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Yes, Dean was probably thinking those things a s  his 
iron steed ate up the 119 miles to Newburg. H e  was . 
"getting down" at  Newburg to go back for a few hours' 
sleep in the Pullman, so he could get up in the morning 
to again take the throttle at Tulsa. 

But there was a surprise awaiting him at  Newburg. 
As his engine slowed down for the station, he saw the 
glint of musical instruments in the headlight's glare. 
R. Vandervoort, agent at Newburg, and the foremen 
at  that point had gathered a little reception committee 
of their own to meet the train on its arrival at  10:30. 
The band, composed of boys and girls of Newburg, 
many of them the sons and daughters of Frisco ern- 
ployes' blared forth a welcome as the train came to a 
stop, and Dean's hand was wrung many times as he 
stepped down and turned his train over to another 
engineer. He was escorted back to his Pullman with 
many pats on the back and shouted congratulations, 
and the band was playing a selection for Vice-Presi- 
dent Koontz and his party on the rear end as the 
train pulled out m the second leg of its history-mak- 
ing journey. 

But while Harry Dean slept the sound sleep of all 
good engineers, passengers on the Meteor were making 
merry in honor of the occasion. The wreath of flow- 
ers bearing the . legend, "Twenty-five Years-the 
Meteor", earned many an admiring gaze as it hung 
in the diner under the watchful eye of Superintendent 
Frabisch, and green carnations, the gift of the Frisco, 
were fastened to the lapel buttons of every male and 
to the dresses of each woman passenger. 

An impromptu reception was being held in the club 
car and the famous Pullman Porter Quartet of St. 
Louis, sent on the anniversary trip through the cour- 
tesy of A. V. Burr, superintendent at  St. Louis of the 
Pullman Company, sang song after song to the ap- 
plauding passengers, who taxed the car's capacity. 

But even on a Silver Anniversary trip, retiring time 
must come, and while No. 1503 continued its valiant 
journey through the night, the Meteor's passengers 
slept soundly, secure in the certainty that they were 
on one of the finest trains on one of the finest rail- 
roads in America. 

The Meteor's passengers were up early the morning 
of March 18 to greet the delegation of well-wishers 
who came to the station at  Tulsa upon the Meteor's 
arrival at 7 o'c1ock. Many Frisco employes were in 
the Tulsa crowd and J. W. James, executive general 
agent, boarded the train with Alvin C. Krupnick, Pathe 
News photographer. 

And there were other welcome additions to the 
Meteor's party. 

Miss Betty Kirk, feature writer for the Oklahoma 
City News, and Miss Sigrid Arne, feature writer of 
the Oklahoma City Times, had come up the night be- 
fore to make the trip down with the Meteor. They 
joined Mr. Koontz and his party at  breakfast, while 
Harry Dean again took his stand on the right-hand 
side of the cab and eased No. 1503 out of the station 
and on down the main line to Oklahoma City. 

The silver anniversary trip of the famous train 
had been heralded far and wide in Oklahoma and at  
points along the line where the Meteor rushed by with- 
out hesitating, groups of cheering citizens dotted the 
station platforms to wave their greetings to the train 

and her distinguished passengers and crew. 
A surprise was in store for the Frisco officers at  

Bristow. That city and its citizens endeared them- 
selves to the Frisco Railway for keeps, by meeting the 
train with a brass band of 40 pieces, and a delegation 
of 500 citizens, who came to pay their respects. 

Vice-President Koontz and Messrs. Butler, Nourse, 
Nash and other officers were escorted from their car 
to a nearby truck for brief ceremonies, while the engine 
took water. 

Mayor Malcolm Morrison, mayor of Eristow, in a 
brief speech, presented Mr. Kmnte with a testimonial, 
signed by himself and the president of each of Bris- 
tow's civic clubs, expressing the appreciation of the 
citizens of Bristow for the excellent service the Meteor 
had given them, and wishing the Meteor, the F'risco 
and its officers and employes greater success in the 
years to come. 

In a few words, Vice-president Koontz accepted the 
letter and assured Mayor Morrison and the citizens 
of Bristow that the Frisco had always had the interest 
of Bristow at heart and would continue to render the 
same excellent service which they so highly praised 
and appreciated. 

Miss Nona Graham, of Bristow, then presented 
Mr. Butler with a huge bouquet of roses, the gift of 
Bristow to the Meteor. 

The entire ceremony was broadcast to a huge "day- 
light" radio audience through the courtesy of radio 
station KVOO of Bristow. 

When Harry Dean let his throttle out at  Bristow 
for the next lap of the run to Chandler, Miss Arne 
was in the cab with Assistant Freight Traffic Manager 
Nash, gathering material for her story which appeared 
in the evening edition of the Oklahoma City Times. 

At Chandler, Miss Betty Kirk of the News, attired 
in "regulation" overalls, entrusted herself to the care 
of Engineer Dean and rode into Oklahoma City on the 
fireman's seat for what she later termed "the ride 
of my life-and how". 

Conductor Bert McCaslin received orders at Chan- 
dler that regular No. 9 was annulled and the Meteor 
ran extra into Oklahoma City. When the train stopped 
to make the turn at the "wye" Photographer Krupnick 
and Roy Anderson, of the Fox Films, St. Louis, who 
made the entire trip for his company, took their 
cameras and tripods to the top of the tender in order 
to get moving picture shots of the reception. 

It  was a proud and happy moment in the lives of 
every passenger and officer on the Meteor as the train 
pulled into the Oklahoma City station to be greeted 
by one of the most enthusiastic receptions ever re- 
corded in the annals of that city, and surely the most 
genuine welcome ever given a famous train. 

When engine 1503 rounded the last curve and came 
down the stretch into the station, engine 79, standing 
with full steam up at the station, screeched her wel- 
coming blast, and No. 1503 answered time and time 
ag.~in with her deeper pitched whistle. 

Three thousand Oklahoma Cityans had assembled 
at  the station to greet their favorite train and the 
Oklahoma City Kiltie Girls' Band, attired in the pic- 
turesque kilties, played a welcoming tune which was 
heard above the cheering of  the throng as the huge 
1503 slowed to a gentle stop beside its ancient brother 



of twenty-five years ago, diminutive engine 79. contrasted by the present and the past in engines, stand- 
On a raised platform, erected especially for the oc- ing side by side at the Main Street crossing. . 

casion, Mr. EY. Overholser, president-manager of the But Oklahoma City didn't stop with the station cere- 
Oklahoma City Chamber of Commerce, presented mony. 
Vice-president Koontz with a huge floral horseshoe, At 12 o'clock noon, 400 members of the Chamber 
the gift of Oklahoma City to its first fast passenger of Commerce and the entire Frisco party attended a 
train to the north, nnd in a brief address assured Mr. luncheon a t  the Oklahoma City Club, at which more 
Koontz and the other Frisco officials on the platform assurances of the high regard in which the Frisco is 
that Oklahoma City appreciated the Meteor. held, were given. Behind the speaker's table, in full 

"We appreciate it probably more than you realize," view of the audience, a four-foot working model of 
---..- - - . engine 79-the first Meteor engine 

-turned slowly on its drivers, and 
by an ingenious lighting effect, ar- 
ranged by D, C. Houston, assistant 
electrical engineer a t  Springfield, 
the fire box flashed naturally, and 
t h ~  h~arl l i~hts  aid r t ~ n n i n ~  l i ~ h t s  
glowed. Topping the engine, the 
floral horseshoe reminded the audi- 
ence that the Meteor was celebrat- 
ing "Twenty-five Years of Service" -. . . A. . . - .  
&" V...U""...U U.., Y..U ..a- & . I  YI". 

The Pullman Porter Quartet 
sang a greatly-applauded selection 
of songs during the luncheon, chief 
among them, "Let Frisco Roll", 
and when the dishes were cleared 
away, President Overholser turned 
the meeting over to Judge C. B. 
Ames, long-time resident of Okla- 
homa City, who acted as chairman 
nf the mectinv. 




