
What's In A Name? Todd Tells How Somc 
Frisco Towns Gained Theirs 

By D. M. TODD 

T HE writer began his railroad career as an office 
boy in the car accountant's office of the old Kan- 

sas City, Ft. Scott and Memphis Line, July 15, 1889, 
with L. W. Towne, car accountant and claim agent, 
and J. H. Ashley, chief clerk (later car service agent). 

At that time most of the officials of the K. C. F. S. 
& 31. had been associated with the road since the be- 
ginning of its operation, which dated back into the 
early eighties. 

As towns sprung into existence, quite a number of 
them were named for officials and directors. Kansas 
City was the headquarters of the general offices. 

From conversations with "old timers," I was in- 
formed of the origin of the names of some of the 
towns which still appear on the Frisco map, some of 
them having developed more commercial importance 
than others in the progress of the railroad. 

The K. C. F. S. & M. officials rather took a delight 
in giving names to some of these towns in honor of 
the men who built and operated the road. 

Starting out of Kansas City, the to~vn of Merrialt~, 
Kansas, was named after Charles Merriam of Boston, 
a director of the road. A popular park stood for years 
one mile south of Merriam, named Merriam Park, 
located exactly at Mile Post 9, the landmark of which 
still survives and appears on the east side of the track, 
recognized by a patch of grassless ground over which 
stood a former pavilion marking the entrance to the 
park. The park was peculiarly associated with the 
hlernphis Line which was the only transportation 
means in those days of reaching it. 

Further south at Mile Post 41, we find Dmza, named 
for I. P. Dana, former attorney of the K. C. F. S. & M. 

On the Rich Hill Branch is Spragw, named for the 
former superintendent of telegraph, H. C. Sprague. 

Between Ft. Scott and Springfield, the towns of 
Lockwood and Dzcmbeck appear, one of these named 
for the former general passenger agent; the other 
for a former general freight agent. 

Between Springfield and Thayer appear Foi-dlaild, 
named after the late J. S. Ford, comptroller and later 
auditor of the C. & E. I., and Sargent, former general 
freight agent; also Dztnn, former cashier and paymas- 
ter, and Diggins, a former superintendent of that divi- 
sion. 

Tlzayer, the terminal, was named after Kathaniel 
Thayer, a stockholder of Boston. 

On the Current River Branch we have iVIoder, 
named after A. N. Montier, mechanical superintendent. 

On the K. C. C. 8: S., now the Osceola Sub, are the 
towns of Winchell and Aldriclz; the former for B. L. 
Winchell, president and the latter for J. H.  Aldrich, 
cashier. 

South of Thayer are Fickhtger and Nettleton, the 
former named for a superintendent of that division, 
and the latter for the greatly honored and revered 
Geo. H. Nettleton, who from the beginning of the 
railroad organization until his death in 1896 was presi- 
dent and general manager of the property. 

Pratt City, on the south end, was named after Wal- 
lace Pratt, the general solicitor, a great companion of 
Geo. H. Nettleton. 

In the Kansas City Times, on the editorial sheet 
each day, appears a column entitled, "Kansas City 40 
Years Ago," and in that column frequent references 
are made to most of the men formerly associated with 
the I<. C. F.  S. & M. 

On the original site of the town of I<oshkouong 
appears the once solitary residence of R. R. Hammond, 
general superintendent. The name of Koshl\-onong 
was given to the place by the Hitt family, who pur- 
chased the Hammond estate. The town was named 
after the old family home by the side of Lake Kosh- 
konong in Wisconsin. 

In some instances, local peculiarities surround the 
town name. I was told by an old resident of Ravcs- 
den, Arkansas, that that town derived its name through 
the fact that at some springs located ten miles north 
in the cleft of some rocks forming a cave-like recess 
in the side of the hills, large flocks of ravens at one 
time assembled, and the place was called Ravensden 
(den of ravens). 

The town of Peczrliar on the High Line (formerly 
known as the Blair Line) received its name by some 
of the settlers writing to Governor Marmaduke and 
asking him to name the new town, and suggesting that 
he give it some "peculiar" name. In his reply, he 
said to them: "Why not call it Peculiar ?" 

I MORE BABY PICTURES 

And now we again need photographs of Frisco 
Babies. Be sure the photograph is distinct. 



FRED DEICKE RETIRES AFTER 45 YEARS; 
EVERETT G. BAKER SUCCEEDS HIM 

F ORTY-FIVE years a soldier; now snappily click- 
ing heels together and obeying orders of superior 

officers; now giving commands with a smile which 
always removed the "sting." And always-whether 
receiving or giving-giving his best to the organization 
he loves-the Frisco. 

That is the record of Fred J. Deicke, who retired 
as division passenger agent in St.  Louis on January 
1 of this year, being succeeded by E. G. Baker, until 
then district passenger agent in Chicago for the Frisco 
Lines. 

A soldier of the con~n~ercia l  world and just as un- 
swerving in his patriotic devotion and duty as any man 
who ever wore the olive drab of field service. 

On  December 27 there was issued from the office 
of John N. Cornatzar, passenger traffic manager, over 
the signature of J. 1'. Nourse, general passenger agent, 
the following notice : 

-- 

Fred J .  Deicke and Daughter 

"Effective January 1, 1925, Mr. E. G. Baker is ap- 
pointed division passenger agent a t  Saint Louis, vice 
Mr. F. J. Deicke, retired after forty-five years of con- 
tinuous service with this company, marked by con- 
spicuous loyalty and integrity. I t  is with regret and 
reluctance that we defer to his request for relief from 
active duty." 

Owing to impaired health, Mr.  Deicke found it ad- 
visable to forsake the fields of active duty where he 
had served so long and so faithfully and to retire to the 
quiet and peacefulness of a well-earned rest. 

Mr.  Deicke, born in New Orleans in 1864, entered 
the service of the Frisco a t  St. Louis in November, 
1879, at the age of 15, as a messenger in the Land 
Department. From November 1879 to December 31, 
1924, he has been located in St. Louis, successfully 
filling positions as  clerk in the Land Department, clerk 
in the General Passenger Department, traveling pas- 
senger agent, city passenger and ticket agent, general 
agent in the Passenger Department, and, finally, divi- 
sion passenger agent, to which position he succeeded 
in 1918. 

During the period that the Frisco, Rock Island and 
Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroads were merged, Mr. 
Ileicke, as  general agent of the Passenger Department, 
represented the joint lines a t  St .  Louis, and later when 
the merger was dissolved, he was invited to represent 
the Rock Island Lines a t  Chicago, but elected to re- 
main with the Frisco. 

T o  him has come a distinction in that one of the 
most widely known and most popular resorts on the 
Neramec River has been named for him. 

As representative of the Passenger Department, Mr.  
Dciclie was in close contact with the traveling public 
and railroad men generally and enjoyed an unusually 
wide acquaintance. H e  recalls with many pleasurable 
thoughts his association with splendid business and 
traffic men. Step by step he has witnessed nearly half 
a centurj- of progress and evolution of the Frisco and 
kindred transportation lines and has seen his beloved 
Frisco Lines grow from a comparatively negligible 
railway to the magnificent system of 1925. 

Vice-President Koontz, at the meeting of traffic men 
held in St.  Louis on December 30th and 31st, paid high 
tribute to Mr. Deicke. 

T o  Fred Deiclce go the best wishes and hopes for 
many useful years yet to come, from the heart of 
every employe and official of the Frisco Lines. 

E. G. Baker Assumes Duties January 5 

4 R E T T  G. BAKER,  who on January 5 assumed EVE his new duties as division passenger agent for the 

Frisco Lines in St. Louis, had, since December 1, 1921, 
been district passenger agent for the company in 
Chicago. 
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Baker entered the service of the Frisco on January 
1, 1914, as assistant Union Station passenger and ticket 
agent and on April 1 of the same year was transferred 
to Cincinnati as city passenger agent, remaining there 

Everett G. Baker, New Division Passenger Agent 
at St. Louis 

until March 1, 1918, when he was transferred to a like 
position in Kansas City. Becoming a train auditor out 
of St. Louis on April 20, 1918, he served in that capac- 
ity until he joined the Liberty Loan organization as 
office manager in St. Louis, with leave of absence from 
the Frisco. 

On January 4, 1920, he rejoined the Frisco Lines 
and was sent to Tulsa, soon after being transferred to 
I(ansas City as station passenger agent and in April, 
he became clerk in the Advertising Department at the 
general offices in St. Louis, where he served until made 
city passenger agent in Chicago in September of the 
same year. As district passenger agent, Baker estab- 
lished a wide acquaintance among railroad men and 
patrons generally and his promotion to the position 
of division passenger agent is in recognition of meri- 
torious service. 

Mr. Baker's many friends extend to him their best 
wishes in his new work. 

FORT SMITH IS NEXT 

Our next issue will feature Fort Smith-one 
of the most prosperous of Frisco cities. 

CONDUCTOR HICCESON LOSES HIS LIFE IN 
HEROIC SACRIFICE WHILE SERVING 

AT HIS POST 

B IG, jovial "Pard" is no longer taking tickets on the 
Frisco Lines between Oklahoma City and Quan- 

nah, Texas. Little children along the way are looking 
about inquiringly for the "Chief." Tired mothers 
who remembered the kindly conductor are telling the 
children why he does not come to shake hands with 
them. 

James Higgeson, 64-year-old conductor performed 
his last service for the Frisco, Sunday, December 14. 
,His first railroad job was carrying water; fighting 
fire was his last. On December 14 he entered a burn- 
ing car to see if all his passengers were out and the 
newspapers of the state carried a story of the veteran 
conductor who sacrificed his life near Chickasha, Okla. 

His was a life of duty. During his early years he 
railroaded in Nevada, Colorado, California and New 
Mexico. All his life he felt the fascination of follow- 
ing the rails, the joy of service. He  began coming into 
Oklahon~a when the line ran only to Red Fork. He  
remembered pulling weeds off the track so that the 
train might go on. From the window of a moving 
car he watched Oklahoma grow. 

It's a brave little woman with soft gray hair and eyes 
half mists who recalls the circumstances which sur- 
rounded the death of her only son, her son-in-law, and 
her husband, all within a period of three years. All of 
them served the railroad. Perhaps she is as brave as 
the son who died at his post of flagging brakeman, the 
one who was scalded to death in a storm, or the hus- 
band who walked into the flames. 

A more impressive or forcible manifestation of un- 
selfish (bravery has never been seen. Against the pro- 
tests of bystanders, Conductor Higgeson insisted upon 
entering the coach-the "sn~oker"-which had become 
ignited from a fire which originated in the baggage 
car, to assure himself that all passengers were safely 
out of the train. 

At the hospital, where he died within a few hours, 
his last thoughts were of his train and his passengers. 
His funeral was attended by hundreds of friends and 
fellow employes in Oklahoma City, at St. Joseph's 
Cathedral with burial in ~ o s e  Hill Cemetery. 

A faithful and efficient employe has gone from us, 
but the memory of his final great sacrifice will long 
remain. 

WATCH ! WAIT!  ALWAYS BE.  CAREFUL 
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In Which We Learn Much of Sealing and 
Constructing Track Scales 

A. T. SILVER, Chief Clerk, Weighing Bureau 

T HE purpose of this article is to show the care that 
is exercised in sealing and constructing a modern 

track scale, with the hope that those having to do with 
the operation of scales will assist us in getting the re- 
sults desired. 

Our present standard track scale, which is a fifty- 
foot, one-hundred-and-fifty-ton capacity, with type 
registering beam, costs approximately $10,000.00 to 
properly construct. I t  requires 260 yards of excava- 
tion for pit, and scale pit requires 160 cubic yards of 
concrete to construct. 

This is, in itself, a very particular job as the piers 
on which the scale stands rest must be the correct 
height from the floor of the pit and must be in the 
right place, also anchor bolts in piers that hold stands 
in which the levers are swung must be placed in the 
concrete and spaced properly to fit holes in the stands. 
These stands are placed a certain fixed distance apart, 
both longitudinally and transversely of pit, also the 
pockets in which the dead rail supports rest in the top 
wall of the pit must be of correct dimensions and 
properly spaced in order that the live rail stands will 
not have any interference from the dead part of the 
scale. I am elaborating on the importance of properly 
constructing the scale pit for the reason that when 
the scale stands, levers, bearing feet, 24-inch, 120- 
pound I beams, live rail stands, and 90-pound rail, 
which follow each other in the order named into the 
pit, that when the job is finished there will be no mis- 
take about the lire scale rail being level with the ap- 
proach rails to the scale. 

When scales are turned out of our scale shop, each 
lever is sealed perfectly, each lever having a fixed mul- 
tiplication; a scale multiplies from main or side levers 
through the end and middle extension levers from both 
ends to the fifth lever that connects with shelf lever, 
which connects to the scale beam. When any of 
scale pivots or bearings are shifted or worn a small 
fraction of an inch it destroys the multiple of the 
scale and correct results mill not be reflected on the 
scale beam. Therefore, it is necessary that pivots and 
bearings be level and not shifted or worn so that 
each bearing carries its full portion of the load to get 
the desired results. The sealing of scale levers and 
beam to make them weigh correctly is an art that few 
scale mechanics become proficient at. I n  this connec- 
tion, we have in our scale shop at Springfield, mechan- 
ics who thoroughly understand the principle of sealing 
scales correctly. 

We  used Black Diamond carbon steel in making 
pivots and bearings which is upset in a forge and prop- 
erly tempered, then fitted to levers, fixed distances 
apart, to carry out the multiplication of lever and 
where they go through lever must be parallel so that 
each side of pivot where it goes through lever will be 
parallel with the other side of pivot. 

The scale beam is sealed in the same manner. The 
beam is nothing more or less than a scale lever that 
carries out the multiplication of the scale levers and 
to do this it has a sliding or traveling poise that weighs 
exactly 25 pounds, with government standard test 
weights to carry out multiple of scale and when these 
beams leave our shop the sensibility reciprocal is less 
than 20 pounds, this being the smallest graduation on 
the beam. I mean by that, these beams will break on 
less than 20 pounds, i. e., 20 pounds added to or re- 
moved from the scale will turn the beam from a hori- 
zontal position of equilibrium in the center of the trig 
loop to a position of equilibrium at either limit of its 
travel. Now, remember that the traveling or sliding 
poise weighs exactly 25 pounds and any weight taken 
away from same affects the multiple of the scale, such 
as a screw dropping out or one of the handles on type 
registering device being broken off. If you can't 
replace the missing part, make it a part of poise by 
laying it on top of poise when weighing and wire the 
superintendent of transportation, and me will send 
a scale inspector to make proper repairs or replace 
the beam with another one. 

I have gone to some length to show you what care 
is exercised in building a track scale so it will reflect 
accurate results. Those of you who have to do with 
the operation of a scale can help us maintain it in the 
same condition by seeing that scale decks are kept 
clean, also that approach rails of track scales do not 
bind on scale rails; see that drains are kept open a i d  
water does not stand in pit; see that platform does not 
bind on the coping; scale beam should be kept clean 
and scale house locked when not in use. Weighmasters 
must know that beam is properly balanced before cars 
are placed on scale to be weighed. This is particularly 
true in inclement weather as the deck readily absorbs 
moisture and throws beam out of balance by making 
the deck heavier, and when deck dries out, the beam 
must again be rebalanced. 

The only reason for balancing the beam is to take 
care of weight of weigh bridge on scale levers which is 
affected by dirt or water on deck. 






