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The King's Highway Four Hundred Years Ago- 
Today Part of Frisco Lines 

Crack Trains of River Division Run Thru Towns Touched by Trail of 
Creaking Ox-Ca rts and Spanish Ad~entu re rs Centu vies Past 

This story of the King's Highway 
and its glamorous history, is taken 
from an article appearing in APROPOS 
recently, written by Mr. Allan Hinchey. 
Missouri State Historian. and is used 
in the Nagazine througli the courtesy 
of Harold -4. Perrill. editor of APRO- 
POS. 

I T is a n  easy, pleasant journey these 
days from St .  Louis to  Memphis, 

Tennessee. 
Passengers may board the crack 

Frisco "Memphian" a t  St. Louis 
Union Station a t  9:30 in the evening, 
leave a t  11:30, and arrive in  Memphis 
a t  7:30 the next morning. They 
sleep in clean, comfortable Pullman 
berths. All modern conveniences ara  
a t  their disposal-even to a club and 
cafe car. The return trip from Mem- 
phis to St. Louis is also a n  overnight 
run, fast and silent, sure and safe. 

During the night the speeding train 
takes them through Crystal City, Ste. 
Genevieve, St. Mary's, Cape Girardeau, 
Morley and Sikeston. 

If a person chooses, he  may ride 
801 to Memphis, on the "daylight 
train". No. 801, leaving St. Louis a t  
8:05 a. m., and arriving in Memphis 
a t  7:35 p. m. And h e  may return on 
another daylight train, Frisco 802, 
leaving Memphis a t  S o'clock a. m., 
and arriving a t  Union Station, St. 
Louis a t  7:47 in the evening. 

The towns and villages that swirl 
behind the flying Pullmans mean 
nothing a t  all, probably, to the 
travelers. 

But through those towns almost 
four hundred years ago, a trail was 
followed. 

Instead of steel rails, there were 
dusty plains and deep ruts of wooden 
ox-cart wheels. 

Rolling carts and prairies schooners 
served for the all-steel Pullmans 01 
these days. 

The pleasant overnight or daylight 
run of 1925 comprising 305 miles of 
track, presented a windiqg, agonizing 
journey of weeks and months to  the 
pilgrims of the early days. 

For  E l  Camino Real, the King's 
Highway, starting a t  New Madrid and 
extending northward through towns 
now served by the Frisco Lines, was 

the earliest trek of Spanish adventur- 
ers and later settlers of the middle 
west. 

Old 400 Years Ago 

Even when DeSoto used the trail, 
nearly four hundred years ago, it was 
a n  old path and along i t  could be seen 
evidences of the occupancy of its trib- 
utary territory by a people long ante- 
dating the Red Man, in the form of 
the mounds, plentiful in Southeast 
Missouri, which stand a s  mute monu- 
ments to the mysterious "Nound 
Builders", of whom we have no his- 
tory save the speculation of scient- 
ists, and no records, save the pottery 
and the bones found within those 
mounds. 

This historical highway, used long 
before the Spanish regime in Ameri- 
ca, received i ts  name "El Camino Real", 
from Spanish authorities, since it  was 
the connecting link between the four 
Spanish posts of St. Louis, Ste. Gene- 
vieve, Cape Girardeau, and New Mad- 
rid. 

This section of the s tate  has  aptly 
been called the "Cradle of Civilization 
West of the Father of Waters", a s  
into it  came the adventurous spirits 
of three Christian peoples, French, 
Spanish and American colonists, to  
blaze the paths of civilization in the 
vast wilderness beyond the great 
river, and from it went courageous 
men and women to extend the civili- 
zation toward the Pacific Coast. 

Along this road a r e  the oldest com- 
munities of the western half of our 
country, communities which were for 
years the outposts of civilization. So. 
in these communities are  to be found 
the traditions, and legends, the ro- 
mances and tragedies, that tell of 
struggles, trials and suflerings of 
those who have left so rich a heri- 
tage. 

Trail  Formed By Savages 
This highway has its origin in St. 

Louis and its southern terminus a t  
New Madrid, more than two hundred 
miles away, but i t  passes through the 
towns of Ste. Genevieve, Perryville, 
Cape Girardeau and Sikeston before 
reaching New Madrid. These points, 
excluding New Madrid, are  served by 
the Frisco Lines. 

The old trail having been formed by 
the travel of savage people and wild 
animals, it naturally followed a course 
avoiding mountains, swamps and 
streams. For  this reason it  was used 
by the earliest white adventurers. 

After the purchase of the country 
from France the American Territory 

of Louisiana declared it a public road 
in 1807, and in 1812 the legislature 
of the new Territory of Missouri es- 
tablished upon it  a postal route. Since 
that time it has been the chief north 
and south road through the eastern 
part of southern Missouri. 

At numerous places monuments of 
Missouri granite have been placed, by 
the Daughters of the American Revo- 
lution to mark the historic old trail, 
but they do not tell the whole story of 
El  Camino Real. 

Beginning a t  St. Louis, going 
southward to the Xeramec, past 
the ancient manufacturing place of 
Herculaneum, to  Ste. Genevieve. 
every mile of the old trail i s  
rich in history and in legend. Over 
i t  went the warriors of the Osages. 
dwelling to the north, when they en- 
tered the country of the French set- 
tlers to burn, pillage and slay. Over 
this old trail Renault, accompanied 
by his army of adventurers and his 
slaves from Domingo, made their tor- 
tuous way into the lead country of 
Potosi. Over this trail was hauled 
goods from the old town of Ste. 
Genevieve to be retailed in the new 
village of St. Louis. Along i t  were 
tragedies taking their tolls of the 
pioneers' lives in  the great adven- 
ture of opening up the wilderness. 
Over it hurried the volunteer troops 
of early times in  defense of the scat- 
tered peoples of a new country-dur- 
ing the Indian wars and in the second 
war with Great Britain. 

Oldest Burial Ground 
In Ste. Genevieve is the oldest 

Christian burial ground west of the  
great river. In it are  graves of men 
and women who, in the past century, 
directed the destinies and were t h e  
social arbiters of a new civilization. 
On their grave stones a re  inscriptions 
in Latin, French, German and English. 
And the names thereon a r e  of men 
and women who should be remem- 
bered with reverence due to the mak- 
ers of our country's colonial history. 

The highway continues to Perry- 
ville, the Barrens of a century ago. 
where was established a seminary that  
became, and still is, the mother house 
of the Vincentian order in America. 
and from which went the flrst resident 
bishop of the  Catholic diocese of St. 
Louis. The tourist today may see t h e  
sacristy in which that  venerable pre- 
late was won't to perform devotions. 

Underneath Perryville are  numer- 
ous caverns and passages, through 
which flow a subterranean stream. In 
that  stream are  fishes without eyes. 
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imth of Perryville is the country 
La Riviere a la Pomme, where t h ~  
manons had their village of Chilli- 
he, the largest village of the tribe. 
Rlviere a la Pomme, now called 

Ple Creek, is  one of the most beau- 
11 streams of the Ozark foothills. 
e r e  the Kingshighway crosses it 

stream is  the dividing line be- 
,en the Counties of Cape Girardeau 
I Perry. 

Feast of the Small Grain 
Vhere Chillicathe once stood is  the 
sent-day village of Longtown. I t  

ru~ght be well for the tourist in pass- 
ing through this village to know 
something of its predecessor, the 
Chawanon village of a century ago. 

The Shawnee Indians, who came in- 
to the country with Louis Lorimier, 
during the Spanish regime, were on 
terms of friendship with the French 
r i t lmna of Ste. Genevieve, by whom 

?re called Chawanons. 
e autumn of the year it  was 
iry for the people of Ste. 
!ve to visit the village of Chilli. 
rnd join with the Indians in 
nnual sports and feasting in 
e du Petit Ble, the Feast of 
all Grain. 
~g the Chawanons were two 
whites, a man and a girl, who 
n captured i n  infancy and who 
?n reared as members of the 
rhe young man was Mark Con- 
3, a French Canadian. The 
lzan Henn, was probably of 
descent, as she had been cap- 

y the tribe in Pennsylvania. 
is  annual festival there were 
rrchery and other sports en- 
n by the young men of both 
the victor being given tha 
e of naming the Queen of 
~d Beauty for the feast which 
he day's activities. 
be side of the field in which 
tests were held was a large 
xorated with ripened wheat 
ian corn, upon which sat  the 
chief, the military command- 

the Catholic priest from Ste 
ve. 
e occasion Mark was declared 
and to him was given the 
e of naming the Queen of 
nd Beauty. He placed the 
r golden wheat upon the gold 
ses of Suzan and conducted 
he queen's throne. 
he asked the old chief's per- 
to make Suzan his bride. The 
onsented and married the 
ouple by the rites of the In- 
ibe, after which the priest 
e. Genevieve joined them in 

according to the beautiful 
~f the Catholic church, this 

being the first marriage by 
ian priest in Missouri. 
ming of  Cape Girardeau 
ng La Riviere a la Pomme the 
traverses a picturesque coun- 

nding along ridges, slrirtinq 
[ valleys, until i t  reaches Cape 
u on the bank of the Father  
?rs, where, nearly two cen- 
go, a young French ensign, 
rardeau, came to trade with 
Co+ltinttrd o+i  Page 36) 
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Western Carriers Say Their Situation 
Demands Rate Increases 

Ask I .  C .  C .  to Consider W e s t e r n  R a t e  P r o b l e m  
Separately-Reductions Already Eflected Haoe 

Hurt Their Earnings and Credit 
The brief which the western and Mountain Pacific Railroads filed with the 

Interstate Commerce Commission on April 20, contrary to the impression 
gained in some quarters, was not an application for increased rates. I t  was 
a memorandum submitted as the result of an invitation extended by the Com- 
mission regarding the rate structure investigation to be undertaken in accord- 
ance .with the HockSmith resolution approved by Congress in January. 

The purposes of the brief and the points which i t  brings out are: 

1. That the earnings of the West- 
ern roads since 1920 have a t  no time 
approached the "fair return" and 
have, a t  all times, been considerably 
less than the earnings of the Eastern 
and Southern roads. 

2. That although the purposes of 
the Transportation Act, so far a s  they 
pertain to the maintenance of ade- 
quate system of transportation, have 
been fully realized, so far a s  the re- 
habilitation of the credit of the car- 
riers is  concerned, they have not been 
fully realized. 

3. That for these reasons a gener- 
al rate investigation must show that  
the facts warrant rate  increases 
rather than rate  decreases. 

4. That in any consideration of the 
rate structure, the present condition 
of the Western carriers makes i t  im- 
perative that Western rates be con- 
sidered apart from the general rate  
structure of the country a s  a whole. 

The carriers of the Western district 
and the Western and Mountain Pacific 
groups comprise 132,377 miles, or 56.2 
per cent of the total mileage of the 
Class I railroads. 
Rate History Since 1920 in the West 

The brief of the Western carriers 
first recites the rate  reductions which 
they have already been called upon to 
accept in the last four years. The 
brief says: 

"The railroads in the Western Dis- 
trict had been called upon to make 
sacrifices in their rates and revenues 
for the purpose of ameliorating the 
agricultural d i s c o ~ t e n t  which had fol- 
lowed upon the decline of agricultural 
prices in 1920. They had reduced 
their rates on the products of agricul- 
ture more than on the other commod- 
ities which they handled. 

"In 1921 this Commission had re- 
viewed the rates on live stock in the 
Western District and had recommend- 
ed a reduction of 20 per cent in the 
long-haul rates. 

"As shown by t,he decision of the 
Commission in that case, the live 
stock rates were not considered ex- 
cessive from a transportation stand- 
point, but the rednction was recom- 
mended 'to assist in tiding the live 
stock industry over its present period 
of adversity and to hasten a return 
to hetter conditions and business 

erity.' The carriers complied 

with this recommendation and pub- 
lished the reduced rates. 

"In the same year the Commission 
ordered the carriers in the Western 
District to take off one-half of the in- 
creases in the rates which had been 
authorized in 1920 on wheat and its 
products, and on coarse grains and 
products a further ten per cent below 
the reduced rates on wheat and pro- 
ducts, in  all except the Pacific Coast 
territory. 

Present Rates Almost As Low 
As in 1919 

"The effect of this order was to  
reduce rates on wheat and i ts  prod- 
ucts by 13 per cent and on coarse 
grain by 21.7 per cent, or an aver- 
age reduction on all grain and grain 
products of over 17 per cent. The 
drastic nature of the reductions and 
the resulting preference to agricul- 
tural products is  shown by the fol- 
lowing statement of the Commission 
in its 1924 decision reviewing the ef- 
fect of the reduced rates: 

"'Generally stated, the rates on 
wheat and its products, a s  well a s  
hay, in this group a re  now 117.5 per 
cent, the rates on coarse grains 
105.75 per cent, and the rates on all 
other commodities 121.5 per cent of 
the corresponding tates  in effect a t  
the end of Federal control.' 
"The carriers complied with these 

recommendations and orders and also 
reduced the rates on other products 
of the farm and ranch, including the 
short-haul rates on live stock, by 10 
per cent, on or about January 1, 1922. 
Subsequently, a s  a result of the Com- 
mission's action in 'Reduced Rates, 
1922,' supra, they reduced their rates 
generally on other commodities by 10 
per cent. 

"With slight modifications all of 
these reductions have continued in 
effect and there have also been numer- 
ous other rate  reductions, some of 
them accorded by the carriers without 
formal orders and some upon formal 
orders of regulatory authorities, in- 
cluding the s tate  commissions. 
I. C. C. Has Twice Said Reductions 

Unwarranted 
"The Commission has twice re- 

viewed i ts  action in respect to i ts  in- 

A. C. Patek, St. Louis, Appointed 
Assistant General Freight Agent 

Author of "Traffic Management" Has 
Served Frisco in Traffic Depart- 

ment Eighteen Years 

Announcement of the appointment 
of A. T. Patek to the position of as- 
sistant general freight agent, with 
headquarters in St. Louis, effective 
April 1, was received with pleasure by 
his many friends on the Frisco. 

A. C. PATEK. 
Assistant General Freight Agent 

Mr. Patelr's ~ romot ion  came through 
the recent death of F. C. ~ u m b e c k ,  
assistant general freight agent. J. 
M. Strupper succeeded Mr. Dumbeck 
and H. P. Norden succeeded Mr. 
Strupper. Mr. Patek took Mr. Nor- 
den's position. 

Mr. Patek has spent 18 years with 
this railroad and has made a thorough 
study of its territory and i ts  prob- 
lems. 

He entered the service of the 
freight traffic department in Septem- 
ber, 1907, serving in various steno- 
graphic and clerical capacities. Dur- 
ing the past eleven years he has 
handled freight rate and tariff mat- 
ters and made a comprehensive study 
of freiaht rate structures and related 
problems. 

In  1923, Mr. Patek published a 400- 
page book on "Tariff Management", 
which was immediately received a s  a 
nleritorious work. 

His book has been adopted a s  a 
text by the Ohio. State University and 
the University of Syracuse, (New 
York), and is being used a s  a refer- 
ence book in a number of schools of 
business administration. 

Mr. Patek is married and lives a t  vestigation of the rates o-n grain, grain 
(Continued on Page 31) 3309 ~ u ~ p h r e y  Street, St. Louis, Mo. 
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mer, is responsible for many ship- Romantic H is t o ry Blends With Modern ments or iron and steel products. The  
coal mines are  but a short distance 

Industry at East Thomas, Ala. and ployed the in Mallet the service type engines to more are  heavy eni- 

tonnage of coal which is mined for 
about 75 miles along the road. 

East Thonias is also important be- 
Fine Frisco Shops Stand on Site of Indian Massacres-Creek cause it is the t e r~nina i  point for 

Indians Grew Tobacco Where Locomotives Roar Today steamer merchandise from the sea- 
coast to various points in the west. 

HE City of East Thomas, Ala., is T located half way between Birminp 
ham and Pra t t  City, in the valley be- 
tween North Highlands and Acipco. 
The name was inherited from the own- 
e r  of Thomas furnace which located 
near the west end of the yards. The 
East Thomas yards run along beside 
the banks of Village Creeli, which is 
historically famous in the history of 
Alabama. 

Village Creek was so czlled because 
of the many Indian villages which 
were a t  one time located along its 
picturesque banks. These were tribes 
of the Creek Indians who caused so 
much trouble by their many horrible 
massacres of the white settlers. They 

begun to build a yard to serve future 
traffic problems. The vast level fields 
easily afforded this expansion from 
time to time. John Connelly, a veteran 
of 36 years' service, was handling the 
work train a t  this time and unloaded 
thousands of cars of material to fill 
in the low places. 

The yards were soon opened for 
actual service and a joint terminal, 
with the Central of Georgia and Illi- 
nois Central established. A small 
yard office, without light or heat was 
the only office for these yards in those 
days. 

In 1922 it  was decided to move the 
Ninth Avenue yard office, shops aiid 
roundhouse to East Thomas, and 

SCESES AND FOLKS A T  E A S T  l1HO31AS 
Photvgraph No. 1 shows engine 2006 af ter  being overhauled. Standing a t  its 

head, is  F. A. Beyer, Jr., machine and  deadwork foreman. This picture shows the 
Lewis D r a f t  Appliance, which gives to  this huge f re ight  engine. additional 
power The appliance is a t  the f ront  of the engine. 

No. 2-left to right. F. B. Couchman, roundhouse foreman and F. A. Beyer, J r . ,  
machine and  deadwork foreman. 

No. 3-shows engine 2002 just  a f ter  being overhauled, and the crew tha t  ac- 
corn~l ished this task.  Standing on the  f ront  row, reading from left  to  right. 
L. H. Gomer, general  foreman (with the h a t  o n ) ;  F. A. Beyer, Jr . ,  and D. J. 
Cutcliff, boiler foreman. 

were finally overpowered by General work begun to enlarge the yards. The 
Jackson a t  Horse Shoe Bend. The new yards were completed and open- 
present Eas t  Thomas Yards were the ed for service in 1924 and the entire 
old corn and tobacco fields of the forces moved to the new location. 
Creek Indians and the creek is but a 
few minutes' walk from the yards. One o f  Largest Terminals 

The  construction of what is now This made East  Thomas one of 
Eas t  Thomas yard. began about 15 the largest -terminals on the entire 
years ago, when the freight yards in system. In handling commodities 
Birmingham were congested with cars. such a s  iron, steel and coal, the East  
East  Thomas yards were first built Thomas yards exceed all other yards 
as storage yards, but its value as a on the system. The Bessemer Branch, 
large terminal was foreseen and work running from East Thomas to Besse- 

The most modern equipment was 
used in constructing the new yards 
and the large electric turntable which 
will easily accoinmodate the largest 
engine, is  one of the  features. The  
pits in the roundhouse were all blast- 
ed out and are  solid rock. The.power 
house, machine shop, and lumber mill 
a re  equipped with the new and latest 
machinery. 

- 
L. H. Gomer says he  has  under h i s  

supervision, men he would not trade 
for gold. 

Not long ago engine 1617 broke a 
crown pin. The engine arrived a t  
the roundhouse at  2:30 p. m. Mr. 
Gomer advised his men he wanted a 
w i c k  job of netting the wheels out. 

At 4:00 D, m., his force had dropped 
two pair of wheels, and had them 
ready to be shipped to Memphis. 

- -  

I A Lesson for Everyone! I 
It only takes a bit of courtesy to 

malce boosters out of uninterested 
folks. 

When Ticket Agent J. A. Frye, of 
Tulsa, Okla., rendered a personal 
service to B. L. Singley, president of 
the Meadeville, Pa., concern of Key- 
stone View Company a few days ago, 
he  turned Mr. Singley from a traveler 
with only a casual interest in rail- 
roads, into a 100 per cent, day and 
night booster for the particular brand 
of Frisco service. 

Mr. Singley left his overcoat, with 
pockets full of valuable matter, in the  
Tulsa station, when he left for Chi- 
cago. Ticket Agent Frye found the  
coat, sent it  on to its owner and the 
coat was again on Mr. Singley's back 
shortly after he  arrived a t  the LaSalle 
Hotel. . 

Following is a letter from Mr. Sing- 
ley to Ticket Agent Frye, which, indi- 
cates beyond a doubt what he thinks 
of the Frisco: 

Mr. J. A. Frye,  
Brisco DeDot. - --~.. 
Tulsa, ~ k i a h o m a .  
Dear Mr. Frye: 

I wan t  to thank you a thousand 
times and more. too, for  the kind 
service you rendered me in ship- 
ping my overcoat. I t  a r r ~ v e d  ~n 
Chicago on Monday morning, when 
i t  was  uncomfortably cold. I took 
a taxi to t he  Hotel LaSalle and im- 
mediately a f t e r  lunch the  coat was  
there with all  i ts  contents and per- 
fectly satisfactory. I hope tha t  
some day when I am In Tulsa, I 
can have' the pleasure of having 
you wlth me for lunch or d ~ n n e r .  

Again thanking you very kindly, 
I am, 

Yours very sincerely. 
B. L. SINGLEI'. 




