
Page 34 . February, 1926 

A Valentine Romance of Long Ago 

"0 H GRANDMOTHER", exclaim- 
ed Margie. "The fourteenth 
of February is  Valentine Day 

i n d  teacher wants every one of us  to 
tell her a story of a long time ago. 
She says people a re  forgetting about 
Valentine Day, and she wants to try 
and'keep it in  their memory. Won't 
you tell me one about long time ago?" 

"Oh, yes, grandma", chimed in Dick. 
"I'll listen, and Margie can have your 
story and I'll get one from grandpa. 
I'll bet he  can tell me a good one." 

Grandmother smiled on her  two 
grandchildren, and kept right on  knit- 
ting a s  she began her story. 

"Well, dearies. I expect your grand. 
father's story and mine will be a lot 
alike, that  is if he tells you about one 
important Valentine Day! You see, I 
was engaged on Valentine Day and 
married on that same day, two years 
later, and-when I'm finished with the 
story, I'll show you some beauttful, 
beautiful old lace valentines. You can 
tell this Margie, a s  a real story for 
that  is  what it  is. I went to school in 
a little red schoolhouse, way up in 
Iowa, where the winters were cold. 
Usually there was plenty of snow on 
the ground around Valentine Day-and 
on this particular day, there was. 

"I remember that morning of Febru- 
a ry  fourteenth I got up earlier than 
usual. Now, you know, I used t o  be 
quite pretty - although Margie and 
Dick, I'm sure you could never tell i t  
now, through all the wrinkles-" 

"Why, grandma-you're just beauti- 
ful. Wrinkles! They don't count and 
anyway. your hair i s  so  silvery and 
wavy and your eyes just dance. I hope 
I'm a s  pretty a s  you when I'm old", in- 
terrupted Margie. 

"I did have long brown curly hair", 
grandma continued. "and that  morn- 
ing I got up and brushed i t  and 
combed it  until i t  shone. Then I went 
down to breakfast, and later, with my 
lunch under my a r m  I walked five 
mires to the schoolhouse. In the after- 
noon the teacher was going to dismiss 
us  a little early, so  we could distribute 
our valentines. 

"There were two boys I liked espe- 
da l ly  well in school. They were both 
trying always to  see which could be 
the nicest to me. Well--one was 
named John and the &her Henry. 

"That morning I found a big red ap- 
ple on my desk and when I glanced up 
a t  John, he  was blushing a deep red, 
and Henry had a pout on his lips and 
was partly hidden behind his geogra- 

phy! I knew who had brought me  the 
apple. 

"I rather liked Henry the best, and 
I teased him s o  much by paying atten- 
tion to John, but I thought he'd t ry 
that  much harder to win my attention. 
But he didn't! He was just too jealous 
to enjoy it  all. And I never did like 
too much jealousy, but I know the rea- 
son he  was jealous was because he  
realIy liked me. 

"Well, all through the day I could 
see Henry getting more hateful all the 
time, and I knew something was up, 
and s o  that afternoon about 3:00 
o'clock, teacher dismissed us  and we 
distributed our valentines. 

"John sent me a beautiful one-all 
paper lace and colors and hearts and 
angels. I thanked him for it, and I 
went over to his desk to give him the 
one I had made for him." 

Here grandmother paused. a s  if pic- 
turing again the scene of long ago. 

"When I got back to my desk- 
there, spread all over halt of my desk 
was the ugliest valentine you ever 
saw. The picture of a n  old maid, with 
long curls-and a n  awful old dress. 
Besjde her was a cat, a lean, hungry 
looking one, and below the picture 
were the words, 'Here's the way you 
look!' 

"I turned around to look for Henry, 
for I knew i t  was a mean jealous trick, 
and when I turned around, h e  was 
gone. So of course I knew he did it. 

"The whole school had a good laugh 
on me. I remember how embarrassed 
I was. I picked up my books and my 
other beautiful valentines which I had 
received and hurried home. I remem- 
ber now, I cried all the way home. I 
was deeply hurt, because I really did 
like Henry," and grandmother paused 
to untangle a bit of yarn. 

"But grandma-that's not all. Then 
what happened? Was 'Henry' our 
grandpa?" and Margie scanned her  
grandmother's Pace. 

"Yes - your grandfather Is 'the 
Henry' of my school daye. You see  
after he  sent me  that ugly valentine he 
was so  sorry that he came over that  
night and told my mother how sorry 
he was and wouldn't she please ask me 
to forgive him, and then he handed 
her. for me, the most beautiful valen- 
tine I ever saw. He promised his 
father he  would plow a whole acre of 
corn all summer if he'd loan him the 
money to get that  valentine. 

"Yes, I forgave him. I really loved 
him you see, and after he got over 

being so jealous, he was even more at- 
tentive than John or any of the rest. 

"We grew up together, danced and 
laughed and one Valentine Day h e  
asked me to marry him. Two years 
later we were married and I've loved 
him always. 

"Now, come on upstairs and I'll 
open that little brown trunk and show 
you something", and grandmother, POI- 
lowed by Margie and Dick, made their 
way toward the attic. 

In one corner sat  the brown trunk, 
covered with dust. Grandmother 
opened the lid, took out a till and- 
well, Margie and Dick had never seen 
s o  many valentines in their whole 
life. The trunk was Alled with them. 
Piles of them. 

"Why, grandma-where did you get 
so  many! " exclaimed Margie. 

"Well, I've saved every one of my 
school valentines, and -do you see  
that  big bunch over fn the corner 
with the blue ribbon tied around 
them?" grandmother asked. 

"Oh, yes", both children answered in 
chorus. 

"Well', every one of those was sent  
me by JOUr grandfather." Then s h e  
took the bundle and drew out the very 
first one-the comic one and then s h e  
drew out the last one which bore the  
postmark of only a year ago. 

"I'm expecting one this year too, be- 
cause grandfather had never forgotten 
that i t  was through a valentine that h e  
both lost, and won me", and grand- 
mother put them back and pulled t h e  
lid of the trunk down. 

"Oh, golly, that'll be a good story. 
I'll play like I've never heard this one 
and see what grandfather tells me for  
a valentine story", and Dick hurried 
down the steps. 

"Grandmother, thanks so  much for 
telling me the lovely story. The val- 
entines a re  beautiful and I'm going t o  
tell that to  the whole school tomor- 
row, and maybe It will save some little 
girl Prom receiving a mean, comic 
valentine." said Margie a s  she put her  
arm--around her grandmother. 

And later on, Dick was talking t o  
Margie. 

"Yes, sir. ha told me  the same one 
and then he gave me a lecture on not 
ever sendlng a comic valentine t o  a 
girl-because it  might make me sorry 
later! It's' the same story and I guess 
you'll have to .tell yours a s  grandma, 
and I'll be the  grandpa, and tell i t  my 
way. Say-I'll bet we get exeellent 
plus on those two stories, don't you!'' 
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A Vital Problem 

AMUEL 0. DUNN, editor of Age, S packed punch after punch of mul-uau facts 
to members of the Toledo Passenger Club when 
he addressed them a t  Toledo, Ohio, January 22. 

The greatest revolution in transportation 
t ever occurred in any country since the 
ly construction of railroads has come about' 

- _ _  America during the last five years," the 
editor said. 

"The private automobile and motor bus has 
occasioned a decline in the number of passen- 
gers carried one mile by steam railways be- 
tween 1920 and 1925, of 25 per cent-and this 
decrease represents a loss of annual earnings 
of $340,000,000. About $205,000,000 of this de- 
crease was sustained by the western railroads." 

These facts the Toledo men received, are 
know way to all Frisco em- 
ploye e realized for months that 
local ness mas dipping away, 
necessl~tl~rllg Lue wl~udrawal of some passenger 
service, and consequently jeopardizing the jobs 
of Frisco employes a t  local stations. 

But what can be done about it?. 
Isn't it almost too much to ask the private 

citizen to forsake his automobile and ride a 
train between stations 20, 30 or 50 miles apart 
-Ann hfi non ha-m along on hard-surfaced 

or to the door of his d~ 
n automobile at his d i ~ m ~ ~  

Of course, we oan sl: 
that rail transporta 

wing  hi^ own car. BLL OLALVG 

rage American been influenced 
1 his convenience and pleasure 

were a t  stake? 
There seems but little we can do about it. 
The automobile industry ranks first among 

large industries in the United States, and a 
great amount of revenue freight comes to the 
railroada each day from the automobile plants 
and allied industries. Motor vehicles in Amerl 
ica, during 1925, had a wholesale value of three 
billions of dollars, and 3,200,000 persons are em- 
ployed in various phases of the industry. 

Of course, this gigantio business is a patron 
of the railroads-and a splendid patron. It has 
been estimated that one-eighth of the freight 
revenue of American railways comes from the 
o--+nmnh;le industry, good roads and various 

connected with them. 
Ise figures bring us again to our own 

,------- .vhen we know that a reliable estimate 
states that 40 motor vehicles are in use in 
America for every mile of hard-surfaced road. 

The secret (if i t  can be called such), seems to 
lie in regulation. 

Bua and truck lines taking freight from the 
railways, travel for the most part over hard- 
surfaced roads paralleling the rail lines. So 
far, there has been little or no regulation placed 
upon them. State, county and city-tax, perhaps, 
but no regulation in the way the term implies to 
railroads. Their schedules may be made or not 
-they may take off service and reinstate it a t  
pleasure-and their responsibi 
trons is not held to steady 
four hours a day, 365 days a yc 

With the growth of this bus ana truclr tramc, 
which railroad and transportation experts seem 
to think unquestioned, replation should-and 
will-come. 

There is no other way rail- 
ways in their present effici con- 
dition. 

The Frisco's Bill Dents 
4 RE is a world of potent meaning in the THE story of one Bill Dent, which appears in 

this issue of the Magaxi*ze. ! 

"Bill9' is a day watchman a t  the Springfield, 
west freight shops, and for 
P years, "Bill's" record s 
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: the men satisfled? 
the men have the  same confi- 

: in the  new organization to safe- 
I their interests that  they once 
n the old organization? Interest- 
luestions, possibly a little hard 
iswer, but, withal, a profitable 
ct  for consideration. 

Aasoclation Three .Years Old 
The Frisco Association of Metal 

Craft and Car Department Employes 
passed the  third mile-post of its his- 
tory September 23 of thls year a e  
marked by the annual convention held 
on that  date. Three years i s  not a 
long time in which to measure the 
success or failure of a movement of 
this kind, but that  progress h a s  been 
made there is no denying-miraculous 
progress considering that  the associa- 
tion teaches a new idea and new ideas 
that involve changes in our thoughts, 
habits and actions now, a s  in all time 
past, take hold slowly. 

Report of deIegates to  the conven- 
tion of September 23 a s  t o  conditions 
in their respective distrfcts refiect 
with considerable certainty the ex- 
tent to  which the spirit of the  new 
order has taken hold and is  in being 
a t  different points  over the system. 
Here, it  could be clearly discerned, 

was a supervis t 
the new idea, .1 
committee who was not ramng lnro 
account the responsibilitles of their 
supervisor, but through it all there 
was a note of 'encouragement, a vlsion 
of success. ultimate triumph of the  
new order, which must be wonderful- 
ly  gratifying to those who conceived 
and had the faith and courage to 
strive for a better plan. 

Unlike any organization of this 
character of which the writer has  
knowledge, confidence, faith and tn. 
spiration come from above. I t  is nat- 
ural, however, that  this be true. The  
Association was the gift of a gener- 
ous management to  their loyal em- 
ployes. I t  is, therefore, not surpris- 
ing that a few land they are  becom- 
ing fewer) should still consider it  
too good t o  be true. However, t h e  
and experience a r e  certaln to oblit- 
erate this doubt. As i t  becomes in- 
creasingly clear that  those in hlgh 
places a re  sincere believers in the 
association and a r e  willing t o  do any  
reaponable thing to make it a suc- 
cess, we may expect the potentialities 
for good to increase in proportion. 

Co-Optratfon 18 Important 
Observation and study from the in- 

side tend toward the conclusion that  
the attainment of complete co-opera- 
tion will depend primarily on the at- 
titude of local committees and sub- 
ordinate snpervisors in. relation to 
each other. Major grievances a r e  
most certain of reasonable adjustment, 
due t o  the Iact they a re  heard by 
those officials already sold on the 
idea of the rule of reason in their 
relation to the ernpIoye. 

The average worker does not come 
In contact with the higher officials 
to the extent as to receive his im- 
pressions from that  source. T o  him. 
the  foreman is the company and if 
he be  fair, reasonable. and just, the  
worker credits the company generally 
with these fine qualities; on the  other 
hand if the foreman be unfair, nnrea- 
sonable and unjust, thls impression, 
in most cases, expands to  include the 
company a s  a whole. The supervisor 

( N o w  turn to wxt page, please) 

FRISCO "HORSE RACING" 

F o r e m a n  Beckwi th  P o s t s  "Four  
H o r s e m e n "  In A c c i d e n t  Pre- 

vention Race 

Novel Idea Has Produced Great In- 
terest-Employes of Four De- 

partments Entered 

I F you can explain satisfactorily, the 
thrill that  every red-blooded Amer- 
ican gets from watching a race- 

then you have explained a character- 
istic which Is true of the  average 
person. 

There Is something that  is  particu- 
Iarly thrilllug about a horse race. It  
is one of Amerka's best Ioved sports. 
and millions have been lost o r  won in 
a year on the race tracks of the world. 

R. L. Beckwith, car foreman 01 West 
Tulsa, Okla., hit  upon a novel plan of 
inspiring interest and competition 
among his men in accident prevention. 

He baa setup a race course, with 
four horaes entered, one representing 
each of the  four departments in the 
mechanical department a t  West Tulsa 
roundhouse, machine shop, car depart- 
ment and store department. The board 
on which the  race course is  con- 
structed is  divided into 100 squares. 
On the first day of each new month, . 
the four horses a r e  started on the 
course, noses together. But when 
there is  a personal injury in one of the 
departments, the horse representing 
that department is set  back. the dis- 
tance depending a n  the number of em. 
ployes working and the man hours. 
In this way the race is strictly fair to  
all departments, regardless of how 
many employes work in the depart- 
ment. 

Above the board the slogans appear: 
"The Company Needs Your ServiceN. 
"Your Family Wants You a t  Homepp. 
"The Hospital Doesn't Need You". 
"Safety Always Pays". 
While Mr. Beckwlth does not claim 

to have originated this idea, it  is the  
only board of its kind in existence on 
the Frirco railroad. 

I t  is surprising the Interest the men 
"taka in this race. On their way out a t  
night, they will Rle past the board t o  
see how their 'horse' stands. Compe- 
tition is keen, and you can bet they a re  
a careful bunch", Mr. Beckwith re- 
marked. 

And this race at t racts  more intense 
interest than a real horse race, for a 
human Hfe might ha invn lvd  In tha 

fact that  a "hori 
partments has  s l  
others have gon6 
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ae" of one of the  de- 
ipped back, while the 
3 on. 






