
THREE GENERATIONS A T  AURORI 
T HE history of the thriving great improvement in equip. 

little City of Aurora, itlo., is and power of the railroads d t 
linlted so closely with the T h  i rd W o o d f  i ll t o  Hold  day and of the Frtsco in BL+ 

history of the Woodfill family ular has  come speedily. H- : 
that the story of the city's growth Agency Is Refired January fers  to  it as  a gradual prll-. 

cannot be recorded without refer- expected to come In accot~!~~ 
ring now and then to the Wood- One-Will Tour Frisco Lines with other industries, but he . 
fills. On December 31, 1925, 
"Uncle Jack" Woodfill, was retir- 
ed from the Frisco service due to the 
age limit. Significant of his retirement 
is the fact that he is the third genera- 
tion of Woodfills to have served in the 
same station and in the same capa- 
city. 

According to "Uncle Jack," the 
Woodfill family came to Aurora in  
'69 in a covered wagon pulled by oxen. 

The father, J. R. Woodfill, Sr., 
taught school near Aurora. The Frisco 
railroad had been surveyed to Aurora 
but was not built until May '71, and 
the senior Woodfill served the Frisco 
a s  i t s  first telegrapher and opened the 
station on July 2, 1872. According to 
his memory Ben Fenner, served the 
station a s  the first agent. But in 1872 
the station was not known a s  Aurora 
but rather as  Elk Horn, because it 
was near Elk Horn Prairie. The fa- 
ther served as  telegrapher a t  this 
station from 1872 until 1876 when he 
took the station a t  Verona where he  
served until 1886. Son John Wood- 
fill, the subject of this article, began 
his service under his father as  ap- 
prentice on April 15, 1875. Later he  
served as  extra operator and agent a t  
Nichols, No., until 1905. He was em- 
ployed for a short time a t  Batesville, 
Ark., was out of the employ from De- 
cember, 1909, to September, 1911, then 
he  was sent t o  Aurora where he has 
remained as  the Frisco's agent since. 

The son of "Uncle Jack," J.  K. 
Woodfill served the Frisco a t  Aurora 
a s  telegrapher in 1910, completing the 
three generations. The service of the 
three a t  this station totals twenty-five 
gears. 

Contrary to precedent, "Uncle Jack" 
does not dwell a t  length on the days 
of long ago. H e  is  extremely mod- 
ern. Scientific inventions, wireless and 
electrical devices interest him greatly, 
and his first reference to  his early 
railroad career was linlted with one 
of the greatest inventions known to. 
day-the telephone. 

"The first telephone exhibited was 
a t  the World's Fair i n  Philadelphia in 
'76," he said, "and that same year I 
built the flrst telephone ever used in 
Aurora. It  was made out of appie tree 
wood. Our first line was a n  extension 
from the depot to  the hotel of Aurora. 

.JOHS IRONS V'OODFILI. 

A tin can with a raw hide stretched 
across it served as  our diaphragm. 
aud when we wanted the hotel to an- 
swer we ~vould tap on the hide with 
a pencil. Soon we had wires stretched 
to nearby farms. Whoever wanted to 
talk would give the signal, and every- 
body who had a telephone would heal 
it  and pick up the receiver aud either 
answer or listen in. Telephone liues 
were called 'gab lines' in those tlnys, 
and though the lines were very scarce. 
the 'gab' wasn't.". 

The entire Woodfill family has been 
interested in scientiflc developments 
and the first Woodfill invented a set 
of repeaters for relaying telephone 
calls from main line to branches, 
which he patented. He also conceiv- 
ed the idea of the electric headlight 
while in Indiana in '66, and after ex- 
plaining his idea to a group of rail- 
road officials, they advised him they 
felt that the cost would be prohibitive, 
and so he did not continue his plans 
to make the headlight popular. 

"Uncle Jack" a s  related can be cred- 
ited with making the first telephone 
found in Aurora, and his son, "J. K." 
built and successfully operated the 
first radio there. 

"Uncle Jack" does not feel that  the 

recall when the Friato ownel: .' 
sum of seven huudred stock I.!. 

two hundred box cars and f i f t y a  
cars. Twenty-two cars of stock 7. 

considered a train load and the I -  

were only twenty-four feet Ion: .: 

a 20,000 pound capacity. 
Due to more direct railroad P-.. 

not yet being built into Chicago, m? 
express and baggage was handlr:: 
the station of Nichols where " 

\froodfill was located for some Ii- 
Express shipments were handlrs: 
the Adams Express .Company. 

"While I was agent a t  that F:,, 

a package came through one d;ir . 
charge of a guard which was mv: 
'stationery.' After the shlpmen! ' 
been sent on and as the guard - , ,  

boarding the train he inforrujb~: - 
that that 'stationery' shlpment A 

reality $3,700,000 worth of muti':. 
currency being transferred troo: : 
Francisco to Washington, D. C. 

"On another occasion two h1l-t. 

sacks of silver, $1,000 to a sack -,. 

being shipped through the star'i. 
Nichols. When the shipment arr - 

it was one bag short. I got on th* - 
immediately and located it, in thc 
dle of the Union Station at K:: 
City, having been left lhere by I! . 
press messenger. 

"We used to have so much PI. 

transfer work that I rememtf. 
many times when we h a v e  h ~ l !  ,- 

t r a i l ~  there a s  high as  fifty#;* - 
utes, loading and unloading erp: .. 

Although there were three ::. 
ations of this railroad family s!r6i -- 
a t  various times at  Aurora, th* :: . 
Lines claim three more or  t h ~  I - 
of "Uncle Jack." A son, "C, g' ' 

served the Frisco for twenty - 
and is now a flagman on the $ -. 
land; a second son, ".I. F.", i :  ,: 

a t  Bolivar, 310.; "C. C." is ;l .:- 
maintainer a t  Nichols, 310. .4 '. - 
son serves the Interstate llillior 1 

pany a t  Springfield and a lift'? 
car distributor for a neighbo~i-r- 
road. 

"Uncle Jack" co~flded to the ..' 
er  that following retirement ' 
going to see the great Frisco ::;,. 
which he has served so lonc 
wants to  s tar t  out and visit di!. 
points on the line and is jusl r;! 
for i\Irs. \6700dfill's consent to :. 
pany him. 
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BS MAKE GREAT TRAFFIC RECORD 
10 through the year from whole-hearted, enthusiastic 
n enthusiasm for SO- F r  i S c O  E m p  lo y e s  S e c u  re  co-operation I have ever seen," 
)n which puts Frisco he said. "My  congratulation,^ are  
le very peak of this 6,438 Carloads, 8,438 LCL, offered to each and every employe 
t among American 
he employes who are 
' the sixty-two Frisco 
Xubs, secured the re- 
total of 6,438 carloads, 
lan-carload shipments, and 
ngem during 1928 accord- 
annual report filed with 

Kurn and Vice-president 
W. L. Hugzins, Jr., chair- 
central committee on so- 

id employe clubs. 
he year, 28,085 employes 
'amilies attended business 
meetlngs of Frisco clubs 
~hora,  and the scl~edule of 
cates an even greater at- 
uring the year of 1929. 
n of the solicitation and 
activities of the clubs was 
e Central Committee in St. 
' requests had been made 
b secretary for his report. 
llely seventeen clubs had 
n accurate check on the 
heir solicitation, and while 
estimates were available, 
tee felt that only accurate 
uld be accepted. Thus the 
howing was made by forty- 
sixty-two clubs on Frisco 

d, MO., men's and girl's 
the list by a total attend- 
00; carlots secured, 2.288;  
~ t s ,  870, and passengers, 

territory a great deal more 
?, Oklahoma City, St. Louis 
lesha, Memphis, Jonesboro, 
and Okeene show up to 
dvantage with many car- 
d. 
ter to Chairman Huggins, 
Kurn writes: 
pport or  accomplishment^ 
EmpIoyes' Clubs during 
a record of wonderful 

lent. 
certainly encouraging to 
enthusiasm displayed on 
of the members, and it  

ike me great pleasure if 
thank each and every- 
onally for his or her  ac- 
the interest of our Com- 
Yith the impetus this 
i t  ha8 already gained, , In predicting that the 
9 will show even greater 
shments." 

and 5,576 Passengers in 
1928, Report Shows 

Mr. S. S. Butler, general traffic man- 
ager, also was enthusiastic in his 
praise of the record made by the  
clubs. 

"It is, without a doubt, one of 
the finest examples of the results 
to be obtained in a business way 

who had part in making this won- 
derful record. We in the traffic 
department regard you a s  an in- 
dispensable addition to our solici- 
tation forces. I wish every mem- 

ber of the clubs who has  any sugges- 
tions to offer on how to improve serv- 
ice, either passenger or freight, would 
write me a letter setting forth his or 
her suggestions." 

The report on the club activities for 
the year follows: 

C L U B  Attendance Carlots L. C. L. Passengers 
...................................................... Springfield 3 ~ 0 0  
..................................................... Fort Smith 850 

Hayti ............................................................... 185 
Wlnfleltl, Kelnsas.. ......................................... 20 

................................................... Poplar Bluff 153 
Lawton ............................................................. 98 
h'eotksha.. ....................................................... 107 
Okmulger ......................................................... 800 
Clinton. Mo... ................................................ 24 1 
Tulsa ................................................................ 950 
Drun~nlond ..................................................... 51 
Jlt. I'ark, Okla..~.~ ........................................ 184 
Hug0 ................................................................. 425 
Fayettcville ..................................................... 104 
Fort Scott ....................................................... 960 
Joplin ............................................................ 300 
St. Louis Tern~innls .................................... 2,800 
St. Louis Girls' Club .............................. 2,165 
St. Louis >ten's Club ............................... 2,004 
Sherman ....................................................... 1,381 
Monctt ............................................................. 560 
Blackwcll ...................................................... 73 
Wlchitu .......................................................... 300 

............................................................... Madill 67  
Thomas, Okia ................................................. 1 2  

................................ Fort Worth .. 
............................................. Cape Cirardeau 113 

Oklahoma City ............................................... 3.271 
Sapulpa ............................................................ 450 

.................................................. Carrier, Okla 36 
................................................ Dacoma. Okla 6 

Memphis .......................................................... 600 
................................................ Carmen, Okla 20 

Blytheville ....................................................... 160 
Jonesboro ....................................................... 500 
Helena, Okla ................................................ 

.................................................. Clinton, Okla 
.......................................... Carbon Hill, Ala 

................................................ Amory, Miss 
Henryetta ................................................. 11 6 
Arkansas City. Kans ................................... 134 
Enid ............................................................... 
Chaffee ............................................................. 1.750 

........................................................ Dora, 41a 
....................................................... Salem, Mo 187 

.................... llirmlnghnm (joint terminnl) 3.271 
Muskogee ...................................................... 110 

..................................................... Ames. Okla 
Cold Springs, Okla ...................................... 12 

........................................... Eagle City. Okla 40 
.................................................. Frnbart. Ok!a 

Kansas City, 310 ........................................... 
Okeene ..................................................... 4 2 

.......... ................................. Pensacola .. 
.......................... Thayer .............................. .... 120 

................................................ Vernon, Texas 164 

.................................................... TOTAL 28.085 

2.288 870 3,571 
15 42 26 
15 21 4 0 
No rer30rd kept 
8 40 

1.3 . 100 50 
760 16 
130 700 5 0 
12 460 16 

101 13 19 
0 2.500 2 
2 7 2 

2 0 75 7 6 
12 2 5 50 
"- 
1 :J 90 40 
No recortl kcpt 

Consi~lcrable 
1.250 0 125 

No record kept 
No record kept 

105 1 5 0 500 
25 5 0 25 
6.5 8 0 65 
3 0 0 
0 0 0 

No record kept 
12 3 3 2 1 
53 7 6 115 
10 250 5 o 
8 40 .5 
5 0 0 

120 153 37 
2 3 5 0 D 

20 10 100 
252 1,576 237 
11 26 1 

No rccord kept 
No record kept 
No record kept 
29 1 0 5 9 7 
11 76 7 

No record kept 
50 100 65 

No record kept 
35 125 75 

En~vloses not permitted to solicit 
360 300 No rec. 

No report received 
NO figures furnished 

4 No report 
No report received 
No report received 

125 50 2 3 
Recently organized 

6 xo report 
361 - 205 - 16 - 

6,488 8,678 5.576 



NEWS of the FRISCO CLUBS 
Hugo, Okh.. 

u S D E R  the i~litiative alltl Icacler- 
ship of the Frisco Employes' 
Club of Hugo, Okla., that city 

on Christmas eve held its first com- 
munity Christmas tree celebration, on 
the court house lawn by a decorated 
and illun~inatetl tree. 

That afternoon forty-five baskets 
rontaining food for sumptuoux Christ- 
mas dinners, and containing also 
clotl~ing, were distributetl to under- 
privileged families. The fund for the 
purchase of the conLents of the bas- 
kets was raised by the clnb and was 
t!umted partly by members of the 
club and civic organizations. The 
3Iinisterial Association assistcd in 
gathering part of the fund. So 
s rea t  was the success of the entire 
celebration that the clnb has planned 
to hold one this year on a larger 
scale. 

A clear sky, a bright ltioon and tenl- 
perature cool enough to be suggestive 
of the season, combined to help make 
the event a marked success. 

The service began a t  7 o'clock 
Christmas eve a t  the community 
Christmas tree. The service was con- 
ducted by Rev. Bert G. .Jones, Presby- 
twian minister. The program was 
o p e ~ ~ e t l  with a surprise nun~ber  in 
which the "Holy City" was played by 
>I cornetist. concealed on top of the 
court house. After the singing of 
several carols, the words of which 
were cast on a screen, the song, "Holy 
Night, Sllent Night" was played by 
Garth 13'. Caylor, saxophonist, and 
Mr. Bailey, cornetist. 

The Ministerial Association of Hugo 
constituted the central couunittee on 
arrangements, with the clnb and all 
civic groups of the city co-operating. 
S. Iiellon, Frisco dispatcher, was  
chairmall of the commit,tee 11avi11g 
charge of all arrangements for the 
community Christmas twe .  17. A. 
Dufour. car distributor and secretary 
of the Frisco Club, had charge of the 
linancial end of the program and was 
assistetl by the following? 4-+;.A;'Strat- 
ton, bridge inspector;, I;,.'~:.?L. , Hope, 
roundhouse clerk; Hi., .- r,. -. Akridge. 
storekeeper; J .  0. Dick, agent; F. T. 
Shanahan, roadmaster'$: d e r k ;  E. L. 
Ayles, roadmaster; J. W. Stansberry. 
roadmaster; P. I. HoVofiFay,'. car de- 
partment foreman; A. K. Sn~i th ,  con- 
ductor, and G. W. Edgerton, yardmas- 

ter, all of the Frisco, and C. L. Odom. 
clerk, American Creosoting Com1)auy. 

DISTRIBT-'TES CHRISTMAS 
BASKETS 

Following the precedent estab- 
lished in 19ZS, the charity commit- 
tee of the St. Louis Girls' Club 
packed and delivered forty baskets 
to needy of the city. A total of 
$123.30 mas donated to the commit- 
tee to carry out its program, 
$23.00 of which was gireu by St. 
Louis officials of Frisco Lines. 

The program has received much 
publicity for the last two years a s  
this club is one of the few clubs 
on any railroad to undertake a 
charity program. Resides the 
staple articles in each basket, such 
a s  one sack of flour, two loaves of 
bread, coffee, sugar, one can of pork 
and beans, one large jar of apple 
butter, apples ant1 potatoes, a 
chicken and celery, candy and toys 
were added this year for the fam- 
ilies known to have children. The 
largest family supplied with food 
this year had ten children. 

The names of the families sub- 
mitted to the committee were care- 
Sully investigated by the Christmas 
basket committee. 

Members of the club volunteered 
to deliver the baskets, and letters 
have been received by the commit- 
tee from the recipients, expressing 
their thanks. In practically all 
cases, the only Christmas the fam- 
ily had was the basket which was 
received. m d  in many instances 
the basket contained the first bit 
of food which the family had had 
for several days. 

Her~rye t tn ,  Okln.  
The Frisco Employes' Club of Hen- 

ryetta, Okla., in session December 18. 
passed a resolution that W. B. Pine, 
Unitetl States senator from Oklahon~a, 
;md \Y. \V. Hastings, the congressman 
from the congressional district in 
~ l l i c h  Henryetta is located, be re- 
quested to use their influence to re- 
tain the Pullman surcharge. 

The next day the club sent tele- 
grams inforn~ing these two members 
nf Congress of the club's resolution 
regarding the surcharge. 

In reply, these two members of 

Congress stated that, in their opiniui 
the subject of the surcharge wal~l  
not come before the present sesair 
of Congress. -__ 

Traffic solicitation and prmn 
switching service were include6 :I 

the subjects handled a t  the mee!ic! 
of the Frisco Employes' Club of H k t  

ryetta. Okln., held January R at IIQ 
freight office. 

F. A. AIcClaren preslded r:.' 
thanked those present for their !, 

tendance. H. G. McKinstry, a v  
spoke 011 courtesy. A. G .  Wolfe, 
master, spoke on prompt switdl 
service. He said he was ready ala 
to do a n y t l ~ i ~ ~ g  possible to makp 

trons satisfied, and that he was .I 

each of his employes reahzed the I 

portance of this service. 

Birmingham, Ah. 
The Frisco Employes' Club of i 

n~ingham, which in Ikcen~bvr 
dressed letters to Hon. Georg~ I ?  
tlleston, congresslnan from Ihb 
gressional district in whlch Blrv 
h a n ~  is located, to Thomas J. 8 
and to Hugo Black, the latter IKI 1 
United States senators from dlal 
asking them to vote agalnst rerl 
the Pullmnn surcharge, haa rvr, 
a reply Srom Congressmau Hul 
ton that 11e is "in full harmony 
the club's views. and non-cn- 
replies from the other two m v  2 

of Congress. 

Thaycv ,  Mo. 
H. W. Miller, president, an11 i 1, 

Edmundson, secretary, of (he i'. ( j  

Employes' Club, were re-elec't' ' q 
vember 18 for the ensuing p:i ( 1  
C. Lark, secretary 01 the Y. 11.' PI 
was elected vice-president, $1: q 
ing C. A. Berry, roundhouse fnr,- ,b 

Talks were by T. E. King, m: m, 
~ \ h o  spoke on traffic ~olicitatir'~ dl 
Lark, who told of obtaining 1 8 .  . I 

Frisco a passenger who Wac . ,P1 
from Thayer to Poplar Blur i 
but who, when Mr. Lark s n i i  I 

she would go via Frisco be xr, p,d 
company her to Hoxfe and rill!: - .;a. 
con~modations for her lor the n!: , m, 
the home of his brother, cham, ,w, 
routing to via Frisco; hesid~" ,dcg 
ler, who spoke on traffic solil , IL, 
and H. 1%. Horne, St. Lmis - I,,, 
.\,I. C. A. secretary, who t6' !,, 
Frisco employe at Springfix,! l 
overtook him in hls car arLl  .* 

I b  

him to the station. Wll 



rr out o f k r  the btlshress'' wight bc the title of this car too,^ for tlte cmployc clubs, drozcv~ by youtltfrrl V i r d  Willioiits, 
won, Mo., brolher-in-law of W .  H .  Pryor ,  general forento~i water service d e p a r t m ~ n t  and art entkrrsiostic Frisco Booster. 5 

'mately 250 persons, includ- 
y children, attended the 

party given by the Frisco 
. '  Club of Sherman, Texas. 
c night a t  Elks Hall. The 
consisted of a three-act play, 
::: o l  presents to children a t  

:Istmas tree, singing of Christ- 
mls by the assemblage and 

I:)', which dealt with Christ- 
nccident prevention, was cli- 

I? (he arrival of Santa Claus 
p r  presents to all the children 

Inrgan, general car foreman. 
t Included Mr. Morgan, Mrs. 
nhnson, H. L. McDuffie, presi- 
the club; P. 2. Stenger, Foe 
0. Xs jorie Morgan and Jim- 
a k w ,  the latter playing San- 

the play and between the 
:iclmes carols were sung, led 

by President McDuffie, and accom- 
panied by Miss Dorothy Matlock a t  
the piano. 

The Frisco Employes' Club of Sher- 
man, Texas. received a letter from 
Congressman Sam Rayburn, of the 
congressional dist,rict in which Sher- 
man is located and a member of the 
Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce, replying to a telegram 
sent him November 37 by the Club, 
in which the club asked him to oppose 
repeal of the Pullman surcharge. Cou- 
gressman Rayburn said in part: 

"The matter of congressional repeal 
of the Pullman surcharge was up in 
the House of Representatives two or 
three years ago. At that time I op- 
posed congressional rate making and 
in a speech in the House gave my 
views. I have had no reason to 
change my position and am still op- 
posed to Congress making rates on 
railroads a s  this was years ago turned 

over to the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission by the Act of 1887." 

Officers for the ensuing year were 
elected by the Frisco Employes' Clu11 
of Chaffee, LMo., January S. 31. H. 
Stubblefield, train dispatcher, was 
elected president; H. E. McBride, 
civil engineer, vice-president ; \V. J. 
Essner, steneclerk. secretary and 
treasurer, and Ray Fatchett, time- 
keeper, assistant secretary and treas- 
urer. All the new officers made short 
talks. 

The officers of the last year, J. R. 
Holland, operator- clerk, president; 
H. E. Hubbard general roundhouse 
foreman, vice-president, and 0. P. 
Krueger, secretary to the superintencl- 
ent,  secretary - treasurer, t a 1 k e (1 
briefly on activities of the club dur- 
ing 1928 and pledged the club their 
support d'uring the ensuing year. The 
attendance was twenty-three. 






