
"TIP OFF" MAN AND THE METHODS OF SOLICITING 
LAWYERS RECEIVE A SEVERE REBUKE FROM 

SWITCHMEN'S UNION 

In a recent issue of the Switchmen's 
Magazine, Mr. W. J. Trost, Secretary 
and Treasurer of the Chicago District 
Council of the Switchmen's Union of 
North America, issues a warning to rail- 
road men of the methods of soliciting 
lawyers, and the great injustice to un- 
fortunate railroad men who fall into their 
hands. The notice shows that the 
Chicago District Council has wonderfully 
accurate knowledge of the methods em- 
ployed by the soliciting la\vyers. The 
sending out of this notice constitutes a 
noble act upon the part of the Chicago 
District Council--one which might \ \dl  
he emulated by other railway organiza- 
tions. The notice as published in the 
Switchmen's Magazine reads as follows: 

As a result of the numerous complaints 
made by members of the Switchmen's 
Union of North America, a t  the oflice of 
the Chicago District Council, relative to 
the conduct of certain unscrupulous law- 
yers, in settlement ol damage cases, the 
Council feels it incumbent upon itself to 
bring to the attention of our members the 
conditions that exist in Chimgo and other 
parts of the country among a certain class 
of shyster lawyers, ambulance chasers and 
adjusters. 

The Council, therefore, most earnestly 
calls the attention of our members to the 
fact that there are about ten firms of 
shyster lawyers located in Chicago whose 
sole business is to prey on crippled and 
injured railroad men, and in case of death, 
on the widows and children. 

These firms of lawyers are operating 
throughout Illinois, Wisconsin, Minne- 
sota, Michigan, Pennsylvania. Ohio, Indi- 
ana, Iowa, and possibly other states. 
They have Corrned a combination among 
themselves for the sole purpose of scouring 
the country, and especially Chicago, 
soliciting personal injury and death from 

accidental injury cases. They have formed 
or established a clearing house, and when 
any one of the lawyers in the combination 
"hooks" a cripple or injured person, or 
in case of his death, his widow and 
children, the case goes into a "jack pot" 
and is handled by the firm of shysters 
selected to act as the clearing house. 

These rapacious vultures pool all their 
cases, and the poor devil who has a clean- 
cut case--one \vhere the liability is clear, 
and under the usual procedure would 
entitle him to a substantial settlement, or 
a large verdict, his case is thrown into the 
"jack pot" with the poor cases, and the 
1 ' '  jack pot" is then split-not in propor- 
tion to the merits of the individual case, 
but as the clearing house directs. No 
matter which way i L  goes, the shyster 
gets his and the "sucker" with the clear- 
cut case comes up "short"; a t  first he is 
amazed-then surprised-and lastly he 
wonders, and then looks at  the small end 
of the settlement which he is permitted to 
call his own and remarks to himself: 
"It's a hell of a law." It isn't the law, 
neither is it the courts-it is the scourge of 
the diabolic combination formed by these 
vultures to trim, trim, trim. 

These vicious dissemblers will not call 
on you personally-no indeed. To do that 
would be unethical-beneath the dignity 
of a great lawyer. But each of them have 
in their employ one or more ambulance 
chasers, runners, solicitors, representa- 
tives, assistants, investigators or adjust- 
ers, who do the outside work for said 
"dignified, ethical" lawyer. To  make the 
whole transaction appear real, this outside 
man is usually a member or an  es-mem- 
her of your organization. In addition, 
they have also another man who works 
in the dark; no one Itnow Lhis man hut 
the shyster and their runners; this man is 
usually a switchman, brakeman, conduc- 



tor or clerk; one ol  these men is located in 
every yard and terminal o l  every rail- 
road; he is known as  the "tip off" man; 
the work o l  the "tip olf" man is simple. 
\fl;hen a n  employe gets injured or killed, 
the "tip off" man immediately calls up  the 
shyster and tips him ott' that  John I>oe 
was killed or injured, as the case might 
be, and gives such other information as 
hc may then have. For this "valuable" 
servicc in assisting to "hook" the poor 
"suclter," the "tip OK" man gets lrom 
$25 to $200. 

As som as the "tip oll" man turns in 
the alarm, these very "dignified, ethical" 
shysters turn loose upon the poor, hapless. 
unfortunate victim their pack ol  runners, 
solicitors and ambulance chasers, etc., 
and before the injured man has had time 
to recover from the shock of his injury, 
or hefore he recovers from the benumbing 
elrects of an  anaesthetic, these wolvcs 
sweep down upon him, and many, many 
times he is an  easy victim o l  their prey. 
In case the man is killed or dies as n result 
o l  his injuries, before the corpse is cold 
these vultures sweep c1on.n on the midon. 
and children in like manner, and are 
often the first ones to rush in and break 
the terrible news to the widow and 
babies, and during the agonizing moments 
following the oily tonxued scoundrel 
"hoolts" the widow. 

One will come and then another, and 
so on, ad  inlinitum. One mill promise the 
victim so many thousands of dollars. 
The nest will double the ante, and the 
nest will triple it and oller to make 
advance payments to show his good faith, 
and the poor victim, out of sheer despera- 
tion, will lall lor the miles o f  the shark, 
who, pencil and paper in hand, says: 
"Sign your name on this little paper," 
and then he is "hooked" and his is 
another casr lor the "jack pot." 

Thew is still another class o i  disseml~lers 
operating a s  adjusters, personal injury 
adjusters, expert claim adjusters, etc. I t  
is really hard at  times to understand just 

how they do operate, but that they do 
operate is a certainty. These adjusters 
are usually members or ex-members o l  
some one o l  the railroad organizations 
and prey upon their victims much in the 
same manner as the combination ol  
shysters do, except they usually use their 
"button" as a wedge to get an  intervie\\. 

Not being lalvyers themselves, the 
adjusters are usually in league with and 
use the name of one o l  the shysters for the 
sole purpose ol  clinching the "hooks" 
alter the victim has heen "hooltcd." They 
xo ahout soliciting personal injury cases 
and when they arc successlul in "hooking" 
a victim, they bulldoze him into accepting 
a ridiculously low settlement hy telling 
him that he lied to them when he originally 
stated his case Lo him: that their investip- 
tion showed that he had a weak casc, and 
that  i l  he didn't accept what was oflered 
he would lose all, and in support of their 
statement theysolemnly call in the shyster, 
who has already been fixed, unl<nown to 
the victim, and have him give his views 
ol  the case, which aln.ays coincides with 
the statement o l  the adjuster and the 
victim---poor icllotv --what can he do? 
In the clutches o l  such pirates he becomes 
docile and is fleeced o l  lrom a third to -- 
13 per cent o l  the amount rcceived in 
settlement of his claim. 

If any of you have the sad misfortune 
o l  getting injured, losing a leg. an  arm, or 
serious internal injuries, and you make up  
in some hospital-look out lor this gang 
ol  wolves, this gang of pirates, this gang 
ol  highbinders, this gang of adroit, cunning 
scoundrels, this gang of smooth, oily- 
tongued con men, who with pencil and 
paper in hand inlcst all such places and 
"hook" their victims hy lair means or 
foul. Look out lor their smooth, flonery 
talk, their apparent sympathy, t h e ~ r  
prom~ses ol  a h q  settlement, of a big 
verdict, ol a big judgment, o l  advancing 
you money, because their smooth, flowery 
tall, stripped of its ornaments is a sugar 
coated dose of the Ian;  their apparent 



sympathy is merely a psychological effort 
to gain your confidence, their promise ol 
a big settlement a scheme to flatter you, 
of a big verdict to encourage you, of a 
big judgment to bait you, but their 
promise to advance you money is a trap 
to catch you. 

Insist that your wife, your children, 
your father, your mother, and other meni- 
hers of your family, read this warning, 
and in the event something serious hap- 
pens to you they will be on their guard in 
the same manner that you yourself will be. 

This deplorable condition exists and the 
switchmen, the men on the footboard, are 
ignorant of it; they are not in a position 
to know what is in store for them or their 
families in case he or they are "hooked" 
by one of this gang ol pirates, and the 
pirates are very, very careful then~selves 
not to let you know what is going on 
behind the scene. l'he Council's sole aim, 
therefore, is to put the members and 
their families on their guard. 

l'he Council sincerely hopes that none 
of you will ever he so unfortunate as to be 
injured or meet wiLh an untimely death. 
But past experience teaches us that a 
switchman's lot is indeed a hazardous 
one, and many of our members quite Ire- 
quently do get injured and a t  times meet 
with untimely deaths, and in many such 
cases it requires the service of a lawyer 

to force the railroad company t o  makc :t 

fair settlement. 
There are in Chicago and other jurisdic- 

tions any number of high-class lawyers. 
Lawyers whose professiunal and business 
standing in the community is secure for 
all time. Lawyers whose honesty, integ- 
rity and fairness is n.ell known and should 
you need the services of a lawyer, select 
one whose reputation is beyond rcproach. 
And in selecting a lawyer always remem- 
ber that no high-class lawyer worthy of 
the name, no decent lawyer worthy of 
your confidence, has a t  his command, or 
uses a pack oI wolves masquerading as 
runners, solicitors, adjusters or ambulance 
chasers. No high-class lawyer goes out 
in the highways and byways soliciting 
cases. 

No high-class lawyer solicits cases in 
hospitals or like places. 

No reputable lawyer "guarantees" you 
so many thousand dollars. 

No honest lawyer "guarantees" you a 
fabulous settlement, or verdict, or judg- 
ment. And under the law, no lawyer is 
permitted, and no decent, self-respect in^: 
lawyer does advance, or offer to advance, 
to you sums of money in consideration ol 
you giving him your case. 

(Signed) 
\Ir. J. Trost, Secretary-Treasurer, 

Chicago District Council, S. U. of N. A. 

Roundhouse Force. Neodcsho. Iinnsns. General Foreman Jas. Kiely direrlly under cab. 
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J 
trallic head of the greatest Merchant 
Marine the world has ever known. 

Ewing was born a t  Muscatine, la.. 
April 3, 1877. He entered the service of 
Kansas City. Fort Scott & Memphis at  
Kansas City. Mo., January 7, 1893. 
serving as office boy, division clerk and 
export clerk from January 7, 1893, to 
August 20, 1899; soliciting freight agent 
and traveling freight agent a t  Nlemphis, 
Tenn., from Aup~s t  21, 1899 to July 8, 
1903; chief clerk to assistant general 
freight agent, St. Louis, Mo., July 9, 
1903; foreign freight agent at St. Louis, 
hiIo., March 26, 1907; special equipment 
distributer, office third Vice-President, 
Rock Island-Frisco Line, Chicago, March 
27, 1907 to Dec. 31. 1909; general agent 
Frisco System, Pittsburgh, Pa., January 1, 
1910 to June 30, 1911; assistant general 
freight agent, Frisco System, St. Louis, 
Ado., July 1, 1911 to June 30, 1913; 

D. L. Ewing. assistant general freight agent, Frisco 
System, Kansas City, Mo., July 1, 1913 

David L. Ewing, Assistant General to october 1, 1916; assistant 
Freight Agent, Frisco Lines, alter 24 freight agent, ~~i~~~ system, st. ~ ~ ~ i ~ ,  
years of meritorious service in the traflic M ~ . ,  october 1, 1916. 
department, serving in various capaci- 
ties, finally yielded to his patriotic im- 

c3 

pulses, and harkened to the call of Uncle Apprentice School Report. 
Sam, the overt act June 1, ?'he monthly AP~renticeSchool Report 

hy severance Of relations \\.ith the for April indicates that mighty good work 
~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ , ,  become ~i~~~~~~ of ~ ~ ~ c f i ~  for is being done. The grade of work is 
the united states shipping fioard and exception all^ good, and the report shows 
united states shipping ~~~~d E~~~~~~~~ \ w y  little loss of time by the apprentices. 
1:leet Corporation, Washington, D. C. At the present time about 150 appren- 

tices are enrolled a t  Springfield, including 
Genial of disposition and as broad of young men from allnost point on 

vision as he is of physique, Dave attained the system, sine of the bo,,s take up 
a powlarity ~ i t h  our agents, shippers and ~ ~ i l ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ i ~ ~ ,  others ?'inning, coach Car- 
competitors alike, that attests his traits pentering, painting, Upholstering, iLla- 
of character in full measure. chinist, Blacksmith, and Pattern Maker. 

He leaves a multitude of friends who The report shows a few 100 per cents, 
will miss the sunshine of his iridescent several 99's, many 98's, and lots of 97's. 
smile, but appreciating the motive that while a few fall below 95, with a number 
prompted him in accepting a place for down in the 80's. However, the report 
which he is so well fitted, to "do his bit." will average about 93 per cent, which it 
we all rejoice in the true American Spirit seems to us, is excellent, and the boys are 
he has shown, and hope a t  a not far to be congratulated, as well as Mr. 
distant date, he will become the supreme Claypool, the Instructor. 
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Seventh Street Hoists. 
The employes of the Seventh St. Sta- 

tion, St. Louis, held their flag raising at  
noon May 25. A large crowd of the em- 
ployes of the station and yards were 
present, as well as  a number of the 
employes from the Purina h4ills, nearby, 
a company of soldiers, and a detachment 
ol Marines. 

The accompanying photograph shows a 
portion of the crowd, and Judge Thos. 
L. Anderson who delivered an address 
on "Our Nation's Flag." \V. H. Dan- 
forth, president of the Purina Mills, also 
made an interesting talk. Agent H. A4. 
Rudolph also made a short talk. 

The employes a t  Seventh street were 
very much enthused, and had advertised 
the event, resulting in a large audience 
from the surrounding factories, shops, etc. 
One could look in almost any direction and 
see a half dozen heads out of each window. 

Medical Association Meeting. 
The Sixteenth Annual Meeting of the 

Prisco System Medical Association was 
held a t  Springheld May 28 and 29. 

About 1.50 physicians and surgeons 
from points all along the entire system 
were present. 

The first meeting was called to order 
at  9:30 Monday morning, May 28 by the 
President, Dr. \IT. B. Burns, who also 
delivered an address. 

Dr. Ellsworth Smith of St. Louis, read 
a paper on "Bronchiectasis treated by a 
new surgical procedure." Dr. C. N. 

Lutterloh of Jonesboro, also read a paper 
on "Burns treated with Dalten solution 
and paraffine paste." Dr. M. Smith of 
Oklahoma City, read on the "Preparation 
and use oi Carrel-Daken solution," and 
W. 0. Finney of Chaffee, concluded the 
morning session with an article on "Med- 
ical Service in Army and Navy." 

The afternoon session opened a t  2 
o'clock with Dr. R. A. Woolsey of St. 
Louis, on "Fractures of the Humerus," 
followed by Dr. W. N. Yates of Fayette- 
ville, on "Gun-shot of sixth spinal verte- 
brae." Dr. 0. 0. Smith of St. Louis, on 
"Suggestions," Dr. W. A. Duringer of 
Ft. Worth, on "Duties of Railway Surgeon 
to employee during war-time." The after- 
noon session was concluded with a talk 
by Dr. Chas. H. Gargile of Bentonville. 

The morning session of the second day 
was also devoted to papers by Drs. J. H. 
Barnes, Enid; C. F. Briegleb, St. Clair; 
W. A. Camp, Springfield; S. N. Mayberry, 
Enid; E. E. Leggett, Oswego and G. 11. 
Warren, Black Rock. 

The afternoon session of the second day 
was devoted to committee reports and to 
the election of officers for 1918. The 
onicers elected for the coming year were: 
Dr. W. B. Burns, Memphis, president: 
Dr. J. A. Foltz, Ft. Smith, first vice- 
president; W. M. West, A4onett, second 
vice-president, and R. A. Woolsey, St. 
Louis, secretary-treasurer. 

Those on the Executive Committee ale: 
Drs. G. W. Cale, St. Louis; iM. F. Jarrett, 
Fort Scott; E. E. Leggett, Oswego; W. J. 
Robinson, Portia and J. E. Dodson, 
Vcmnon, Texas. 

The 1918meetingwill beheld inst .  Louis. 
CJ 

Safety Pins vs. Safety Firsts. 
The annual baseball game between the 

Safety Pins and Safety Firsts of the 
freight traffic department, which was 
originally scheduled for Decoration Day, 
but had to be called off on account of 
rain, was played June 2 a t  C. B. C .  
Campus. 




