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DIVE IN TO OUR SUMMER READING PROGRAM!



Summer Offers Oceans of Possibilities
It’s been gratifying to see so many of our friends and 
young families return to the library branches and Mobile 
Library in recent months, as in-person programs roared 
back to life. 

We’re especially excited about our summer lineup. The 
Summer Reading Program, which we scaled back for two 
years due to the pandemic, returns with live performers to 
entertain youngsters at libraries, parks and schools in your 
communities. Fantastic Fridays are back for preschoolers–
grade 5 and their families. You’ll find your favorite librarians and the Mobile Library 
on select Fridays at sites like the Mizumoto Japanese Stroll Garden and Conserva-
tion Nature Center.  

The Youth Summer Passport is back after two years, offering free admissions and 
treats from local businesses for even the youngest readers. We’ll have all your other 
favorite reading rewards and prize drawings. There’s a program with prizes for 
adults, too.

Be sure to check out the Maurice Sendak exhibit at the Library Center 
July 2–August 14 and two related programs. The Maker Space at the 
Midtown Carnegie Branch also welcomes 
you with more how-to classes for all ages.  

With those and more planned, the Sum-
mer Reading Program, like summer at 
The Library, certainly lives up to its 2022 
theme, Oceans of Possibilities. 
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We care about your health!
Given the general easing of COVID-
19-related restrictions by the CDC 
and Springfield-Greene County 
Health Department, The Library no 
longer requires masks to be worn 
by staff or patrons in the libraries, at 
in-person programs or the Mobile 
Library. Staff and visitors may do so 
if they prefer. Please visit thelibrary.
org for updated information if 
conditions change.

Libraries Close for Holidays 
The 10 branches and drive-up windows 
will be closed and the Mobile Library will 
not make its scheduled stops on: 

• Sunday–Monday, June 19–20
• Monday, July 4

Return your books and materials to the 
book drops located at each branch, the 
Library Express West at 3872 W. Chest-
nut Expressway, and Price Cutter Plus 
Book Stop at 3260 E. Battlefield Road. 

Library branches, drive-up windows and 
the Mobile Library will reopen for normal 
business hours on the day following the 
closure.

From the Executive Director
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SUMMER READING offers Oceans of Possibilities! 
Join the 2022 Summer Reading Program for a 
summer filled with reading challenges and boredom-
busting activities for kids from birth to age 18. Grow 
your reading skills and earn great rewards!

Beginning June 1, pick up a game board at any 
library branch or Mobile Library, or log on to 
thelibrary.org/summerreading and follow the links to 
register for the reading program that fits you. Start 
logging reading minutes and complete the activities 
to earn great prizes.

Game boards help motivate kids to keep reading!

Kids benefit from being read to even before they can 
read on their own. It builds pre-reading and compre-
hension skills. Listening to others read to them 
counts toward their reading time.

• Prizes! Tiny Tots & Preschoolers, Kids and Teens 
can earn a Fresh Start Fine Waiver Card upon 
completing your first activity. Then, complete the 
program to earn a free book and a Youth Summer 
Passport. 

 Pick up your prizes at any library branch or the 
Mobile Library between June 10 and August 6. 
(Fresh Start Fine Waiver Card may be picked up 
starting June 1.)

• Keep reading! Earn Star Reader entries in the 
end-of-summer drawings. Prizes include reading 
totes, coupons for free books and gift cards.

• Be amazed by magicians, musicians and mad 
scientists at the programs planned for you.  
Pages 4–5.

• Explore our community at seven Fantastic Fri-
days. Page 6.
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2022 SUMMER READING PROGRAM
Starts June 1 • Ends August 6

Tiny Tots & Preschool: Birth–Age 5
Kids: Ages 6–11

Teens: Grades 6–12

Visit thelibrary.org/summerreading  
to learn more!

Andy B’s, Chick-fil-A, Dairy Queen,  
Firehouse Pottery, Little Caesars,  

Springfield-Greene County Park Board pools, 
Urban Cup

Thank you to our Youth Summer 
Passport sponsors! 
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OCEANS OF POSSIBILITIES • Free Programs for Kids & Families

The Pirate Who Didn’t 
Want to be a Pirate
Yo ho ho! You may not know that Elliot the 
Entertainer was born a pirate! But he wasn't 
sure life on the ocean was for him. He 
stopped at a library in every port to check 
out books and learn about the many possi-
bilities open to him: chef, race car driver, 
scientist and more. Elliott ponders a career 
change in this hilarious show that will keep 
kids laughing with juggling, stunts and 
magic. For preschool–grade 4.

Midtown Carnegie Branch: Monday, June 6, 
10 a.m. in the upstairs meeting room
J.R. Martin Park: Monday, June 6, 3:30 p.m.  
Ash Grove City Park: Tuesday, June 7, 10 a.m.
Library Station: Tuesday, June 7, 2 p.m. in the 
Frisco Room
Fair Grove Elementary School: Wednesday, 
June 8, 10 a.m.

Off the Deep End
Go on a journey into the unknown — the 
deep of our oceans — and examine the 
plastic that is polluting it. StoneLion 
Puppet Theatre's cabaret puppets will 
help us discover the wonder of our 
waters and why we need to protect 
them. The whole family will enjoy these 
“trash talking” puppets. With public 
support from the Missouri Arts Council, 
a state agency. For all ages.

Library Center: Tuesday, June 21, 10:30 
a.m. in the auditorium

Dive into Science!
Make waves with Mad Science as we explore 
the vast seas in this rollicking science adven-
ture! You’ll be amazed at the experiments and 
what there is to learn about our oceans. For 
preschool–grade 5.

J.R. Martin Park: Monday, June 13, 3:30 p.m.
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OCEANS OF POSSIBILITIES • Free Programs for Kids & Families

Water, Water, Everywhere!
Have you ever 
noticed that water is 
everywhere, not just 
in oceans? It's around 
us all the time —  
frozen on mountain-
tops, floating 
through the sky as 
clouds and even 
flowing inside our 
bodies! Join Dicker-

son Park Zoo guests to learn why water is so 
important, what makes it vital for survival and 
how we can keep our water sources healthy for 
all living things. For grades K–4.

Willard Branch: Monday, June 27, 10 a.m. 
Strafford Branch: Tuesday, June 28, 10 a.m. 
Library Station: Tuesday, June 28, 2 p.m. in the 
Frisco Room
Midtown Carnegie Branch: Monday, July 18, 10 
a.m. in the upstairs meeting room
Ash Grove City Park: Tuesday, July 19, 10 a.m.
Library Center: Tuesday, July 19, 2 p.m. in the 
auditorium

DIVE Into 
Reading!

Get excited about books, 
reading and the library 
with Marty the Magician! 
His interactive show features 
amazing magic tricks involv-
ing fish, sea creatures, water 
and pirates! Add loads of 
comedy and audience partici-
pation for an unforgettable 
time. For preschool–grade 4.

Willard Branch: Monday, July 18, 
10 a.m.

Schweitzer Brentwood Branch: Tuesday, July 
19, 2 p.m.
Midtown Carnegie Branch: Monday, July 25,  
10 a.m. in the upstairs meeting room
Strafford Branch: Tuesday, July 26, 10 a.m. and 
2 p.m. 

Ocean Magic with  
Tommy Terrific
Dive into a magical adventure under the sea 
with magic tricks featuring ocean wildlife and 
ecosystems! With help from the giant  
Magician’s Handbook, Tommy and our young  
oceanic explorers will learn how 
oceans and biodiversity enrich our 
lives and the world around us 
in this wild and 
interactive show. 
For preschool–
grade 4.

Midtown Carnegie 
Branch: Monday, 
July 11, 10 a.m. in 
the upstairs 
meeting room
Library 
Station: 
Tuesday, July 
12, 2 p.m. in 
the Frisco 
Room

Looking for fun, free events to  
fill your summer? Find more 
programs on pages 25–28!

Waves of Laughter
Jay & Leslie of Laughing Matters will create a 
rising tide of merriment as they delight kids  
with juggling, stories and other hijinks designed 
for fun and learning fueled by laughter! For 
preschool–grade 4.

J.R. Martin Park: Monday, July 25, 3:30 p.m.  
Library Station: Tuesday, July 26, 2 p.m. in the 
Frisco Room
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Make Your Fridays Fantastic  
at These Summer Events!
For kids in preschool through grade 5 and their 
families. Bring your library card — the Mobile 
Library will be parked nearby for all of these 
events. For more information, call 417-616-0585.

Fantastic Friday at the Mizumoto Japanese 
Stroll Garden
Friday, June 3, 10 a.m.–noon 
at the Mizumoto Japanese 
Stroll Garden, 2400 S. 
Scenic Ave. Explore the 
amazing island culture of 
Japan at the Mizumoto 
Japanese Stroll Garden in 
Nathanael Greene/Close Memorial Park! Enjoy 
stories and songs and explore the beautiful gardens 
with free admission from 10 a.m.–noon. Learn the 
art of fish printing (gyotaku) and enjoy other 
activities that celebrate Japan. 

Fantastic Friday at the Steam Engine Grounds
Friday, June 10, 10 a.m.– 
noon at the Steam 
Engine Grounds, 7175 
W. Farm Road 170, 
Republic. Heat water 
and what do you get? 
Steam power! Explore 
the amazing possibilities of steam power with our 
friends from the Ozark Steam Engine Association 
and the Southwest Early Day Gas Engine and 
Tractor Association. They are dedicated to restoring 
the steam-powered engines used in farming and 
industry in the mid-19th century around the Ozarks 
and the nation. Members of the associations will 
open the Steam-O-Rama event grounds to summer 
readers for a magnificent visit to the past, with 
activities and tours of these marvelous machines. 
Library staff will share stories throughout the 
morning. 

Fantastic Friday at the 
Railroad Historical Museum
Friday, June 17, 10 a.m.–noon at 
the Railroad Historical Museum, 
Grant Beach Park, 1300 N. Grant 
Ave. Tracks, switches, signals — 
there’s a lot to get trains moving. 
Chug along with us to the 
Railroad Historical Museum, 
where volunteers will explain how it all works and 
families can explore the train engine, cars and 
depot! Join library staff for train stories, activities 
and fun. 

Fantastic Friday at the Nathan and Olive Boone 
Homestead State Historic Site
Friday, June 24, 10 a.m.–
noon at the Nathan and 
Olive Boone Homestead 
State Historic Site, 7850 
N. State Highway. V. 
Head out to the 
homestead to experience 
what life was like on Missouri's frontier. Take part in 
hands-on activities and storytime as the past comes 
to life. You’ll also get a sneak peek of the Missouri 
State Museum’s traveling art exhibit “Benton, A 
Social History of Missouri,“ featuring a 70% scale 
reproduction of Thomas Hart Benton's legendary 
mural located in the Missouri State Capitol in 
Jefferson City.

Fantastic Friday at the Springfield 
Conservation Nature Center
Friday, July 8, 10 a.m.–noon 
at the Springfield 
Conservation Nature 
Center, 4601 S. Nature 
Center Way. Rivers, creeks, 
springs and lakes — 
Missouri has wonderful 
waterways! Learn who lives in the water and how to 
enjoy and take care of waterways with our friends 
from the Springfield Conservation Nature Center. 
Bring your entire family and enjoy outdoor/indoor 
activities, stories, crafts and more. 

Fantastic Friday at the Springfield Art Museum
Friday, July 15, 10 a.m.–noon at 
the Springfield Art Museum, 1111 
E. Brookside Drive. Join us at 
the Springfield Art Museum for 
aquatic art-making, exhibition 
exploration, and a sea-riffic 
storytime! We’ll have several 
hands-on activities available and lots of 
opportunities for kids to explore the “oceans of 
possibilities“ that exist within art! 

Fantastic Friday at the Watershed Center
Friday, July 
22, 9 a.m.–
noon at 
Valley Water 
Mill Park, 
2450 E. 
Valley Water Mill Road. We’ll explore our past, 
present and future connections to water through 
reading adventures and hands-on activities. Kids of 
all ages will enjoy science, engineering and art-
themed explorations of our Ozarks water resources. 

OCEANS OF POSSIBILITIES • Free Programs for Kids & Families
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23rd Annual  

DESIGN-A-
BOOKMARK 
CONTEST
And the winners are…

Above:

Grades K–2: “Taco ’Bout 
Fun!” by Sybil Pugh

Grades 3–4: “Books Are 
Out of This World” by 
Cash Thornton

Grades 5–6: “I Love 
Reading From My Head 
To-ma-toes” by Michael 
McLaughlin

Below:

Grades 7–8: “A Good 
Book Enriches the Mind” 
by Audrianna Sanders

Grades 9–10: “Read” Skull 
by Eleanor Pearlstein

Grades 11–12: “A Curious 
Mind is One of a Kind”  
by Miriam Cooper

Creative kids and teens 
— 604 of them — shared 
their artistic talents and 
love for reading with the 
Library for our annual 
Design-A-Bookmark 
Contest.

These six winning designs 
have been printed on 
bookmarks available at all 
library branches, the 
Mobile Library and at 
community events 
throughout the year. See 
the winning entries and 
runners-up online at 
thelibrary.org/bookmarks.

Next year’s contest, open 
to grades K–12, will be 
held February 1–March 15, 
2023.
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And Max cried, “Let the wild rumpus start!”

How old were you the first time you heard those words? How many times have 
you read them out loud to your children?

Celebrate the wonder that Maurice Sendak inspires in children and adults across 
the globe with a visit to the Maurice Sendak exhibit July–August at the Library 
Center.   

The collection includes 50 original sketches, imaginative illustrations and works 
on paper by the beloved children’s book illustrator and author of “Where the 
Wild Things Are.” 

Visitors of all ages are invited to explore the WILD world of Maurice Sendak, 
enjoy his art and his books with the Library this summer. Kids can explore more 
“Wild Things” with hands-on activities and crafts in the Children’s Department. 

Don’t miss our Wild Rumpus! Friday, July 22, 
6:30 p.m. for age 2–grade 4 in the Library Center 
auditorium. Follow Max on his grand adventure 
with a reading of “Where the Wild Things Are” 
as our friends from Springfield Ballet dance 
along to the story. Then we’ll roar, gnash our 
teeth and dance as the ballet leads us in our very 
own Wild Rumpus! You’ll also get to take home a 
free copy of Maurice Sendak’s beloved book; 
available while supplies last.

Maurice Sendak  
Memorial Exhibition:  
50 Years, 50 Works, 50 Reasons

About Maurice Sendak
Maurice Sendak is the author 
of more than 20 books and 
illustrated over 80 books by 
other writers. His most 
critically acclaimed work 
includes “Where the Wild 
Things Are.” 

Sendak grew up in Brooklyn, 
New York. The son of a 
dressmaker, he was a sickly 
child who started drawing to 
pass the time. His artistic 
talent blossomed and later 
led to jobs working on 
window displays for New 
York’s famed toy store F.A.O. 
Schwarz, and then to illustrat-
ing and writing children’s 
books.

In 1963 he stunned the 
children’s book world of 
traditional, sugary fare with 
his darkly imaginative “Where 
the Wild Things Are.” The 
naughty Max angrily retreats 
to his bedroom and journeys 
into a strange land inhabited 
by beastly funny monsters. 
Sendak won respect among 
critics and his readers for 
depicting young characters 
showing honest emotions. 
“Where the Wild Things Are” 
earned Sendak a Caldecott 
Medal, a special honor for 
children’s book illustration. 
He died on May 8, 2012, in 
Danbury, Connecticut. 

The Maurice Sendak exhibit was underwritten by the Friends 
of the Springfield-Greene County Libraries. Special thanks to 
the lenders of the exhibition and to AFANYC for their support.

The Wild Things Live Here, Too!
• Explore Wild Things of the Ozarks with a display  

in the Library Center concourse, July–August.

• Learn about Wild Things of the Ozarks on 
Saturday, July 30, at 4 p.m. for adults in the 
Library Center auditorium. From Hoop 
Snakes and Gollywogs to the Ozarks Howler, 
Wowzer and Momo, terrible animals and 
Paul Bunyan-type men of incredible strength 
make up the mythology of the Ozarks. Dr. 
Brooks Blevins, author of “A History of the 
Ozarks,” and the Noel Boyd Professor of 
Ozarks Studies at Missouri State University, 
will flesh out the tall tales of creatures 
roaming the hills and hollers. Books will be 
available for purchase and signing after the 
event. Sponsored by Friends of the Library.
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Let’s Meet at The Library!
Consider booking your next meeting, staff training, 
conference, job interview, study session or club get-
together at one of the library branches in Springfield and 
Greene County. Rooms vary in size to accommodate four 
to 150. There is no fee to use any rooms. 

Reserve your space at rooms.thelibrary.org. Enter a valid 
email address to make a reservation; a staff member will 
send an email confirmation. The site includes photos of 
each room, seating capacity, amenities and equipment.  

Need your meeting catered?

At The Library Center, Seattle 
Roast Coffee is now open and 
available to cater beverages such 
as flavor-infused teas and lemon-
ades, nitro cold brew, bakery 
treats and breakfast wraps; and 
lunch items including sandwiches, 
wraps, salads and desserts. For 
hours and details call 
417-616-0660.

And coming soon: Seattle Roast 
Kids Club!

At the Library Station, Panera 
Bread can cater its full line of 
coffee and specialty coffees, cold 
beverages, bagels, breads, soups, 
salads, sandwiches and sweet 
bakery treats. For hours and 
details call 417-520-1313.

Don’t Miss the Library Gift Shop 
Sidewalk Sale June 24–25  
The Between Friends Gift 
Shop at the Library Center is 
putting on another price-bust-
ing sidewalk sale this summer!  

Save the date: Friday, June 24, 
9 a.m.–7 p.m.; and Saturday, 
June 25, 9 a.m.–noon in the 
Library Center auditorium.

The sale will feature a huge 
variety of gifts for all ages and 
bibliophiles, priced from 50 
cents and up. Quantities of select items are limited, so get 
there early!

• Jewelry and clothing

• Greeting cards and frames

• Children’s toys and plushies  

• Christmas and other holiday decor

• Brand-name gifts including Demdaco, Ganz and Noelle.

• Lots of general gift items

• Mugs, kitchen items and decorative plaques

All of these items and more make great hostess gifts, and 
gifts for your book club, craft group and white elephant 
gifts. And don’t forget birthdays!

Cash, check and credit cards accepted.

Tune in to hear hosts and 
author guests talk about ‘tween 
and teen books on your library’s 
exclusive podcast. This season 
will feature an in-depth conversa-
tion with Springfield native 
Brandy Colbert, uncover the 
podcast hosts’ stance on whether 
to reread books, discuss the latest 
book- to-movie adaptations, and 
hit on their current beach reads. 
Listen every Thursday in July.  

The podcast airs on Apple 
Podcasts and Spotify. Listeners 

can also visit the Planet Book  
website, thelibrary.org/planetbook, 
which includes the podcasts and 
related books.

Episodes:

• July 7: To Reread or Not to  
Reread

• July 14: The Book Was Better, 
Maybe?

• July 21: What We’re Reading Now

• July 28: Interview with Author 
Brandy Colbert

Season 5 of Planet Book Podcast has a hot 
topic talk with author Brandy Colbert and  
lots of talk about other books for summer! 

If you love to talk about books, 
tune in for each episode! Got a 
book you want us to discuss or a 
topic you’d like to hear us chat 
about? Send us an email at 
teenlibrarian@thelibrary.org. 
We’d love to hear from you!

Season 5 runs July 7–July 28.
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Seeding a  
Healthy Life 
Healthy eating and gardening go hand-in-hand. Foods 
that are good for us taste even better when we grow 
them ourselves. And gardening provides great oppor-
tunities to get outside and move! Plant the seed for 
healthy food and lifestyle choices with this series of 
programs presented by Sherri Hull, nutrition educator 
with the Greene County MU Extension Office. Fresh pro-
duce samples at these programs provided by Spring-
field Community Gardens.

For adults. Registration required; call 417-862-0135.

Fight BAC 
Saturday, June 11, 1–3 p.m. in the Midtown Carnegie 
Branch upstairs meeting room. Gain knowledge in fight-
ing bacteria, including washing our hands and the foods 
we eat, and learn about the importance of caring for 
plants and how to identify common weeds. Registration 
starts May 28.

Choosing from the Food Groups 
Saturday, July 16, 1–3 p.m. in the Mid-
town Carnegie Branch upstairs meet-
ing room. It’s important to grow and 
eat foods from the five food groups, 
but what foods can you grow from 
each group? Learn the best growing 
candidates from each group, the life cycle 
of a plant and how seeds are created. Registration starts 
July 2.

Garden Celebration 
Saturday, August 13, 10 a.m.–1 p.m. at the Heirloom Seed 
Garden at 1471 N. Benton Ave. Learn the best methods 
for harvesting vegetables, the importance of nutrients 
derived from produce and their dietary benefits. The 
event will move to the Midtown Carnegie Branch in the 
event of inclement weather. Registration starts July 30.

Fruits and Veggies for the Holidays 
Saturday, September 17, 1–3 p.m. in the Midtown Carn-
egie Branch upstairs meeting room. It’s important to eat 
a rainbow of fruits and vegetables every day, including 
holidays! Learn how to make tasty, healthy holiday fare 
and the recommended amounts of fruits and veggies 
for your daily diet. We’ll also talk about composting and 
decomposition. Registration starts September 3.

#PlantWildflowers 
with The Library to 
Benefit Pollinators 
and Ecosystems 
Wild bees and other pollinators play a crucial role in 
nature, pollinating fruits, veggies, grains and flowers 
that are essential to agriculture and wild ecosystems. 
We can help attract and support them by planting even 
1 square foot or a few flower pots with wildflower seeds. 

Drop in on these programs to learn about these valu-
able pollinators, and what else we can do to encourage 
them. The #PlantWildflowers programs are funded by 
the Tangled Bank Studios/PBS Nature #PlantWildflow-
ers initiative.

“My Garden of a Thousand Bees”
Saturday, August 20, 1–3 p.m. 
in the Midtown Carnegie 
Branch upstairs meeting 
room to celebrate National 
World Honey Bee Day (Au-
gust 21). For adults. Immerse 
yourself in the world of bees 
with a screening of this bee-
utiful and surprising story, 
rated TV-G. Martin Dohrn, 
veteran wildlife cameraman 
and bee enthusiast, em-
barked on a challenge during 
the COVID-19 lockdown of 
2020, filming all the bees he 
could find in his tiny urban 
garden in Bristol, England. By the end of the summer, he 
became bee obsessed and developed relationships with 
them.

Preparing the Soil for a Micro Meadow
For adults. Preparing the soil for wildflowers starts in the 
summer. Learn the basics and take some supplies home 
to prepare your own micro meadow!

• Sunday, June 5, 10 a.m. at the GLO Center Community 
Garden, 518 E. Commercial St.

• Sunday, June 12, 10 a.m. at the Schweitzer Brentwood 
Branch

• Saturday, June 18, 10 a.m. at the Meador Community 
Garden, 2225 S. Fremont Ave.

Travelogue: Monarchs in Mexico
Thursday, August 18, 2 p.m. for adults at the Schweitzer 
Brentwood Branch. Lois Zerrer takes us to Central 
Mexico to the overwintering grounds of the monarch 
at Santuario Sierra Chincua, and shares ideas on how 
to help the monarchs as they travel through southwest 
Missouri on their way back to Mexico by planting native 
wildflowers in your yard.

Provided in partnership with the Springfield-Greene County Library 
District’s Heirloom Seed Library, the Greene County MU Extension 

Office and Springfield Community Gardens.

This project is supported by the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services under the provisions of the Library Services and Technology 

Act as administered by the Missouri State Library, a division of the 
Office of the Secretary of State.



Bookends 11

Play Bumble Bee Bingo in June!
Play Bumble Bee Bingo with a special 
#PlantWildflowers Library Takeout Kit.

For kids and families at the Library 
Station, Midtown Carnegie and Schweitzer 
Brentwood branches in June. Available 

while supplies last.

Birds, Butterflies & Bees Photo Contest  
for Grades 7–12, June 20–26
For teens in grades 7–12 at the Schweitzer Brentwood 
Branch. Challenge your nature photography skills during 
Pollinator Week (June 20–26)! Whether it’s catching a 
butterfly, sharing a flower, or shooting through the trees 
with your camera, capture the magic of pollinators with 
your camera. Drop by the Youth Services desk June 
20–26 to pick up the photo prompts and instructions for 
submission. Submit your photos by Sunday, June 26, for 
a chance to win a customized trophy and prize. Submis-
sions will be displayed in the branch July 17–31.

Increase Your 
Gardening 
Knowledge and 
How-to with These 
Heirloom Seed 
Library Events 
Seed Saving Basics
Saturday, August 6, 10 a.m.–noon for adults at the Heir-
loom Seed Garden, 1471 N. Benton Ave. Learn how to 
harvest and save pea, bean and tomato seeds from your 
favorite garden during this hands-on seed saving class. 
Space is limited. Registration starts July 26; call 417-862-
0135 or email ginamariew@thelibrary.org.

How to Save Seeds from Tomatoes
For adults. The Library is working to help grow our seed 
saving community. Learn how to save seeds from one of 
our area’s favorite crops — tomatoes!

• Sunday, July 24, 2 p.m. at the Schweitzer Brentwood 
Branch

• Sunday, August 14, noon in the Library Station Santa 
Fe Room

Get Your Seeds at the  
Heirloom Seed Library
Borrow, grow, share 
with seeds from the 
Heirloom Seed Library. 
Choose from a variety 
of vegetable, herb, 
flower and native heir-
loom seeds to borrow 
with your Springfield-
Greene County Library 
card. Plant them at home 
or in your community garden, enjoy the harvest, save 
the seeds if you can and return them to the seed library 
to share with others. Visit the seed libraries at the 
Library Station, Midtown Carnegie Branch Library and 
Schweitzer Brentwood Branch Library.

Outdoor Classroom:  
Heirloom Seed Garden 
The Heirloom Seed Library and Springfield Community 
Gardens partner on a fun, educational outdoor 
classroom — the Heirloom Seed Garden at 1471 N. 
Benton Ave.  

A “seed garden” is a community space that can bring 
gardeners of all levels together to learn how to grow, 
harvest and preserve garden seeds.

Seed gardens have the potential to offer hundreds 
of seeds for people to grow their own food, flowers 
and herbs. The seeds harvested here are added to the 
Heirloom Seed Library collection and shared throughout 
our community.



Check out an Adventure Backpack for your next outing 
— to the backyard, a city park or an Ozarks forest — and 
use the gadgets and field guides inside to learn while you 
explore! 

This summer we’ve added two more backpack themes 
— Animals, and Plants. Families already enjoy the Adven-
ture Backpacks for Nature Exploration and Birdwatching. 

You can check them out for three weeks from the Republic 
Branch Library, or request one through thelibrary.org/catalog 
to be sent to your neighborhood branch. Just search 
Adventure Backpack: Animals, and Adventure Backpack: 
Plants.

Here’s what’s inside:

• Adventure Backpack: Animals: “Animal Babies in the 
Forests” and other books and field guides; animal scat 
keychain ID guide; binoculars; Leave No Trace Ethics 
Card; magnifying glass; and “Wildlife Ranger Action 
Guide: Track, Spot & Provide Healthy Habitat for 
Creatures Close to Home”

• Adventure Backpack: Plants: “Baby 101: Botany for 
Babies,” “Backpack Explorer: Discovering Trees: What 
Will You Find?” and other books and field guides; Leave 
No Trace Ethics Card; magnifying glass; and a Wing-Nut 
Plant Press.

The new backpacks were partially funded by the Republic 
Walmart and developed by the staff of the Springfield-
Greene County Library District.

You can also check out:

• Adventure Backpack: Nature Exploration: “Backpack 
Explorer: On the Nature Trail” and other books and field 
guides; binoculars; a Dip Net; Leave No Trace Ethics 
Card; magnifying glass; and a Port-O-Bug container.

• Adventure Backpack: Birdwatching: “Backpack 
Explorer: Bird Watch” and other books; bird field guides; 
binoculars; Leave No Trace Ethics Card; and “National 
Geographic Kids Look and Learn: Birds” book. 

The Nature Exploration and Birdwatching Adventure 
Backpacks were funded by Gregory S. Beard and the 
Republic Walmart, and developed by the staff of the 
Springfield Greene County Library District. 

12 Bookends
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See what you can do at this series of sessions that will 
introduce you to the laser engraver, 3D printer, vinyl 
cutter, film and movie converter and soldering stations.

The Maker Space is in the Midtown Carnegie Branch 
Library, 397 E. Central St. Visit thelibrary.org/maker-
space for a video tour.

Maker Space Takeout
No time to visit our Maker Space? Adults can pick up one 
of our pre-made projects at the checkout desk or Maker 
Space and finish it at home. We’ll provide the pre-cut 
materials and assembly instructions; you provide the 
creativity and customization! Available while supplies last.

Custom Silicone Wristbands
Monday–Saturday, June 13–18, 9:30 a.m.–6 p.m. for grades 
K-adults. Use our Glowforge Laser Engraver to personalize 
a silicone bracelet. Show support for your favorite cause or 
create an ID bracelet to keep your child safe this summer! 
Materials will be provided. Youth under 18 must be 
accompanied by an adult. Registration starts May 31; call 
417-837-5011.

Maker Space Orientation
Thursday, July 14, 7 p.m. for adults. Learn about the 
equipment available in the Library’s Maker Space, watch 
demonstrations and view sample projects. This equipment 
tour will cover basic operation, safety, design resources and 
tips. Registration starts June 30; call 417-837-5011.

 3D Printed Mini-Containers
Monday–Saturday, July 18–23, 9:30 a.m.–6 p.m. for grades 
K–adults. Keep your tiny items safe and organized, and 
never be without a lid — these mini containers use stan-
dard soda bottle caps! We’ll show you how to use the 3D 
printers to load a design and create your finished product. 
Materials will be provided. Youth under 18 must be 
accompanied by an adult. Registration starts July 5; call 
417-837-5011.

Laser-Engraved Pencils
Monday–Saturday, August 8–13, 9:30 a.m.–6 p.m. for grades 
K–adults. Head back to school in style with personalized 
pencils. We’ll teach you how to engrave your name or a fun 
custom message. Bring up to a dozen of your own pencils or 
use a few of ours. Youth under 18 must be accompanied by 
an adult. Registration starts July 25; call 417-837-5011.

Maker Space
You Can Make It, Fix It, Preserve It at the

Love to create? Does your homegrown hobby need a high-tech touch? 
Crafters, entrepreneurs and master fix-its of all ages love to use the 

Maker Space tools to create signs, letter T-shirts, preserve slides and 
movies, solder circuits and fix toys.

13Bookends
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LIBRARY 
SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR 
BUSINESS 

NEEDS

Whether you’re starting a new business or working to grow an existing 
business, The Library offers resources to meet your needs and expert staff 

who can connect you to library tools and community resources. Visit 
thelibrary.org/business to access all of our Business Connect services, 

including tools for business research and training opportunities.

Learn from area professionals at these business 
programs presented in partnership with Southwest 
Missouri SCORE. Register at thelibrary.org/business or 
call 417-883-1974.

SCORE Tuesdays @ Two
Tuesdays, 2 p.m., virtual. A link to the virtual event will be 
shared with registered participants. 

June 14: Library Tools for Your Business. The Library 
offers abundant resources for your business and your life, 
many of which can be used from your smartphone. Learn 
how to use your library card to access apps for e-books, 
audiobooks and magazines; online training in business, 
creative and technical skills; and powerful tools for 
business and market research. Registration starts May 31.

July 12: Becoming Your Brand Ambassador Through 
Social Media Video. Joe Everest, aka “The Fence Expert,” 
has more than 35,000 subscribers on his YouTube channel 
representing his company Ozark Fence. Learn how Joe 
became his own brand ambassador using video on social 
media, why you might want to do the same, and what you’ll 
need to get started. Registration starts June 28.

August 9: Attracting and Retaining Young Talent. As 
we continue to navigate the fallout from “The Great 
Resignation,” it’s become even more essential to prioritize 
changes to our organizations that help us stand out among 
our customers and current and potential employees. 
Career coach James Bonds will offer strategies to help your 
company create a culture to draw in and keep young talent. 
Registration starts July 26.

August 23: Microlending: Accessing Capital When 
You're a Small Business. Are you having trouble securing 
a conventional loan because you're a startup, have limited 

collateral, challenges with cash flow or limited industry 
experience? Learn about microloan options and how to 
access them, with Mary Overbey, owner of Borealis 
Consulting, lender Justine Petersen and Lisa Jones, chief 
economic inclusion officer for New Growth Capital. 
Registration starts August 9.

Creating a Business Website  
that Brings in Customers
Tuesday, June 21, 6–8 p.m. at the Schweitzer Brentwood 
Branch. Learn tips and best practices for building your 
business website to attract leads, even if you’re using a DIY 
Builder like Squarespace or Wix. Come dressed to impress 
to take advantage of free headshots by a professional 
photographer, networking and refreshments during the 
first hour. Registration starts June 7.

Common Legal Issues in Small Businesses
Tuesday, July 19, 6 p.m. at the Schweitzer Brentwood 
Branch and virtual. As a small business owner, it can be 
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Notary Service 
Expands at The Library
You can get important documents notarized at 
three libraries.

A certified Notary is on staff at those 
branches. Notary service is $5 per visit. 
Certified copies are $3–$5 per visit.

Maximum Notary fees are specified in the 
Revised Statutes of Missouri, Chapter 486, 
Sections 685, 960 and 1160.

Appointments are required. For more details 
or for an appointment; call

• Library Center, 417-883-5341

• Library Station, 417-616-0683

• Schweitzer Brentwood Branch-417-883-1974

Book Your Next 
Meeting with Us!
Reserve your meeting space using Reserve a 
Room, at rooms.thelibrary.org.     

No account or password is required. Select a 
date and the library branch you prefer, and 
check for available rooms. The site includes 
photos of each room, seating capacity, 
amenities and equipment. Enter a valid email 
address to make a reservation. A staff member 
will send an email confirmation. 

No access to email, or need immediate 
booking assistance? Call any library branch for 
help. Not sure which type of room you need? 
Ask a librarian for details.

easy to get caught up in daily operations and lose sight of 
legal issues that may arise. Stephanie Cumley of Vihrtual 
HR Partner Services will discuss some of the most com-
mon employment laws you and your managers should 
know to protect your business from fines and penalties or 
litigation. This event will be offered virtually and in 
person; a link to the virtual event will be shared with 
registered participants. Registration starts July 5.

Podcasting for Small Business
Tuesday, August 16, 6 p.m. at the Schweitzer Brentwood 
Branch and virtual. Podcast advocate Cassie Potts will 
share the benefits of podcasting for small businesses and 
how to get started in podcasting, from building deeper 
relationships with customers to repurposing content and 
possibly monetizing your show. This event will be offered 
virtually and in person; a link to the virtual event will be 
shared with registered participants. Registration starts 
August 2.

Take a business field trip with us!

Made Here: Culture Flock
Wednesday, July 6, 5:30 p.m. 3938 S. Lone Pine Ave., Suite 
102. Catch a behind-the-scenes look at a thriving busi-
nesses founded right here in the Springfield area in 2013. 
Meet us at Culture Flock for a tour of the store and 
workshop, and hear the story behind this colorful, inclu-
sive business. Whether you’re an entrepreneur looking for 
inspiration, or a curious 417-area citizen, you’ll learn 
something new. Registration starts June 22; call 417-616-0683.
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programs for adults

In the Community

FilmStubs
Wednesdays, 7–9 p.m. at the Moxie Cinema, 305 S. 
Campbell Ave. #101. Both novice and seasoned cinephiles 
are welcome to join our free viewings of classic and cult 
films at The Moxie, with discussion after the films. 
Sponsored by Friends of the Library.
• June 8: “Her,” rated R. 
• July 6: “Paris, Texas,” rated R. 
• August 10: “The Apartment,” not rated, 1960.

Downtown Game Night
Fridays, June 10, July 8 and August 
12, 5–7 p.m. Green House Coffee + 
Affogato Bar, 431 S. Jefferson Ave. 
Suite 172. Drop in to play various 
board and card games, and treat 
yourself to a coffee or affogato. 
Choose from our selection of games 
or bring your own.

Jordan Creek Underground Tour
Friday, July 29, 2 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. for adults age 18 and 
older only. Discover the history of Jordan Creek, a graffiti-
covered, urban stream that runs below downtown Spring-
field. This guided tour, led by the Watershed Committee 
of the Ozarks, will explore the history of waterways within 
Springfield and reflect on how our actions impact their 
future. Tours meet at the west end of the parking lot at 319 
N. Main Ave. and require the ability to climb in and out of 
the creek using a stepladder. You will also be underground 
and wading in shallow water (6–12 inches), so bring a 
flashlight and close-toed shoes (preferably waterproof). 
Each tour is limited to 20 participants. Registration starts 
July 15; call 417-616-0683.

Register at thelibrary.org/summerreading, log books and complete activities. Or log your registration 
and books on forms available at the checkout desk of any library branch or the Mobile Library. Log 
five books and get a prize! Keep reading all summer long. Every book you log earns an entry into our 
end-of-summer prize drawings on August 15! Winners will be notified on August 15 by email or phone.

2022 SUMMER READING PROGRAM
FOR ADULTS

Starts June 1 • Ends August 6

Photo courtesy of Aaron Clark Photography. aaronclarkphotography.com 



Bookends 17

Ash Grove Branch Library
Flying Needles
Tuesdays, June 14, July 12 and August 9, 1:30 p.m. Bring 
your knitting and crochet projects and join other fiber 
artists on the second Tuesday of every month. Work on 
your current projects, share patterns and ideas, and check 
out our knitting and crochet resources. All levels of 
experience are welcome.

Library Center

Rocky Ridge Farm, Mansfield, Missouri. Courtesy of the Laura Ingalls 
Wilder Home Association

Laura Ingalls Wilder: Pioneer of the Ozarks
Thursday, June 2, 7 p.m. for grade 5–adults in the audito-
rium. Learn about the interesting life of author Laura 
Ingalls Wilder, who made her home at Rocky Ridge Farm 
in Wright County, Missouri, for 63 years. Laura Ingalls 
Wilder Home and Museum supervisor Vicki Johnston and 
docent Marie Bristol will talk about the peaceful setting 
where Wilder wrote the Little House books as well as 
articles about the beauty of Wright County for the 
Missouri Ruralist.

Type 1 Diabetes: 
From A to Z
Thursday, June 9, 6:30 
p.m. for adults and 
families in the audito-
rium. Thirteen-year-
old author Elinor Rowe 
will read her book, 
“Type One Diabetes: A 
to Z,” and then Natalie 
Allen, registered 
dietician and Missouri 
State University clinical 
assistant professor, will provide informa-
tion on how to read nutrition labels, 
calculate carbs and make simple 
family-friendly changes in the kitchen to 
help manage Type 1 diabetes, also 
known as juvenile diabetes. Books will 
be available for purchase and signing.

Second Sunday Concert
Sundays, 2 p.m. in the auditorium. Sponsored by Friends of 
the Library.

• June 12: The Bold Deniers. Jane Caldwell, Turner 
Collins and Jesse Owsley are singers and multi-instru-
mentalists united in the performance of Irish dance 
tunes, traditional and contemporary songs. Their 
combined pursuit of acoustic melodies and harmonies 
spans more than 100 years of listening and participating 
in sessions across the U.S. and Ireland. 

• July 10: Mike Anderson. The Dulcimer Guy, Mike 
Anderson, will present a collection of songs, stories and a 
wide variety of strange musical instruments to entertain 
the entire family.

• August 14: Mr. Paul, “The Red Shoed Singer.” This 
solo act sounds like two or three folks are performing 
due to a unique guitar picking style and foot bass playing 
simultaneously. His music styles include Americana, 
country, rock and folk. 

Exploring Genealogy
Wednesdays, 10 a.m. Sponsored by Ozarks Genealogical 
Society.
• June 15 in meeting rooms A and B: Using the Free 

Genealogy Website FamilySearch. Some rave about 
FamilySearch and some criticize. That’s because it’s a site 
with many facets. Patti Hobbs, Certified Genealogist, 
will explain the different parts and help guide you to the 
rich resources while avoiding the pitfalls. 

• July 20 in the auditorium: Ozarks Mountaineer Maga-
zine’s 70th Anniversary. The Ozarks Mountaineer 
periodical began publication in 1952 telling the stories of 
the Ozarks people. Historian Wayne Glenn will share 
highlights and unique articles from these publications.

• August 17 in the auditorium. Treasured Heirlooms. Do 
you have a treasure or family heirloom that has been 
passed down through the generations? Does it hold a 
special place in your heart? Let’s share. Bring your unique 
item to this meeting and be prepared to share a few 
words about your item and what it means to you and your 
family.
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Library Center continued

Fishnet-Wrapped 
Mason Jars
Thursday, June 23, 6–8 
p.m. in the Story Hour 
Room. Add a bit of beach 
décor to your home with 
fun, fishnet-inspired jars 
that work great for tea 
lights, table decoration or 
organization. Learn how to 
wrap a glass jar with a 
lattice pattern from braided jute cord. Materials will be 
provided. Registration starts June 7; call 417-883-5341.

Truman in uniform, France, c. 1918. wikipedia 

Captain Harry S. Truman’s World War I 
Memories
Thursday, July 21, 7 p.m. in the auditorium. Historical 
interpreter Kavan L. Stull joins us in character as President 
Harry S. Truman for an immersive evening retelling 
Truman’s experiences and opinions as he witnessed the 
events of World War I, from his enlistment and training at 
Camp Doniphan, to fighting from the front trench lines in 
France. Based upon Truman’s letters to his future wife 
Bess back home, find out how Truman saw The Great 
War.

We Need to Talk: About 
Disability Etiquette
Tuesday, July 26, 6:30 p.m., 
virtual. Is it okay to ask a 
person in a wheelchair if they 
need help? What terms should 
I use when talking about 
someone with a disability? Explore answers to these 
questions and more with Amanda Line, training specialist 
at Arc of the Ozarks, and Shelby Butler, community 
outreach coordinator at empower:abilities. This informal 
conversation will cover respectful ways to communicate 
with and about people with disabilities. Presented in 
partnership with Arc of the Ozarks and empower:abilities. 
Register at thelibrary.org/programs starting July 12; a link to 
the virtual event will be shared with registered 
participants.

Wild Things of the Ozarks
Saturday, July 30, 4 p.m. 
in the auditorium. 
From Hoop Snakes and 
Gollywogs to the 
Ozarks Howler, 
Wowzer and Momo, 
terrible animals and 
Paul Bunyan-type men 
of incredible strength 
make up the mythology of the Ozarks. Dr. Brooks Blevins, 
author of “A History of the Ozarks” and the Noel Boyd 
Professor of Ozarks Studies at Missouri State University, 
will flesh out the tall tales of creatures roaming the hills 
and hollers. Books will be available for purchase and 
signing after the event. Sponsored by Friends of the 
Library.

Library Station
Water Wednesdays
• Wednesdays, 6 p.m. in the Frisco Room. 

June 8: Missouri Springs. Learn about the science of 
spring hydrogeology and the history of Missouri springs 
from Loring Bullard, author of “Living Waters: The 
Springs of Missouri.” Books will be available for purchase 
and signing.
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• July 6: What’s In Your 
Watershed? Todd Wilkin-
son, project manager with 
James River Basin Partner-
ship, shares a virtual tour of 
the natural and cultural 
history of the James River 
Basin and discusses the role 
JRBP plays in preserving and 
protecting it.

DIY Greener Clean
Saturday, June 18, 2 p.m. in the Santa Fe Room. Learn how 
to use everyday items to make cleaning and household 
products that do less harm to our planet. Supplies will be 
provided to make two household cleaning supplies and 
directions for additional cleaners will be provided. Regis-
tration starts June 10; call 417-616-0683.

Paper Shadow Box
Sunday, August 21, 2 p.m. in the Santa Fe Room. Layer 
paper silhouettes to create an ocean-themed paper shadow 
box. Materials will be provided. Registration starts August 
14; call 417-616-0683.

Midtown Carnegie Branch Library
Yarn Crafting
Tuesdays, June 7, July 5 and August 2, 4–6 p.m. in the 
upstairs meeting room. Bring your knitting and crochet 
projects and join other fiber artists on the first Tuesday of 

every month. Work on your current projects, share 
patterns and ideas, and check out our knitting and crochet 
resources. All levels of experience are welcome.

Foundation Directory for Nonprofits
Monday, June 13, 2 p.m. in the Computer Training Center. 
Looking for grants for your nonprofit organization? As 
part of Candid’s Funding Information Network, the 
Springfield-Greene County community has access to the 
Foundation Directory Online, with information on more 
than 100,000 foundations and over 2.5 million recently 
awarded grants. Registration starts June 1; call 417-862-0135.

Art for All
Tuesday, June 21, 10:30 a.m. for adults and teens in grades 
6–12 in the upstairs meeting room. Local artist Don Haden 
teaches participants that anyone can make art, even 
without expensive art supplies. Materials will be provided. 
Registration starts June 7; call 417-862-0135.

Fix-It Fair
Saturday, July 9, noon–4 p.m. in the upstairs meeting 
room. Give your household appliances, bikes and even 
clothes a new lease on life, and reduce waste while learning 
a valuable repair skill. Volunteer fixers will help you repair 
your fixable items. No oversized, gas-powered items or 
safety hazards. Presented with Community Partnership of 
the Ozarks.

Park Central Branch Library
First Friday Art Walk
Fridays, 6:30–9 p.m. Join us for First Friday Art Walk, 
including the opening of a new exhibit.
• June 3: New Abstracts: 

Photography by HJ 
Schumer.

• July 1: West in Art: Paintings 
by Gary Holman. 

• August 5: Get Your Kicks on 
Route 66: Photography by 
Chuck Bruton.
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Schweitzer Brentwood Branch Library

Craft & Tell
Saturdays, June 4, July 2 and August 6, 10 a.m. Spend an 
hour working on a craft project you’re in the middle of, or 
begin something new while chatting with fellow crafters. 
If you enjoy fiber arts, needlework, drawing or any other 
craft that is portable, quiet and doesn’t make a mess, this 
club is for you!

Travelogue
Thursdays, 2 p.m. in the community room. Sit back, relax 
and explore a new place on the third Thursday of each 
month.

• June 16: Music in the Mountains. The JAS ( Jazz Aspen 
Snowmass) Fest three-day concert in Snowmass, Colo-
rado, is like no other. Get the most out of your three-day 
stay in the mountains and enjoy your experience to the 
max as Library staffer Terre Armstrong shares some 
insider tips from her 2021 trip with headliners Eric 
Church, Maren Morris, Sheryl Crow and Larkin Poe 
(pictured).

• July 21: Chocolate Week in Belize. What could be 
better than a chocolate vacation? A chocolate vacation in 
Belize! Go from bean to bar in a Mayan jungle paradise 
with Library staff member Ashley Fillmer. 

• August 18: Monarchs and Mariachis. Lois Zerrer takes 
us to Central Mexico to the overwintering grounds of the 
monarch at Santuario Sierra Chincua, a forest reserve in 
the Mexican state of Michoacan, and shares ideas on how 
to help the monarchs as they travel through southwest 
Missouri on their way back to Mexico by planting native 
wildflowers in your yard. We’ll also visit Tlaquepaque, 
Jalisco, Mexico, for a taste of the hospitality, color and 
music of Springfield’s Sister City. A #PlantWildflowers 
event.

Max Hunter Fest
Saturday, June 18,  
2–4 p.m. for all ages. 
Celebrate the history 
of the Max Hunter 
Folk Song Collection 
with the Library and 
local musicians! 
Library Local History 
Associate Michael 
Price will talk about 
Hunter’s life, his work 
collecting traditional 
folk songs in the 
Ozarks and the work 
of librarians and 
archivists to preserve 
and digitize his 
recordings and 
transcriptions. Hot 
Missoury (aka Hot MO) and Andrew Dietz will bring this 
historic music to life with live performances. Sponsored by 
Friends of the Library.

Wits Workout
Thursdays, July 7–August 25, 10 a.m. 
Increase your brain health with brain 
games and socialization during this 
eight-part program with Amber Allen, 
field specialist in human development 
and family science with the University 
of Missouri Extension, and developed 
by the University of Illinois Extension.

Avid Reader’s Trivia Night
Thursday, July 14, 6–8 p.m. Enjoy a night of bookish 
competition where teams of 4–6 people will test their 
literary knowledge through five rounds of questions. 
Prizes awarded to the winning team. Space is limited; 
register a team or ask to be placed on a team when you call. 
Registration starts June 30; call 417-883-1974.

Strafford Branch Library
Turn Shopping Bags into Plarn!
Tuesday, June 7, 4 p.m. Overwhelmed with bags of bags? 
Stop them from getting to the ocean by learning to turn 
them into plastic yarn that can be made into tote bags and 
other crafts. Materials will be provided.

Game Night
Fridays, July 1 
and August 5, 
4–6 p.m. for 
grades 5–adults. 
Join us for a night 
of snacks and 
board games at 
the Library!

Max Hunter
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Microsoft Excel Basics 
Learn how to create and use spreadsheets in Microsoft 
Excel. Add data to a spreadsheet, perform calculations and 
set up spreadsheets for printing.
• Tuesday, July 26, 10 a.m.–noon
• Thursday, August 18, 1–3 p.m.

Internet Safety 
Learn what to do to protect yourself and your computer 
when you are connected to the internet. Learn about 
anti–virus programs, internet privacy, how to keep your 
personal information safe and create secure passwords.
• Thursday, June 2, 1–3 p.m.
• Thursday, July 21, 1–3 p.m.
• Monday, August 15, 1–3 p.m.

Google Tools 
Learn to use Google tools including Gmail, Google Meet, 
Google Drive, Calendar, Docs and Sheets, and how to 
access your files across devices. Understand what the 
“cloud“ is and how to use it for sharing your files and 
storing them online.
• Tuesday, June 28, 10 a.m.–noon
• Thursday, July 28, 1–3 p.m.
• Monday, August 29, 1–3 p.m.

One–on–One Help — And More 
By appointment. Call 417-837-5011 to reserve an hour with 
a staff member for answers to your technology questions.
We can help with specific questions about using your 
tablet or smartphone, creating and using an email account, 
getting started with Microsoft Office products and more. 
Please have your specific questions in mind when you 
make your appointment. It will help us prepare to work 
with you when you arrive.

Want to learn more about business, photography, 
design or web or software development?  
Udemy is an online learning platform to help 
you improve work-related skills or develop a 
personal interest. It includes 6,000+ on-demand 

video courses in multiple languages across categories in 
business, technology, design, and more. Access to Udemy is 
free, 24/7 from your home computer, tablet or phone. Just 
visit thelibrary.org/udemy to set up a free account. A Google 
or Microsoft email account is required. Or you can register 
for a time to take a Udemy course at the Computer 
Training Center by calling 417-837-5011.

  BASIC COMPUTER SKILLS

Meet the Computer 
Learn the basics of computers including using a mouse and 
a keyboard. Understand the difference between left 
clicking and right clicking. Learn to open programs and 
files. Use the mouse to double-click, scroll and click and 
drag. This class is for beginners.
• Thursday, June 16, 1–3 p.m.
• Monday, July 18, 1–3 p.m.
• Thursday, August 4, 1–3 p.m.

Learning Windows 10
Learn about the Windows 10 operating system. Explore 
the Start Menu and Settings menu, and learn how to 
customize your computer. Use tiles to launch apps and to 
access other programs on the computer.
• Thursday, June 30, 1–3 p.m.
• Tuesday, August 23, 10 a.m.–noon

Finding Files 
Learn to save, organize, copy, move, rename, delete, find 
and manage files and folders on your computer or external 
storage device.
• Thursday, June 23, 1–3 p.m.
• Tuesday, August 9, 10 a.m.–noon

Internet Basics 
Learn how to navigate the internet using your browser’s 
menus and toolbars. Access websites by typing in a web 
address or using search engines. Learn how to change your 
home page and add a website to your favorites.
• Tuesday, June 14, 10 a.m.–noon
• Thursday, July 7, 1–3 p.m.
• Monday, August 1, 1–3 p.m.

  INTERMEDIATE COMPUTER SKILLS

Microsoft Word Basics 
Learn the basics of Microsoft Word: create, edit and save 
documents, change font size, style and color, create lists 
and use spell–check to edit documents.
• Monday, June 6, 1–3 p.m.
• Tuesday, July 12, 10 a.m.–noon
• Thursday, August 25, 1–3 p.m.

computer training
Invest In yourself with free computer skills 
classes at the Library!

Classes take place in the Computer Training Center 
(formerly called The Edge) at the Midtown 
Carnegie Branch Library except where indicated. 
Registration is required to attend. For information 
or to register, call 417-837-5011.
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book discussion groups
Talk about your latest read with others in these 
book discussions at library branches and in the 
community.
 

Ash Grove Branch Library
Ash Grove Bibliophiles
Tuesdays, 1:30 p.m.
• June 21: “Dust Bowl Girls: The Inspiring Story of the 

Team that Barnstormed its Way to Basketball 
Glory” by Lydia Reeder.

• July 19: “The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and 
Their Epic Quest for Gold at the 1936 Berlin Olym-
pics” by Daniel James Brown.

• August 16: “Canary in a Coal Mine: A Forgotten 
Rural Community, a Hidden Epidemic, and a Lone 
Doctor Battling for the Life, Health, and Soul of the 
People” by William Cooke.

Fair Grove Branch Library
Book Discussion
Wednesdays, 1 p.m.
• June 15: “The Midnight Library” by Matt Haig. 
• July 13: “The 7 1/2 Deaths of Evelyn Hardcastle” by 

Stuart Turton. 
• August 17: “Oona Out of Order” by Margarita 

Montimore. 

Library Center
Feel Good Fiction
Thursdays, 7 p.m. in the Harrison Room. Discuss stories 
filled with kindness, humor, heroism, hope, empathy and 
compassion.
• June 2: “Midnight at the Blackbird Café” by Heather 

Webber.
• July 7: “Evvie Drake Starts Over” by Linda Holmes. 
• August 4: “The Authenticity Project” by Claire Pooley. 

Book Discussion
Wednesdays, 1–2:30 p.m. in meeting room B.
• June 8: “Hamnet” by Maggie O’Farrell. 
• July 13: “The Thursday Murder Club” by Richard 

Osman. 
• August 10: “Pachinko” by Min Jin Lee.

Library Station
Donuts & Death
Tuesdays, 6 p.m. in the Frisco Room. Horror has never 
tasted so sweet. Join our horror book club and sink your 
teeth into a good book while enjoying donuts.
• June 14: “Litani” by Jess Lourey. 
• July 12: “Coyote Songs: A Barrio Noir” by Gabino 

Iglesias.
• August 9: “The Queen of the Cicadas = La Reina de 

las Chicharras” by V. Castro. 

Afternoon Book Discussion
Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. in the Santa Fe Room.
• June 23: “The Personal Librarian” by Marie Benedict 

and Victoria Christopher Murray.
• July 28: “Catch-22” by Joseph Heller. 
• August 25: “Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and 

Redemption” by Bryan Stevenson.

Midtown Carnegie Branch Library
Mystery Book Club
Tuesdays, 1:30 p.m. in the upstairs meeting room. Discuss 
all manner of mystery, from classic to current, cozy to 
thriller, series and standalone.
• June 14: “Mycroft Holmes” by Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. 
• July 12: “The Postscript Murders” by Elly Griffiths.
• August 9: “The Flight Attendant” by Chris Bohjalian.

Republic Branch Library
Book Discussion
Thursdays, 2 p.m. 
• June 9: “Finlay Donovan Is Killing It” by Elle 

Cosimano.
• August 11: “Fall Back Down When I Die” by Joe 

Wilkins.

Schweitzer Brentwood Branch Library
Evening Book Discussion
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. 
• June 14: “Homegoing” by Yaa Gyasi.
• July 12: “Humankind: A Hopeful History” by Rutger 

Bregman.
• August 9: “The Dreamers” by Karen Thompson 

Walker. 

Willard Branch Library
Willard Page Turners
Wednesdays, 2:30 p.m. 
• June 8: “The Midnight Library” by Matt Haig. 
• July 13: “Oona Out of Order” by Margarita Montimore. 
• August 10: “Where the Forest Meets the Stars” by 

Glendy Vanderah. 
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Never Too Old for YA
Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. If you like to read young adult and 
teen literature, join the Never Too Old book group for 
monthly discussions on forgotten favorites and newly-
released titles.
• June 11: “Anatomy: A Love Story” by Dana Schwartz. 
• July 9: “Fable” by Adrienne Young. 
• August 13: “The Downstairs Girl” by Stacey Lee. 

In the Community
Northview Center Book Discussion
Fridays, 10:30 a.m. for adults age 55 and older at the 
Northview Center, 301 E. Talmage St. Chat about our 
monthly title with other readers at this library-sponsored 
book group just for older adults.
• June 10: “Life of Pi” by Yann Martel.
• July 8: “The Music of Bees” by Eileen Garvin. 
• August 12: “The Violin Conspiracy” by Brendan 

Slocumb. 
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Fair Grove Branch Library
CrafterNoon
Mondays, June 13, July 11 and August 8, 1–3 p.m. for grades 
5–12. Learn a new hobby and explore your creative side as 
you make paper, needle and pop culture crafts using a 
variety of everyday items in new ways. Materials will be 
provided.

Library Center
Mars Rover
Saturday, June 4, 3 p.m. for grades 6–12 in the auditorium. 
Test your engineering skills as you construct a rover from a 
kit while you learn about Mars and rovers. Materials will 
be provided. Registration starts May 27; call 417-616-0526.

Teen Tiny Art Show
For grades 6–12. Show off your art skills in our tiny art 
show. From July 5–9, register for a kit by calling 417-616-
0526, then stop by the Teen Department that week to pick 
up your art kit including a list of prompts and instructions 
to submit your completed project. You’ll have until July 31 
to submit your entries for a chance to win a prize and have 
your artwork exhibited. Select entries will be on display as 
part of the Teen Tiny Art Show in the Teen Department 
from August 5–19, so stop by with your friends and family 
to see your art on exhibit!

LARP at The Library with Meadowmere LARP
Saturday, July 16, 4–5:30 p.m. for grades 6–12 in the 
auditorium. Want to escape to a different world or 
immerse yourself in a storytelling experience? Take a crash 
course in Live Action Role Playing with Meadowmere 
LARP where you’ll learn the basics, create a character and 

play a part in a live game session! Materials will be pro-
vided but character costumes are welcome. No prop 
weapons permitted. Registration starts July 1; call 
417-616-0526.

Library Station
Teen Night
Fridays, June 3–August 26, 6–7:30 p.m. for grades 6–12 in 
the Frisco Room. If it’s Friday night, there’s something 
going on at the Station just for teens. Stop in weekly for 
games, crafts and special events.

Teen Art Club
Fridays, June 10, July 8 and August 12, 6–7:30 p.m. for 
grades 6–12 in the Frisco Room. Calling all artists! Make, 
practice or try new techniques using library materials. No 
art experience required to attend these Teen Night events.

Teen Anime Night
Fridays, June 24, July 22 and August 26, 6–7:30 p.m. for age 
14–grade 12 in the Frisco Room. Munch on popcorn while 
we watch some of our favorite anime, rated TV-14 or 
under, on Crunchyroll! Popcorn provided at these Teen 
Night events.

Midtown Carnegie Branch Library
What’s Up Wednesdays
Wednesdays, June 1, July 6 and August 3, 1–5 p.m. for 
grades 6–12 in the Teen Room. Stop by the Teen Room on 
the first Wednesday afternoon of the month. We might do 
arts and crafts, play board games, do silly experiments or 
take a trip to the Maker Space. Let us surprise you!

Schweitzer Brentwood Branch Library
Birds, Butterflies & Bees Photo Contest
For teens in grades 7–12. Challenge your nature photogra-
phy skills during Pollinator Week ( June 20–26)! Whether 
it’s catching a butterfly, sharing a flower, or shooting 
through the trees with your camera, capture the magic of 
pollinators with your camera. Drop by the Youth Services 
desk June 20–26 to pick up the photo prompts and instruc-
tions for submission. Submit your photos by Sunday, June 
26, for a chance to win a customized trophy and prize. 
Submissions will be displayed in the branch July 17–31.

programs for ’tweens & teens
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programs for kids & families
Montpelier, Vermont, and developed in collaboration with 
the Kellogg-Hubbard Library. Storywalk® is a registered 
service mark owned by Ferguson.

Stories & Art in the Park
Saturdays, June 4, July 2 and August 6, 11 a.m. for ages 
3–7 at Living Memorial Park, 4323 S. Nature Center 
Way. Saturdays are made for family fun! Kick off your 
weekend with stories, songs and art in the park with your 
favorite Schweitzer Brentwood Branch librarians. Be sure 
to dress for messy fun! Provided in partnership with the 
Springfield-Greene County Park Board.

Storytime at Doling Park
Mondays, June 6, 13 and 27, and July 11–August 29, 10 a.m. 
for infants–age 6 with an adult caregiver at Doling Park, 301 
E. Talmage St. Gather ’round for a storytime in the park! 
Join your favorite children’s librarians from the Library 
Station for a weekly, outdoor storytime featuring stories, 
songs and activities. Meet near the large pavilion behind the 
Family Center. Provided in partnership with the Spring-
field-Greene County Park Board.

Stories in the Park
Tuesdays, June 7–August 30, 10 a.m. for infants–age 6 at 
J.R. Martin Park, 300 E. Hines St., Republic. Join your 
favorite children’s librarians for a weekly, outdoor story-
time featuring stories, songs & activities. Meet at The 
Amp, we’ll move to the pavilion in case of rain. Provided in 
partnership with the Republic Parks & Rec Department.

Stories in the Park
Saturdays, June 11, July 9 and August 13, 10 a.m. for infants–
age 6 at Nathanael Greene/Close Memorial Park, 2400 S. 
Scenic Ave. Meet us at the park for a special outdoor 
storytime with songs, books and a craft.

Beach Party with Uke 66
Wednesday, June 22, 10 a.m. for all ages at Fair Grove 
Elementary School, 132 N. Main St., Fair Grove. Rick and 
Karen Maxson of the international award-winning ukulele 
band, Uke 66, will jam with beach party songs. Put on your 
beach clothes, join us in the gym and be ready to dance the 
hula with Uke 66!

DISCOVER 

WITH SUMMER READING  
PROGRAMS AND EVENTS ON 
PAGES 3–6. 

In the Community
Enjoy a Summer StoryWalk®!
For infants–age 9. Summertime means StoryWalk® time! 
Get out and enjoy nature, get some exercise and enjoy a 
special book, all at the same time!

• June StoryWalk® June 1–14 at The Fairbanks, 1126 N. 
Broadway Ave. “Agua, Agüita/Water, Little Water” by 
Jorge Tetl Argueta.

• June StoryWalk® June 15–28 at The Fairbanks, 1126 N. 
Broadway Ave. “Astro Girl” by Ken Wilson-Max.

• June StoryWalk® June 21–July 4 at Miller Park, 711 E. 
Miller Road, Republic. “Jabari Jumps” by Gaia Cornwall.

• July StoryWalk® July 1–21 at Nathanael Greene/Close 
Memorial Park, 2400 S. Scenic Ave. “Finding Winnie: 
The True Story of the World’s Most Famous Bear” by 
Lindsay Mattick.

• July StoryWalk® July 5–25 at the Springfield Conservation 
Nature Center, 4601 S. Nature Center Way. “Wonder 
Walkers” by Micha Archer.

• July StoryWalk® July 19–August 1 at Valley Water Mill 
Park, 2450 E. Valley Water Mill Road. “Hey, Water!” by 
Antoinette Portis.

• August StoryWalk® August 2–22 at Jackson Street Park, 
222 W. Jackson St., Willard. “Cat’s Colors” by Airlie 
Anderson.

• August StoryWalk® August 16–29 at Silver Springs Park, 
1100 N. Hampton Ave. “Jabari Jumps” by Gaia Cornwall.

The StoryWalk® Project was created by Anne Ferguson of 

Don’t Miss Bumble Bee Bingo  
in June at Select Branches!
Play Bumble Bee Bingo with a special 
#PlantWildflowers Library Takeout Kit for kids and 
families at the Library Station, Midtown Carnegie 
and Schweitzer Brentwood branches in June. 
Available while supplies last.
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“Jabari Jumps” Celebration!
Monday, June 27, 3:30 p.m. for age 3–grade 5 at Miller Park, 
711 E. Miller Road, Republic. Dive into storytime with the 
Library featuring the “Jabari Jumps” StoryWalk®! We’ll 
meet at the Miller Park pavilion and walk through the 
Storywalk® together, then join us back at the pavilion for 
crafts and activities. The StoryWalk® will be available at 
Miller Park from June 21–July 4. StoryWalks® are a fun way 
for families to enjoy the outdoors while reading the pages 
of a book posted along a short walking path.

Stories, Songs,  
a Boingy-Boingy Thing,  
a Clack-ity Clack Thing  
and a Nose Flute!
Monday, July 11, 3:30 p.m. for all 
ages at J.R. Martin Park, 300 E. 
Hines St., Republic. The 
Dulcimer Guy, Mike Anderson, 
will present a collection of songs, 
stories and a wide variety of 
strange musical instruments to 
entertain the entire family.

Imagination Playground Free Play
Monday, July 18, 3:30 p.m. for age 3–grade 5 at J.R. Martin 
Park, 300 E. Hines St., Republic. Construct, create and 
explore the possibilities with the Imagination Playground! 
Meet at the Amp for an hour of free play with these large, 
oversized modular building blocks that promote coopera-
tion and creativity. The Imagination Playground is 
provided in partnership with the Springfield-Greene 
County Park Board.

Ash Grove Branch Library
Racing to Read Storytime
Wednesdays, June 1–August 31, 10:30 a.m. for infants–age 
6. Our interactive storytimes introduce young children to 
books, reading and language with stories, songs and 
activities. Parents learn fun ways to build the early literacy 
skills their children need to learn to read.

Library Center
A Day at the Beach
Saturday, June 4, 10:30 a.m. for ages 2–6 in the auditorium. 
We bring the beach to you with stories, crafts and games at 
our ocean-themed storytime.

Racing to Read Storytime
Tuesdays, June 7, 14 and 28 and July 5–26, 10:15 a.m. for 
infants–age 6 in the Story Hour Room. Our interactive 
storytimes introduce young children to books, reading and 
language with stories, songs and activities. Parents learn 
fun ways to build the early literacy skills their children 
need to learn to read.

STEAM Explorers
Tuesdays, 4:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. for grades K–2 in the 
Story Hour Room. Enjoy a story and explore related 
STEAM activities. Call 417-616-0526 to register.
• June 7–28: Registration starts June 1.
• July 5–26: Registration starts July 1.

Percy Jackson Trivia
Friday, June 17, 7 p.m. for grade 4–adult, virtual. Are you a 
true Percy Jackson fan? Show off your Olympian knowl-
edge during our virtual trivia challenge and find out if 
you're the ultimate fan! Register groups of two or more 
starting June 1 at thelibrary.org/programs. A link to the 
virtual event will be shared with registered participants. 

Puppets Trash Talking Workshop
Tuesday, June 21, 11:30 a.m. for grades K–5 in the Story 
Hour Room. Join StoneLion Puppets to create your own 
puppet stage that you can wear around your neck and a set 
of rod puppets to have your own show. 
#PuppetsTrashTalking will help kids learn how trash gets 
in our water and what we can do to help clean up our 
planet. Materials will be provided. With public support 
from the Missouri Arts Council, a state agency. Registration 
starts June 7; call 417-616-0526.

Wild Rumpus
Friday, July 22, 6:30 p.m. for age 
2–grade 4 in the auditorium. 
Follow Max on his grand adven-
ture with a reading of “Where the 
Wild Things Are” as our friends 
from Springfield Ballet dance 
along to the story. Then we’ll roar, 
gnash our teeth and dance as the ballet leads us in our very 
own Wild Rumpus! You’ll also get to take home a free copy 
of Maurice Sendak’s beloved book; available while supplies 
last. See the Maurice Sendak Exhibit July–August in the 
Library Center!

Drop In and Build!
August 1–31, age 2–grade 6, in the Story Hour Room. Do 
you love to build and create? Stop by anytime in August to 
build with a variety of blocks and building materials and 
see what you can create.
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Library Station
Racing to Read Storytime
In the Story Hour Room. Our interactive storytimes 
introduce young children to books, reading and language 
with stories, songs and activities. Parents learn fun ways to 
build the early literacy skills their children need to learn to 
read.
• Tiny Tots Storytime for infants–36 months: Tuesdays, 

June 7–August 30; Fridays, June 3–August 26, 10 a.m. 
• For infants-age 6: Tuesdays, June 7–August 30; Fridays, 

June 3–August 26, 11:15 a.m. 
• Pajama Storytime for infants-age 6: Tuesdays, June 

7–August 30, 6:30 p.m. 

Upcycling for Kids
Tuesday, June 14, 2 p.m. for grades K–5 in the Frisco Room. 
Recycling and reusing things can be a fun way for kids to 
help our oceans and local waterways! Learn how to 
repurpose or “upcycle” old items from home to create 
“new” items to be used by your family, pets and others in 
the community. Materials will be provided.

“Encanto” Sing-A-Long
Tuesday, June 21, 2–4 p.m. for age 3 and 
older in the Frisco Room. Munch on 
popcorn, make a craft and sing along while 
you watch Disney’s “Encanto,” rated PG. 
Materials will be provided.

Build-O-Rama
Tuesday, July 19, 2 p.m. for age 3 and older in the Frisco 
Room. Stop by and tackle our building challenges using a 
wide variety of materials including cardboard, LEGO 
blocks, Strawbees and more!

Midtown Carnegie Branch Library
Bilingual Storytime
Saturdays, June 4, July 9 and August 6, 2 p.m. for ages 3–7 
in the Children’s Department. This bilingual interactive 
storytime is designed especially for English-speaking and 
Spanish-speaking families. We’ll introduce parents and 
children to books, reading and language. Parents learn fun 
ways to build early literacy 
skills and introduce 
their children to the 
Spanish language. 
Following story-
time, children will 
create their own 
animal art to help 
retell the story. 
Materials will be 
provided. Provided 
in partnership with 
the AcompañARTE 
Cultural Center.

Gardens Galore
Thursday, June 9, 10:30 a.m. for infants–age 6 in the 
Children's Department. Plant a flower to celebrate 
National Garden Week, June 5–11, and join in stories, 
songs and crafts! Materials will be provided.

Racing to Read Storytime
Thursdays, June 9 and 23, July 14 and 28 and August 11 and 
25, 10:30 a.m. for infants-age 6 in the Children's Depart-
ment. Our interactive storytimes introduce young children 
to books, reading and language with stories, songs and 
activities. Parents learn fun ways to build the early literacy 
skills their children need to learn to read.

Ocean Explorers
Mondays, 10 a.m. for grades K–5 in the upstairs meeting 
room. Learn, discover and explore the many aspects of our 
ocean through crafts, activities and adventures.
• June 13: Wonder What’s Under? Discover coral reefs 

and explore unique and mysterious creatures that lurk in 
our oceans. 

• June 27: Save Our Oceans! Water is a necessity for all 
living creatures. We'll explore ways to do our part to help 
keep our oceans clean and make fun creations while 
doing it. 

Park Central Branch Library
Racing to Read Storytime
Saturdays, June 11 and 25, July 9 and 23 and August 13 and 
27, 10:30 a.m. for ages 3–6. Our interactive storytimes 
introduce young children to books, reading and language 
with stories, songs and activities. Parents learn fun ways to 
build the early literacy skills their children need to learn to 
read.

Republic Branch Library
Reading Pals
Thursdays, 4:30 
p.m. for grades K–5. 
Our friends from 
Pet Therapy of the 
Ozarks need your 
help — they love a 
good story but can’t 
read. Practice your 
reading skills with 
these furry, loveable 
friends. Call 417-
732-7284 to register.
• June 2: Registra-

tion starts May 2.
• July 7: Registra-

tion starts June 23.
• August 4: Regis-

tration starts  
July 21.
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Schweitzer Brentwood Branch Library
Racing to Read Storytime
Wednesdays, June 1–August 31, 10 a.m. for infants–age 6. 
Our interactive storytimes introduce young children to 
books, reading and language with stories, songs and 
activities. Parents learn fun ways to build the early literacy 
skills their children need to learn to read.

Summer Reading Pals
Wednesdays, June 8–August 3, 2 p.m. for grades K–3. Get 
your summer reading minutes in with one of our dog 
friends from Pet Therapy of the Ozarks! Bring a couple of 
books from home or pick out one or two at the library to 
read with a loving, four-legged listener. Registration starts 
June 1; call 417-616-0703.

An Ocean of Art Possibilities
Thursday, June 9, 3–5 p.m. for grades 3–7. Drop in and dive 
into art! Swim between individual and collaborative 
art-making stations for painting, drawing, paper crafts, art 
games, sculpture and more. Dress to get messy!

Beginner Ukulele 
Workshop
Saturday, June 11, 10 a.m. for 
grades 3–5. Karen Maxson, 
owner of the Ukulele Academy 
of the Ozarks, will introduce 
children to “Oceans of Possibili-
ties” when they learn to play the 
ukulele. By the end of the 
workshop, participants will be 
strumming and singing a special 
song about the Hawaiian state 
fish. No experience is necessary 

and ukuleles will be provided. Registration starts May 28; call 
417-616-0703.

Life in the Sea Workshop
Tuesday, June 14, 2 p.m. for grades K–5. Plunge into the 
depths of ocean life with Mad Science! Kids will explore 
different ocean ecosystems and learn about the plants and 
animals that live there, compare shark and whale teeth, 
measure the size of these incredible predators, and engage 
in other hands-on activities about the interconnectedness 
of an ocean food web. Registration starts May 31; call 
417-616-0703.

Strafford Branch Library
Racing to Read Storytime
Tuesdays, June 7–21, July 5–19 and August 2–30, 10 a.m. for 
infants–age 6. Our interactive storytimes introduce young 
children to books, reading and language with stories, songs 
and activities. Parents learn fun ways to build the early 
literacy skills their children need to learn to read.

Back-to-School Game Day
Tuesday, August 2, 1–5 p.m. for grades K–12. Get those 
brain cells firing and ready for going back to school with an 
afternoon playing your favorite board games at the library!

Willard Branch Library
Racing to Read Storytime
Tuesdays, June 7–August 30, 10:30 a.m. for infants–age 6. 
Our interactive storytimes introduce young children to 
books, reading and language with stories, songs and 
activities. Parents learn fun ways to build the early literacy 
skills their children need to learn to read.

Life in the Sea Workshop
Monday, June 13, 10 a.m. for grades K–5. Plunge into the 
depths of ocean life with Mad Science! Kids will explore 
different ocean ecosystems and learn about the plants and 
animals that live there, compare shark and whale teeth, 
measure the size of these incredible predators, and engage 
in other hands-on activities about the interconnectedness 
of an ocean food web. Registration starts May 30; call 
417-742-4258.
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Spring Scrapbook

The Harp twins 
enjoyed a 
StoryWalk® and 
read “Cat’s 
Colors” at 
Nathanael 
Greene/Close 
Memorial Park.

STEAM Train 
fans put 
their skills to 
the test at 
the Library 
Station.

Bestselling author Brit 
Bennett talked about 
“The Vanishing Half” 
with Dr. Ashley Payne 
of  Missouri State 
University and 150 fans 
at the Library Center 
on April 14.

Victors of the Jigsaw Puzzle 
Competition April 9 at the 
Schweitzer Brentwood Branch

Sam and 
Clara 
celebrated 
National 
Unicorn Day 
at the 
Library 
Center.

Logan 
discovered a 
great use for 
the Maker 
Space laser 
engraver, 
and took 
home a 
personalized 
bookmark.
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Mondays

• Cobblestone Apts., 2865 S. Ingram Mill Road, 2:30–3 p.m.

• South Tower, 770 South Ave., 3:20–3:50 p.m.

• Madison Tower, 421 W. Madison St., 3:55–4:40 p.m.

• Stillwell Columns, 525 S. Campbell Ave., 4:45–5:30 p.m.

• Turners Station, 6484 E. Farm Road 148, Turners, 6–6:30 p.m.

• Woodgate Apts., 2120 S. Ingram Mill Road, 6:45–7:15 p.m.

Tuesdays 

• Battlefield Towers, 1451 E. Woodland St., 1:20–2 p.m.

• Jenny Lind Hall Apts., 711 S. Jefferson Ave., 2:20–2:50 p.m.

• Grand Villa Community, 2526 W. Grand St., 3–3:30 p.m.

• S. Clifton Ave. & W. Delmar St. off W. Grand St., 3:35–4 p.m.

• John B. Hughes Apts., 2100 N. Clifton Ave., 4:30–5 p.m.

• Walnut Grove, near the school, 5:30–6:30 p.m.

Wednesdays

• Glenwood Manor, 2540 N. Delaware Ave., 2:45–3:15 p.m.

• North Terrace Apartments, 1646 E. North St., 3:20–3:50 p.m.

• Bartley-Decatur Neighborhood Center, 918 E. Calhoun St., 4–4:30 p.m.

• Cedarbrook Apartments, 811 N. Cedarbrook Ave., 4:45-5:15 p.m.

• Woodfield Park Apartments, 2759 E. Pythian St., 5:20–5:50 p.m.

• Country Club Apts., Wildan & Cinderella, 6–6:30 p.m.

• S. Dollison Ave. & E. Downing St., 6:45–7:15 p.m.

Thursdays

• Beacon Village Apts., 639 N. Eldon Ave., 2–2:30 p.m.

• Westport Park Apts., 250 N. Hilton Ave., 2:45–3:15 p.m.

• Nu Elm Apts., 440 S. New Ave., 3:30–4 p.m.

• Hattiesburg Hills, 4663 W. Portland St., 4:30–5 p.m.

• S. Lulwood Ave. & W. La Siesta St., 5:10–5:40 p.m.

• Bent Tree Subdivision, 1015 Breckyln Road S., 5:45–6:15 p.m.

• Craigmont Place, 740 S. Lafontaine Ave., 6:45–7:15 p.m.

Look for Rob and 
Mary making 26 
stops every week 
this summer with 
the Mobile Library.

Mobile Library Stops for June–August 2022
We’re delivering books, movies and CDs to your neighborhood. 
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ON EXHIBITON EXHIBIT
Library Center
• The Best of the 

Southwest Missouri 
Camera Club, 
Reading Room, June

• Preserving an 
Ozarks Landmark: 
The Development of 
Wilson’s Creek 
National Battlefield, 
Local History, 
June–August

• Returning to 
Wilson’s Creek: 
Soldiers and 
Veterans Visit the 
Historic Battlefield, 
Local History, 
June–August

• Wilson’s Creek 
National Battlefield 
and the Civil War in 
the Ozarks, Local 
History Magic Box, 
June–August

• Maurice Sendak 
Memorial Exhibition: 
50 Years, 50 Works, 
50 Reasons, 
concourse and 
Reading Room, 
July–August

• Wild Things of the Ozarks, 
concourse, July–August

Library Station
• A & R’s Collection of Springfield 

and Missouri Memorabilia by 
Rob Willoughby, June–August

• Archive of Possibilities by the 
State Historical Society of 
Missouri, Springfield Research 
Center, June–August

• Art by Riana Clark, June–August

• Discover Exoplanets: The Search 
for Alien Earths, NASA’s 
Universe of Learning and the 
Space Science Institute’s 

National Center for Interactive 
Learning, through June 25. The 
exhibit will run concurrently at 
the Discovery Center of 
Springfield, 438 E. St. Louis St. 
(Regular admission fees may 
apply.)

Midtown Carnegie Branch 
Library
• Artwork by Painters Palette, 

June–August

• Maker Space Creations, 
June–August

Park Central Branch Library
• New Abstracts: Photography by 

HJ Schumer, June

Regional artists and collectors are invited to exhibit their works and collections at the library branches listed. Those interested in booking a 
display may contact the individual branch. Artists may price their work for sale through the Library after first obtaining a City of Springfield 
business license (if at a city library). The Library recommends a donation to The Library Foundation of 20 percent from any sales made 
during an exhibit.

Gay Parita Sinclair Station, Old Route 66, from Chuck Bruton’s photography exhibit at the Park Central 
Branch Library in August.

• West in Art: Paintings by Gary 
Holman, July

• Get Your Kicks on Route 66: 
Photography by Chuck Bruton, 
August

Republic Branch Library
• Life: Memorable Moments by 

The Springfield Chinese 
Impressionist Society, 
June–August

Schweitzer Brentwood Branch 
Library
• Birds, Butterflies & Bees Teen 

Photo Contest Entries, July 17–31
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Springfield-Greene County Library District
4653 S. Campbell Ave. • Springfield, Missouri 65810

Administrative Offices/Community Relations: 417-883-5366 • TDD: 417-882-0714

BORROWING

Library Cards

•  Library Cards are issued free to 
Greene County residents or those who 
pay property tax in Greene County. 
Complete an application at the checkout 
desk of any library. Identification and 
proof of current address are required.
Those who pay property tax in Greene 
County, but do not live there, must bring 
a copy of their current Greene County 
property tax receipt.

•  Those living outside Greene County may 
obtain a Non-resident Library Card for 
an $80 annual fee per household.

•  Individuals may apply online for a 
temporary library card by completing an 
online registration form at thelibrary.org/
temporarycard. Within seven days you 
must either email a valid form of ID and 
proof of current address to sgcl.verify@
thelibrary.org or bring the required 
documents to any library branch to 
complete the registration process. This 
allows you to place physical materials 
on hold, access the Library’s online 
databases and e-books, audiobooks, 
movies, music and magazines. 
Applications processed online will 
require cardholders to present a photo 
ID the first time the card is used to check 
out materials in person.

•  College, vocational or university students 
living in Greene County in campus 
housing, but with a permanent residence 
outside of Greene County, may be issued 
a Library Card at no charge. Proof of 
campus address required.

Checkout Limits/Fines

•  Library materials check out for three 
weeks; overdue fine is 10¢ per day, per 
item.

•  The maximum fine is $5 for each 
returned adult item and $1 for each 
returned children’s item.

•  Items may be renewed for two additional 
loan periods if not reserved by someone 
else. Renew items in person, by phone or 
online at thelibrary.org/myaccount.

•  There is a checkout limit of 50 items per 
card.

•  Report lost or stolen cards promptly. 
Replacement cards are $1 each.

LOCATIONS/HOURS

INTERNET

Library Website: thelibrary.org

• Download e-books, audiobooks, movies, 
music, magazines and video.

• Ask A Librarian at thelibrary.org/ask.

• Follow us at facebook.com/thelibrary.org 
and twitter.com/springfieldlib.

• Free Wi-Fi is available at all locations.

• Check out a hot spot at thelibrary.org/
catalog.

COOLcat Online Catalog: 
thelibrary.org/catalog

• Search the catalog of the Springfield-
Greene County Libraries and members 
of the Consortium Of Ozarks Libraries.

• Reserve and renew materials, view your 
account, suggest titles and pay fees 
online through our secure server.

• Telephone renewal: 417-882-2087.

The Library Center
4653 S. Campbell Ave. • 417-882-0714

Monday–Thursday, 8:30 a.m.–9 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m.–8 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.–7 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m–6 p.m. 

Drive-up window: 
Monday–Thursday, 7:30 a.m.–9 p.m.
Friday 7:30 a.m.–8 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.–7 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Ash Grove Branch Library
101 E. Main St., Ash Grove • 417-751-2933

Monday–Friday, 9:30 a.m.–6 p.m.

Fair Grove Branch Library
81 S. Orchard Blvd., Fair Grove 
417-759-2637

Monday–Friday, 9:30 a.m.–6 p.m.
Saturday 9:30 a.m.–3 p.m.

The Library Station
2535 N. Kansas Expressway • 417-865-1340

Monday–Thursday, 8:30 a.m.–9 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m.–8 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.–7 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m–6 p.m. 

Drive-up window: 
Monday–Thursday, 7:30 a.m.–9 p.m.
Friday 7:30 a.m.–8 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.–7 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Midtown Carnegie Branch Library
397 E. Central St. • 417-862-0135 
Monday–Saturday, 9:30 a.m.–6 p.m.

Computer Training Center and Maker 
Space: Registration/appointments 
required, call 417-837–5011.

Outreach Services
4653 S. Campbell Ave.  
Mobile Library/Walking Books:  
417-883-6112

Park Central Branch Library
128 Park Central Square • 417-831-1342

Monday–Saturday, 10 a.m.–6 p.m.
First Friday open 6:30–9 p.m.

Republic Branch Library
921 N. Lindsey Ave., Republic 
417-732-7284

Monday–Friday, 8:30 a.m.–7 p.m.
Saturday, 9:30 a.m.–6 p.m.

Drive-up window: 
Monday–Friday, 7:30 a.m.–7 p.m.
Saturday 9:30 a.m.–6 p.m.

Schweitzer Brentwood  
Branch Library
2214 Brentwood Blvd. • 417-883-1974

Monday–Thursday, 8:30 a.m.–9 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m.–8 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.–7 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m–6 p.m. 

Drive-up window: 
Monday–Thursday, 7:30 a.m.–9 p.m.
Friday 7:30 a.m.–8 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.–7 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Strafford Branch Library
101 S. State Highway 125, Strafford 
417-736-9233

Monday–Friday, 9:30 a.m.–6 p.m.
Saturday, 9:30 a.m.–3 p.m.

Willard Branch Library
304 E. Jackson St., Willard • 417-742-4258

Monday–Saturday, 9:30 a.m.–6 p.m.

Drive-up window: 
Monday–Saturday, 9:30 a.m.–6 p.m.

Satellite Locations
Pick up and return only:
• Library Express West
 Orchard Plaza, 3872 W. Chestnut Expwy. 
• Ruby’s/Price Cutter Book Stop 

3260 E. Battlefield Road


