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The "Meteor" Leaues on Twenty-fifth Anniuersary Trip 
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Briefs on Meteor Party 
Addressed to the Hon. Ofiicials of the St. Louis- 

San Francisco Railway Company, the letter from the 
citizens of Bristow, Oklahoma, follows : 

The people of the City of Bristow have expressed 
through their various civic organizations, the Chamber 
of Commerce, Lions Club, Rotary Club and the Busi- 
ness and Professional Women's Club, a desire to ex- 
tend to you their congratulations and felicitations on 
this, your Silver Anniversary, at  which time you are 
celebrating the Twenty-fifth Year of the Service of the 
"Meteor", and we, as officers of the various organiza- 
tions, and as Mayor, are directed to convey to you their 
wishes in the matter, and we, also, are directed to ex- 
press to you our appreciation for the splendid service 
and fair consideration given our city throughout this 
period of time. 

We review the past twenty-five years with pride and 
satisfaction, and extend to you our heart-felt thanks 
and keenest appreciation for the success of your busi- 
ness and ours, for together we have grown and 
prospered. 

We wish for you even greater success in the years 
to come, and we especially wish for the personnel of 
your splendid organidtion, health and happiness. 

- Respectfully, 
T H E  CITIZENS O F  BRISTOW, 

By Malcolm Morrison, Mayor. 
W. H. Clarke, president Chamber of Commerce. 

Morris K. Kohlmann, president Lions' Club. L. N. 
Barnes, president Rotary Club. L. L. Van Wye, presi- 
dent B. & P. W. C. 

Conductor L. S. Coover of Springfield was intense- 
ly interested in the Meteor's Silver Anniversary party, 
Now on another run, he nevertheless ran on Nos. 9 
and I 0  for many years, and was one of the Meteor's 
earliest conductors. He is the oldest conductor in 
point of service on the Eastern division. Ernest Page 
was the conductor in charge of the Meteor out of St. 
Louis on her Birthday trip, and Bert McCaslin "skip- 
pered" the train into Oklahoma City. 

The joyous reception at Kewburg, Mo., was planned 
by Otto N. Watts, assistant superintendent ; George 
C. Hughes, general foreman; R. D. Wilson, foreman, 
car department; S. E. Fellows, division storekeeper; 
and James H. Davis, train dispatcher. 

Vice-president Koontz headed the official party out 
of St. Louis, which included: S. S. Butler, John W. 
Nourse, R. N. Nash, and W. h Huggins, Jr. H. L. 
Worman put his car on the train at  Tulsa. Those 
who joined the party at Oklahoma Cit included: F. I H. Shaffer, M. M. Sisson, H. I?. San orn, Superin- 
tendent C. T. Mason and Assistant Superintendent 
Ed Hiil. 

The Oklahoma City Chamber of Commerce com- 
mittee on arrangements relied heavily on the good 
offices of H. C. Conley, assistant general freight 
agent, and L. W. Price, division passenger agent, and 
PresMent Overholser praised them heartily for the 
interest with which they helped perfection of the plans. 

Engine 79 attracted a great throng of the curious 
to its antiquated. side as it steam'ed into position on 
track one at the Oklahoma City station, just before 
the Meteor arrived. Its ancient appearance contrasted 
greatly with the huge 1503, which pulled the Meteor 
542 miles, from St. Louis to Oklahoma City, in 15 
hours and 47 minutes. 

Harold D. McEwen af Oklahoma City received 
many compliments on his judgment in selecting two 
charming girls to represent the "Misses Meteor" of 
1902 and 1927. (See photographs). 

Walter Harrison, managing editor of the Okla- 
homa City Times and Oklahoman, said in a front 
page editorial in the Times of March 18: "For twen- 
ty-five years the Frisco's crack train has brought the 
east down from St. Louis and carried away from 
Oklahoma City our eastern bound travelers. The 
Frisco has been an important factor in the develop- 
ment of Oklahoma City and the southwest. Our 
salaams on their silver anniversary!' 

The trip was one of greatest pleasure for Mrs. 
Harry C. Dean, wife of the Meteor's first engineer. 
She had never been in Oklahoma before. "I am 
afraid, though," she remarked, "that after all the 
honor that's been paid him, and all the pictures they 
took of him, I'm going to have an awful time with 
Harry for a few months!" 

Columnist E. A. E., in the Oklahoma City News 
of February 18, said of the Meteor: "The 1902 
Meteor was a string of woodell coaches, pulled by a 
locomotive that, to modern eyes, looks ridiculously 
small. The 1927 Meteor is an all-steel train, luxur- 
ious, hitched to an oil burning engine that is one of 
the biggest on the rails today. . . . Somebody could 
write a romance about the famous trains of Oklahoma, 
the Meteor . . . and others. They were crude in their 
beginnings and so were we, but we have grown to- 
gether and have helped each other." 

The Meteor party was an important one in the 
Southwest. Papers in that section devoted columns 
of space to the celebration, the Associated Press sent 
it throughout America, and the Fox and Pathe news 
reel pictures will be shown in a11 parts of the country. 
Incidentally, thousands of people have become ac- 
quainted with the Frisco's Meteor who will some 
day be potential passengers. That helps, too. 

The celebration at Oklahoma City "made" the 
front pages of the three papers, there for two days 
prior to the event. Pictures and news stories of the 
ceremony at the station were printed on the front 
pages of the evening papers March 18, and the Daily 
Oklahoman thought enough of the affair to  publish 
a four column picture with story on its first page the 
morning of March 19. .The Meteor as  a twenty-five- 
year-old train from Oklahoma City to St. Louis was 
indelibly fixed in the minds of Oklahoma residents, 
and the Frisco owes. a debt of thanks to Oklahoma 
City newspaper editors and reporters. 
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Frisco's Oldest Pensioner Confined to Bed in His 
- Home at Springfield, Mo. 

William Marion Box, Age 92, Recalls Ciuil War Times- Began Work 
for Frism Lines in 1885 in Springfield Cinder Pits 

T H E  oldest of the 393 men on the Frisco railroad's can you give for long life?" and "What do you think 
pension roll, William Marion Box, who was 92 of lmbbed hair?" Mr. Box was rather hesitant. 
years old last Tuesday, remains cheerful in spite "I don't know," he said. "We live 'till we die any- 

of the fact that he has been confined to his bed for five way!' And "if they want to bob it, I guess it's all 
years as the result of a stroke of paralysis. right." He  looked at Mrs. Box, and so did the inter- 

The picture here was taken at Mr. Box's home, 1044 viewer. She has bobbed hair. 
West Mount Vernon. iust before . - 
his illness. 

Because of his failing memory, 
he relied on Mrs. Box to do most 
of the talking the other day when 
he was visited, but when the Civil 
war came into the conversation his 
memory quickened and his eyes 
brightened. 

Saa Lyon Shot 
"Yes-I remember the b a t t l e o f  

Wilson Creek," he said in a husky 
voice. "I was there," he went on, 
raising up as he recalled more 
clearly those exciting times. 

"I saw General Lyon shot and 
saw him die. The way it was- 
Lyon was wounded ; someone point- 
ed him out to me-the major, I 
don't remember his name, was tying 
a bandage around the general's 
head. General Lyon said, 'I fear 
the day is lost! But the major re- 
assured him, 'No, general, we'll 
beat them.' " 

Mr. Box's memory faded and he 
relaxed again. When reminded 
that a move is now on foot to make 
a national park of the Wilson Creek 
battle grounds, he smiled and said: 
"They can't get Sharp's cornfield 
to look like it did after we'd gone 

William Marion Box, 92, the okfest 
perwioner on the Frisco Railway system, 
with three of his grandchildren, Thc. 
grandson on the left is Howard Rogers, 
son of  Mrs. Minnie Rogers, Fresno, 
Gal.; the larger boy in the center is Tom 
Pvrcell, son of Mr. ond Mrs. W .  C. 
Purcell. 625 South Fort street, Spring- 
field; and the lad next to Mr. Box is 
Ralph Denton, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. 
Denton. 709 South Fort street, Spring- 
field. - 

through it, no, sir." 
Mr. Box was in the Eighth Missouri cavalry, Com- 

pany K. 
Captured and Freed 

H e  seemed most interested when the war experiences 
were discussed. "They captured us at Lexington-28 
of us were surrounded. Mulligan was our commander. 
But they didn't have any place to put us so they 
turned us loose." He smiled as he lived again, pos- 
sibly the most exciting part of his life. 

At  the conventional questions such as "What rules 

At Cur-t River 
Mr. Box came to Springfield to 

work for the Frisco in 1885 and 
began in the cinder pits of the 
south shops, then belonging to the 
Gulf r a i l w a y .  H e  soon was 
transferred to the job of machinist. 
And as a machinist he went with 
the crew that built the Current 
River branch of the Frisco about 
1887. 

Asked about other men who went 
on the job, he recaIled "Hugh Da- 
vis, the engineer-but he's dead 
now. 'Doc' Harmon-he's dead, 
too. They're just about all gone 
now. A1 Harmon, up here on Fort 
street (Albert P. Harmon, 713 
South Fort), can call the spikes all 
the way to Memphis." 

Native of Tennessee 
Born on a farm in Jefferson coun- 

ty in the eastern part of Tennes- 
see, January 11, 1835, Mr. Box 
lived the first years of his life on 
the farm, coming to Missouri sev- 
eral years before the Civil war and 
operated a mill at Brigton, Mis- 
souri, fallowing his service in the 
army. H e  also operated a mill at 
HumansvilIe, Missouri, for  a peri- 
od of years before coming to 
Springfield. 

Box now live with Mr. and Mrs. H e  and Mrs. 
Henry Kelpe, their son-in-law and daughter, at 1044 
West Mount Vernon. Mr. and Mrs. Box ha\-e four 
daughters living. An only son, Arthur, died three 
years ago. The daughters are: Mrs. Minnie Rogers, 
Fresno, California; Mrs. Effie Stanley, Mrs. A. D. 
Fenton and Mrs. Irene ICelpe, all living- in Springfield. 
There are seven grandchildren and one great w n d -  
son, the latter Raymond Stalling, 12, 1811 College, the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. G. B. Stallings, of Springfield. 






