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The qnintet o f  vlaple scatterers at 
left cor~iprise the Springfield S t .  
Lotrisarz trarrz mhiclr won first place 
irr the five-man teain conzpelition. 
Left to right in the bark r o w  are: 

H .  7'. Palmer, J .  I+'. A d a m  arld 
i:. E.  Mcdlaharr. 

Seated, left to right, are:  W .  -4. 
:l.(ortgold asrd H.  E.  Browir, the teatn's 
captairc. 

d lor~gold ,  who appears wi th  this 
group holding a bowling ball, w a s  the 
wrrrrrer of the d l - e z ~ e r ~ t  rorr~petitiorr 
iiz the toirrl~ey. 

The star pirrrrterr w h o  appear in thc 
photograph at right arr H .  I!. Mar- 
tin ( le f t )  and I:'. W .  Catzert ,  w h o  
irade the high dolrblrs score irr the 
second annual Frisro bowliilg tourtm- 
men1 at Springfield. T h e y  w r r r  mem- 
hers of  the St. I.ortis Metrtphinn team. 

g a handicap of 270 pins. 
was $2.06. Fifth place was 
J. K. Gibson, captain of the 

team of Springfield. His 
luding a handicap of 387, 
, and he likewise received 

T!le tournament began promptly as  
hrduled at 4 p. m. on February 21 

nearly all of the five-man teanls 
pleted their three games the first 

~ning. Carl Smith, a veteran bowl- 
wthusiast, was in charge during 
lourney and the entire meet went 

oothly under his competent di- 
Howard Picltens was the 
t secretary. St. L o  u i s  

and Men's clubs were 
by a delegation of about 

rs and r o o t e r s  w h o  
Springfield in a special 

nsas City sent two five- 
the meet and Tulsa had 

earn there. All connected with 
need that the tourney was a great 
.ws. Attendance exceeded all ex- 
ations, only seven or eight fewer 
krs entering i n  the meet than 
year. Quite a lot of new bowling 

nt  was uncovered and the tourney 
iided an opportunity for the pro- 
i n  of goodfellowship and the 

cementing of employe contacts made 
in last year's meet. Throughout the 
three-day session the alleys rang with 
"Howdy, Bill" and "Hello, Jim", a s  
players from over the system greeted 
each other. Many new acquaintances 
were formed 'in this tourney, also. 

Local interest was keen and there 
was a good sized crowd of onlookers 
a t  the alleys on both February 21 ancl 
22, and even on the final day, after 
nearly all of the visiting bowlers had 
returned home, there was a fair sized 
crowd of spectators. 

Handicap rules were somewhat dif- 
ferent in this tournament from last 
pear in that instead of giving teams 
70 per cent of the difference between 
the team average and 1,000, they were 
given 60 per cent of the difference 
between the team average and 900. A 
similar ratio prevailed in computing 
handicaps for doubles and singles. 
This year instead of 70 per cent of the 
difference between combined average 
of entrants in the doubles and 400. the 
handicap was based upon sixty per 
cent of the difference between the 
combined average of the entraiits and 
400. Likewise sixty per ceut instead 
of seventy per cent of the difference 
between the individual's average and 

two hundred was taken in computing 
handicaps for the singles. 

Total receipts of the tournament 
were $209.40. Refunds of $3.30 were 
deducted, leaving $206.10 available for 
prizes. Of this amount, $103.05 was 
divided among the winning five-man 
teanls: $51.53 among the doubles; 
$30.91 aln.ong the singles, and $20.61 
among the all-event winners. This 
was in accorclance to the distribution 
announced prior t o  the tourney; 50 
per cent to five-man events; 25 per 
cent to two-men events; 15 per cent 
to the singles, and 10 per cent to all 
events. The  amounts were divided in 
the various events as  follows: 40 
per cent to first; 25 per cent to sec- 
ond; 16 per cent to third, and 10 
per cent to each fourth and fifth. 

A Los Angeles newspaper, incident- 
ally, reports that during a recent wind 
storm, seventeen A u s t i n s were 
counted passing over a Hollywood 
hotel. 

".Julia has invited me to her golden 
wedding." 

"Her golden wedding?" 
"Yes, she is marrying a millionaire." 
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RECALLS RIDES WITH "CASEY" JONES 

A MONG the many interest- A. J.  Thomas, Fort Worth gine. I had 'buried' my six ya t r  
ing letters which have previous service on the I. C. and 
come to the m a ~ a z i n e  de- - 

partment recently is one from A. 
J. (Fatty) Thomas, Frisco switch- 
man of Forth Worth, Tex., who 
was well acquainted with the 
celebrated "Casey" Jones whose 
fame has been carried far and wide 
by the song describing his fatal run. 
"Casey" pulled him on many trips 
when he was a kid conductor on the 
Illinois Central, he says, and he is 
also acquainted with the renowned 
engineer's widow who now lives in 
Jackson, Tenn. Last Christmas, Mr. 
Thomas, who is an able writer, coni- 
posed a poem entitled "Casey" and 
sent i t  to  Mrs. Jones as his Christ- 
mas greeting. 

The greater part of his letter, which 
relates principally his boomer ex- 
periences, follows: 

"From the time I was only a kid 
running wild in my shirt  tail in the 
sticks of the Ozark Mountains near 
Springfield, Mo., I had wanted to he 
'Uh Railroader,' and well do I re- 
member the day I was leaning on my 
hoe handle in my Dad's cockle burr 
patch on the side of an Ozark hill, 
listening to the whistle of the Frisco'a 
Chadwick Branch engine as  she went 
down the line. I threw down my 
hoe and said. 'Pa, I'm goin' a brakln,' 
b'gosh ! ' 

"I was only a slim, gangling, over- 
grown boob, but I went home and 
dressed up. All I had to do was 
change hats-my best one having a 
hole in the top where a tuft of hair 
stuck through. 

"I walked all the way to Springfield 
and up to the office of "High" Dig- 
gins, who was division superintendent 
of the Kansas City, Fort Scott and 
Memphis, and imparted the joyous 
news tha t  I was there to  save his 
road by stopping his trains with a 
pick handle. 

"Mr. Diggins gave me the  laugh. 
telling me to go home and grow up, 
but I didn't take his advice. I had 
a brother braking on the Illinois Cen- 
t ral  out of Jackson, Tenn., so I went 
there and got on the  I. C. where 1 
mas promoted to conductor in less 
than two years. Then I got mixed 
up in the A. R U. 1894 strike and 
went on the 'tramp.' That  was 
where I became a boomer and trav- 
eled from place to place with a man 
size blackball rolling in my footsteps 
fast  a s  I would raise my foot, until 
I finally went back to the Ozarks. 

Switchman,  Tells of 
Colorful Boomer 

C a  r e e  r 

At that  time, the Frisco Railroad was 
in  the hands of a receiver and the 
Santa Fe was handling it. L. D. But- 
ton was division superintendent and 
'Link' Coover was general yard- 
master a t  Springfield. Here, in 1895, 
I became a Frisco man. 

"Though I have only about fifteen 
years continuous service, I call myself 
a Frisco man, for, since first coming to 
this road, I have worked so many 
times and so  many places for the 
Frisco I would have to dig up my 
old clearances and get a pencil to  
figure them out. I have worked in 
train and yard service on nearly 
every division and branch of the 
Frisco Railroad west of the Missia- 
sippi, from Thayer, Mo., to Kansas 
City, from St. Louis to Brownwood, 
Tex., and a s  far west of Enid, Okla. as  
the Frisco rails reach, and north from 
there to Beaumont Junction, Kans. 
I ran a train out of St. Louis to New- 
hurg when we had fifty odd scheduled 
trains on the time card and five miles 
east of Valley Park was the end of 
the double track. I also ran a train 
out of Fort Worth to Brownwood and 
north to Sherman, Tex., and ran a 
train out of Sapulpa to  Monett, Mo., 
and Oklahoma City and Frances, Tex. 
Besides that I made out application 
a s  a hired conductor a t  two other 
places on the line. 'quitting before I 
made a trip.' One time a t  Chaffee, 
Mo., I went as  far  as  Memphis to 
learn the terminal, got my certiflcate 
and deadheaded to St. Louis to  learn 
that terminal, and made several trips 
on a plug. 1 grabbed a ride out of 
town to Springfield where I wrote Mr. 
J .  A. Frates, who was the  superin- 
tendent a t  Chaffee, thanking him for 
his kindness but informing him that 
there was too much water between 
Memphis and S t .  Louis for me. 

"Joe Frates, as  we used to call 
him when he was on the I. C., was 
later made Frisco general superin- 
tendent with office in Springfield and 
now lives in Tulsa. I believe. H e  
could tell you of the time on the I. C. 
when he found me working 'under a 
flag' in Paducah, Ky. I had been 
there only about a week and was 
foreman of the night 'break up' en- 

figured 1 was 'sitting Jake,' nert; 
dreaming J. A. Frates was aap 
where in that  neck of the woaii 
h i s office being in Memp:!;:. 
and the Paducah yard under th.e 
jurisdiction of the east rs? 

trainmaster. I came to work OG 

night and was told the  west end traip 
master was in town, but that didn' 
mean a thing in my young llfe the: 
I was busy getting No. 51, the m l r  
fes t  'hot shot' together, when a rnr 
with an officious bearing came up ;. 
the dark and I knew it was the WFJ 
end man. (You know, you can spi' 
'em. You can even tell 'em in t h  
dark.) When he came nearer-Tr!: 
the luvva Mike, it  \vas Joe Rates.' 
Here I was caught again. Snare$ 
The tramp for me. 

"After flnding out I waa the engin, 
foreman, he wanted t a  lmh at 1). 
list, saying he wanted to get out light 
enough to pick up twenty-three ?a:< 
of manifest tobacco a t  Mayfield, I: 
I was keeping in the dark and as f?: 
from him as possible, hoping ha 

wouldn't recognize me. When h. 
took the list and my lamp I stepp~' 
back a step or two. but he raised the  

lamp and flashed it in my face, ex. 
claiming: 

" 'H--1 Fatty, how long have yaa 
been here?' 

"I told him I had been there abnor 
a week, but intended to quit in tbr 
morning as I didn't know he a:,: 
there. He looked over the list ad 
as he left he said: 

" 'It isn't necessary for you to qr:~ 
in the morning. I never saw y r l  
before.' 

"I worked there seven months a t '  

quit, because in my boomer days 1 
played no favorites and gave most r! 
the roads in the western states a trii' 
If 1 was flush I looked tor a ROD! 

job. If I was 'on my uppen.' 1 

headed for the hardest. rawhiding jr- 

I heard o t  I seldom asked for a j r i  
braking unless I could hire outrigl! 
as  a conductor. I followed yard aor: 
for the yard was no place then (1,- 

a 'sizzor' and you had no students I. 

contend with. Besides you could Er '  
ten yard jobs while you were nndrrr 
one braking. 

"As I said I boomed the r&r 
states, not forgetting the country c '  

Mannana and giviug Mexico 8 lri:: 
I even took a hitch in the army ar: 
switched Krag-Jorgensen rifles I c y  

( N o w  turn to Page 27, pleat) 
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IERCHANT SHOWS FINE FRISCO SPIRIT 
!HE co-operation of every R. M .  Ca//awa-q,  Monei i ,  ney boldly, hopefully, yet cau- 

business firm in the Frisco's tiously, into a country only a 
nine-state territory is an 

)rtant factor in increasing 
:ht and passenger traffic and 
ntly the question, "How do 
ness men co-operate with the 
to?" was asked. The case of 
I. Callaway of Monett, Mo., may 
ited as exemplifying the answer. 
Callaway has lived in Monett for 
*-three years. H e  has seen Mon- 
grow from a n  infant town to a 
ring little city. With it  his busi- 

has grown, and he  has always 
gnized the fact that the Frisco 
road has been the means of keep- 
that town in a thriving, healthy 
lition, and that in giving Frisco 
s his loyal support, he Is in turn, 
ulating Monett's business inter- 

le Catlaway Furniture S t o  r e  
ds on Monett's main s t reet  and is 
ot the most modern to be found in 
city of that size. Mr. Callaway 
bers Frisco employes among his 
customers, and has taken a n  in- 
a e Interest in the campaign 
ched against transportation other 
by rail. 

short time ago .Mr. Callaway had 
ted at his own expense some 500 
ers, which he presented to the 
co officials a t  Monett for distri- 
In among the various business 
a. The poster reads: 
"I am 100 per cent for the 
Iscb. Why? BECAUSE the 
,isco contributes ten times more 
venue into my city and county 
~asuries for the education of my 
ildren and the advancement of 
her activities than any other 
rporation or person. BECAUSE, 
e Prisco pays ten times more 
mey than any other one Into the 
ad fund; BECAUSE the F'risco 
!ploys the largest number of 
en and pays the highest salaries. 
3w, Mr. Merchant, Mr. Farmer 
~d Mr. Laborer, let's work 'with 
e Frisco, because the Frisco is  
e biggest factor we have in 
aking Our City and Our County 
more progressive, 'a more pros- 
8rous and a more satisfactory 
mmnnity in which to live." 
ithln a short time after the pos- 

ters were printed, practically every 
business house in Monett had one .of 
hem in its dlsglay window and one 
business firm, whlch was inadvertently 
skipped, called the Frisco'a offices and 
asked that one be delivered imme- 
dlately, saying they had lost two cus- 

Issues Frisco Posicv and 
Writes Company 

Hisio ry 

tomers because the poster was not 
displayed. 

The reporter found Mr. Callaway in 
his store one afternoon recently, and 
discussed with him the great need of 
co-operation with the railroads which 
have helped build the country. 

Rather reluctantly he drew from his 
pocket a brief history which he had 
prepared of the Frisco Railroad from 
the time his interest in it began. The 
history is a most comprehensive one 
and was recently printed in the Mon- 
e t t  Times, Monett's leading news- 
paper. 

"I do not know of a time in Non- 
ett's history, or the hiStory of the  
railroad-which a r e  one and the same 
-when there is SO much need for the 
co-operation of merchants in  shipping 
freight over the railroads and in using 
its excellent passenger service," Mr. 
Callaway said. 

"I like to reminisce o n  c e in 
awhile," he continued, "and in that 
little history I have told the story of 
Mr. Frisco, from his babyhood up to 
the present day. H e  started his jour- 

short time out of the struggles 
and hardships of its pioneer days. 
The Ozarks region of Southwest 
Missouri was in embryo, with re- 
sources and possibilities of which 
the most venturesome dared to 

dream. Into this territory, reaching 
out his arms toward civilization and 
progress the eye of this young Mr. 
Frisco pierced and caught a vision of 
the future and what could be. 

"So over and under mountains, 
through valleys and rivers his steel 
rails found their way. Mining re- 
sources began to open up and find 
transportation to the markets, de- 
veloping in a few years into the rich- 
est  and most extensive lead and zinc 
region in the world. Farmers found 
an easier and more accessible market 
for their products. Towns began to 
spring up as  if by magic. Churches, 
public schools and colleges appeared. 
All the forces of hunlan progress 
worked together to  co-ordinate into 
what is now one of the most widely 
known regions in the worId. With 
our network of railroads and good 
roads, our mining resources, our 
agriculture, dairy, poultry and fruit 
facilities are  unsurpassed. 

"Next to our early settlers, what 
was the prime factor in starting us 
on the road to and helping to carry on 
to this wonderful achievement? It  
was the same Mr. Frisco. 

"But Mr. Frisco could not have ac- 
complished it  alone. H e  needs must 
have help, so  we see in the perspec- 
tive of our mental picture other fig- 
ures moving about in the vapory 
shadows of the past. We gave to this 
enterprise our young men. with the 
strength and vim of their youth. But 
the Mr. Frisco of yesterday, is not 
the Mr. Frisco of today. Each period 
of progress has brought its changes 
and each period has brought with it 
i ts respective official staff, to whose 
efficient self-sacrificing devotion and 
loyalty no little credit is due. The 
man in the ranks is not one whit less 
important than the officer in com- 
mand, for 'Not to the strong is  the 
battle, nor to  the swift is the race.' 
but victory comes through the con- 
scientious faithfulness in the perform- 
ance of duty." 

Mr. Callaway concludes his brief 
history with an appeal to  all. "Sum- 
ming i t  up, we have followed Mr. 
Frisco from his historic beginning, 
when a s  a youth he began to help us 
to build our country. We are stand- 

(i\'ozu luvrt t o  Pnge 13, plrasc) 



THIS VETERAN IS A BUSINESS-CETTEF 

W ESLEY C. KNIGHT, pen- thought I would send that 
sioned agent of Joplin, W ,  C. K n  ig hi ,  Pens ion cd of paper to the designated pc 
Mo., was retired in De- Wild game was plentiful ar 

cember of 1928, but his retirement 
has failed to diminish his interest 
in the Frisco, and he  is a regnlar 
visitor a t  the Frisco offices in 
Joplin, brlnging in tips on car load 
business, L. C. L. shipments and pas- 
sengers. 

When he retired, Wr. Knight had 39 
years and two months service with 
Frisco Lines, most of it on the 
Frisco's Northern division, his longest 
service being a t  Parsons, Kans. He 
owns a little three-acre farm just out- 
sid of Joplin, where, since his retire- 
ment, he has devoted his time to rais- 
ing chickens and flowers and in taking 
a t  least one trip a year to points both 
on and off Fllsco Lines. 

This veteran has kept a record of 
his service a t  the various points on 
the Frisco, a s  well a s  interesting in- 
cidents and one morning recently, 
a h e n  he dropped into the Frisco of- 
fices at  Joplin to  submit a tip on 
some business, he  sat down in the of- 
fice and began to talk of the Frisco 
and of his service of long ago. 

He learned telegraphy on the New 
Haven & North-Hampton Railroad, 
but came to Kansas in 1882 where he 
had a brother residing. His first 
Frisco service was on May 12, 1882, 
when he was appointed agent a t  Ful- 
ton, Kans. 

In the year of 1882 the line had 
just been completed to Memphis. 
Tenn., and Mr. Knight was the agent 
a t  Willow Springs. He accepted this 
position on December 12, 1883. 

"The railroad was very new to the 
inhabitants around in that  section of 
the country a t  that time," he said. 
"and I can recall many interesting 
incidents which happened while I was 
agent there. I remember one morn- 
ing a man of imposing stature came 
into the station and said he wanted 
to buy a ticket. I asked him where 
he  wanted to go and he informed me 
that it was none of my business. 1 
told him I would have to 1 ~ 1 1 0 ~  in 
order to make a charge for the ticket, 
and after debating for quite awhile. 
he said, 'Well, I want to go to Thayer. 
if that'll help you any.'" 

Mr. Knight tells of selling a wornall 
a ticket a t  Willow Springs, and while 
he  was assisting in loading the freight, 
the conduotor looked hack and the 
woman was attempting to get into a 
stock car. That was in the days when 
passengers sometimes rode from one 
point to anothe~'  in the caboose on 

Agcni, Has Been a Frisco 
M a n  f o r  41 Y e a r s  

freight trains. The conductor saw 
her making a vain attempt to get in 
the open door and he called Mr. 
Itnight's attention to the fact, and 
told him he had better go back and 
show her where to board the train. 

"I had just sold a ticket to a man 

one day and was out on the station 
platform getting the baggage ready 
to put on the train, and he came to 
me and said, 'You'll have to show 
me where to get on these things, I've 
never ridden one before.' " 

"The Western Union wire service 
was a curiosity in those days and 
one day a man came into my office, 
desiring to send a death message. I 
helped him write it, and when it was 
finished 1 took it over to the telegraph 
key and sent it. Then I hung the wire 
upou a hook. He stood there and 
watched me and finally he said, 
'Aren't you going to send that wire?' 
I told hi111 I had sent it several min- 
utes ago. He said, 'It's still hanging 
t11el.e 011 the hook.' I tried to ex- 
plain to him that I had sent it  over 
the telegraph key, but I do not know 
whether he understood. He evidently 

Willow Springs, and at  Chris 
time the trains were ofter 
layed as  long as fifteen or ta 
minutes loading deer, s q ~  
and rabbits for the Kansas 

markets. 
After serving a t  Willow Sprint 

agent, he served a s  relief age1 
Rosedale. Cherryvale, Arcadia 
Fulton. Then he was given the st 
a t  Osceola, Mo., and transferre 
Deepwater, Okla., on Dec. 22. 1885 
April 16, 1895, he  was given the 
tion at  Parsons, Kans., and her 
spent the greater part of his sei 
The Frisco station there FVBJ c 
during the war and consolidated 
the BIItBT, and Nr. Knight tool 
agency at  Webb City. He bega 
service there 011 August 1. 1918, 
remained there until his retire] 
December 21, 1928. 

It seemed that burglars took 
ticular delight in attempted robh 
at  the station a t  Parsons, Kans. 
31r. Knight recalls that the doc 
the safe in the station there 
blown off seven times. At one 
the burglars got close to $400.C( 
another time, they were Irlghl 
away after they had blown the 
side door off, and between $3,00( 
$4,000 in express money was s 
It  seemed that no locks could 
them out and they would olten 
through a mindow, after breakin 
pane. 

He recalls the small type of F 

nlent which was used in the old 
and the little engines with thei~ 
heavy smoke stacks. Box cars 
of 20hI capacity and when the 
ceived the 30M capacity cars, 
thought they were monsters. l 

he cannot recall where he sav 
first electric headlight, he doe 
call the trouble whlch they had 
the first ones, and how the CI 

would gather a t  the station tc 
the train come in. 

Mr. Knight has old passes and 
tables which he has pregerved 
1884. which show the stations. agents 

and telegraph offices on the old Kan- 
sas City, Fort Scott & Gulf Railroad. 
He mas well acquainted with pmc. 
tically all of the old time officers at 
that time, including Geo. H. Settleton. 
then general manager at  Kansas City. 
L. W. Towne, superintendent; B. L 
Winchell, assistant general passenger 
and ticket agent, all of Kansas City. 

( N o w  turn to  Page 26, Fleast) 
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