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Looking Backward 	 3
The 1919 construction of a coaling plant at Lebanon, MO, 1944
relocation of Dixon Hill, and the 1969 invention of a Train Handling

	

Indicator are all featured in this edition of Looking Backward 	
Frisco's Executive Fleet 	 4

This is the sixth in our series of articles profiling the history of Frisco
Business Cars. This installment features the Alabama car.

Our MAIL CAR feature in this issue identifies the last locomotive
painted in Frisco livery.

This is the final installment in our series featuring the automobile
handling facilities that were in service on the Frisco in the early
1960's. In this issue we visit Floydada, TX.

COMPANY SERVICE ROSTER 	 9
This is the second installment in a new regular series that will profile
selected pieces of Frisco company service equipment. This issue
features Tractor Ditcher Cars Nos. 102956, 102957, & 102958.

DOWN AT THE DEPOT 	 13
Wentworth, MO, on the Carthage Sub-Division, Northern Division,
is the featured station in this issue.

Passenger Train Consist 	 15
The date was July 12, 1945, No. 3 The Will Rogers, Rolla Sub-Divi
sion, Eastern Division. This feature includes the consist with engine
& car numbers and types, along with timetable schedule.

A Frisco Nocturnal Stowaway 	 15
A series of letters describe the investigation of a unique Frisco
stowaway.

The Switchtender 	 16
A tribute to the small shanties that were home to the
switchtenders.

Rick's Tips 	 17
Frisco Folk Rick McClellan shares with us an assortment of
modeling tricks, tips, and neat things to do all of which can enhance
the appearance and operation of your model railroad layout. This
installment features some general modeling tips.

Songs of the Frisco 	 18
Move over Casey Jones &Wabash Cannon Ball... Here comes Frisco-
Land, On The Frisco, & The Meteor March!

Frisco Bands 	 20
A photo essay of three Frisco bands that traveled the system from the
1920's through the 1940's.

ABOUT THE COVER
Published in 1904, The Meteor March is one of the Songs of the Frisco profiled on
page 18.



75 YEARS - 1919
In 1919, the Frisco built a new 300
ton wooden coaling plant at Leba-
non, MO. In 1934, it was destroyed
by fire and replaced with a 200 ton
concrete mechanical coaling facility.

Grades were reduced from a
maximum of 2.30 per cent to a maxi-
mum of 1.27 per cent and mileage
reduced to 7.2 miles by straightening
curves, which were equal to three
complete circles. The new line was
placed in operation February 2, 1945.

25 YEARS - 1969

In 1969, three Frisco veter-
ans developed a Train Handling In-
dicator (THI) designed to reduce
equipment breakage and damage to
lading caused by improper applica-
tion of power or brakes. Installed in
the cab of the lead locomotive, the
THI displayed to the locomotive engi-
neer the precise position of the entire
train - from cab to caboose - along a
continuously moving track profile
tape which portrayed the railroad
right-of-way up to five miles ahead..

Synchronized with the speed
of the locomotive's wheels, the tape
would unwind before the locomotive
engineer's eyes and show degree of
curvature, ascending and descending
grades, crossings, speed restrictions,
and the location of bridges and sig-
nals.

Developers of the THI were
Kenneth Dyche, Superintendent
Freight Car Shops, Charles Battaile,
Rules Examiner, and Ray Rtler, Gen-
eral Road Foreman - Equipment.

Dixon Hill track profile following
relocation.

200 ton concrete mechanical coaling
plant, Lebanon, MO, October 16, 1942.

Frisco photo

50 YEARS - 1944
A major roadway improve-

ment project during 1945 was the re-
location of the main line between
Jerome and Dixon, MO, know as
Dixon Hill, at a cost of approximately
$1,343,000.00 This section of line
formerly consisted of 8.5 miles of
sharp curves and steep grades, re-
quiring costly helper engines and
slower service.  	

Shown in diesel locomotive cab with THI in operation are
developers , from left to right, Kenneth Dyche, Superintendent
Freight Car Shops, Charles Battaile, Rules Examiner, and Ray
Rtler, General Road Foreman - Equipment. Frisco photo



FRISCO'S EXECUTIVE FLEET

Frisco Business Car #5, Springfield, MO, June 12, 1948

EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the seventh	 large state rooms with individual
in our series profiling the Frisco's fleet 	 baths, a secretary's quarters, and
of Business Cars,	 observation room on the A end of the

car.
The interior finish was aAlabama	 painted all steel finish., a departure

from the standard mahogany panel-

	

The Alabama Business Car	 ing design. The exterior finish was a

	

was originally built in March, 1912, 	 standard Pullman Green with black

	

by the American Car & Foundry Co.	 roof, and goldlettering & details. With

	

as a 79 ft. all steel coach. No. 1088. In	 some minor exceptions, cars number

	

June, 1943, it was rebuilt in the	 2 through 6 were all rebuilt according
Springfield, MO West Coach Shops to the same basic floor plan.
as Soldier Dining Car No. 647.	 When placed in service, No. 5

	

In June, 1948, No. 647 again	 was assigned to the office of Assistant
entered the West Coach facility and General Manager. In that capacity, it

	

emerged as Business Car No. 5. The 	 served R.J. Stone, H. W. Hale, H.H.

	

new executive coach was 82 ft. long, 	 DeBerry, and R.C. Grayson. In the

	

weighed 211,700 lbs., and was 	 late 1950's, its services and those of
equipped with the standard kitchen car No 4 were shared jointly by Mr.

	

and crew quarters, dining room, two 	 DeBerry and Mr. Grayson.

Frisco photo

In June, 1954, the numerical.
designation of No. 5 was replaced
with the name Alabama. In the early
1960's the company reduced the size
of its executive fleet and the Alabama,
along with six of its counterparts, was
placed in storage. In August, 1966, it
was sold to a private individual.

Rare photo of interior of Soldier Diner
#647, June 16, 1943, Springfield, MO,

Frisco photo



Observation Room looking toward A-end of car, Frisco Business Car Alabama, June 12, 1948, Springfield, MO.
Frisco photo

Observation Room looking toward B-end of car, Frisco Business Car Alabama, June 12, 1948, Springfield, MO.



Dining Room looking toward B-end of car, Frisco Business Car Alabama, June 12, 1948, Springfield, MO. Frisco photo

State Room A looking toward B-end of car, Frisco Business
Car Alabama, June 12, 1948, Springfield, MO. Frisco photo



QUESTION: Can you tell me the
number of the last locomotive that
was delivered in a Frisco paint
scheme?
ANSWER: Yes! It was No. 3100.
The last diesel locomotives ordered
by the Frisco were ten 3500 H.P. EMD
built GP50 units, that were to be
numbered Frisco series 791-799.
However, bec au se theyweredelivered
following the 1980 BN merger, they
arrived on property in December,
1980,withBN numbers in place, series
3100-3109. Although the BN
requested otherwise, No. 3100 was
delivered in Frisco mandarin orange
& white, the only one in the series to
be so painted. Thus, it has the
distinctionofbeingthelastlocomotive
delivered in a Frisco paint scheme.

Frisco (791) 3100, fresh from EMD paint shop, LaGrange, IL,
December, 1980	 EMD photo, courtesy John J. Wheelihan

BN 3101, fresh from EMD paint shop, LaGrange, IL, December, 1980
EMD photo, courtesy John J. Wheelihan

Passenger ticket envelope, circa. 1949



IN 1962, the Frisco had in service five automobile handling facilities located at St. Louis,
MO, Tulsa, OK, Irving, TX, Birmingham, AL, and Floydada, TX. This is the final installment in
a series of features profiling the automobile facilities with layout diagrams and photos.

F LOYDADA, TEXAS

Frisco's Floydada, TX, automobile unloading ramp and storage area. Frisco photo



This is the second in our new
Company Service Roster feature in
which we are profiling some of the
most interesting, unique, and often
underratedfacetsofFriscoequipment
and operations: the Company Ser-
vice Department... those men and
machines that maintained the track,
roadbed, right-of-way, bridges, struc-
tures, etc., all of which was essential
to the successful operation of the rail-
road.

The uniqueness ofthe Frisco's
company service was most apparent
inthe vast assortment ofboth special-
ity and recycled equipment that was
assigned to an equally vast assort-
ment of uses on the system.

One of the most versatile,
adaptable, and recycled cars in use on
any railroad was the flat car and the
Frisco's creative use of such a com-
mon piece of equipment was no ex-
ception. Of the 1,000 listings in our
Research Service Company Service
Equipment Conversion Roster 1921 -
1958, over 300 units were recycled
flat cars, three of which were con-
verted to Tractor Ditcher cars in 1945.

SLSF
TRACTOR DITCHER CARS

102956-102957-102958

Tractor Ditcher Cars
(sometimes referred to as Flat-Bunk
or T-M-Flat) 102956-102958 began
their rail career in 1906 as part of a
group of 250 43' steel underframe flat
c ars built byAmeric an Car &Foundry
under Lot 114420, series 93750-93999,
and delivered to the Frisco between
December, 1906 and January, 1907.

EDITOR'S NOTE: According to our
records, by 1958 eighty-four of the
93750-93999 units were in company
service use.

In July, 1945, Nos. 93751,
93800, and 93887 were converted to
Tractor Ditcher C ars 102958,102957,
and 102956. A 17'1" x 9'01/2" x 8'41/
4" (from top of deck to top of running

All photos of SLSF Tractor Ditcher Car #102956,
Ca bool, MO, August 3, 1962. Frisco photos





102958 

102957

102956

CAR NUMBERS

S L-S F. RY. CO.
GENERAL ARRANGEMENT
TRACTOR DITCHER CAR



board) cabin was attached on one end
of the cars providing office and
sleeping accommodations for two
persons.

Apparently the July 7, 1945
plans shown on pp. 10-11 were not the
final design that was used on the cars
or they were modified sometime over
their next twenty years of company
service. As indicated by the
accompanying photos of 102956
(1962) and 102957 (1963) both show a
similar floor plan arrangement that
differs from the original design. In
particular, the absence of the rear
door and placement of the sink and
stove. It is also interesting to note
that outside bracing was applied to
the cabins. All three units were
painted in the Frisco standard gray
with black lettering paint scheme.

Although our records do not
currently indicate when these three
units were taken out of service, the
Condition Reports that accompany
the photos of 102956 and 102957 do
provide someintere stinginformation.
In 1962, 102956 was assigned to RL-
31 System Steel Gang and had been
"repaired" at Monett, MO in March of
thatyear. The report on 102957 stated
that "the car assigned Rwy. Machine
has not been used in some time."

EDITOR'S NOTE: In the next issue
of our Company Service Roster, we
will profile a curious looking creature

 known as a Jordan Spreader-Ditcher.

All photos of SLSF Tractor Ditcher Car #102957,
Chaffee, MO, January 16, 1963. Frisco photos


