


in HAND 

Joe Canda 

HAMILTON is a watch that earned its repu- 

tation among railroad men. For H a m i l t o n  

goes hand in hand with accuracy-and who 

in this world needs accuracy more than a 

railroad man ? 

Joe Canda is one of the thousands of railroad 

men who has placed his trust in Hamilton and 

found it worthy. For 26 years he has held 

down a n  important post in Tower No. 1, 
which controls the coming and going of all 

trains at one  of the country's busiest railway 

terminals-the St. Louis Union Station. He 

is official "keeper of the gate"-supervising 

the tremendous work of getting hundreds of 

trains in and out on time. Naturally his watch 

is his best friend. It's a Hamilton. 

with 

ACCURACY, 

You, too, will like the Hamilton. For Hamil; - 
is more than a mere watch. It is a mirailcL/ 
workmanship-a truthful, dependable fri::.i 
that grows more and more i r J ; c n ~ n c ~ h I ~  . 

the years roll by. 

Ask your jeweler. 
He will tell you 

al l  a b o u t  t h e  
famous Hamilton 
992 -the watch 
that rides in the 
cab of America's 

fastest  t rains.  
He'll show you, too, the othel 

Hamiltons for pocket and dres! 

wear. Write us direct for liter 
ature describing the latest HarnllLull waLwc?,!:. 

your copy of the convenient 1930 timet,., :. 
Address Department " R," Hamilton 1\;' ..' 
Company, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, U. S. i 

s tmil ton Batch 
" Thc Rdroad Timekeeper of America' 

The watch shown above is the latest ModelNa7ofthcfr 
Hamilton 992. The pocket watch (left) is the F m .  
beautiful model in 14K filled yellow or whih ccild. * 

secometer dial as shown, $55. The Raleigh strap BY- 

available in 14K filled vellow or white gold at $57. 1 * 

Hamiltons from $50 to $685. 
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FIFTY -THREE YEARS A TRACKMA\( 

I T was in the year of 1881, and Roa dm as  t Pat Herd of inches or 13 inches through. 
the little Frisco section house, those were in the front end oj 
the home of the section fore- Car/ /unction, Missouri, engine. Back of that was anr 1 

man a t  Osceoma, Oklahoma, was 
a desolate looking place, indeed. 
The "wide open spaces" stretched 
a s  far a s  the eye could see. Prai- 
rie chickens were no novelty, 
neither were wild turkeys, hogs and 
deer were so  plentiful that  they 
sometimes blocked the track in front 
of the Frisco train which steamed its 
way each day to Afton, the end of 
the line. 

One day a n  old Cherokee Indian 
rode up to the section foreman's 
house. Across the pommel of his sad- 
dle were two sacks. Tied to the pom- 
mel was an axe handle. H e  dis- 
mounted and went to the door. Upon 
being admitted inside he  asked if 
the section foreman might want some 
potatoes and green beans, and, an axe 
handle. 

"Well," the section foreman replied. 
"I might. Let's see them." 

The old Indian brought them in, 
t ~ f o  half bushel sacks, and dumped 
the top layer of each on the floor. 
They looked fresh and palatable, and 
the section foreman inquired the 
price. 

"Fifteen cents--too much? Huh?" 
grunted the Indian. 

The price did not seem exorbitant 
and with the axe handle thrown in, 
the deal was consummated. 

And that is only one of the inci- 
dents which Pat  Herd, genial Irish 
roadmaster of the Northern division, 
related of his experience in early 
railroading in the Indian Territory. 

Fifteen cents! It seems a joke, yet 
when he went on to say that beef 
sold for three cents a pound; eggs 
five cents a dozen. butter three 
pounds for a quarter, and potatoes 
twenty-five cents a bushel, i t  was pos- 
sible for the old Indian to purchase 
for his own supplies, two pounds of 
beef, a half dozen eggs and two 
loaves of bread, with his fifteen cents. 

There are  a comparatively small 
uumber of Frisco veterans who can 
recall those early days of railroading, 
and this, 1930, is  Pat  Herd's last year 
of railroading. He was born in 1861 
and began his service with Frisco 
Lines on June 1, 1877, at Ritchey, Mo., 
working on the section of the old 
Atlantic & Pacific, and  will be retired 
when he reaches 70 years of age this 
summer. H e  was sixteen years old 
a t  that  time, and together with an- 
other boy his same age, made a 
"hand". The two of them worked 
together, for a dollar a day. H e  re- 

" pair of wheels about the i - I 
Recalls Pioneer Days as 
Ret irement  N e a r s  

I',\T HERD 

calls that the foreman's name was 
Jim Dunn. 

On the first of September, 1887, the 
foreman a t  Granby, Mo., one Dick Cox 
needed a man for a week or ten days 
and Mr. Herd took the job, and a t  the  
end of the month drew his first pay 
check from the old pay car. Jerry 
YcCarty, the roadmaster fired Fore- 
man Dunn, and the men walked out 
with him, which left Billy Gordon, the 
foreman who took his place ("a little 
dried up Irishman from Crocker, Mo.," 
so  Mr. Herd described him) with only 
one man. 

Mr. Herd applied for a job and se- 
cured it. H e  has spent a lifetime be- 
tween Rolla. Mo., and Vinita, Okla., 
holding positions a s  section man and 
foreman until his appointment as 
roadmaster in 1892, with territory 
from Paris to  Brownwood on the 
Texas Division. He remained a t  
Granby until January 1, 1898, when 
he was transferred to Carl Junction. 
where he has remained for the past 
thirty-two years. 

"I remember the first engine 1 ever 
saw," he said. "It was working lay- 
ing track between Peirce City and 
Ritchey and was hauling rail and ties. 
It  only had one pair of driving 
wheels about the size of those on a 
Ford automobile. The cylinders were 
about 16 inches long and about 12 

size, with no connections. - 
cab mas open and small, a n d ,  
little engine pulled a fla! ,- 

about twenty feet long. - 
engine burned cord wood. The t' 

cars in those days held about 1%:- 
head of cattle. 

"We had a great deal of trr 
with that little old engine t h m r  
live sparks out of the diamond sr 
stack and setting the flelds on '. 
Most of the track was dirt in 
old days and we used 50-pound .- 
rail. All switches were stub s w  
and all frogs cast iron metal, six 
long, reversible." 

The past severe winter broeell 
Mr. Herd's mind the  winter of 1 
while he was in charge of the ecr 
a t  Dixon, Mo. The winter was 
and snowy and the ground was I; 
up solid. The roadmaster came #I - 

and told him to lay off his men. . 
on the twenty-third day of Deceze 
he laid them all off. He told I - 
not to go far away. because as 
as  the weather broke he wouldq 
them all back, however, they did 
resume work until March 4, 1884 f 

day that Cleveland took his selt 
president. And those two mv 
were the only two months durinr . 
service that he did not draw a 
check from the  Frisco Railroad it 
track department. 

He recalls many of the old-time 
ductors, roadmasters and en& - 
He knew Jim Mansfield, Ben 6. 
Andy Carey, Andy Otherson, l1 
Sprinkle, Jack Carr, John Lapp 
Schuler and Ben Fenner, all old 
ductors, intimately, and the Hit4 - 
brothers, Russ Green, the Lyons 
Dwyer brothers, Bert Coleman. ' 
Nelson and Walter Knowlmsn, 
gineers. Mr. Herd also worked r - 
days with "Bob" Holland, now nl 
rondmaster a t  Neodesha, Kane 
well a s  retired Roadmaster JOE 
Sheehan. 

Mr. Herd has two children, a d. 
ter and a son. The son is his dar  
clerk a t  Carl Junction and he ha< 
thirty years of service with Fr 
Lines. himself. 

At a recent meeting of the s ~ c t  

foremen a t  Joplin, under Mr. He 
jurisdiction, he made an earnwf - 
pen1 to the men to make this, his' 
year with Frisco Lines one of I 
best. He urged that they pay PC 
cia1 attention to the rules of th+ 

(M07iJ tzrrrr t o  page 22, phase) 
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!WORLD'S LARGEST BERRY FARM IN ALA. 

the Moffett State Farm, 1 e  
!%hi on the Prisco's new South- 
m extension 10 miles north of 
/i:xrre, Ala., five miles from 
jk~lord, Ala.. and 60 miles north 
i: Pmsacola, Fla. ' fadeed, there has been very little 
. b~ar about the Moffett Sta te  Farm 
'i-::I recently. 

Two years ago the site of the farm 
as an area of 8,400 acres of unim- 

r #ired land, with a scattered stand 
cpeond growth pine timber. 
Then the state officials of Alabama 

&me enthused over the  remarkable 
b;l fertility of this state-owned prop- 
p,, particularly in view of i ts close 
roumity to the s ta te  penal institu- 
h n  at Huxford, where convict labor 
+-aid be secured. 

Conferences with Mr. G. K. Foun- 
1113, warden of the prison a t  Hux- 
'$d followed, and two years ago the 
*habilitation of the tract's acreage 
rag begun and Moffett Sta te  Farm be- 
3me a reality. 
The regeneration of the district is 

;!eresting indeed. First ,  4,500 acres 
D! the land was cleared and 2,000,000 
Kaare feet of yellow pine timber was 
vcured, all of it sawed and dressed 
; the farm's lumber mill, and used 
!:. the construction of numerous farm 
::ildings. The farm was fenced, and 
m y  miles of highway were con- 
t:mctrr! through it. Then followed 
:?P construction of housing accomlno- 
il!jons for the 1,350 convicts who a re  

-. 

1 EW of the Frisco's 30,000 em- 
ployes Lave ever heard of Moffett State Farm Near 

Huxford Has 220 Acres 
of Strawberries in 

One Field 

the farm workers, and their guards 
and overseers, and a hotel for the 
benelit of visitors. 

The  construction of five miles 01 
railroad, with 60-pound rail, from the 
fa rm to a connection with the Frisco 
a t  Huxford was completed in record 
time, and small switching engines 
were purchased by the s ta te  to care  
for the  switching of cars from the 
farm to Frisco Lines. 

With all this work completed the 
actual farming began in November, 
1928, when 40 acres of strawberries 
were planted. In March, 1929, 180 ad- 
ditional acres were put t o  berries, antl 
today the entire 220 acres a r e  pro- 
ducing lavishly. Agricultural experts 
claim this to be the largest straw- 
berry farm in the world. The first car  
of the berries left the farm on April 
2, via the Frisco to Chicago, antl daily 
shipments are  being made. Warden 

Sqwads of c o m i c t s  tire used to pick 
sti-azuberries at the Moffett State  Fariir 
ireor I Iuxford ,  Ala.  T h i s  pictrcre was 
takeit in t/lr slrnwberry fields os t/ir 
pickiug sensoir begall enrly last tliotrtlr. 
Several p~triteirtiary bziildiirqs iiioy be 
seen in the bnclrnroirnd. 

Fountain estimates that fifty or 
more cars will be shipped this 
season. 

Dvery facility for handling the 
strawberry crop is a t  hand, and 
sixteen packing sheds a re  located 
on the strawberry acreage. From 
the sheds they a re  trucked to the 

loading sheds, or to the pre-cooling 
plant which has  seven compartments, 
six of them refrigerated with a capac- 
ity of five carloads. All berries are  
packed in 24-pint or 24-quart contain- 
ers, each container labeled with a 
highly colored and distinctive label of 
the Moffett Sta te  Farm, and all ber- 
ries a r e  governmentally inspected and 
must pass an A No. 1 rating before 
shipment. 

But development of the largest 
strawberry farm in the world is far 
from the limit of this modern plant. 

During this year, the farm will ship 
the prdduction from 320 acres of Irish 
potatoes, 100 acres of snap beans, 100 
acres of cucumbers, and 100 acres  of 
sweet corn. In addition, sufficient 
acreage of spinach, lettuce, okra, 
beets, peas, onions, cabbage and to- 
matoes has been planted to  care for  
the feeding of the  farm workers. 

In order that this vegetable produc- 
tion may be properly conserved, a 
canning plant has  been established 
and any surplus from immediate 
iieeds is canned and saved for future 
consumption. 

During the spring of last  year, War- 
den Fountain and his "guests" planted 

( A ' ~ i r *  tlll.ll to  pngr 2.5. f i lras~j  




