
Alluvial Empire of Southeast Missouri and No 
Arkansas One of World's Richest Sectio 

Famous "Super-Soil" Section Served by Frisco Offers Rema 
Opportunities to Homeseeker-Only One-fourth Developed N( 

?-""2TD you know that the Gulf of Mexico once diately to the north, the gateway to the £192 extended up into the United States to about =stern marliets; Kansas City to the w, 
?--2 the present nlouth of the Ohio River? phis as an outlet to the principal marts of the Southeast, 

When you were on the Frisco between Chaffee and this section is indeed fortunate in its location. A car 
Memphis, did you notice that the land is as level as of cattle, hay, grain or produce may be loaded one 
a floor ? . day and be in St. Louis or Memphis the following 

If you've knocked around in that part of Southeast morning. 
Missouri a n d Its Geological 
Northeast A r- History 
kansas do you Geologists say 
recall h a v i n g that the Gulf of 
seen a rock or M e x i c o  once 
stone as big as had an "arm" 
your fist? reaching up into 

Or did you t h e  U n i t e d  
notice the soil, States to about 
or hear anyone the present loca- 
talk about i t ?  tion of Cape 

There is an Girardeau, a lit- 
interesting and tle north o f 
instructive story C a i r o. This 
in the super-soil "arnl" varied in 
section, servcd wiclth from a 
so thoroughly by C L E A R I N G  V I R G I N  TIMBER L A N D  few miles at its 
the Frisco Lines. 
Rut first let us tell you of the admirable service which 
this railroad gives to the "finest soil in the world". 

The Frisco Lines, with its two trunk lines out of 
Memphis leading toward both St. Lo~iis ant1 Kansas 
City, penetrate the heart of the alluvial land district 
of Southeast Missoruri antl Northeast Arkansas. These 
trunk lines mith tributary branches form a perfect 
network of steel rails, affording this region splentlid 
transportation facilities. Beginning just belo\v Cape 
Girardeau, R~o., a thriving city mith a population of 
approximately 18,000 people, and located one hundred 
and thirty-two miles south of St. Louis, this great 
alluvial distiict of Southeast Missouri and Northeast 
Arkansas ex:ends southward to the very suburbs of 
the City of hlemphis and in & northwesterly direction 
from Memphis to the foothills of the Ozarhs, ahich 
can be rearlily traced 011 a map of the Frisco Lines, 
following their main lines from Memphis toward Kan- 
sas City, to Jonesboro, Ark. With St. Louis imme- 

upper or north 
end, to 50, 60 and almost 100 miles in width farther 
down toward the place where New Orleans now stands. 

I t  is the theory that this land was made thousands 
of years ago by deposits from the Mississippi River 
whose mouth, in those days, was just below Cape 
Girardeau or perhaps about where the Ohio River now 
comes into the Mississippi. 

This process of filling in the Gulf of hlIexico is go- 
ing on today below S e w  Orleans. If you will look 
at a map you will notice that there is a long neck of 
land stretching out into the Gulf on either side of the 
IIississippi niiles below New Orleans. All this land 
lvas "made" from river deposits. Governn~ent cn- 
gineers figure that a mile of new land is created at 
the hlirsissippi's mouth in from 16 to 20 years' time. 

You may have heard of the Delta of the Kile River 
and its great fertility. The name "Delta" supposedly 
came from the Greek letter ~vhich is triangular in 
shape--the shape of the land at the mouth of the Nile. 
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phosphorus is mentioned because it 
is the most difficult soil element to 
restore. Nitrogen can be put back 
in the ground with legume crops 
like p a s ,  clover, alfalfa and the 
like. The other elenlent potassium, 
is seldom deficient in any soil, so 
phosphorus is the important thing. 
Restored artificially by a farmer, it 
often costs several dollars an acre. 

I t  is little wonder, then, that 
splendid farms are being developed 
in Southeast Missouri and North- 
east Arkansas along the line of the 
Frisco, and further south toward 
the Gulf in this same "Alluvial 
Empire." 

The region has been slow to come to the front but 
when one knows the causes, it is readily understocxl. 

Even today, many people have an impression of 
the country that was gained in the old days when the 
region was not reclaimed antl developed as it is no~7. 

1,700 Miles oj Levees 
I n  the old days, the land being level and jus t  a bit 

above the high-water stage of the Mississippi, it was 
subject to periodical overflow 1 

was high. T o  stop this, great 
been built. These are now pra 
they total more than 1,700 miles In lengtn. lney are 
merely big "fills" in an unbroken line on both sides of 
the river where the land is level-where there are no 
bluffs to prevent overflow. 

One easily could imagine that these levees were 
thrown up as "fills" for a railroad. In places they 
tower 50 feet high, with a base of 300 or inore feet. 
People in the lower Mississippi Valley have becn builtl- 
ing SLICII protecting levees since 1717, the year that the 
City of New Orleans was laid out by French engineers. 

- - 
,vhen the Mississippi and the cotlntry appears . 
levees or dikes have "bottom land" as so many 
ctically complete and Another development, 1. 

1 _ I  m a  r - I  r . r  . 

SPLENDID ROADS AND BEAUTIFUL HOMES 

Only in the last twenty-odd years have great strides 
been made, for it was not until 1917 that the Govern- 
ment started making appropriatioils to rush the work 
along and finish it. 

Now there are no longer any great overflows by the 
Mississippi and the rich, level land stretching out for 
miles on either side of the stream is protected. Homes 
have k e n  built under the very shadow of the levee lines 

more like prairie land than 
think of it. 

lowever, was necessary be- 
lore me sarest Iarming could be practiced. Recalling 
tli& the land lies level for mile after mile, the question 
of drainage had to be solved. In rainy weather, the 
water passed off yery slowly, for the land has a fall 
of but a little more than one foot to the mile. So arti- 
ficial drainage was necessary. 

Landowners undertook artificia! drainage on a big 
scale only a decade ago. Now there are organized 
drainage districts, just like road districts or school 
districts, antl these raise the money and let contracts 

for drainage ditches. Once these 

BRINGING COTTON TO THE GIN 

- 

systems are finished. the district is 
iinlriediately convertecl into an ideal 
farming section. Where conditions 
were bad from the hcalth stantl- 
point before drainage, with stand- 
ing water, nlosquitoes antl the likc, 
all these trouldes quickly disap- 
peared. There is no more health- 
ful  country for farming anywhere. 
Practically every foot of the great 
area of alluvial land in Southeast 
Missouri as well as in Northeast 
Arkansas now is drained. Most 
of it has been accomplished only 
in the last few years. Thc result 
i r  that the fast growth in popula- 



tion and in number of f a r m  has only begun. The 
counties in Southeast h4issouti and Northeast Arkansas 
showed the greatest population gain by the 1920 census 
of any other counties in the two states. 

Artesian Water Everywhere 
There is another interesting feature about the region 

and this is that artesian water can be found by boring 
wells from a few score to a few hundred feet down. I t  
is the finest, purest water to be found anywhere and 
practically every town, including the City of Memphis, 
and almost every energetic, progressive farmer, depends 
entirely for water upon this strata of artesian suppIy. 
I11 some places the pressure is sufficient to shoot water 
into the air from wells. A steady flow, much like a 
spring, is almost to be guaranteed for every farm yard. 

From the farming standpoint, the region probably 
is not surpassed by any other farming region anywhere. 

Former Governor Frank 0. Lowden, of Illinois, who 
owns more than 30,000 acres of land in the alluvial 
section of Ar- 
liansas, declared 
in a speech at 
Memphis n o t  
long ago that he 
had sent experts 
over the worlcI 
to find the rich- 
est lands and 
they picked the 
lands in t h e  
1 o w e r Missis- 
sippi Valley. 

"Wherever I 
have gone, in 
this country or 
in any other, I 
have seen no 

CostIy barns and the like are not necessary. Spring 
is early, meaning early c r o p  for the early markets- 
and fat prices. Fall comes late and the growing sea- 
son is so long that two crops of many things, such 
as Irish potatoes, can be grown on the same land in the 
same year. Wheat and oats can be followed with 
some other crop for two crops a year. 

Not only can this region produce everything that 
the so-called corn belt and wheat belt produces, but it 
is the finest cotton country in the world. "In the 
rvorld" takes in a lot of territory, but it is true. Mis- 
sissippi County, the northeast corner county of Ar- 
kansas, not only is the greatest cotton county of Ar- 
kansas, but it is the greatest in the world! And the 
Frisco line runs right through the very choicest of 
Mississippi County's farming section. Incidentally, 
this county isn't yet one-half in cultivation and it has 
less than 500,000 acres-just an average county. The 
town of Blytheville, Ark., now is just 25 years old. I t  

had 302 people 

6 about 24 years 

i ago. Today its 
p o p u 1 a tion is 
more than 10,- 
000 - nearer 
12,000 according 
to late figures. 
Other t o  w n s 

U '  that are thriving - 
and growing and 
a r e prosperous 
centers of busi- 
ness have sprung 
up in the last 
few years. 

THIS SECTION IS  FAMOUS FOR THE PRODUCTION OF FINE MULES One-fourth 
Developed Now 

lands that in my opinion are the equal of the alluvial 
lands of these southern states," Mr. Lowden declared. 

In a book dealing with southern agriculture and 
soils, Hugh Hammond Bennett of the Bureau of Soils, 
U. S. Department of Agriculture, says: 

"These alluvial soils constitute one of the most pro- 
ductive agricultural regions in the world. The great 
area of these lands already in cultivation," he con- 
tinues, "is being rapidly added to by the reclamation 
of swampy lands and the clearing off of the timber. 
Much of the soil consists of 'buckshot land' (Sharkey 
clay) the productiveness of which is probably not ex- 
ceeded by any soil anywhere." 

A Splendid Climate 
In that section of the "Alluvial Empire" through 

which the Frisco Lsnes pass, it is neither "up north" 
nor "down south" but a happy combination of both. 
The winters are short and mild. Livestock can run 
out all winter and can graze 10 months of the year. 

The "Alluvial Empire" of the lower Mississippi Val- 
ley is less than one-fourth developed now. It  already 
produces 90 per cent of America's finest cotton, known 
as "long staple upland cotton" to distinguish it from 
Egyptian cotton. It yields almost every crop imagin- 
able, including truck or garden crops, which are just 
being started on, a scde to warrant car-load shipments. 
Radishes, tomatoes, beans, etc., can be gotten to market 
for the fat spring prices-and practically overnight to 
St. Louis, Chicago, Cleveland and other buying centers 
-via Frisco, of course. 
Thc people who live in this wonder country are 

mostly from other states-come into start anew o r  to 
grasp new and better opportunities. They are confident 
that there is no better land anywhere. 

And it is a source of comtant satisfaction to folks 
of the Frism that this railroad played such a large 
part in the development of this territory, and is now 

(Now turn to Page 20, please.) 



Five Carrigan Brothers Serve One Hu 
Eightym two Years With Friso 

Matt, Frank, John, Tom and Charlie Carrigan Started as sectionmen 
on Same Section-Father Before Them With Frisco 

I N T H E  little city of Knobview, Missouri, ninety- 
five miles west of St. Louis on the Frisco Lines, 

the residents will tell you an interesting story of a 
pioneer Frisco family. They tell it proudly out there, 
for the Frisco spirit is instilled deeply in the com- 
n~unity life of the town. 

The name "Carrigan" is almost one to invoke rever- 
ence from I<nobview residents, for they know and he- 
lieve in the five members of that family who have 
worked for the Frisco Railway for a total o i  182 years. 

The histories of Matt and Frank, Charlie, John and 
Tom Carrigan, the Frisco men, are an open book to 
those of Knobview. They know of their continuous 
service and glory ' " 

Not only do th 
152 years of Frisc 
career on the saw 
only a few montl 
on the Eastern D 
of the St. Louis ' 
of the five who 1 

But, to start at  
tory of service tvj 

Along in the e 
Carrigan came to 
the father and m . . .... _ _  --. _..- 

mother. They drifted down into Missouri at the time 
the old Atlantic & Pacific, now the Frisco, was being 
constructed from Cuba to Rolla, Nissouri. 

ALL HELPED TO BUILD 

All of the family helped in the construction of the 
road. One of the sons was a contractor and sublet the 
road to other men, while the father worked on tlie 
grade by day, and the mother kept a great number of 
section men who were at that time en~ployecf, as board- 
ers. They moved from place to place with the con- 
struction of the road. 

After the road was conipleted, the Carrigan family 
came to Knobview and bought a farm, where they lived 
for eighteen years. 

The little fanily consisted of five sons and four 
daughters, born t o  the Carrigan's while they lived on 
the Knohview farm. 

And here the present generation began with the 
Frisco. 

Each of these boys started his career on the section 
near Knobview, each was ~rornoted to brakeman and 
three of then1 at this time are passenger conductors out 
of St. Imiiu on Frisco trains. 

Frank Carrigan is the passenger conductor on trains 
Sos. 1 and 2. He is the oldest of the five brothers, 
and his career started in 1851, when he worked on the 
section. He  was promoted to brakeman in '82, and in 
'91 was promoted to passenger conductor. That was 
long ago when hand brakes were in vogue and, accord- 
ing to Mr. Carrigan, one of their "huge" type engines 
could now he put in the tender of one of the new 1500's. 

A N  ATTEMPTED HOLDUP 

xt interest : 
the train on which 
m e  suddenly to a 
I the early evening, 
estigate and found 
Several men were 

~a l ia ,  and Mr. Car- 
e borrowed a gun 
Ker, slipped up by 
lac1 covered the en- 
them, they would 

They went through 
the tram on the other slde and by this time, the bandits 
had put dynamite to the safe in the baggage car and 
11x1 gone some distance back from the car, but the 
charge did not explocle. The bandits retreated to the 
woods, where Mr. Carrigan and Dr. Bonder followed. 
Thc engineer and fireman pulled the train on into 
Pacific, and shortly thereafter, Mr. Carrigan came 
into Pacific with one of the bandits, who was turned 
over to the authorities at that point. 

STORY NEVER TOLD 

Mr. Carrigan shunned p~iblicity, and would never 
allow an account of this act to be published before. 

Below is a copy of the letter Mr. Carrigan received . . 

concerning his courageoils act, from Mr. H. L. Mor- 
rill, vice-president and general manager at that time 

Frank Carrlgan,  Esq.. 
Conductor. Frisco Rallwav. . -~   ear s ir :  

I take much pleasure in commending your prompt 
Anb gal lan t  services in capturing train robbers last 
week. . . - - . - . 

While the company doe% not expect its train and 
enginemen to rashly imperil their lives, or the lives of  
their passengere, in resisting train robbers who have 




