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DAHLIAS I 

( B y  S. i 

. I 0  '.C "L. LNU.U "-A".. 

W .  Ellis, Reporter) 

:o, W. A. Bangs, ma- 
forth Shops, Springfield, 
~ t e d  a few hills of com- 
This fact In itself may . . .  - - .  . 

today is the largest grower of 
,ade dahlias in  Southern Mls- 

EARS ag Y g;:i;i; 
mon dahlias. 
seem insignificant, but marKea the De- 
ginning of the Highland Gardens, 2021 
North Fort Avenue, Springfield, Mo., 
which 
high-gr 
souri. 

The reporter ror "'me B'risco MaE 
azine," In search of newe, drove out 
to  the garden, expecting to be shown 
possibly a back-yard lot, with good 
flowers, but was not prepared for 
what he  did see. 

There were not only hundreds of 
blooms, but literally thousands of 
them! And such colors! red, pink, 
lavender, orchid, orange, yellow, 
white, cream, Autumn tints, and com- 
binations; purple flowers with silver 
reverse which, from another angle, 
make them look like different flowers; 
delicate tintings of the summer skies 
a t  dawn, flesh color, tan, heliotrope 
and salmon which rival the dainty 
georgettes of my lady's wardrobe-in 
fact, every color excepting blue and 
black. 

Merwin Bangs, school-boy grower 
of these fine blooms, seems justly 
proud of his gardens a s  he  said, 
pointing to a tall dahlia with six 
flowers nearly a s  large a s  dinner 
plates: "This, we think, is the  heaviest 
blooming, large-flowered variety of 
this color yet produced. We have 
picked eight blooms from this plant 
this season and you see i t  still has 
plenty of buds." 

"This amarinth-pink dahlia meas- 
ures seven and one-half inches across 
and it  is almost unbelievable the num- 
ber of flowers a plant of this variety 
will produce." 

"Here is a white which has  no peer" 
said Mr. Bangs, indicating a magnifi- 
cent plant with seven enornlous 
white blooms standing out above the 
light green foliage and ten or  twelve 
strong buds in different stages of de- 
velopment. 

"We have tried out or have seen 
nearly every white and nearly every 
red dahlia on the market, but this 
white outclasses them all, and it  is 
one of our heaviest sellers both a s  a 
cut flower and for tubers." 

We wandered on in what seemed 
a corner of paradise. Here was a 
sea-shell-pink cactus dahlia, there a 
tiny cream pompom, while towering 
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above it  like a giant ogre was a lav- 
ender-pink dahlia with four blooms 
of matchless shape and coloring. 

At last we came upon a row of tall- 
growing star-shaped cream-white dah- 
lias with deep creamy centers. A 
more beautiful flower scarcely could 
be imagined! 

In response to a question Mr. Bangs 
said: "Yes, we have known for a long 
time that we grew good dahlias but 
we did not think they were the best 
until we entered them in the Dahlia 
Show a t  the Missouri Botonical Gar- 
dens in St. Louis, October 1-2, 1927, 
where we won five flrst prizes, two 
seconds, and one third prize, together 
with the silver medal of the American 
Dahlia Society, which was the highest 
award in the show." 

Concerning dahlias culture, Mr. 
Bangs said: "Just give a hill of dah- 
lias the same care and cultivation a s  
you would a hill of tomatoes on which 
you wanted to win a prize, and you 
also can grow prize-winning dahlias." 

He whose head is easily swelled 
often finds himself in tight places.- 
W. H. Black. 

SAVES STRANDED FI 
On September 23, while on 1. 

to work a t  the West Shops, N 
mett  King, locomotive paintf 
covered a large number of sm 
which had been marooned on the 
ground west of the large lake a t  the 
shops after the water had receded 

 is way 
Ir. Em- 
:r, dis- 
all fish 

from heavy rains earlier in the sea- 
son. Further investigation developed 
that  the water was rapidly dmining 
out of a smaller pond or sink hole 
and that this pond was practically 
full of Ash. Realizing that quick ac- 
tion was necessary in order to save 
the fish, Mr. King notified F. A. Bey- 
er, shop superintendent, also Q. C. 
Pike, deputy game warden, who im- 
mediately took charge of the situa- 
tion. 

Approximately four tons of fish 
were seined out of the pond which 
measures about one hundred feet long 
and fifty feet wide. The fish which 
were mostly black bass with some 
perch and cat, ranged from two and 
one-half pounds down to fingerlings. 
A large number of them were placed 
in the West Shop lake. 
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-- LOOD DAY'S WORK 
By "BOOSTER" 

Of the  Mechanical Department a t  
Springfield 

On September 16 engine 1501 on 
train 5 was cut out a t  Springfield 
and sent  to the north side round- 
house for a new front crank pin. 

W e  had the engine on the  drop 
pit and started the job at 8 a. in. 
The  wheels were removed and, the 
wheel press being down for repairs 
a t  the  north shops, i t  was neces- 
sary to send them to the west 
shops for new pins. 

Right and left front crank pins 
were pressed out, the holes trued 
up, new pins fltted. wheels return- 
ed t o  the north roundhouse, new rod 
brasses made. Both front slde rods 
gauged. wheels replaced under en- 
gine, power reverse cylinder and 
bracket removed an8  four new 
studs applled and the engine was 
0. K. for service a t  6 p. m., a to- 
ta l  o t  ten hours' time consumed. 

This mlght not be considered 
fast, but when you atop t o  consider 
the fact that these wheels were 
removed by the old drop pit meth- 
od, loaded in a car twice and un- 
loaded t w k e  and handled a dis- 
tance of three mlles by a yard en- 
gine, then it  looks better. 

This speedy work was made pos- 
slble only by the prompt actlon of 
our very efflclent yardmaster, W. 
P. Gustin, and by the handling of 
the mechanical work by F. A. 
Beyer and his forces a t  the west 
shops, which brings to  the front 
very forcibly what can be accom. 
plished by a force of men when 
they have the right spirit and all 
are striving to make their employ- 
er's business profitable. 

GIVE "TACKY" PARTY 

Local N u m b e r  15 Held Affair  a t  
Oklal lolna City, October  5 

0 N E  of the most enjoyable meet- 
ings of its kind ever given by 
the live wire organization of 

Frisco employes known a s  Local KO. 
15, of the Frisco Association a t  Okla- 
homa City, was held a t  Bohemian 
Hall I n  that city the night of October 
b,  arranged by the ladies' auxiliary of 
the local. 

When tne employes arrived for the 
sffair a t  7 : 3 0  that  evening, they found, 
not a severe meeting room with cor- 
rectly placed chairs, speakers' table 
and other equipment of a regular 
meeting, but instead a gaily decorated 
hall with stage fixed for the presenta- 
lion of tableaus. 

Not only was the hall decorated. 
The Frisco folks came decorated 
themselves. There was Dave Estes 
as a hobo,-Mrs. Jesse Moore a s  a 
3Ch001 teacher, Mrs. T. F. Scott a s  
"Aunt Mandy", and a whole raft of 
~ t h e r  local members disguised a s  
children, clowns, bums, bank presi- 
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New Micro Grinder for Air Pump 

LL pumps overhauled a t  the 
West Shops in Springfleld have A both beads and pistons removed 

and all cylinders a r e  gauged for wear 
with a special dial indicator gauge 
that registers 1/1000 of an inch wear. 
A11 cylinders that show S/1000 or more 
wear (out of round or taper) a re  put 
on machine for boring and grinding. 

The picture above shows pump on 
table being set  up. Cylinders a re  not 
removed from center piece. Cylin- 
ders are llned up with the centering 
lines. If no Iines were put on a t  fac- 
tory, cylinders are  centered from 
counter bore or from cylinder walls. 
If the cylinders a r e  worn much, a tool 
holder is  first put on spindle and cyl- 
inder is bored, then finished with 
grinding wheel; when one end has been 
finished, the table on whlch pump is 
set up is  revolved and the other end 
finished without changing of clamps. 
Before removing pump a special tool 
head is used to true up hole through 

center piece and also to  true up stuff- 
ing box so  that  all a r e  in exact align- 
ment wIth cylinders permitting close 
fitting pistons to be used. The count- 
e r  bore next to center piece is  also 
trued up and before removing from 
machine, centering lines are  put on 
cylinders for future setting up. This 
machine turns out the work so  that  
when using the dial indicator gauge 
the cylinders show perfect. 

The dial indicator gauge is  similar 
to those used for auto engine cylind- 
ers and was made especially for pump 
work. When pumps a re  being over- 
hauled, no calipers a re  used except to  
get size of cylinder for piston. 

Cylinders a re  cleaned out and the  
gauge is passed through and i t  regis- 
ters 1/1000 wear and can be read like 
a watch. All cylinders can be gauged 
while one is being calipered. \fQeu 
the operator has become familiar with 
machine, two S& CC pumps can be 
finished in eight hours. 

dents, - everything hut machinists 
and first-class mechanics. 

Mrs. Moore conducted a school 
session that was one continuous lauyh 
froin s tar t  to finish, and the blacltfacc 
skit,  written by Mrs. Moore, and acted 
in by Mesdames Scott, Swain, Shaw 
and Xoore, provided a novel n a y  of 
introducing several speakers. 

Frank Junlzins, general chairman. 
spoke on the good of a loyal and well 
formed organization, and was f o 1 l o ~ -  
ed by Dave Estes, president of the  
Frisco Club of Oklahoma City, B. W. 
Swain, general roundhouse foreman; 
Jesse Moore. general foreman; W. L. 
Huggins, editor of the  Frisco Alaga-  
cir~e. and others. 

Winners of the prizes for the  tack- 
lest costumes of the evening were 

Mrs. M. H. Sham, and Paul J. ICruse, 
blaclrsmith. 

Jlembers who 11a.d neglected to  conlo 
attired in tacky costume were fined 
twenty-five cents. 

Payments by the Metropolitan 
Life Insurance Company t o  insured 
officers and employes, September, 
1927, totaled $6,061.66 divided a s  
follows: 

Supervisory group, total and per- 
manent disability, $1,326.16; clerks' 
group, total and permanent dis- 
ability, $361.56; shop group, total 
and permanent disability $1,173.92; 
accident and sickness, $2,200.02 
and death, $1,000.00. 
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1. D. HEYBURN NAMED 

Central Divinion Master Mechanic 
E l e c t e d  P r e s i d e n t  Trave l ing  

Engineers '  Asen. 

R. J. D. HEYBURN, of Fort  
Smith Ark master mechanic 
of de c e i r a l  division was 

elected president of the Traveling En- 
gineers' Association at. a meeting of 
that organization in Chtcago recently. 

Mr. Heyburn has been a n  active 
member of this assodation tor 
about twenty years, and has attended 
practically all the meetings and on 
numerous occasions h a s  served as 
chairman of committees t o  compile 
papers which were read and discussed. 

"The purpose of the association," 
Mr. Heyburn says, "is to improve the 
locomotive engine service on the  
American railroads. I t  was organized 
in 1892 by a small number or traveling 
engineers on eastern rallroads. I t  
has since held conventions yearly, a t  
which time papers a re  read and dis- 
cussed covering locomotive and oper- 
ating problems. As the conventions 
a re  attended by both mechanical and 
transportation officials and others 
from all parts of the United States 
and Canada, the proceedings of each 
convention, which a r e  issued in print- 
ed form, are  read by the majority of 
operating and mechanical officials, 
and many of the practices recommend- 
ed by the Traveling Engineers' Asso- 
ciation are  adopted by railroads in  
general. In fact, all new mechanical 
appliance8 put in  use, are  generally 
tested and tried out by the traveling 
engineers before they a re  adopted. 

"The handling given the subjects a t  
the conventions from year to  year of 
the problems connected with the  loco- 
motive and transportation problems of 
the railroads, make thls organization 
one of the most important railroad 
associations in the country." 

Secrenty-sewn Years 

Seventy-~evet~ years of Frisco Litirs service by nw~rlbers of a s i~rgk  fanril: 
nprcsented in the above picture, which is of L. D. DavG (with coat ors), b 
rnrith at Thayer, Mu., his six stalwart sor~s attd Itis little grartdsms. 

Top  row, le f f  to right: Willinm A., firentan, elevert years' service; Rayi 
E., firemzn, four years' service; C l a ~ d c ,  brakemni~. twelve years' service; En1 
ttot en~ployed by the Frisco, and Lloyd, brakeirtalr, thirteen gears' sewicc. Lli 
row, left to right: Roy, posi t io~ trot stated, five years' service; William Everett, age 
seven years, son of Claude; L. D. Davis, thirty-two gears' service. 

SAFETY FIRST 
W. T. Springfield, Agenl, Sulligenl, Alabama 

"Safety First" is what I say, 
From eatly morn' 'ti1 close of day, 
Watch the nails stuck in the 

planks, 
And escaping gas from empty 

tanks. 
Watch the grab irons on the cars, 
Watch the signals, not the stars. 
Read instructions over twice 
And listen to  all good advice. 
To  safeguard your fellow man 
Keep the throttle in  your hand. 
Keep your eye upon the rail 
And safety first will sure prevail. 

Lew Airderson, left, and Hubert 
Onkes, shake hands with each other lo 
show there are ito hard feelbgs, just be- 
came the weight gird height seem to be 
distribrrted trrreveirly. Both are em- 
ploy~d in the inecharrical departntent o f  
the Knrrsus City shops, as ~rrachiitist 
helbcrs. 
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I ETS HAVE rA '%FETY WEEK 
A 

faking Records at Sherman (Tex.)  Shops 

T% ' 
, have 

ones in tl 
Engine 

over the 
force dr 
shimmed 
old drivin 
lateral o 

;herman shop employes a re  
to make records, and they 
! made three excepttonal 
he shops a t  that point. 

1050 mas recently placed 
drop pit a t  1 :30  p. m. The  
,opped the front wheels. 
driving box brasses, removed 
g box lateral and poured new 
n boxes, straightened left 

front section side rod, reamed knuckle 
pin hole in both rods, made new pins, 
bored rods for knuckle pin bushing 
and applied new bushings, renewed 
front eide rod collars and bolts and 
had the engine ready for service the 
following day. 

Engine 1056 was placed over the 
drop plt a t  the Sherman shops a t  8:30 
a. m. recently and trailer wheels were 
dropped, new lateral plate applied to  
left wheel, removed and applied front 
pair of engine truck wheels, cut out 

and welcled top rail of frame, right 
side in front of guide yoke, applied 
new top crosshead gib to right side 
and applied new front side rod col- 
lar and bolt. The engine was ready 
for turn-out without holding or losing 
a trip. 

Engine 1031 mas converted from 
coal to oil in the Sherman shop be- 
tween October 3 and 7. It was ready 
for service the morning of the 8th. 
In converting this engine to  oil, it was 
necessary to remove arch tubes and 
apply hollow staybolts back of brick 
work; redrive 100 staybolts and re- 
weld 25 flues; make and apply new 
fire pan and enlarge fuel oil tank from 
2,300 gallons to  2,800 gallon capacity. 

Employes who assisted in  perform- 
ing the work on these engines a r e  
particularly proud .of these records 
and have been complimented on their 
efficient and speedy work. 
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APPRENTICE SCHOOL OPENS 
By I. A. PULLAR 

Apprtnticc Inslructor, Springfield, M o .  
The Frisco Apprentice School, a t  

Springfield, Mo., hae started this term 
with an enrollment double that of last 
year. This demonstrates that the 
school Is girlng excellent results and 
that Frisco employes have the spirit 
to advance. 

The educational requirements of the 
applicant a re  'not exacting, in  fact 
very reasonable. Any one can pass 
the entrance examination. 

Students a re  taught the best way 
of performing their jobs, how to pre- 
vent accidents and how to preserve 
and save company property and ma- 
terial. They are  aTso taught prornpt- 
ness and regularity in their work and 
are shown and taught the correct ln- 
terpretation of the various federal 
rules. 

All students a re  taught mechanical 
drawing, which i s  one of the best 
training subjects for a mechanic, a s  i t  
teaches him to be exact. 

The school teaches boiler and sheet 
metal lay-out work, free-hand drawing, 
problems of shop mechanics, and arith- 
metic. A scheduled time is set  for 
the execution of each drawing and 
each problem, thus giving the instruc- 
tors a yood idea of the student's apti- 
tude and a~plicat ion.  

The chief purpose of the school is  
to provide first-class skilled mechanics 
to man all the Frisco shops. These 
students will in time furnish ample 
material for all our shop foremen and 
draftsmen. It  will be worth much to 
master mechanics to know they have 
men in the ranks trained to fill emer- 
gencies. 

FRISCO MECHANIC I FAMILY NEWS I 
- - - -~ - - - -- 

NORTH SHOPS-SPRINGFIELD, MO. 

SHERJIAN W. ELLIS, Reporter 

James Burns, motor car foreman, has 
returned Prom a two weeks' vacation. 

Henry Steury, lead machInIst, has 
been actlng foreman In Mr. Burns' ab- 
sence. 

Mrs. Mary Frances Armstrong dled 
September 23,  a t  the home of her 
daughter, Mrs. Ida Wallace, who lives 
North of Springfield. Mrs. Armstrong 
would have been 9 0  years old, had she 
lived one more day, her birthday be- 
ing September 24. Mrs. Armstrong was 
the mother of Orvll Armstrong, mach- 
inist thlrd-class. Sympathy is extend- 
ed to the bereaved by the entire shop. 

Raymond McCurdy. machtnlst. re- 
signed September 30. "Mac" will eure 
be missed around the shop. especially 
when the horse shoe pitchlng contest 
is on. 

Tony Kennedy, who I s  on the Safety 
First Committee ha# assumed the role 
of home breaker thls week. Tony has 
destroyefl all the blrd nests In the 
shop-several wagon loads a t  them. 
Thls is one tlme that a home-breaker 
might be of service to the Frlsco, as It 
cuts down One b ig  flre hazard, which 
endanaers thousands of dollars in Frls- ~ -~ 

co property. 
There has been an Oil Reclalmlng 

machlne installed a t  North Shop, with 
a capnclty of about flfty gallons of oll 
oer dav. This machine Is used In re- 
klaimlng all motor c a r  ~ cylinder 011 






