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IFamous Ozarks of Missouri and Arkansas Have- 
Made Remarkable Progress in Agriculture 

-President Kurn 

Frisco Head Surveys Ozark Accomplishment in May 10 Executives' Magazine 
-Great Strides in Dairying, Horticulture and Poultry Raising 

IhIPREHENSIVE survey of the agricultural A and horticult~iral growth of the Ozarks of 
Slissouri and Arkansas, written by Mr. J. 34. 

Kurn, president of the St. Louis-San Francisco Rail- 
way Company, appears in the May 10 issue of The 
Executives' Magazine, nationally known business and 
industrial publication. In his article, the Frisco's presi- 
dent reviews the growth of the Ozarks from a com- 
paratively obscure agricultural beginning in unproduc- 
tire "straight crop" farming, to the present eminence 
held by this section as a foremost producer of horti- 
cultural and dairy products. 

His article will be of particular interest to Frisco 
employes and follows, in full : 

It is not particularly unusual for agricultural "em- 
pires", such as we know them in America, to hesitate 
a bit in early development before they find the proper 
crops for their soil, climate and region. 

It is unusual, however, for such an agricultural em- 
pire to make the stride within a very few years from 
a comparatively poor farming section to a section that 
produces, from within the borders of its 50,000 square 
miles, fifty million dollars worth of perishables in a 
single season. 

Such is the remarkable progress made by the famous 
Ozark country of lMissouri and Arkansas, served by 
the St. Louis-San Francisco Railway Company. 

The territory known as the Ozark Uplift comprises 
the major portions of the south half of Missouri and 
north half of Arkansas. Until recently, this territory 
has not been looked upon as an outstanding one from 
the standpoint of agricultural production. 

Proud of Ozarks 

There may have been some justification for pointing 
the finger of derision at the Ozarks of twenty years 
ago, but today that deriding-finger has been changed to 
a pointing finger of pride. Ozark people are accoin- 
plishing great things. They are in their stride, and 
although the peak of their accomplishment is not yet 
in view, they have done such great things in agriculture 
and horticulture that their neighboring agriculturists 
on the north, south, east and west are proudly admit- 
ting that the Ozark country is indeed fertile in the 
proper fields. 

The first great accomplishment in the Ozarks was in 
convincing her residents that the Ozark land was not 
suitable & straight crop farming. Land that would 
p d e i n d v  vield a poor crop of corn or wheat or oats, 

was found to be extremely adaptable to the production 
of strawberries, grapes, apples, dairy and poultry 
products. Farmers who could not make a living in 
straight farming, found that poultry, butter and eggs 
would pay large dividends and pay them regularly. 

Today, the City of Springfield, Missouri, situated in 
the geographical center of those 50,000 square miles, 
known generally as the "Ozark country", is the second 
largest buttter producing center of the world, second 
only to Omaha, Nebraska. Incidentally, Missouri 
holds the distinction of being the eighth state in the 
Union in point of butter production, and one-half 
of the State's entire butter output comes from a few 
counties of the Ozarks. 

So large has the poultry business become around 
Springfield that that city has become the largest pri- 
mary poultry market in America. 

Great in Strawberries 

Every man who reads these words has, or should 
have, eaten a justly famous Ozark strawberry. That 
crop has added to the laurels of the Ozarks, and today 
that territory is the largest strawberry-producing center 
of the world, and the Ozark berry fixes the standard 
for this crop in the United States. In 1923 the ship- 
ments of strawberries amounted to 906 cars; in 1926, 
1,665 cars. I t  is estimated that the movement in 1927 
will run close to 2,500 cars. These figures are for 
the Frisco Lines alone and other railroads of the sec- 
tion also move this crop in considerable volume. 

Apples have been grown in large quantities for a 
great many years and this fruit was the first to attract 
the attention of horticulturists to the section. The 
annual movements of apples on the Frisco amounts to 
over 5,000 cars. 

Government statistics reveal an amazing growth of 
the grape industry in the Ozarks, whence come the 
famous Moore's Early and Concord varieties. Begin- 
ning with the shipment of 48 cars in 1923, the ship- 
ments increased to 248 cars in 1924; 442 cars in 192.5, 
and 1,511 cars in 1926. 

The dairy industry is one of very great importance 
to the Ozarks, not alone for the ten million dollars or 
more that it brings to the dairy farmers annually, but 
because the dairy cow is a most potent factor in build- 
ing up the fertility and productiveness of the soil. By 
her aid many of our Ozark farms have been made to 
produce from two to five times as much per acre as 

(Now turn to Page 21, please) 
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Frisco Increases - 1926 Net Operating Incomt 
$9 16,47 1 Despite $309,320 Decrease in Gross 

Annual Report of May  18 Shows Excellent Results of Operating Economies- I. 
Property Maintained at High Point During Year 

P, 
of  r 
the 

rkco c ~ i r ~ l o y r s  coit point wi th  pridr to the acco~~rplisAn~crtt 
heir railroad itt 1926, ns rcvra!cd in the a~rrtrral rrport to 
stockholders. In every dcpartrrrcnt o f  operation the Frisco 
# ~ d .  Obviorrsly, S I I C I Z  cxcellcnrc could not have bcrn at- 
ed zuithout tire loyal support and iwarfy  co-opcrntioit of 
30,000 enrplojws w h o  w o r k  doily for and w i t h  Frisco 

,s. The werr who compose tltr board o f  directors of this 
wad,  rca l i . z i~r~ this fact, close their rrport mllr  thr fol- 

lowing soitorcc: "The ack~ro.rulcdpne~tts of tlzr Board arc 
rencecvd to thc ofitticcrs arrd e~~rploycs  for faithful arrd e f -  
firien! srrvicr." -W7. L. H., Jr. 

N OT\ \~ ITHSTASDISG a decrease in gross rev- 
enue of $309.320 due to the falling off in pas- 

scnger business occasioned by heavy bus and truck 
competition, the annual report of the St. Louis-San 
Francisco Railway Company made public May 18, 
shows an increase of $916,471 in net operating in- 
come due principally to economies in operation which 
resulted in reduced transportation cost. The report, 
prepared by President Kurn for the stockholders, 
shows a splendid accomplishinent in transportation 
service by Frisco Lines in 1926. 

The Frisco's surplus, after interest and taxes in 
1926 was $7,546,153.97 or an increase of 5.4 per cent 
over 1923. The excellence of this accomplishment is 
further enhanced when it is known that in 1925 the 
Frisco was able to show a surplus after interest and 
taxes of 18.8 per cent over 1924. 

The road's operating revenues for 1926, the report 
shows, were $94,406,054.28, a decrejse of $309,220.43 
or 0.3 per cent less than 1925. Operating expenses 
were decreased also, however to $65,921,909.98, or 
$7,036.21 less than in 192.5. 

Ket railway operating income totaled $23,238,575.16, 
an increase of $916,470.60, or 4 per cent over 1925. 

Railway tax accruals totaled $4,842,387.63, a de- 
crease of $250,736.54, or 4.9 per cent compared to 
the previous year. Despite this decrease, records of 
the company show that its taxes have increased from 
$896,958 in 1907 to $4,842,388 in 1926, or more than 
440 per cent. The report states that although the com- 
pany's mileage increased 10 per cent from 1907 to 
1926, the increase in taxes paid for 1926 over 1907 
is equivalent to a dividend of 6.65 per cent on the 
entire capital stock of the company. 

Many Operating Ecomnties 

The Frisco made a remarkable record in effecting 
operating economies during the year, the report shows. 
Included in the economies set forth in the report is 
the increase in gross tons per train mile and net tons 
per train mile, which were boosted to a new high 

record. For July, 1926, gross tons per train mile we r 
1,46G and net tons per train mile 623-the highe 
record in the company's history. The company rf 
ceived a net credit of $1,666,196 for per diem I 

freight cars interchanged during the year, as corr 
pared with a net credit of only $765,526 for th , 
previous year. After providing payment for inileac 
of tank, refrigerator and other private line cars, tlier 
remained a net charge to Hire of Equipment for 191 , 
of $80,247.00, compared with $1,121,423 for 1925, ar , 
$439,322 for 1924. The pounds of fuel consumed c 
the Frisco per 1,000 gross ton miles was 176 in 19: , 
as compared with 187 in 1925. 1 

Full dividend of 6 per cent on the preferred sto: 
and 7 per cent on the common stock for the year 19: 
was paid in quarterly installments. A quarterly dill- 
dend of 133 per cent on the common stock was dr 
clared payable January 1, 1927, to all stockholders ( 
record December 15, 1926. Dividends of 6 per cer 
uere declared in advance for the year 1927 on tl 
preferred stock in quarterly payments. 

New equipment put into service 011 thc Frisco dor 
in,u 1926 included twenty-f ve new locomotives, four 
teen new passenger coaches, 2,500 5@ton box car. 
1,000 50-ton automobile cars and 500 55-ton gondo, 
cars. New equipment built in the company's sho~ 
during the year included 950 freight cars and sever 
baggage cars and in addition, 1,341 freight cars wa 
reconstructed, 3,217 given general overhauling, 7,16 
painted and 339 passenger cars overhauled and painter 

195 Miles New Rail 
The principal roadway iniprovements during tly  

year as shown by the report, included the laying s. 
168 miles of new 100-pound rail, and 27 miles o' 
new 90-pound rail, a total of 193 miles; five higl: 
way grade separations were effected, and 675,986 cuhi 
yards of ballast applied. A total of 1,785,573 tie 
were renewed and 10.28 miles of trestle bridges wer! 
renewed. 

"Substantial progress was made during the year i. 
the rehabilitation of the line of railway of the Musck 
Shoals, Birmingham & Pensacola Railroad Company. 
extending from Pensacola, Florida, north to Kim 
brough, Ala.," the report reads. "It is expected t k  
the work will be completed, except for ballasting, in 
the spring of 1927. 

"The construction of a connection between the 
Muscle Shoals Lines and the system of this company 
is the most important project planned for 1927. This 

( N o w  tun1 to Page 25, please) 



onel" Sam A. Hughes Appointed Colonization 
Agent May First 

Widely Known Officer Returns to St .  Louis After Seven Years  in New Mexico 
for Frisco-47 Years  W i t h  Company 

' I 'HE appointn~ent on May 1 o i  Sam A. Hughes its grant. The Atlantic & Pacific Railroad Company 
as colonization agent for the Frisco Lines, with when it went out of business, deeded to the Frisco 
headquarters at St. Louis, Mo., brought this and the Santa Fe, a large acreage of its lines in New 

grand old silver-haired veteran back from Albuquer- Mexico and Arizona in settlement for money bor- 
que, S. M., to friends in St. Louis and on Frisco Lines rowed from the above named lines with which to 
who know and love him. and to whom he is known operate. A corporation known as New Mexico and 

Arizona Land Company has patents for over a million as "The ~olonel." 
For several years he has been in 

.Albuquerque, N. M., as vice-presi- 
dent of the Sew Mexico and Ari- 
zona Land Company, a Frisco in- 
terest, b11t on May 1 he returned 
to his former home, St. Louis. 

"Colonel" Hughes has had a re- 
markable career of 47 years' con- 
tinuous service with this company. 
He was horn in Effingham, Ill., on 
February 23, 1860, and entered the 
service of the old Vandalia Line, 
now the Pennsylvania, in April, 
1877. Two and one-half years later 
he came with the Frisco in St. 
Louis as telegraph operator. He  
served at many points before he 
finally chose the position of clerk 
in the auditor's office at St. Louis, 
later holding the positions of clerk 
in the general passenger office, city 
ticket agent, city passenger agent, 
cldef clerk general passenger off ice, 
general agent passenger department, 
and in 1900 he became in~migration 
agent of the system. 

This n~aointment was followed "COL." SAM 4 .  H U G H E S  . a 
b!- those of efficiency agent, gen- 
eral service agent, and colonization agent. 

On Ailgust 1? 1920, he was placed in charge of 
die old Atlantic Q Pacific land grant, consisting o i  
1.151,0() acres in the states of Kew Mexico and Ari- 
zona, known as the New Mexico and Arizona Land 
Company, incorporated under the laws of Arizona. 

"The history of this piece of land in New Mexico 
and Arizona is most interesting," he said. "Under an 
act of Congress in 1866 there was ceded to the At- 
lantic & Pacific Railroad Company every odd section 
of land within twenty miles of- the proposed railroad 
in states, and forty miles in territories, starting from 
Springfield, Mo., to  the Pacific Coast. However, the 
Mantic & Pacific Railroad was never completed be- 
tween Albuquerque and Oklahoma, but was completed 
from Albuquerque to  Los Angeles when it came into 

acres, and the lands are now in 
process of drilling for oil and it is 
thought by men who have given 
this section of the country personal 
investigation that large oil and gas 
deposits underlie these lands." 

Colonel Hughes was one of the 
pioneers in the building of the 
Ozark farm lands, and it was con- 
cerning his duties as immigration 
agent 111 1900 that some of his most 
interesting work was performed. 

"I considered my duties in the 
capacity of colonization agent to get 
good substantial farmers in the ter- 
ritory adjacent to the Frisco Lines, 
where they could build up the land 
and later on ship their products to 
the markets via our road," he said. 

"Accordingly we planned to 
bring from Switzerland and from 
the Canton (meaning state) of Zu- 
rich, a group of Swiss farmers to 
till the soil. We sent a Swiss over 
there from Elmira, New York, to 
work up the movement of this col- 
ony, but he was unable to do it; 
clue to political enmity, and so I 

was delegated to go over there and interview the Presi- 
(lent of the Republic and the Commissioner of Immi- 
gration and move the people. Under the laws of the 
Repblic of Switzerland I was unable to carry on the 
work without the consent of the Government, and only 
then in restricted numbers, so all I was able to bring 
hack was four families who formed a little colony at 
Brandsville, Mo. 

"However, after these first four families had come 
over, others followed, for this movement brought much 
publicity. Our plan proved very successful, for after 
these people had worked with the Ozark soil around 
Brandsville for a time, its value increased from $15.00 
to $65.00 an acre." 

In 1905 Baron Des Planches, Royal Italian Embas- 
(Now turn to Page 45, please) 



Ozark Strawberries Honored in May Fourth Fe! 
at Van Buren, Arkansas 

Second Annual Strawberry Festiual Attended by 10,000- Frisco Float, 
Girls and Officers Prominent in Ceremony 

' I 

4AUTIFUL day, plenty of strawberries, gay 
music, and a laughing, jostling crowd of 10,000 A"" merrymakers and celebrators combined to make 

the second annual strawberry festival at  Van Buren, 
Arkansas, a great success on May fourth. 

From the time the first train pulled into the station, 
early in the morning, until the last one left late that 
night, merriment prevailed. 

Frisco train No. 5 from St. Louis, arrived on 
schedule and brought down a representative group of 
Frisco officials, headed by J. E. Hutchison, vice- 
president, who were met at  the train by W. A. Steel, 
chairman of the reception committee of the Van Btlren 
festivities. 

At 10:30 a. m., the visitors from the Frisco and 
other railroads were driven in cars to the berry fields, 
where they watched the pickers, busily engaged in 
gathering the crop. At 12:W o'clock they were the 
guests of the Methodist Church ladies at  a luncheon. 

At  the luncheon the various Frisco guests were in- 
troduced by J. K,  Cornatzar, passenger traffic man-, 
ager, and included : J. E. Hutchison, vice-president ; 
S. S. Butler, freight traffic manager; J. B. Hilton, 
industrial comnlissioner ; S. A. Hughes, colonization 
agent; J.R. Livingston, milk traffic agent; C. B. Mich- 
elson, farm marketing agent, all from St,  Louis, and 
F. H. Shaffer, general manager; IvI. M. Sisson, assist- 
ant general manager; Llr.  L .  English, supervisor of 
agriculture; J. H. Doggrell, superintendent of trans- 
portation ; D. E .  Eicher, horticultural agent ; A. J, Mc- 
Dawell, dairy agent; R. E. Bagent, assistant supervisor 
u>f refrigeration, all of Springfield, hIo., and S. T. 
Cantrell, superintendent ; J. D. Heyburn, master me- 
chanic; J. G. Weaver, division freight agent, all of 
Ft. Smith, Ark. G. 0. Gilbert of the Frisco Lines 
at Talihina; F .  R. Newman of the Frisco Lines at 
Joplin, and C. H .  Morrill of the accident prevention 
department, St. Louis, were also present. 

Mr. Hutchison, in a short address, expressed his 
delight at  the prospect of a great crop of strawberries 
and said he believed that the last of the crop mould 
he better than the first, with the forecast of ideal 
weather conditions to ripen the fruit. 

After luncheon the guests were escorted to the re- 
viewing stand, where they viewed one of the most 
beautiful parades that has ever been assembled in the 
Ozark country. Decorations of artificial strawberries 
formed the central idea for many of the floats. 

Jtrst before the parade formed, a special train, carry- 

ing 180 members of the famous Boy Scout Band ar 
32 members of the Girls Drum Corps of Springfie1 
Mo., under the direction of R. Ritchie Robertson, 2. 

rived in Van Buren as guests of the Frisco Railroa 
Two large banners, carrying the Frisco insignia, ar 
the words "Serve the Ozarks," preceded these two di~ 
sions of the parade. 

The Frisco float was one of the most attractive 
the parade. It was designed and built in the shor , 
at Ft. Smith, Ark., under the direction of J. D. He. < 
burn, master mechanic and designed by A. D. Hal ' 
crowe, car foreman and H. M. Booth, Jr., assista j 
engineer of the central division. 1 

The  float represented a typical Ozark scene. ' 

mountainotls land, constructed of cement and rich dir 
with growing wild ferns and trees, formed the lay 
est part of the picture. Down the side of the mour 
tain trickled a stream of water, and a t  its foot \L 

an Ozarlc farm scene with a strawberry patch coven , 
with red berries. Two tunnels on either side of ' 
float made an opening for two Frisco trains carr! 
strawberries in refrigerator cars to market. The I 
nels were representative of those on the central divis 
Atop the miniature mountain sat six of the Oza 
famous beauties-girls from the offices of the ma 
mechanic and superintendent at  Ft. Smith. They wc 
Pauline Smreker, Grace Heyburn, Irene Woestn 
Kathryn Mch/Iahon, Margaret Kriener and Joha 
Ruge. They were clressed in white, with white hats 
scarlet bands. A scarlet ribbon with Frisco insil 
painted.011 it was flung over one shoulder and tuc 
in a t  the waist. The Frisco colors, red and ml 
harmonized beautifully with the entire strawbc 
festivals. 

The Alma float won first prize, the Rena sect 
and the Mulberry float third. The parade endec 
Blakemore Playground, where the coronation c 
monies took place, and where Governor John M: 
neau crowned Miss Norma Cate of Concord, Ark., 
1927 queen of the festival. A beautiful pagean1 
three parts, "The Passing of Time," "Season's 0 
Gifts" and "Spring Gifts" mas beautifully presel 
to the 10,000 spectators, while Fox and Pathe n 
cameramen, in an especially built box, recorded rot 
more impressive numbers. 

At 4 :00 p. m. crowds gathered at the Berry Booths, 
where the best crate of strawberries from the sur- 
rounding fields was to be judged, and auctioned. Hen? 
Fort  was awarded first prize, C. C. Newlon secom 
and J. H .  Mlhittington third. At the auction the pria 
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C c 1 1  t e r : Govcrr~or 
John .llartirlcc~~r, of 
Arkailscs. c r o rd ir  s  
N i s s  A~or l~ra  Cute, 
o f  C'olrcord. .4rlz . 
Q ~ t e c r ~  of Vnrt B21- 

Aboac: The Boy Scout Band, 
011d the Girls' Drum Corps, 
Shriirafield. Mo..  I-lioh School. 
i irec12 bp R. ~itcLi;ie Robert- 1 
soil, of Springfield, us they np- 
pcared at V a n  Rttrclt as guests , 

o f  the Frisco Li t~es .  I 

~ b o v e :  The  Frisco float. wit11 
the delegatiox of Frisco off icers 

and enzployes grouped on 
either side. 

crate brought $59.00, the second $30.00 and the third 1926 were introduced to the guests. Governor John 
$30.00. Martineau made the principal address of the evening. 

At 6:00 o'clock the special guests again assembled Following the banquet, two open air dances on 
for a banquet at the Wood Memorial Christian Church down town streets concluded the day's festivities. Two 
vhere W. A. Steel presided as toastmaster. The Queen orchestras furnished the music, and the crowd danced 
of 1927, as well as Miss Marjorie Carney, queen of until a late hour. 

First Quarter Shows Good Reduction in Rough Handling Report 

T HE first four months of 1927 continued to show a The  divisions show more change in the relative 
decided reduction in car damage by rough standing than the terminals. Western division heads the 
handling, compared with 1926 and 1925. list, while central dropped from first place in 1925 and 

Springfield, Birmingham and St. Louis Terminals 1926 to  fourth place this year. 
continue to hold the same positions they held in 1926 The comparative statement of division and terminal 
and 1925, and Tulsa advanced one position over 1923. standings appears below: 

PER CENT STANDINQ - .  - ..... - ... - 
DAMAGED DIVISION 

DIVISION WUMBERCARS AMOUNT DAMAGE NUMBER CARS HANDLED TO TOTAL OR 
or DAMAGE0 HANDLED TERMINAL 

TERMINAL 1927 1926 1925 1927 1926 1925 1927 1926 1925 1927 1926 1925 1927 1926 1925 

...... Springfield 4 
Birmingham .... LO 
St Louls ............ 25 
Tulsa ................ 3 1 

.......... Xemphis 5 2  
Kansns City .... 54 

A - -  - - - - - - - - -  
Total ............ 1 7 6  3 0 3  2 6 1  7.050.00 $12,982.20 $10.524.50 1,514,080 1.G98.039 1,637,121 .0116 .0178 .0159 

DNrsroks 
Western .......... - 
Southwestern .. 9 
Eastern ............ 8 
Centrnl ............. 6 
Southern .......... 18 
River ................ 17 
Sorthern .......... 48 - - -  - - - - - - - - A  

Total ............ 1 0 1  1 5 1  1 3 6  0 3,351.00 6 3.979.28 f 6.204.25 1.599.621 1,705,235 1,632,991 .0063 .OOSS ,0083 - - -  - - - - 
Texas Lines .... 2 3 18 78.00 50.00 387.50 39,476 45,701 60,392 .0051 .0062 .0298 

~ o , ~ y s t e m  .... 279 457 415 1 i i ,076 .00  $16,961.48 $17,116.25 

1917 Compnred wlth 1026 
Per cent decrease in number of cars damaged .................... 38.9 Per cent increase in number of cars handled per 
Per cent decrease in amount of damage ................................ 34.7 car damaged ........................................................................... 49.6 

Per cent decrease in amount o f  damage 
per car handled .................................................................... 28.52 

From the office of Operating Demrtment Statistician. S ~ r i n ~ R e l d .  Missouri. May 7, 1 9 2 i .  




