
SAFER THAN EVER BEFORE 

Statistics P r o v e  Increasing S a f e t y  
in Rai lway  O p e r a t i o n  

Last Two Decades Brought Remark- 
able Accident Redu-tion to 

Employes 

T HE work of railway employes has  
been safer this year than ever  
before and the record for safe 

handling of passengers has bec.~ bel- 
ter within the last three years thav 
ever before although not quite so  good 
this year as last year. The liailway 
Age, which publishes statistics show- 
in.: the increase in the safety of rail- 
way oceration, says that it is now 
only one-third as  dangerous to worlr 
for the railways and only one-fifth a:; 
dangerous to ride on their passenger 
trains as it was twenty years ago. 

"The proqress that has been made 
in increasinq the safety of operation," 
the Railway Age says, "is stsiliingly 
illustrated hy statistics of the last 
two decades. In 1904 one man out 
of each 357 em:;loyed by the railways 
was killed. In 1914 this had been 
reduced to one employe in 538, and 
in 1924 to one in 1,164. The record 
of 1924 a s  regards safety of employes 
is the best ever made in any entire 
year. In the first eight months of 
1924, however, one enlploye in each 
1,784 was lrilled while in the first eiqht 
months of 1925 only one in each 1,824 
was killed, which indicates that the 
record of 1925 will show further im- 
provement. The annual accident fig- 
ures show that railway employment is 
less than one-third a s  hazardous a s  it  
was twenty years ago, and less than 
one-half as  hazardolls a s  a decade ago. 

"In 1904 the railways carried 49.- 
712,503 pas'jengers one mile tor each 
passenger who was killed. 111 1914 
they carried 152,401,815 passengers 
one mile for each that was killed, 
and in 1924, 244,642,919 passengers 
oue mile for each that was killed. 
These figures show that travel by rail 
last year wax only about one-fifth as  
hazardous as  twenty years before and 
only son?ewhat more than half as  
hazardous as ten years ago. In 1914 
the actull number of passengers Itilled 
was 441;  in 1907, 610-the highesi 
figure e e r  reached-and in 1924 only 
1 4 9  111 the first eight months of 
1924 the number of passengers killed 
was 101, and in the first eight months 
of 1926 it was 106. Statistics of acci- 
dents show there is hardly anything 
a man can (lo now, excepting stay in 
bed, that is safer  than riding on a 
passenger train. 

"In spite of the increase in tlie 
number of motor vel~icles even fatal 
accidents a t  hiqhway grade crossings 
a re  beginninq to decrease. There 
w a s  a reduction of them in 1924 a s  
compared with 1923. and in the first 
eight months of 1925 the number of 
persons lrilled a t  grade crossings was 
1.324 as compared with 1,359 in the 
corresponding period of last year." 
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"It Was My Duty," Says Warehouse 
Foreman Who Risked Life 

Ed. Browning, Granbury, Texas, Saoes Six Box Cars 
from Fire-Claims No Credit 

By BEN B. LEWlS 

" I  didn't d o  n th ixg  ontside of  WZJI duty-no more  thms on31 11ta11 woztld d o  
w h o  coitsiders the company's iuterest the s a w ?  n s  his  o c w "  

T HAT is the modest and loyal com- 
ment of Ed. Browning. 50, stal- 
wart warehouse forevan of 

Granbury, Texas, who. on the morn- 
ing of Xovember 2G, 1923, saved s is  
bos cars, three of them loaded with 
valuable commodities, from being con- 
sunled in a fire which raged a t  the 
plant of thc Granbury Cotton Oil Mill 
before daybreak on that date. 

Browning is a huge fellow, with 
blown eyes to match 11;s name and a 
massive jaw which seems to back 
up his assertion that he can still 
outlitt any man in Granbury and out- 
work any three of the JrOU11g bucks 
\:-110 clutter up the payrolls of th? 
railways in these effete, balloon-trous- 
ered times. He has been working for 
the Frisco for nearly thirty years. 
beginning. a s  he expresses it, a s  a 
"chunk of a boy," shortly after the 
Frisco first huilt into Granbury. Iil 
fact, he clearly remembers seeing 
Capt. B. B. Paddock and the captain's 
seventeen-year-old daughter ride the 
co\vcatcher of the first train into the 
town. amid the cheers of the biggest 
croivd ever assembled in Granbury, 
either before or since. 

Fire Alarm Woke Him 
On this particular Thanksgiving 

morning Browning was awalrened b . ~  
the fire whistle about six o'cloclr, and 
on looking out of his window he saw 
the glare of flames in the direction 
of the depot, nearly half a mile away. 
Dressing hurriedly, and not waiting 
lor his wife to get up and s tar t  the 
family flivver (for Ed. has uevcr 
learned to drive), he ran towald the 
fire, and discovered that it was the 
Granhury Cotton Oil Mill which is 
located abont three hundred yards 
from the depot. 

The mill itself is housed in rock 
buildings that cover ap~;roximately 
one-fourth of a city bloclr, and the 
adjoining boiler room is a lolty affair 
of framework, with galvanized roo: 
and sides, where the two giant boil- 
ers a re  located. 

Just  outside the boiler room (where 
the fire started) is a sunken concrete 
vat capable of holding five tank cars 
of fuel oil, which was half full on 
this occasion. Alongside the buildings 
and the fuel vat, runs the spur track 
which serves this industry and on 
which, ten or twelve feet from the 
vat a r e  the track scales. Across the 
traclts, about fifty feet further north, 

are  the stockpens and loading chute 
1.~1011giilg to the Frisco. 

Boiler Room Blazing 
When Erowning arrived on the 

scene the boiler room was a n  inferno. 
The fuel vat, whoxe rock-and-concrete 
rim rises about a foot from the 
ground, was on fire, and the oil was 
boiling over the top and spreading 
ac?oss the traclts and 'toward the 
! toclrpenx. Some of the burning oil 
l!owed down into the scaIe-pit, and 
the names were licking upward 
tl~rough the cracks. Billows of thick 
smoke were blown on a stiff breeze, 
which carried the fire across the 
tracks. 

On the scales sat  a loaded car of 
cottonseecl cake, for which the bill 
of lading had been signed the night 
before. One other load was nest  to  
this car, to  the south, and a load and 
three empties were just off the scales 
to the north. 

The night shift of mill hands was 
fighting valiantly, with what facilities 
they had, throwing sand and digging 
dams against the burning oil. The city 
firemen arrived and turned on the 
water, which seemed to do more harm 
than good. The car on the scales 
caught fire, was put ont, and caught 
again and again. Xo question came 
to any man's mind but that the entire 
string of cars was doomed. 

To no man's mind, that is, but Ed. 
Erowning's. 

In the face of !r~-otests that the work 
\?.IS futile and dangerous, he secured 
his pinch bar from its niche in the 
stoclcpens, where he frequently needs 
~ t ,  and started the first empty down 
thc incline which slol~es from the 
mill toward the depot. Commandeer- 
ing a sixteen-year-old boy who had 
sor.?e sporting blood in his veins, he 
ordered the boy to ride the car and 
set the bra1cr.s when the car should 
come to the public crossing. When 
this was done he went to work on 
the second car. A nearo mill hand 
rode the second car, and Ed. started 
tlie third one. 

The Last Car Saved 
By this time, other men began to 

catch the fever, and willing hands 
began to push. Al! but the last car 
were thus rolled to safety, and by 
this tiwe the flames were roaring out 
from thc fuel vat in earnest. The 



The Frisco Band of Enid, Oklahoma - 
Newest on the System 



EFFICIENT TRACK WALKER 

George  S tan ley ,  C e n t r a l  Divis ion,  

Discovers  " W a l n u t  S ta ined"  

Rai l  

Foreman J. J. Ford Explains Efficient 
Track Inspection at Central 

Division Meeting 

,, " - - "  - - w - - . . - - - - - -  
the most efficient and best way 

of performing his work, and this rule 
holds good in every branch of en- 
deavor. 

A most forceful exan~ple has come 
to the attention of the accident Pre- 
vention bureau, which has to  do with 
the timely discovery of a cracked rail 
by a track walker. 

The story mas told a t  a central di- 
vision accident prevention meeting a t  
Springdale, Ark., November 29 and 
the facts substantiated by the sec- 
tion foreman who produced the 
cracked rail which was discovered by 
one of his track walkers. 

The section foreman, J .  J .  Ford, is 
fifty-five years of age, and for thirty- 
three years he has been watching 
track and instructing new men in the 
best way to inspect and keep it  safe 
for operation. 

A number of track wallcers a r ?  un- 
der Ford's supervision. From his 
long experience he  has learned that 
the best way to walk track is  not 
down the middle, where the defect 
mould have to be most apparent to  be  
discovered, but on the outside, where 
the eyes can inspect the outside of 
the rail nearest and the inside of 
the rail further away. On returning 
over the same ground, the track 
walker takes the  opposite side, and 
so, a thorough inspection is made of 
both side and top of the rail. In this 
way defects can often be detected that 
would otherwise escape observation. 

George Stanley. track walker, 
started-on his to"; of inspection on 
the morning of November 25 with 
these instructions firmly in mind. His 

experience totals nineteen years a s  a 
trackman and four years of this has 
been spent in the Fort  Smith yard. 

Saw "Walnut Stains" 
Before he had gone very far he 

saw what is known in track walkers' 
parlance a s  "walnut stains" appear- 
ing on one side of the rail and run- 
ning down to the ground. These tell- 
tale stain marks caused him to make 
a detailed inspection on hands and 
knees, and he  found a longitudinal 
crack approximately twelve inches in 
length opposite the gauge side, or the 
outside of the rail, where the ball and 
web of the rail unite. 

This crack could not have been de- 
tected by ordinary inspection on 
walking track. 

At the accident prevention meet- 
ing which was held several days later, 
Mr. Ford appeared before the meet- 
ing and explained how a defect of 
this kind in a rail always shows a 
stain. H e  also gave a n  interesting 
and instructive talk on how he  trains 
his men to discover hidden defects 
which, a s  in this instance, was a n  
accident prevention example of a most 
important nature. 

The cracked rail was immediately 
replaced and the defective piece 
shipped to Springdale, Ark., for ex- 
hibition. 

Both Mr. Ford and his efficient 
track walker were highly commended. 

The section men of the central di- 
vision evinced so much interest in 
the accident prevention meeting, that 
twenty of the foremen left their homes 
and family on Sunday, November 29, 
to attend. 
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HERE Y' ARE-CHARLESTON 
The Frisco is not without i ts  

Charleston exponents. 
Louis Culkin and Gus Rothenheber, 

of the divisional department-traffic 
department, St. Louis, Mo., recently 
competed in a contest held a t  Loew's 
State  Theatre. 

Mr. Rothenheber, Gus' father, cash- 
ier and operator a t  St. James, Mo., 
with some thirty odd years' service 
with the Frisco, received an invitation 
for his son to appear on a local pro- 
gram in that city. 

These two boys took with them a 
cousin of idr. Rothenheber, Miss 
Genevieve Mooney, and the three pre- 
sented a Charleston act  which was 
received with enthusiasm by the 
crowd who witnessed it in the local 
opera house a t  St. James on Decem- 
ber 9. 

Following the program they were 
entertained in the home of the mayor 
of St. James. 

They donated their remuneration to 
a local charitable institution. 

W. T. R o b i n s o n  Recover ing  
Mr. W. T. Robinson, a n  employe 

of the Frisco West Shops, Spring- 
field, Mo., is recuperating from a se- 
vere illness. 

His many friends have been more 
than solicitous of his welfare and he 
has received many visits from his co- 
workers. 

H e  has written The Magazine to ex- 
press his deep appreciation of the  
kindness shown him, and is glad t o  
be able to say that he will be a t  work 
again after <he first of the year. 

Praises Frisco Employes 
l i t  its issue of Decenrbcr 11, the Bir~itiitgkam (Ala . )  News  paid 

tribute lo the sfirit of Frisco employes, through the words  o f  Mr .  R. A .  
Polglaze, of !he Alabnma I,Vat~r Cowpany, as follozirs: 

A BOOST FOR THE FRISCO 

"I'm not surprised," says R. A. Polglaze, of the Alabama i\'ater 
Company, "that stock in the Frisco is on the boom. It has risen some 
500 per cent in my estimation since a recent experience with some of 
its employes. I recently made a trip to Jasper, Ala., on a Frisco train. 
After spending almost a day in Jasper, I discovered that I had lost my 
bunch of keys. After I had looked everywhere and failed to find them, 
1 told Telegraph Operator Lawhorne, of the Frisco at  Jasper. H e  
askcd, as if out of curiosity, or1 which side of the train I sat. Later it 
developed that he wired to Memphis, the car was searchcd, the keys 
found, and the conductor on the passenger train leaving Memphis the 
following morning was told to leave them with the Jasper agent. This 
he did a few hours later. They were mailed to me by a water company 
employe the same day and reached me here in Birmingham only a little 
more than 24 hours after I had discovered their loss. That, to my mind, 
would have bcen service par excellence if it had been in a matter in 
which the road was at least partly responsiblc. And coming as it did 
in a case where neither the road nor its employes could have any interest 
except to help a careless passenger, I consider it a record of which any 
company might justly be proud. And I have written several of the 
officials to this effect!' 



Where the 1 925 Frisco Dollar Went 
DEATH SPECIAL WINS 

S ~ e c i a l  T r a i n  T u l s a  t o  A v a r d .  

(Nnscci o ~ l  figures for trtr ~rloirtirs elided October 31, 1925) Okla . ,  C u t s  S c h e d u l e  
T w o  H o u r s  

LABOR 
42.38 

ROM the maze of figures and sta- 
tistics governing the operation of 
this great railroad system. the - 

accompanying clearcut and easily un- 
derstandable chart has been compiled 
by A h .  E. H. Bunnell, co~nptroller. I t  
will quickly answer that  oft-repeated 
question: "Where on earth does the 
dollar go"-although of course, this 
is a railway and not a personal 100 
cents. 

I t  is interesting to note that  labor 
took 42.98 cents of the dollar, while 
personal injuries claimed only .98 of 
one cent-a remarkably fine record. 
The efforts of the fuel department 
held down the cost of fuel to 7.44 
cents, while our material and sup- 
plies took 16.66 cents. The "law of 
the  land" enters into the case with a 
claim of 5.25 cents for taxes and equip- 
ment rents, junction Pacility charges, 
etc., insist on their share of 2.37 cents. 
We should all take particular pride in 
the record of the loss and damage 
claims-held down to .55 of a cent. In- 
terest on bonds called for 1.5.85 cents. 
sinking and reserve funds for .52 of a 
cent-and the railroad wound up the 
year with a balance of 7.12 cents out 
of every dollar. A splendid record 
from top to bottom. 

But where did this dollar just an- 
alyzed come from? 

The transportation of freight and 
passengers brought 91.33 cents of 
every dollar. That is the biggest part 
of the story. 

Transportation of mail contributed 
1.69; express, 2.17; switching service, 
1.49; retits of equipment, road, huild- 
ings, joint facilities and miscc.llan- 
eous income items, 1.60-and the bal- 
ance totals in fractions. 

The grouped figures follow: 

WHICRE 'I'AE D O L I A R  WENT: 
Cents 

Labor ............................. ... ............... 42.99 
Fuel ..................................................... 7.44 

Road service ...................... 6 . 3 3  
Pard servicc' ...................... 1.11 

Naterial ............................................. 16.66 
Casualties ......................................... 1.81 

Personal injuries ............. .!I8 
Loss and damage .............. .5.i 
Damage to property, live 

stock killed, ctc. ....... . 2 8  
Taxes ........................................ .. 5.25 
ICquipmcnt rents, joint facility 

rents, etc ...................................... 2 . 3 7  
Interest ................................................ 15.8.5 
Sinking and Reserve Funds- 

miscellaneous ............................ . 62  
Balance ................................................ 7.12 

Mrs. Alexander Kerr  Makes Avard 
Connection Gue to Efficient and 

Rapid Handling 

F RISCO service is equal to any 
emergency, and this proved true 

' on November 30, when Mrs. Alex- 
ilnder Kerr  of Sand Springs, Okla., 
asked J .  TV. James, executive general 
agent of Tulsa. Okla., for a special 
train to be sent  from Tulsa to A ~ a r d .  
Her  eleven-year-old son lay a t  the 
point of death in Los Angeles, folIow- 
ing an injury in football practice, and 
Mrs. Kerr wished to make connection 
with Santa F e  train No. 21 a t  Avard. 
for California. 

311.. James received this request a t  
4:07 p. m. and the Enid, Okla., office 
about 4:30 p. m. 

At 5:30 p. m. a train, coi~sisting 
of engine 1109 and coach 991, left 
Tulsa in charge of Conductor C. D. 
Shaclrlett, Brakeman H. S. Bailey, En- 
gineer F. W. Macfarline and Fireman 
C. J. Conley, and made the run of 
120 miles in two hours and fifty-five 
minutes, arriving a t  Eiiid a t  8325 p. m. 
Here engine 187 was placed on the 
special with a new crew made up of 
Conductor W. 31. Cannady, Brakeman 
G. H. Brooks, Engineer TV. H. Keiller 
and Fireman J. 4. Parker, and a t  
S:30 the train left for Avard, fifty- 
seven miles away. It  arrived a t  10:15 
p. in., or just one hour and forty-five 
minutes after leaving Enid, and made 
connections with the Santa Fe train 
a t  10:30 p. m. 

Only one hour and twenty-three 
lninutes elapsed between the time spe- 
cial was ordered and the time it  left, 
and the entire trip only consumed 
four hours and forty minutes, the 
distance being 177 miles. 

The regular schedule for this trip 
is six hours and fifty-six minutes. 

A record was made in clearing the 
main line between West Tulsa and 
Avard and everything was put on side 
tracks for the death special. 

Mrs. Kerr did not forget to thank 
a11 those who played a part in this 
splendid service. 

W H E R E  T H E  D O L L A R  C A X E  FROM:  
1925 

Transportation of freight ............... 73.2fi 
........ Transportation of passengers 14.07 

Transportation of mail ................... 1.69 
Transportation of express ............. 2.1 7 
Sourccs related to f r c i ~ h t  service. 

such as demurrage, storage and 
specla1 service .................................. .57  

Switching service ............................. 1.49 
Sources related to nasscnrer 

servicc such a s  excess bHg- 
gage. parlor and chair car, 
milk and storage of baggage.. 

Station and train privileges. par- 
cel room and miscellaneous ...... 

Re,nts of yuipmrnt ,  road, build- 
lnc's. jornt facilities and mis- 
cellaneous income items .............. 

Transportation of men and mate- 
rial in construction work ......... 

Income from corporate invest- 
ments ...................................... .. ........ 






