The Library, with help from Local 
History Associate Renee Glass.
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book discussion groups

Talk about your latest read with others in these 
book discussions at library branches and in the 
community.

Ash Grove Branch Library 
The YA Book Crew
Thursdays, 4 p.m., for ages 15–25. Discuss young adult 
books with fellow young adults, chatting about new and 
old, well-known and unknown titles.
• June 1: “My Lady Jane” by Cynthia Hand.
• July 6: “The Unfortunates” by Kim Liggett.
• August 3: “Tiger Queen” by Annie Sullivan.

Ash Grove Bibliophiles
Tuesdays, 1:30 p.m.
• June 20: “The Firm” by John Grisham.
• July 18: “The Evil that Men Do: A Dorothy Martin 

Mystery” by Jeanne M. Dams.
• August 15: “Death Benefit” by Robin Cook.

Fair Grove Branch Library 
The Movie Made Me Read It
Wednesdays, 1 p.m. Whether you have seen the big screen 
adaptation or not, read the book that inspired the movie 
and join others the second Wednesday of each month to 
discuss.
• June 14: “The Joy Luck Club” by Amy Tan.
• July 12: “The Talented Mr. Ripley” by Patricia Highsmith.
• August 9: “The Kite Runner” by Khaled Hosseini.

Library Center
Feel-Good Fiction
Thursdays, 7 p.m. in the Harrison Room. Discuss stories 
filled with kindness, humor, heroism, hope, empathy and 
compassion.
• June 1: “The Lost Ticket” by Freya Sampson.
• July 6: “The Patron Saint of Second Chances” by 

Christine Simon.
• August 3: “The Fortunes of Jaded Women” by Carolyn 

Huynh.

Book Discussion 
Wednesdays, 1 p.m. in meeting room B. 
• June 14: “The Secret Life of Sunflowers” by Marta 

Molnar.
• July 12: “West With Giraffes” by Lynda Rutledge.
• August 9: “Everyone in My Family Has Killed Some-

one” by Benjamin Stevenson.

TikTok Made Me Read It
Mondays, 7 p.m. in the Harrison Room. Discuss trending 
books that have been made popular on BookTok and 
connect with fellow readers.
• June 26: “The Davenports” by Krystal Marquis.
• July 24: “The Very Secret Society of Irregular 

Witches” by Sangu Mandanna.
• August 28: “Big Swiss” by Jen Beagin.

Library Station
Spooky Friends Book Club
Tuesdays, 6 p.m. in the Frisco Room. Ghosts, goblins, gore 
and so much more to read about in our horror book club.
• June 6: “Whisper Down the Lane” by Clay McLeod Chapman.
• August 1: “Lakewood” by Megan Giddings.
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Afternoon Book Discussion
Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. in the Santa Fe Room.
• June 22: “Lessons in Chemistry” by Bonnie Garmus.
• July 27: “How to Host a Viking Funeral: The Case for 

Burning Your Regrets, Chasing Your Crazy Ideas, 
and Becoming the Person You’re Meant to Be” by 
Kyle Scheele.

• August 24: “A Separate Peace” by John Knowles.

Midtown Carnegie Branch Library
Mystery Book Club
Tuesdays, 1:30 p.m. in the upstairs meeting room. Discuss 
all manner of mystery, from classic to current, cozy to 
thriller, series and standalone.
• June 13: “A Curious Beginning” by Deanna Raybourn. 
• July 11: “Bluebird, Bluebird” by Attica Locke.
• August 8: “Murder Your Employer: The McMasters 

Guide to Homicide” by Rupert Holmes.

Republic Branch Library
Book Discussion
Thursdays, 2 p.m. 
• June 8: “The Reading List” by Sara Nisha Adams.
• July 13: “The Maid” by Nita Prose.
• August 10: “Lessons in Chemistry” by Bonnie Garmus.

Schweitzer Brentwood Branch
Evening Book Discussion
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.
• June 13: “The Dutch House” by Ann Patchett.
• July 11: “The Bandit Queens” by Parini Shroff.
• August 8: “The Maid” by Nita Prose.

Cookbook Book Club
Tuesdays, 3 p.m. Whatcha got cookin’? Try a recipe from a 
cookbook, then meet with other culinary aficionados to 
discuss how everyone’s recipes turned out. All experience 
levels welcome, food pictures encouraged!
• June 20: Local Ingredients.
• July 18: BBQ and Grilling.
• August 22: Cold and Frozen Foods.

Willard Branch Library
Never Too Old for YA
Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. If you like to read young adult and 
teen literature, join the group for monthly discussions on 
forgotten favorites and newly released titles.
• June 10: “The Hunger Between Us” by Marina Scott.
• July 8: “Hanged!: Mary Surratt and the Plot to 

Assassinate Abraham Lincoln” by Sarah Miller.
• August 12: “Ender’s Game” by Orson Scott Card.

Willard Page Turners
Wednesdays, 2:30 p.m. Chat about books that you can’t 
seem to put down.
• June 14: “I, Robot” by Isaac Asimov.
• July 12: “Burn-In: A Novel of the Real Robotic 

Revolution” by P.W. Singer and August Cole.
• August 9: “The Time Machine” by H.G. Wells.

In the Community
Downtown Book Club
Thursdays, 6–7:30 p.m. at the Downtown Springfield 
Association, 134 Park Central Square, Suite 120. Join us to 
chat about our monthly title while enjoying the urban 
skyline at this library-sponsored book group. Presented in 
partnership with the Downtown Springfield Association.
• June 8: “Queerly Beloved” by Susie Dumond.
• July 13: “Ducks: Two Years in the Oil Sands” by Kate 

Beaton.
• August 10: “The Black Kids” by Christina Hammonds 

Reed.

Northview Center Book Discussion
Fridays, 10:30 a.m. for adults age 55 and older at the 
Northview Center, 305 E. Talmage St. Chat about our 
monthly title with other readers at this library-sponsored 
book group just for older adults.
• June 9: “Circus of Wonders” by Elizabeth Macneal.
• July 14: “The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo” by 

Taylor Jenkins Reid.
• August 11: “Our Missing Hearts” by Celeste Ng.

Books on Tap
Tuesdays, 7 p.m. at Wire Road Brewing Company, 4453 S. 
Timbercreek Ave., Battlefield. Brewing offbeat discus-
sions about books that aren’t in the mainstream.
• June 20: “Big Swiss” by Jen Beagin.
• July 18: “I Have Some Questions for You” by Rebecca 

Makkai.
• August 15: “Jesus’ Son” by Denis Johnson.

Banned Book Club
Thursdays, 5:30 p.m. at BookMarx, 325 E. Walnut St. Read 
books that have recently been in the news for being 
banned or challenged. We’ll discuss the book, the reasons 
it was banned or challenged and ideas surrounding intel-
lectual freedom. Teens age 15 and older are welcome to 
attend with a parent or guardian.
• June 22: “Last Night at the Telegraph Club” by 

Malinda Lo.
• July 27: “Maus” by Art Spiegelman.
• August 24: “The Hate U Give” by Angie Thomas.

Check them out at thelibrary.org/bookdiscussions
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computer training
INVEST IN YOURSELF with free computer skills 
classes at the Library!

Classes take place in the Computer Training Center 
at the Midtown Carnegie Branch Library. 
Registration is required to attend. For 
information or to register, call 417-837-5011.

*Note: The elevator from the basement to the 2nd 
floor is not operational. Please contact us two weeks 
prior to a program if you need special accommodation.

Meet the Computer
Learn the basics of computers including using a mouse and 
a keyboard. Understand the difference between left 
clicking and right clicking. Learn to open programs and 
files. Use the mouse to double-click, scroll and click and 
drag. This class is for beginners.
• Tuesday, June 6, 10 a.m.–noon
• Tuesday, July 11, 10 a.m.–noon
• Thursday, August 10, 2–4 p.m.

Finding Files
Learn to save, organize, copy, move, rename, delete, find 
and manage files and folders on your computer or external 
storage device.
• Thursday, June 8, 2–4 p.m.
• Thursday, July 13, 2–4 p.m.
• Tuesday, August 15, 10 a.m.–noon

Learning Windows 10 and 11
Learn about the Windows 10 and Windows 11 operating 
systems. Explore the Start Menu and Settings menu, and 
learn how to customize your computer. Use tiles to launch 
apps and to access other programs on the computer.
• Tuesday, June 13, 10 a.m.–noon
• Thursday, July 20, 2–4 p.m.
• Thursday, August 17, 2–4 p.m.

Internet Basics
Learn how to navigate the internet using your browser’s 
menus and toolbars. Access websites by typing in a web 
address or using search engines. Learn how to change your 
home page and add a website to your favorites.
• Thursday, June 15, 2–4 p.m.
• Tuesday, July 25, 10 a.m.–noon
• Tuesday, August 22, 10 a.m.–noon

Internet Safety
Learn what to do to protect yourself and your computer 
when you are connected to the internet. Learn about 
anti-virus programs, internet privacy, how to keep your 
personal information safe and create secure passwords.
• Tuesday, June 20, 10 a.m.–noon
• Thursday, July 27, 2–4 p.m.

Google Tools
Learn to use Google tools including Gmail, Google Meet, 
Google Drive, Calendar, Docs and Sheets, and how to 
access your files across devices. Understand what the 
“cloud” is and how to use it for sharing your files and 
storing them online. 
• Thursday, June 22, 2–4 p.m.
• Tuesday, August 1, 10 a.m.–noon
• Thursday, August 24, 2–4 p.m.

Microsoft Word Basics
Learn the basics of Microsoft Word: create, edit and save 
documents, change font size, style and color, create lists 
and use spellcheck to edit documents.
• Tuesday, June 27, 10 a.m.–noon
• Thursday, August 3, 2–4 p.m.
• Tuesday, August 29, 10 a.m.–noon

Microsoft Excel Basics
Learn how to create and use spreadsheets in Microsoft 
Excel. Add data to a spreadsheet, perform calculations and 
set up spreadsheets for printing. 
• Thursday, June 29, 2–4 p.m.
• Tuesday, August 8, 10 a.m.–noon
• Thursday, August 31, 2–4 p.m.

Want to learn more about business, photog-
raphy, design or web or software develop-
ment? Udemy is an online learning 
platform to help you improve work-related 
skills or develop a personal interest. It 

includes 6,000+ on-demand video courses in multiple 
languages across categories in business, technology, 
design and more. Access to Udemy is free, 24/7 from 
your computer, tablet or smartphone. Visit thelibrary.
org/udemy to set up a free account. A Google or 
Microsoft email account is required. Or you can 
register for a time to take a Udemy course at the 
Computer Training Center by calling 417-837-5011.
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programs for ’tweens & teens
Fair Grove Branch Library

Let’s Play Together
Monday, June 12, 1–3 p.m. for grades 5–12. Do you love 
playing games? Drop in for a fun afternoon of board games. 
Play one of our games or bring your own, and don’t forget 
to bring your friends!

Together, Apart
Monday, July 24, 1–3 p.m. for grades 5–12. Come alone or 
with a friend and learn to make cards and friendship 
bracelets at this card-making workshop. Materials will be 
provided.

Creative Cakes
Monday, August 7, 1–3 p.m. for grades 5–12. Frosting, icing, 
sprinkles galore and more! Come ready for a fun afternoon 
of decorating cupcakes. Registration starts July 24; visit 
thelibrary.org/programs or call 417-759-2637.

Library Center
Teen Game Night
Thursdays, June 22 
and July 27, 6:30–8 
p.m. for grades 6–12. 
Like board games? 
Bring a friend or two 
to play some of your 
favorites at the library.

CSI: The Great Train Robbery
Tuesday, August 8, 3–5 p.m. for grades 4–8. Put your 
ciphering skills and fingerprint knowledge to the test to 
solve the mystery of the Great Train Robbery. Registration 
starts July 25; visit thelibrary.org/programs or call 417-616-0526.

Library Station
Creating Cartoon 
Characters
Friday, June 2, 6 p.m. for 
grades 6–12 in the Frisco 
Room. Grab a pencil, 
some paper and let your 
creativity loose as 
Edu-tainer Will Stuck 
teaches kids the basics of 
creating their own 
cartoon characters. From 
finding the general shape of 
the character to utilizing perspective tips and drawing 
emotion, you’ll leave the workshop with the tools you need 
to create your own fun characters. Registration starts May 
19; visit thelibrary.org/programs or call 417-616-0673.

Teen Night!
Fridays, June 9, 16 and 30, July 7, 14 and 21 and August 4, 11 
and 18, 6–7:30 p.m. for grades 6–12 in the Frisco Room. If 
it’s Friday night, there’s something going on at the Station 
just for teens. Stop in weekly for games, crafts, live action 
role-playing and more.

Teen Anime Night
Fridays, June 23, July 28 and August 25, 6–7:30 p.m. for age 
14–grade 12 in the Frisco Room. Munch on popcorn while 
we watch some of our favorite anime, rated TV-14 or 
under, on Crunchyroll! Popcorn provided.

finding the general shape of 
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Midtown Carnegie Branch Library
*Note: The elevator from the basement to the 2nd floor 
is not operational. Please contact us two weeks prior to 
a program if you need special accommodations.

Back to School Crafts with 
Gadgets From the Maker Space
Monday–Friday, July 31–August 4, 
2–4 p.m. for grades 6–12. Come to 
the Teen Room to decorate a 
notebook, make buttons, magnets 
and stickers for your water bottle or 
Chromebook with our button maker 
and Maker Space Cricut.

Schweitzer Brentwood Branch Library
All Together Now Photo Challenge
For teens in grades 8–12. 
Get creative and start 
snapping! In honor of 
National Camera Day,  June 
29, capture your idea of 
togetherness through 
photography. Drop by the 
Youth Services desk June 
29–July 14 to pick up the 
photo prompts and instruc-
tions for submission. 
Submit your photos by July 17 for a chance to win a prize. 
Submissions will be displayed in the branch 
August–September.

Camp NaNo
Saturday, July 29, 2 p.m. for grades 
8–12. Do you like to write? Beginning 
July 1, come by the Schweitzer 
Brentwood Branch to pick up writing 
prompts. Write throughout the 
month, then share your work for 
feedback in a supportive workshop 
setting. All participants will receive a 
writing prize!

Willard Branch Library
Paint Rocks for Your Garden
Thursday, June 8, 2:30 p.m. for grades 6–12. Paint rocks 
with friends to spruce up your garden. Materials will be 
provided.

Superhero Afternoons
Tuesday, June 20, July 18 and August 22, 2:30–4:30 p.m. for 
grades 6–12. Munch on snacks while watching some of our 
favorite superhero movies, rated PG.
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You’re on your phone anyway, so why not read a book!

Or listen to a digital audiobook. Watch a movie. Or read 
a magazine.

Using your cell phone or any other portable device or 
computer, anyone can borrow and read thousands of 
e-books and more with Libby and Hoopla, two free apps 
available through the Springfield-Greene County 
Libraries.

You can stream titles with Wi-Fi or mobile data, or 
download them for offline use and read, watch or listen 
anytime, anywhere.

All you need is a library card (and that’s simple to get at 
your neighborhood library branch or online at thelibrary.
org/librarycard ).

Get started at thelibrary.org/digital. There’s information for 
Libby or Hoopla, with simple directions for downloading 
either app, entering your library card number, browsing 
and borrowing what you want.

Checkouts are for three weeks; items will disappear after 
that — so no late fees!
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programs for kids & families
In the Community

Enjoy a Summer 

For infants–age 9. Summertime means StoryWalk® time! 
Get out and enjoy nature, get some exercise and enjoy a 
special book, all at the same time! StoryWalks® are acces-
sible during park hours or after school hours. For details, 
please contact the host site.

• June Storywalk® June 1–14 at Battlefield City Park, 5434 
Tower Drive, Battlefield. “Agua, agüita/Water, Little 
Water” by Jorge Tetl Argueta.

• June StoryWalk® June 15–28 at Bingham Elementary 
School, 2126 E. Cherry St., Springfield. “It’s a Tiger!” by 
David LaRochelle.

• June StoryWalk® June 15–July 5 at Nathanael Greene/
Close Memorial Park, 2400 S. Scenic Ave., Springfield. 
“All Are Welcome” by Alexandra Penfold. Help honor 
World Refugee Day on June 20 by enjoying this special 
StoryWalk® about building a strong community. In 
partnership with the International Institute of Southwest 
Missouri.

• July StoryWalk® July 6–19 at Jackson Street Park, 222 W. 
Jackson St., Willard. “Jabari Jumps” by Gaia Cornwall.

• July StoryWalk® July 6–19 at Brookline Park, 2996 E. 
Sawyer Road, Republic. “If You Plant a Seed” by Kadir 
Nelson. This StoryWalk® is along an unpaved path.

• July StoryWalk® July 20–August 2 at Ash Grove City 
Park, 300 E. Parkway St., Ash Grove. “Weeds Find a 
Way” by Cindy Jenson-Elliot.

• August StoryWalk® August 17–30 at Miller Farm Park, 

StoryWalkStoryWalk

1001 S. Hunt Road, Willard. “A Frog in the Bog” by 
Karma Wilson. This StoryWalk® is along an unpaved 
path.

The StoryWalk® Project was created by Anne Ferguson of 
Montpelier, Vermont, and developed in collaboration with 
the Kellogg-Hubbard Library. Storywalk® is a registered 
service mark owned by Ferguson.

Stories in the Park
Tuesdays, June 6, 13, 20 and 27, and July 11–August 29, 10 
a.m. for infants–age 6 at J.R. Martin Park, 300 E. Hines St., 
Republic. Join your favorite children’s librarians for a 
weekly, outdoor storytime featuring stories, songs and 
activities. Meet at The Amp, we’ll move to the pavilion if it 
rains. Provided in partnership with the Republic Parks & 
Recreation Department.

Parrot Party
Wednesday, June 7, 10 a.m. for preschool through grade 4 at 
the Fair Grove Elementary School, 132 N. Main St., Fair 
Grove. Kiwi the Skateboarding Parrot and his human Tora 
will demonstrate the unique characteristics of parrots 
while also astounding everyone in this interactive experi-
ence. Get ready for a dance party and be wowed by this 
parrot’s skateboarding skills!

Community Crops
Fridays, June 16, July 14 and August 11, 10 a.m.–noon for all 
ages at the Ash Grove Community Garden, 703 W. Indus-
trial Drive, Ash Grove. Help us grow our own library 
garden plot at the Ash Grove Community Garden! Volun-
teers will speak on plants, their care and how to make ours 
flourish. Provided in partnership with the Ash Grove 
Community Garden.
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Partners in Survival: 
Teamwork in the Animal Kingdom
For preschool through grade 4. Join our friends from 
Dickerson Park Zoo to learn about the different types of 
symbiotic relationships and discover how and why species 
benefit. With this exciting, interactive presentation, 
children will meet some fascinating animals, discover how 
organisms rely on each other to thrive in their ecosystems, 
and leave with a greater appreciation for the interconnect-
edness of life on Earth.
• Wednesday, June 21, 10 a.m. at the Fair Grove Elemen-

tary School, 132 N. Main St., Fair Grove.
• Tuesday, July 11, 10 a.m. at the Ash Grove City Park, 300 

E. Parkway St., Ash Grove

WONDER-Field Day
Saturday, June 24, 1–3 p.m. for grades K–7 at the Ash Grove 
City Park, 300 E. Parkway St., Ash Grove. Get ready for a 
day filled with fun, friendship and fitness! Join us at the 
park for a library-hosted field day full of activities to start 
your summer vacation.

Walk the StoryWalk®

Saturday, July 1, 10 a.m. for all ages 
at Nathanael Greene/Close 
Memorial Park, 2400 S. Scenic Ave. 
Grab a take-out kit from the 
Botanical Center to create a special 
paper welcome quilt, then celebrate 
our new StoryWalk®, “All Are 
Welcome” by Alexandra Penfold by 
reading the book together as we walk along the path.

Paint with a Twist(er)
Saturday, July 22, 2–4 p.m. for ages 6 and older at the Ash 
Grove City Park, 300 E. Parkway St., Ash Grove. Twister 
with a twist — the mat will be covered in paint! Kids and 
families should wear white clothes you don’t mind getting 
messy for this colorful game of Twister.

Meet Bumper, 
the Talking 
Patrol Car
Thursday, August 17, 
10:30 a.m. for grades 
K–7 at the Ash 
Grove City Park, 300 
E. Parkway St., Ash 
Grove. The Missouri 
State Highway 
Patrol’s safety expert 
Bumper will join us 
at the park to share 
safety tips.

Ash Grove Branch Library
Racing to Read Storytime
Wednesdays, June 7–August 30, 10:30 a.m. for infants–age 
6. Our interactive storytimes introduce young children to 
books, reading and language with stories, songs and 
activities. Parents learn fun ways to build the early literacy 
skills their children need to learn to read.

Family Game Night
Wednesdays, June 14 and 28, July 12 and 26 and August 9 
and 23, 4–6 p.m. for all ages. Come together for an evening 
of games and activities that are fun for the whole family.

Library Play Date
Tuesdays, June 20, July 18 and August 22, 10:30 a.m. for 
infants–age 6. Get to know other kids and families while 
taking part in activities to encourage socialization and 
cooperative play.

Independence Day Storytime
Wednesday, July 5, 10:30 a.m. for infants–age 6. Join us for 
an Independence Day celebration with stories and 
activities.

Chalk the Walk
Friday, July 7, 10 a.m.–noon for all ages. Chalk the walk! 
Start at the Ash Grove Library and spread kindness 
everywhere by decorating the sidewalk leading up to the 
library with friendly words and drawings.

Movie Night at the Library
Saturday, August 5, 4–6 p.m. for all ages. 
Get cozy with your blanket and pillow for 
our first monthly family movie night at 
the library. Refreshments will be pro-
vided. “Jumanji,” rated PG, 1995.

Fair Grove Branch Library
Racing to Read Storytime
Wednesdays, July 5–August 30, 11 a.m. for infants–age 6. 
Our interactive storytimes introduce young children to 

In the Community continued
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books, reading and language with stories, songs and 
activities. Parents learn fun ways to build the early literacy 
skills their children need to learn to read.

Family Movie Matinee
Saturdays, 10 a.m.–noon for all ages. Come watch a 
family-friendly film in the air-conditioned comfort of the 
library. Popcorn will be provided.
• July 8: “Luca,” rated PG.
• August 12: “The LEGO Movie,” rated PG.

Library Center
Racing to Read Storytime
In the Story Hour Room. Our interactive storytimes intro-
duce young children to books, reading and language with 
stories, songs and activities. Parents learn fun ways to build 
the early literacy skills their children need to learn to read.
• Pajama Storytime for infants–age 6: Mondays, June 5, 12 

and 26, and July 3–August 14, 6:30 p.m.
• For infants–age 6: Tuesdays, June 6, 13, 20 and 27, and 

July 11–August 15, 9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Glow Show Science Workshop
Wednesday, June 14, 2 p.m. for grades 2–6 in the Story 
Hour Room. How do we perceive colors? Find out with 
Mad Science of Greater Kansas City, using a tri-color 
experiment to illuminate fluorescence and phosphores-
cence in common objects, including in money for security 
purposes. Registration starts May 31; visit thelibrary.org/
programs or call 417-616-0526.

Drive-In Movie Night
Friday, June 16, 6–8 p.m. for age 
2–grade 2 in the auditorium. Get 
creative with decorating a car to sit in 
while enjoying a movie on our big 
screen, “PAW Patrol: The Movie,”
rated G. Boxes and materials will be 
provided.

Sing-Along 
Ukulele 
Workshop
Thursday, July 
6, 4 p.m. for 
grade 5 and 
older in the 
Story Hour 
Room. Get 
ready for that 
next family 
gathering when 
you hear, “All 
together now, 
let’s sing,” by 
learning to play 
the ukulele. 
Rick and Karen 
Maxson of 
Ukulele Acad-
emy of the 
Ozarks and Uke 
66 will host a beginner workshop. Kids will learn the basics 
of handling, tuning, strumming and playing chords that 
are fundamental to the songs people love to sing together. 
No prior experience is needed and ukuleles will be pro-
vided. Registration starts June 22; call 417-616-0526.

“The Princess Bride” 
Interactive Movie Night
Saturday, July 29, 2–4 p.m. for all ages 
in the auditorium. Inconceivable! 
Follow Westley and Buttercup on 
their adventure in this interactive 
showing of “The Princess Bride,” 
rated PG. Interactive movie kits will 
be provided.

Itsy Bitsy Science Club
Thursday, August 3, 10:30 a.m. for ages 3–5 in the Story 
Hour Room. Dress to get messy and discover your inner 
scientist, while exploring, building and creating.

Library Station
Racing to Read Storytime
In the Story Hour Room. Our interactive storytimes 
introduce young children to books, reading and language 
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with stories, songs and activities. Parents learn fun ways to 
build the early literacy skills their children need to learn to 
read.
• Tiny Tot Storytime for infants–36 months: Tuesdays, 

June 6, 13, 20 and 27, and July 11–August 29; Fridays, June 
2–August 25, 10 a.m.

• For infants–age 6: Tuesdays, June 6, 13, 20 and 27, and 
July 11–August 29; Fridays, June 2–August 25, 11:15 a.m.

• Pajama Storytime for infants–age 6: Tuesdays, June 6, 13 
and 20, and July 11–August 29, 6:30 p.m.

Better Together Bash
Tuesday, June 6, 2–4 p.m. for grades K–5 in the Santa Fe 
and Frisco rooms. Kick off the summer with games, crafts 
and other fun activities to cultivate kindness, collaboration 
and fun! Materials will be provided.

Give & Take Club
Wednesdays, 2–4 p.m. for grades K–5 in the Frisco Room. 
Create something cool, one to “give” and one to “take” 
home. Each week will feature a different project using 
various arts and crafts supplies. Materials will be provided.
• June 7: Make a variety of bookmarks and kindness notes 

for the Library Station to pass out at service desks, and 
trade one to take home to use as you read this summer.

• June 14: Use recycled CDs from the library to create 
scratch art, a sun catcher or a woven circle art to hang up 
at home or give to someone special.

• June 21: Decorate a kindness rock to hide somewhere in 
our community, or make a pet rock to take home as your 
reading buddy.

• June 28: Use our special patterns to design a keychain or 
clip to keep or swap with friends.

• July 5: Use pipe cleaners, beads and yarn to make brace-
lets, fun creatures and beautiful decorations.

• July 12: Learn to sew using one of our practice cards. If 
you already know how to sew, stitch a bookmark or 

mini-plushie friend to keep or share! 
• July 19: Create science experiments, toys or art using 

craft sticks and a variety of fun supplies to swap with a 
buddy or take home.

• July 26: Use a variety of paints and techniques to create a 
masterpiece to hang on our bridge or brighten up your 
home.

• August 2: August is the perfect time to plant wildflowers! 
Help us beautify Springfield by creating seed bombs and 
seed cannons.

Young Voices
Thursdays, 11 a.m. for age 3–grade 3 in the Story Hour 
Room. The Library is a safe space to explore diversity, 
empathy and tolerance. Join us each week for stories, songs 
and other activities themed to inspire and support positive 
change. 
• June 8: All Are Welcome.
• June 15: Celebrate Juneteenth.
• June 22: World Refugee Day.
• June 29: Save the Earth.
• July 6: Love Yourself.
• July 13: It’s Cool to Be Kind!
• July 20: Home and Food Insecurity.
• July 27: All Kinds of Abilities.

Discover the Stars
Tuesday, June 13, 2–4 p.m. for grades K–5 in the Sante Fe 
and Frisco rooms. Explore constellations, the solar system 
and galaxies with a trip inside the StarLab, where you’ll 
learn about the stars in the night sky and stories that 
surround them. Presenter will lead groups into the StarLab 
every 25 minutes and we’ll have lots of activities to help you 
learn about our world and others while you wait. This 
program is most appropriate for children in kindergarten 
and up; children ages 3–5 must be accompanied by an adult 
in the StarLab.

Partners in Survival: 
Teamwork in the Animal Kingdom
Tuesday, July 11, 2 p.m. for preschool–grade 4 in the Frisco 
Room. Join our friends from  Dickerson Park Zoo to learn 
about the different types of symbiotic relationships and 
discover how and why species benefit. With this exciting, 
interactive presentation, children will meet some fascinat-
ing animals, discover how organisms rely on each other to 

Library Station continued
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thrive in their ecosystems, and leave with a greater appre-
ciation for the interconnectedness of life on Earth.

Powwow with the American Indian Center 
of Springfield
Tuesday, July 25, 2 p.m. for preschool–grade 4 in the Frisco 
Room. Celebrate Native American culture by learning 
about the powwow. The American Indian Center of 
Springfield will present traditional dances that may be 
found at powwows, and teach how Native American 
children participate in their heritage. Kids will have the 
chance to learn some dance steps from Powwow Princess 
Nizhoni Falcon while honoring the strong traditions of 
Native People.

Build-O-Rama
Tuesday, August 1, 2–4 p.m. for ages 3 and older in the 
Frisco Room. Build-O-Rama is back and better than ever! 
Featuring even more building challenges using a wide 
variety of materials including cardboard, LEGO blocks, 
Strawbees and much more!

Midtown Carnegie Branch Library
*Note: The elevator from the basement to the 2nd 
floor is not operational. Please contact us two weeks 
prior to a program if you need special 
accommodations.

Racing to Read Storytime
Thursdays, June 1–August 31, 10 a.m. for infants–age 6 in 
the Children’s Department. Our interactive storytimes 
introduce young children to books, reading and language 

with stories, songs and activities. Parents learn fun ways to 
build the early literacy skills their children need to learn to 
read.

The Great Storybook Adventure
Thursdays, 10 a.m. for infants–age 6 in the Children’s 
Department. Our favorite storybook characters are 
running loose in the library! We’ll share a fun book at the 
first storytime of each month, then join us anytime that 
month to search for those beloved characters.
• June 1: Who’s in Bear’s Lair? We’ll read “Bear Snores 

On” by Karma Wilson and find out.
• July 6: Frog and Toad are always there for each other! 

We’ll read the classic book “Frog and Toad are 
Friends” by Arnold Lobel.

• August 3: Beep! Beep! Meet Blue! “Little Blue Truck”
by Alice Schertle.

Community Friends
Mondays, June 12 and 26, and July 10 and 24, 10 a.m. for 
preschool–grade 5 in the Children’s Department. We’ll 
introduce your family to the people in our neighborhoods 
who make our lives safer, cleaner and better, then join us 
for some fun activities to celebrate our Community 
Friends. 

Get Cooking at the Library
Saturdays, 1–3 p.m. for grades 3–7 in the Maker Space. 
Cooking helps build confidence, encourages an adventur-
ous palate and teaches many functional life skills. Join us 
for this cooking series where young chefs work together 
with their adult caregivers to learn the art of making a 
meal. Watch for the rest of this series in the fall. Provided 
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in partnership with the University of Missouri Extension 
Greene County and Springfield Community Gardens. Call 
417-862-0135 to register.
• June 24: Tools of the Trade for Kid Chefs. Work 

together to learn how to prepare recipes, kitchen safety 
and cooking skills. Registration starts June 10.

• July 22: Kids Keeping it Cool in the Kitchen. Learn 
about food safety, recipe preparation and mealtime dos 
and don’ts. Registration starts July 8.

• August 19: The Art of Meal Planning for Kid Chefs.
Come together to learn how to plan healthy meals and set 
the table for a tasty dining experience. Registration starts 
August 5.

Republic Branch Library
Reading Pals
Thursdays, 4:30 p.m. for grades K–5. Our friends from Pet 
Therapy of the Ozarks need your help — they love a good 
story but can’t read. Practice your reading skills with these 
furry, loveable friends. Call 417-732-7284 to register.
• June 1: Registration starts May 18.
• July 6: Registration starts June 22.
• August 3: Registration starts July 20.

Racing to Read Storytimes
Wednesdays, June 7–August 30, 10 a.m. for infants–age 6. 
Our interactive storytimes introduce young children to 
books, reading and language with stories, songs and 
activities. Parents learn fun ways to build the early literacy 
skills their children need to learn to read.

Stories, Songs and a Boing-Boing Thing
Monday, July 10, 3:30 p.m. for all ages. The Dulcimer Guy 
Mike Anderson will present a collection of songs, stories 
and a wide variety of strange musical instruments to 
entertain the entire family.

Partners in Survival: 
Teamwork in the Animal Kingdom
Monday, July 24, 3:30 p.m. for preschool–grade 4. Join our 
friends from Dickerson Park Zoo to learn about the 
different types of symbiotic relationships and discover 
how and why species benefit. With this exciting, interac-
tive presentation, children will meet some fascinating 
animals, discover how organisms rely on each other to 
thrive in their ecosystems, and leave with a greater appre-
ciation for the interconnectedness of life on Earth.

Schweitzer Brentwood Branch Library
Creating Cartoon Characters
Thursday, June 1, 6 p.m. for 
grades 3–6. Grab a pencil, 
some paper and let your 
creativity loose as 
Edu-tainer Will Stuck 
teaches kids the basics 
of creating their own 
cartoon characters. 
From finding the 
general shape of the 
character to utilizing 
perspective tips and drawing 
emotion, you’ll leave the workshop with the tools you need 
to create your own fun characters. Registration starts May 
18; visit thelibrary.org/programs or call 417-616-0703.

Racing to Read Storytimes
Wednesdays, June 7–August 30, 10 a.m. for infants–age 6. 
Our interactive storytimes introduce young children to 
books, reading and language with stories, songs and 
activities. Parents learn fun ways to build the early literacy 
skills their children need to learn to read.

Summer Reading PALS
Wednesdays, 1:30 p.m. for 
ages 3 and older. Get your 
summer reading minutes in 
with one of our dog friends 
from Pet Therapy of the 
Ozarks! Bring your favorite 
books from home or choose 
some at the library. Call 
417-616-0703 to register.
• June 7: Registration starts 

May 24.
• June 14: Registration starts 

May 31.
• June 21: Registration starts June 7.
• June 28: Registration starts June 14.
• July 5: Registration starts June 21.
• July 12: Registration starts June 28.
• July 19: Registration starts July 5.
• July 26: Registration starts July 12.

Midtown Carnegie Branch continued

Thursday, June 1, 6 p.m. for 

perspective tips and drawing 
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Better Together Bash
Friday, June 9, 10 a.m.–noon for grades K–5. Kick off the 
summer with games, crafts and other fun activities to 
cultivate kindness, collaboration and fun! Materials will be 
provided.

Let’s Stick Together
Thursday, July 6, 6 p.m. for preschool–grade 4. Birds of a 
feather, stick together! In this EDventure from Wonders 
of Wildlife, grab your friends and pull them close as we 
explore amazing animals that love staying together

Learn to Juggle with Jay and Leslie
Thursday, July 13, 6 p.m. for ages 8 and older. Jay and Leslie 
from Laughing Matters will teach you how to juggle and 
manipulate other skill props in this hands-on workshop. 
You’ll learn the basic pattern of juggling by starting slow 
with scarves and working your way up to bean bags, 
spinning plates, Chinese yo-yos and other toys. Registration 
starts June 29; visit thelibrary.org/programs or call 
417-616-0703.

Itsy Bitsy Science Friday
Friday, July 21, 10 a.m. for ages 3–7. Explode, build, exca-
vate and paint! Engage in various activity stations designed 
to support the development of science, technology, 
engineering, art and math skills in young children. Dress 
for a mess.

Strafford Branch Library
Racing to Read Storytime
Tuesdays, June 6, 13 and 27, July 11 and July 25–August 29, 10 
a.m. for infants–age 6. Our interactive storytimes introduce 
young children to books, reading and language with stories, 
songs and activities. Parents learn fun ways to build the early 
literacy skills their children need to learn to read.

Partners in Survival: 
Teamwork in the Animal Kingdom
Tuesday, June 20, 10 a.m. for preschool–age 4. Join our 
friends at Dickerson Park Zoo to learn about the different 
types of symbiotic relationships and discover how and why 
species benefit. With this exciting, interactive presenta-
tion, children will meet some fascinating animals, discover 
how organisms rely on each other to thrive in their ecosys-
tems, and leave with a greater appreciation for the inter-
connectedness of life on Earth.

Family Trivia Night
Wednesday, August 16, 3–5 p.m. for all ages. Get those 
neurons firing and ready to go back to school with family 
trivia. Subjects will include basic math, science, history 
and pop culture. Snacks will be provided.

Willard Branch Library
LEGO Brick Saturdays
Saturdays, June 3, July 1 and August 5, 10:30 a.m. for all 
ages. Bring the whole family to our LEGO brick free-for-
all as you challenge yourself to build something together.

Racing to Read Storytimes
Tuesdays, June 6, 13, 20 and 27, and July 11–August 29, 10:30 
a.m. for infants–age 6. Our interactive storytimes intro-
duce young children to books, reading and language with 
stories, songs and activities. Parents learn fun ways to build 
the early literacy skills their children need to learn to read.
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Mondays

• Cobblestone Apts., 2120 S. Ingram Mill Road, 2:30–3 p.m.

• South Tower, 770 South Ave., 3:20–3:50 p.m.

• Madison Tower, 421 W. Madison St., 3:55–4:40 p.m.

• Stillwell Columns, 525 S. Campbell Ave., 4:45–5:30 p.m.

• Turners Station, 6484 E. Farm Road 148, Turners, 6–6:30 p.m.

• Eastgate Apts., 2120 S. Ingram Mill Road, 6:45–7:15 p.m.

Tuesdays 

• Battlefield Towers, 1451 E. Woodland St., 1:20–2 p.m.

• Jenny Lind Hall Apts., 711 S. Jefferson Ave., 2:20–2:50 p.m.

• Grand Villa Community, 2526 W. Grand St., 3–3:30 p.m.

• S. Clifton Ave. & W. Delmar St. off W. Grand St., 3:35–4 p.m.

• John B. Hughes Apts., 2100 N. Clifton Ave., 4:30–5 p.m.

• Walnut Grove, near the school, 5:30–6:30 p.m.

Wednesdays

• Eden Village/Shady Dell Area, 2801 E. Division St., 2:30–3 p.m.

• Glenwood Manor, 2540 N. Delaware Ave., 3:20–3:50 p.m.

• Cedarwood Terrace area, N. Pickwick Ave. & E. Turner St., 4–4:30 p.m.

• Cedarbrook Apartments, 811 N. Cedarbrook Ave., 4:45–5:15 p.m.

• Woodfield Park Apartments, 2759 E. Pythian St., 5:20–5:50 p.m.

• Country Club Apts., Wildan & Cinderella, 6–6:30 p.m.

• S. Dollison Ave. & E. Downing St., 6:45–7:15 p.m.

Thursdays

• Nu Elm Apts., 440 S. New Ave., 2:30–3 p.m.

• Westport Park Apts., 250 N. Hilton Ave., 3:15–3:45 p.m.

• Beacon Village Apts., 639 N. Eldon Ave., 4–4:30 p.m.

• Hattiesburg Hills, 4663 W. Portland St., 5–5:30 p.m.

• Bent Tree Subdivision, 1015 Breckyln Road S., 5:45–6:15 p.m.

• Craigmont Place, 740 S. Lafontaine Ave., 6:45–7:15 p.m.

Look for Rob and 
Mary making 25 
stops every week 
this summer with 
the Mobile Library.

Mobile Library Stops for June–August 2023
We’re delivering books, movies and CDs to your neighborhood. 
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ON EXHIBIT

Library Center

• Barbie Collection, courtesy of 
library staff, concourse, June

• Curtain Call: Profiles of Missouri 
Baseball Stars, Local History, 
June–August

• Signed by the Stars: 
Autographed Baseballs Signed 
by Missouri Greats, Local History, 
June–August

• Team Swag: Giveaways by 
Missouri Baseball Teams, Local 
History Magic Box, June–August

• The Art of Rug Hooking by the 
Ozark Mountain Rug Hookers 
Guild, concourse, July

• Psychedelic Bubblegum: The Art 
of Jason East, Reading Room, 
July

• Automotive Art by Chuck 
Bruton, Reading Room, August

Library Station

• Reflections of the Wild West, 

courtesy of Chip and Anna 
Burns, June–August

• Blue Diecast Cars Collection, 
courtesy of Laura Montgomery, 
June–August

• Hardy Boys Book Collection, 
courtesy of a local collector, 
June–August

• Classic Hollywood Monsters: 
Movie Poster Collection, 
courtesy of Tod Jackson,
June–August

• Introducing Alberta’s Meet & 
Greet History Kits, June–August

Midtown Carnegie Branch 
Library

• All Together Now by Southwest 
Missouri Camera Club, 
June–August

Park Central Branch Library

• Color Your World: Paintings by 
Jason Martin, June

Regional artists and collectors are invited 
to exhibit their works and collections at the 
library branches listed. Those interested in 
booking a display may contact the 
individual branch. Artists may price their 
work for sale through the Library after first 
obtaining a City of Springfield business 
license (if at a city library). The Library 
recommends a donation to The Library 
Foundation of 20 percent from any sales 
made during an exhibit.

Illustrations and constructions from Jason East’s Psychedelic Bubblegum Studios, a one-man cutout animation studio specializing in music videos, in the Reading Room at 
the Library Center in July. Instagram: tinyurl.com/ajzb4j3j.

• Living in the Ozarks: 
Photography by Ryan Burton, 
July

• Turbocharge: Paintings by 
Alison Simmons, August

Republic Branch Library

• Ozark Memories: Paintings by 
Cindy Quayle, June–August

Schweitzer Brentwood Branch 
Library

• Art from Visual Arts Alliance of 
Springfield, June–July

• All Together Now Teen Photo 
Challenge Entries, August
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Springfield-Greene County Library District
4653 S. Campbell Ave. • Springfield, Missouri 65810

Administrative Offices/Community Relations: 417-883-5366 • TDD: 417-882-0714

BORROWING

Library Cards

• Library Cards are issued free to 
Greene County residents or those who 
pay property tax in Greene County. 
Complete an application at the checkout 
desk of any library. Identification and 
proof of current address are required.
Those who pay property tax in Greene 
County, but do not live there, must bring 
a copy of their current Greene County 
property tax receipt.

• Those living outside Greene County may 
obtain a Non-resident Library Card for 
an $80 annual fee per household.

• Individuals may apply online for a 
temporary library card by completing an 
online registration form at thelibrary.org/
temporarycard. Within seven days you 
must either email a valid form of ID and 
proof of current address to sgcl.verify@
thelibrary.org or bring the required 
documents to any library branch to 
complete the registration process. This 
allows you to place physical materials 
on hold, access the Library’s online 
databases and e-books, audiobooks, 
movies, music and magazines. 
Applications processed online will 
require cardholders to present a photo 
ID the first time the card is used to check 
out materials in person.

• College, vocational or university students 
living in Greene County in campus 
housing, but with a permanent residence 
outside of Greene County, may be issued 
a Library Card at no charge. Proof of 
campus address required.

Checkout Limits/Fines

• Library materials check out for three 
weeks; overdue fine is 10¢ per day, per 
item.

• The maximum fine is $5 for each 
returned adult item and $1 for each 
returned children’s item.

• Items may be renewed for two additional 
loan periods if not reserved by someone 
else. Renew items in person, by phone or 
online at thelibrary.org/myaccount.

• There is a checkout limit of 50 items per 
card.

• Report lost or stolen cards promptly. 
Replacement cards are $1 each.

LOCATIONS/HOURS

INTERNET

Library Website: thelibrary.org

• Download e-books, audiobooks, movies, 
music, magazines and video.

• Ask A Librarian at thelibrary.org/ask.

• Follow us at facebook.com/thelibrary.org 
and twitter.com/springfieldlib.

• Free Wi-Fi is available at all locations.

• Check out a hot spot at thelibrary.org/
catalog.

COOLcat Online Catalog: 
thelibrary.org/catalog

• Search the catalog of the Springfield-
Greene County Libraries and members 
of the Consortium Of Ozarks Libraries.

• Reserve and renew materials, view your 
account, suggest titles and pay fees 
online through our secure server.

• Telephone renewal: 417-882-2087.

The Library Center
4653 S. Campbell Ave. • 417-882-0714

Monday–Thursday, 8:30 a.m.–9 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m.–8 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.–7 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m–6 p.m. 

Drive-up window: 
Monday–Thursday, 7:30 a.m.–9 p.m.
Friday 7:30 a.m.–8 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.–7 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Ash Grove Branch Library
101 E. Main St., Ash Grove • 417-751-2933

Monday–Friday, 9:30 a.m.–6 p.m.

Fair Grove Branch Library
81 S. Orchard Blvd., Fair Grove
417-759-2637

Monday–Friday, 9:30 a.m.–6 p.m.
Saturday 9:30 a.m.–3 p.m.

The Library Station
2535 N. Kansas Expressway • 417-865-1340

Monday–Thursday, 8:30 a.m.–9 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m.–8 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.–7 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m–6 p.m. 

Drive-up window: 
Monday–Thursday, 7:30 a.m.–9 p.m.
Friday 7:30 a.m.–8 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.–7 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Midtown Carnegie Branch Library
397 E. Central St. • 417-862-0135
Monday–Saturday, 9:30 a.m.–6 p.m.

Computer Training Center and Maker 
Space: Registration/appointments 
required, call 417-837–5011.

Outreach Services
4653 S. Campbell Ave. 
Mobile Library/Walking Books: 
417-883-6112

Park Central Branch Library
128 Park Central Square • 417-831-1342

Monday–Saturday, 10 a.m.–6 p.m.
First Friday open 6:30–9 p.m.

Republic Branch Library
921 N. Lindsey Ave., Republic 417-732-7284

Monday–Friday, 8:30 a.m.–7 p.m.
Saturday, 9:30 a.m.–6 p.m.

Drive-up window: 
Monday–Friday, 7:30 a.m.–7 p.m.
Saturday 9:30 a.m.–6 p.m.

Schweitzer Brentwood 
Branch Library
2214 Brentwood Blvd. • 417-883-1974

Monday–Thursday, 8:30 a.m.–9 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m.–8 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.–7 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m–6 p.m. 

Drive-up window: 
Monday–Thursday, 7:30 a.m.–9 p.m.
Friday 7:30 a.m.–8 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.–7 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Strafford Branch Library
101 S. State Highway 125, Strafford
417-736-9233

Monday–Friday, 9:30 a.m.–6 p.m.
Saturday, 9:30 a.m.–3 p.m.

Willard Branch Library
304 E. Jackson St., Willard • 417-742-4258

Monday–Saturday, 9:30 a.m.–6 p.m.

Drive-up window: 
Monday–Saturday, 7:30 a.m.–6 p.m.

Pick up and return only:
• Library Express East

3263 E. Chestnut Expy. 
• Library Express West

Orchard Plaza, 3872 W. Chestnut Expy. 
• Ruby’s/Price Cutter Book Stop

3260 E. Battlefield Road




