
As ;I marl, of cbslt.en~. :I tlinncsr was 
tc~itlc!rctl to him I)cceml~r~- 28 at  thc 
Missouri ilthlclic ~\sa)ciation, I)!! his 
Iricnds a ~ ~ d  fcllo\v employes, who also 
presented a handsomely engraved gold 
watch lo him. 

Those present a t  the dinner were: A. 
kIilton, J .  N. Cornatzar, B. F. Bowes, W. 
J. 13edIord, S. h?. Childs, C. G. Cobb, F. 
J. Deicke, R. H. Donnelly, C. W. Flint, 
It. C. Gentry, C. C. Gignoux, C. W. 
Gignous. J. T. Heed, S. A. Hughes, H. C. 
James, E. B. Lamb, R. R. McConnell, 
Mr. S. h/lerchant, J .  E.  Newell, J. W. 
Xourse, W. G. Rodenroth. J. A.  Streeper. 
Jr., J. 1M. Ward, A. J. Weldon, and L. P. 
Wingert. 

John entered the service of the Frisco 
in 1900, as Oftice Boy, Advertising De- 
partment, and served in various capaci- 
ties until 1911, when he was made Assist- 
ant Chiel Clerk, which position he held 
until his recent appointment. 

Wireless. 
I I .  1 ). 'l'r:etl. Supc.~-inte~ltlc~~l ol 'l'clc- 

graph, has installed a wircless telcp-aph 
apparatus at  Springfield, and messages 
have been heard from the Governrncnt 
stations a t  Arlington, Key West, and on 
one occasion. from the Fruit Dispatch 
Co. boat on the Gull. 

A year ago the wire service on the 
Frisco \\.as interrupted by sleet and 
floods, and since then Mr. Teed has been 
experimenting with wireless. 

Its value in railroad service is yet to be 
fully determined, but its usefulness in 
bridging gaps in the service causcd 1)). 
interruptions is ivell established. 

Jonah Honored. 
I;. G. Jonah, Chid  Engineer, was elected 

president of the Engineers' Club of St. 
IALI~S, on January 10. The cluh a t  thc 
present time has over 800 members. 

-I 

- I  
View o f  Ellxnorlh, Kans.. depot and  yards. taken 

hy Fred Keslrr. Jr., Frisco Watch Insprrior. 

The Interstate Commerce Commission has issued 
some new regulations with respect to the issuing of 
passes for 1917. One of the most important features 
of these new regulations is that  when passes are issued 
on direct requests of employes of other lines for trans- 
portation of themselves or members of their families, 
who are not prohibited by law from using free trans- 
portation, the issuing line is obliged to make full report 
of such passes to  the proper official of the carrier on 
whose account they were issued. 



1916 RAILWAY FACTS. 

The mileage of new railroad built during 1916 is 1,098. This 
is an increase of 165 miles over 1915. I 

Second track built during 1916 amounts to 312 miles, a decrease 
I 

of 44 miles as compared to  1915, and 253 miles as compared to 1914. 
I 

Thirty-one miles of third, fourth and other main tracks built, 
as compared with 65 miles during 1915. 

The largest amount of new construction was in Montana, where 
99 miles of railway were built; South Carolina being second with 92 I 
miles, and California third with 78 miles. I 

New mileage found to be projected in the United States is 727; 
that being surveyed, 3,126; and that being actually built 1,060 miles. 

The increase in the purchase of new equipment was much greater 
relatively than the increase in new construction. 

Freight cars ordered in 1916 totaled 170,000; passenger cars 2,349; 
locomotives, 2,923. 

The number of freight cars and locomotives ordered shows an 
increase over 1915, while there was a decrease in the number of passenger 
cars ordered. 

1916 closed with 63 railways, having an aggregate of 34,559 miles 
of line, in the hands of Receivers. This compares with a mileage of 
38,661 which was in the hands of Receivers a t  the beginning of the 
year. 

The principal roads emerging from Receiverships are the Frisco; 
Western Pacific, and the Atlanta, Birmingham & Atlanta. 

The number of roads put into Receivers' hands during the year 
was eight, with a total mileage 4,439. 

The total mileage of railways operated under the block system 
a t  the end of the year was 99,885. Of this, 32,978 miles is automatic, 
an increase of 1,818 miles. 



4!y -fY Foremost Topcs of the Day 

prnclicnl milrond I ~ W .  

I1 i s  /~rt/)li~lred Ircr~cc.illr in par/. 

I'rornisc o l  remcrlics ;~l)pliccl a t  the root 
o i  the railway problem is conLainccl in the 
mcrnorahlc ddmlc  a t  \Vasliington. I1 has 
1)e.q-un on a sLaLely plane ol amity, o i  
earnestness and oi  inLcllccLual dignity. 

I t  is now porsil~lr to foc:~s the national 
LhouqhL upon the heal-L of the problem - -  

the rule which is !:ivcn by C:onj,rre,u: to its 
regulatory :urn, thc C:omrnission. The 
present law declares that each rate shall 
be just, reasonable :md non-discrimina- 
tory. IL is our purpose Lo recommcncl 
Lhat two additional elements be embodietl 
in the stalutory rule: 

1. 'I'llat in regulating rates total rcvc- 
nucs slmll he permitted sullicient lor total 
Icgitimatc purposes. 

2. Tha t  legitimate purposes shall em- 
brace the attraction of investment for 
irnprovcments and extensions. 

\Ve yield t o  none in favoring eliectivc 
icderal supervision nndcr conditions ad- 
vantageous to the \\-hole public, \vhile 
insuring that the states [nay retain such 
juristliclion as local seli-govcrnrnent re- 
quires: but a t  the same timc we emphasize 
this aspect: 

I l  total revenues are not made adequntc 
lor total cspenses no qucsLion will long 
rcmain as hcLwccn icderal and state 
authority, bccause sooner or later the 
ietleral gavel-nment under Lhosc condi- 
tions musL taltc over the roads. In  that 
case the slatcs \voultl lose all voice what- 
c v r ,  and ic:lcral ~~gu la t iu r l ,  i i  any. 
noultl pwscnt the grotwquc sl)cclaclc o i  
one political officer supcrvisinx another 
\\-hose tenure procccds from the sanic 

source oi lmver ;IS his o w n .  \\ Iiocv'r 
oniits Irom his PI-escripLion sLatuLory ob- 
ligation ul)on Ihc Commission to ])errnit 
rates adcquak Lo carry the national busi- 
ness ant1 devrlop the country leaves out 
the essential ingredient without which 
the whole compound is [utile. 

Every substantial increase in tonnage 
brings car-shortage. Onlv 933 linear 
miles ol road werc conslructed in the 
calenclar year 1915, and apparently the 
record for 1916 mill barely exceed that 
figure, although the volume o i  industrial 
activity and hence railway earnings is 
considerably greater than in any previous 
ycar. Those who deal with investors 
continue a s  ior several years past to 
report indillerencc of their clients toward 
railway securities esccpt lor relundinq 
and for mortgage bonds, no\\. rarely 
leasible. upon unencumbered propertv. 

The Purutioa 01 1910. 

Never before have events ~ i v e n  the 
general public such aid as now in avoidinfi 
self-deception as to the meaning oi large 
ra i l i~av earnings in s:me one year. Every- 
body kno\vs that xross and net earnings 
have been very larqc for many ~nonths .  
Yet production of equipment is lar from 
be in^ in proportion. 13y those n.ho 
annually compile staListics it is predicted 
that completed ligures will show durir~g 
the calendar !car  1916 xiot above 2,700 
Ioco~notivcs 1)uilt. This r~unibcr was ex- 
ccctled in every ycar lrom 1900 to 1913, 
i~~clusivc,  except 1908, while tlic output 
was doulAe or more that o i  the 1916 csti- 
mate in 1905, 1906 and 1907. The esti- 



mate ol lreight built lor 1916 is 
148,000. As long ago as 1902 the number 
was 162.599 and the 1916 estimate was 
exceeded in every year lrom 1902 to 1913, 
inclusive, except 1904, 1908, 1% and 
1911-lour years out of 12. The number 
in 1906 was 240,503; in 1907, 284,188, and 
In 1913, 207,684. The average capacity 
of Imight cars in service in 191.7 was 39.6 
tons and had been ~ncreasink less than 
1 (on a pear. l l  the average lire of a 
freiqht car is 20 years and 5 per cent. in 
~iurnhcr are scrapped annually, then, a t  
the currcnl rate of Increase In avcragc 
cal~aritv per car, 148,000 new cars in a 
t\velve-month would roughly provide a 
net increase of something less than 
:1.200.000 tons capacity, which was ex- 
ceeded in 1903, 1906, 1907, 1908, 1910, 
191 1, 1913 and 1914. The passenger car 
estimate lor 1916 is 2,380. The output 
exceeded that figure in every year lrom 
1905 to 1914, inclusive, except 1908, 
kvhile in 1907 it was 5,437; in 1910, 
4,412, and in 1911,4,246. Few thoughtful 
observers are at  a loss to explain the 
apparent anomally. Net corporate in- 
come for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1916, when the hkmres are complete may 
and doubtless \vill show a larger net cor- 
porate income pcr mile ol track than was 
shown in 1910. But similar figures lor 
1913 show no such margin. Hesitation 
t o  project railway improvcrnents and 
extensions and even to maintain existing 
facilities with equipment rests upon the 
inquiry which investors and managers 
aliltc feel impelled to consider: Will 1917 
I)c a 1915 or a 1916? 

A survey o i  existing methods of railway 
regulation was proposed to the President 
of the United Statcs in an address by 
I'rcsident Fairlax Ilarsison of the Soutl~ern 
liailnay a t  the annual dinner ol our 
Association in 1914. Such an inquiry was 
recommended to Congress by President 
U'ilson, authorized by that body and 

begun on November 20 by a joint com- 
mittee of five Senators and five Reprc- 
sentatives under the chairmanship of 
Senator Newlands ol Nevada and the 
vice-chairmanship of Representative 
Adamson of Georgia. Our Association at  
the first session requested a hearing. The 
Committee alter calling representatives 
of thc rail\vays and a fe\v others suspended 
Iirarings, requesting Congress to grant 
an extension ol lime. 1l such an cxtension 
is sanctioned our Association will hope to 
present evidence ol thc sentiment oi husi- 
ness orgmizations anti individual business 
men in all parts of the Union lavorable to 
a unification oi rexulation in the lederal 
government, to a strengthening ol the 
federal regulatory mechanism and the 
introduction ol the element of encourage- 
ment to railway enterprise into the 
federal statute. 

Policy of Ihe Roads. 
Candor, sagacity and competcnce havc 

\Yon lor the railway managers a cordial 
and respectful hearing even from those 
not yet ready to concur wholly or partly 
in what is proposed. All concerned arc 
under a heavy debt to hkssrs. Prank 
Trumbull and Alfred P. Thom, under 
whose leadership the conclusions ol thc 
railway executives have been conveyed 
to the country and to Congress. The!; 
have made lucid that the public has the 
largest stake in a solution. They havc 
earned confidence by their willingness to 
have their proposals measured by thc 
public interest alone. Grasp ol the con- 
stitutional, legal, political and cornmcrcial 
as \veil as the transportation elements ol 
the problem has marked their utterances. 
and diplomacy of a high order their 
exchanges of views with thosc in authority. 

Rrriltcny i\.l[ril Pnr. 
Congress, as u r ~ e d  h y  thc Rail\\ray 

I<usiness Associalion, has transferred from 
lhe I'ost~naster-Cicneral to the Interslate 
Commerce Commission jurisdiction over 
rates ol mil\\.ay mail pay. The act confers 



upon the C'omn~ibnio~i aut1i01-ity to d c t c ~  
mine the method of computinc service 
performed alter an csperiment is made 
with the "space" method. Our Associa- 
tion opposed the "space" system on the 
ground that weighings are an essential 
factor. Such lines as the Postmaster- 
General might under the act select for 
this experiment proved to be all lines. 
l'he railway managers have protested 
against this interpretation, pointing out 
that it leaves no lines under the weighing 
system for comparison with the "space" 
system. Compensation to the roads, il 
weighings ultimately prevail, is to  be 
retroactivc, the books being kept with 
that end in view. 

Taxalion. 

The fiscal year ending June 30, 1916, 
saw a substantial increase in the total 
taxes levied upon the roads as a whole. 
According to advance figures for roads 
having Pj1,000,000 gross revenue, taxes 
increased from S133.%3,519 to $146,- 
7,54,477, this being $640 per mile of line 
as compared with $591 per mile of line in 
1913 or an increase of 8.4 per cent. 

-- 

LLO~t~ider'*  and "Trespasser" 
Legislation. 

Measures to be Submitted to Oklnhama 
and Missouri Assemblies, Which 

Commend Themselves to All 
Railroad Employes. 

Two measures, one to prohibit trespass- 
ing and the other to compel automobilists 
and drivers of other kinds of vehicles to 
exercise more ca~~t ion ,  have been pre- 
pared by Frank Wightman, Superintend- 
ent oi Safety, and will be introduced in 
the Missouri and Oklahoma General 
Assemblies, now in session. 

Regarding these two measures Mr. 
\\'ightman has addressed a letter to each 
member of the General Assemblies, citing 

thc lacl that ( I K .  ~rnilroatls, \\ilk) I l ~ r  co- 
operation ol their cmploycs. have. sincc 
the inauguration of the Safcty First 
campaign, greatly reduced the number of 
deaths and personal injuries to patl-om. 

However, Mr. Wightman says, "Thcre 
are two classes over which the railroads 
have no control, TRESPASSERS and 
OUTSIDERS." 

The former c1a.s is made up of those 
who use the railroad traclis as a high\vay 
without permission or authority, and who 
jump on and oft' cars. The "Outsider" 
class are the automobilists and drivers of 
other vehiclcs traveling over crossings. 

As a result ol the public trespassing on 
the railroad tracks. jumping on and 011' 
cars, 237,181 persons were killed or 
injured on the railroads of the Cnited 
States in the last 23 years. 

Of this number 33,205 were children 
under 18 years old; 156,540 were wage 
earners. 

This drain on the resources of the nation 
can be stopped, and it will be if the public 
is brought to appreciate the magnitude of 
injuries and deaths caused by the care- 
lessness of the public, and trespassers on 
the railroad property. 

Regarding the "Trespasser" and "Out- 
sider" classes, one of the bills provides 
that it shall be deemed a misdemeanor lor 
any unauthorized person to walk, ride, 
or drive upon or along the track, or 
within the right-of-way of any railroad 
operating its lines \vithin the state. This 
shall not apply to any person going upon 
such track or right-ol-way to save human 
life, or to protect property. 

The other bill provides that it shall bc 
the duty of the driver of a vehicle when 
approaching a crossing to bring such 
vehicle to a stop not less than 10 fwt from 
the track, and to look and listen for trains. 

- -- 
We want to malie the Frisco-Man the 

best of its kind typographically, and you 
can make it best literally. 




